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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
          February 19, 2023    10:00 a.m.  
                                   Transfiguration of the Lord         
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
        
PRELUDE        When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                   arr. Arnold Sherman   
                                                          Bells of First 
                        
CALL TO WORSHIP                       Ceci Anderson 
Leader:  The day has dawned, the morning star rises in our hearts.  
People: We witness the glory of Christ!  
Leader: God speaks to us in cloud and flame, in mysterious words and dazzling visions.  
People: We witness the glory of Christ!  
Leader:  The Lord loves justice and equity, and is exalted over all the people.  
People: We witness the glory of Christ! Praise the Lord! 
  
++HYMN 189[GTG]    O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Far 
This translation of a 15th-century Latin devotional text is set here to a majestic 15th-century tune 
(DEO GRACIAS) celebrating the victory of an English king; they combine to evoke the awe and 
wonder of that moment of revelation the three disciples experienced in Christ’s Transfiguration. 



 
SERVICE OF RENEWAL                                    Ceci Anderson               

Call to Confession                                   
         

Unison Prayer of Confession      
Magnificent God, we cannot stand before the glory of your presence. You 
shine with divine light, and we are overwhelmed by your goodness.  



Lift us in your mercy, release us from our fear, and fill us with your Spirit, that 
we might reflect your light and share your love, for the sake of Jesus, our 
Savior. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                         

 
++ Response to Forgiveness  439[GTG] O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer (verse 3) 

Far as east from west is distant, God has put away our sin; 
like the pity of a father has the Lord’s compassion been. 

(STUTTGART) 
 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                        Ceci Anderson   

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
                                    Be still and know that I am God (three times) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                 Ceci Anderson        
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Psalm 2            Ceci Anderson 
1Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? 2The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and his anointed, saying, 
3“Let us burst their bonds asunder, and cast their cords from us.” 4He who sits in the heavens 
laughs; the LORD has them in derision. 5Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in 
his fury, saying, 6“I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill.” 7I will tell of the decree of the LORD: He 
said to me, “You are my son; today I have begotten you. 
8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9You shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 10Now 
therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 11Serve the LORD with fear, with 
trembling 12kiss his feet, or he will be angry, and you will perish in the way; for his wrath is quickly 
kindled. Happy are all who take refuge in him. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              
 People:  Thanks be to God.              
 

CHORAL ANTHEM      Jesus on the Mountain Peak                         by Michael Burkhardt 
                                                    Conducted by Colin Dewitt 

Jesus, on the mountain peak, stands alone in glory blazing. Let us, if we dare to speak, 
 join the saints and angels praising: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Trembling at his feet we saw Moses and Elijah speaking. All the Prophets 
 and the Law shout through them their joyful greeting: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Swift the cloud of glory came, God, proclaiming in its thunder,  
Jesus as the Son by name! Nations, cry aloud in wonder: Alleluia, alleluia alleluia! 

Jesus is the chose One, living hope of every nation, hear and heed him, every one; 
 sing, with earth and all creation, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 17:1-9                                  Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, 
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the 
ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not 
be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 9As they were 
coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of 
Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 
SERMON                                   Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
++HYMN 193[GTG]  Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain 
Some version of the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-9 / Mark 9:2-9 / Luke 9:28-36) is always read in 
the last Sunday after the Epiphany. In this text that forecast of Christ’s glorification helps to prepare 
Peter, James and John for their roles as proclaimers of “God’s beloved Son.” 



 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                  Gwen Botting 
     Leader:  The Lord be with you      

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  Unison  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

 

CHORAL AMEN  469[GTG] Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

Offering               

Offertory                    Anthem for Transfiguration                              by Paul Hofreiter 

                                         This is my Son, my Chosen One. 
                                                    Listen to him! Listen! 

                         
            ++ Doxology    607[GTG] Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy 
Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication  

 
++HYMN 341[GTG] O God, Show Mercy to Us 
As this paraphrase shows, Psalm 67 combines many themes: a communal prayer for blessing, a 
prayer for all people to acknowledge God, and thanksgiving for a bountiful harvest. In Jewish 
practice it was recited at the end of every Sabbath, a reminder of God’s universal sovereignty. 



