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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
       February 26, 2023    10:00 a.m.  

                                          1st Sunday in Lent        
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
        
PRELUDE                      Chrisann Lowe 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP            Christopher Venetis 

Leader: With fasting, weeping, and mourning,  
People: we return to God.  
Leader: With honesty and humility,  
People: we acknowledge our humanity.  
Leader: In accord and in silence,  

    People:        we offer our prayers. 
 
++HYMN 216[GTG]  Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
For sheer intensity of feeling few hymns can match this meditation on the cross; impressive images 
and strong contrasts combine to give the text its ardor. The passionate language is augmented by 
the highly chromatic tune later composed for these words. 



 
LENTEN CANDLE READING, FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT                       Charles Taylor and  
                                                                                                                            Betsy Calvert            
 
SERVICE OF RENEWAL        Christopher Venetis 

Call to Confession                