 



 
BENEDICTION        
 
BLEST BE THE TIE 306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
POSTLUDE          Chrisann Lowe 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

  
 
 

 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 
 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist                       Ceci Anderson 
Organist/Pianist   Chrisann Lowe 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
 
 



Concerns of the congregation:  
In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   

    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 
   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  

Grand Ledge) 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please 
let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the 
pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance 
your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in 
our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate 
the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), 
write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you would like to 
purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement 
scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone and it will 
take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        
 

 
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 
 
Sunday, February 19 
10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 
Monday, February 20  
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
10:00 a.m.-12  AARO – Litten Hall 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m.  Bells of First rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, February 21 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m.  Mid MI Photo Club Officers meeting - Library 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:30 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 



 
Wednesday, February 22    ASH WEDNESDAY 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
7:00 p.m.  ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
 
Thursday, February 23 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 a.m.  NWI Food Distribution 
1:00 p.m.  Bridge in the Parlor 
7:00 p.m.  Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 
Friday, February 24 

5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
1:00 p.m.  Concert set up 
6:30 p.m.  Shavona Morgan Concert - Sanctuary 
 
Saturday, February 26 
   Garden Project parking in our lot to  
   Carpool to destination 
 
Sunday, February 26 
10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    CONGREGATIONAL LIFE            

 
 

TODAY IS TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY, and our parament color is white.  We celebrate 
Jesus’s revelation to his disciples of his divinity and connection to the past. 

LENT BEGINS ON WEDNESDAY, and we will change to purple, which is the color of penitence 
and of royalty, and a reminder of the cloak Jesus was forced to wear on his way to the cross.   

THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE IS LOOKING FOR READERS FOR OUR CANDLE LITANY 
DURING LENT.  If you are interested, please contact Gwen Botting, 
gwenbotting9496@gmail.com or 616-755-2221.   
 
OUR ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE WILL BE HELD AT 7 PM IN THE SANCTUARY this week 
on February 22.  The service will also available on Zoom.  The service will include the placing of 
ashes on each participants forehead.  It is a time of remembrance of Jesus’s 40 days in the 
wilderness, our own inability to keep from sin, and the grace his death and resurrection gave us. 

mailto:gwenbotting9496@gmail.com


CALL FOR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is Sunday, March 12, 2023   
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Lansing, Michigan, is called for Sunday, March 12, 2023, immediately following the morning 
worship service.  The purpose of the meeting to hear the Session’s reports on the life, work and 
financial status of the church, to receive the annual budget and review the Pastor’s Terms of 
Call. The Annual Report was emailed to the all-church email lists and available as a hard copy 
on February 17. 
 
THE CAPITOL CITY CHORDSMEN excitingly announce our annual fund-raising show, “A Blast 
From the Past”.  It will be at Okemos Middle School, 400 Okemos Rd, at 7:00 pm, on March 4, 
2023.  We will feature the chorus singing some of our favorite songs, and Midtown, the 2022 
International 2nd place quartet.  The State of Michigan champion quartet from Haslett, Chonck, 
will also be there. For the $22 tickets, use our web site, Capitolcitychordsmen.org, or call Steve 
Warnaar, 517-282-3860. We are thrilled to be performing again!  Come join us for a fun 
evening. 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2023 PER CAPITA IS $39.10 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the 
General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many 
synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the 
ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the 
covenant that binds us together. 
 
2023 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF THE 
CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one please contact Bev 
Bockes. 
 
 

 
 
 

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     

 
 
 

TODAY - FEBRUARY 19 
         Lesson 4 of Church & Social Issues                                                                                          
SIN: EMBRACING LIMITATIONS AND BROKENNESS IN SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT 

As Christ’s disciples, we respond to injustice and suffering in the world knowing we 
ourselves are complicit in the injustice and contribute to the suffering. We sin, and in our 
sin cause harm to God’s creation. God forgives our sin, and in brokenness we find 
wholeness and grace. 

Come join us in this exploration of God’s word.                                                                                                                                
Led by Elder Ceci Anderson 

 
 

 



 
FEBRUARY 26 

       PERFORMANCE ASPECTS OF GOSPEL MUSIC 
Please join Michigan State University graduate student, and alto section leader, Tori Tyler for a 

discussion on the performance aspects of gospel music and the differences in pedagogical 
methods. Tori, who is from Illinois, whose master research is focusing in Black music styles of 

the 20th and 21st centuries and their ties with the west African principle of “Sankofa”. 
 
 
 

MARCH 5 
   DEALING WITH MENTAL HEALTH CRISES 
We are pleased to have a return visit from Heather Findley, Director of Mental Health Services 
for the Holt Public Schools.  Ms. Findley will be a great resource for vital questions we may have 
about how to identify mental health crises and where to find helpful resources.  


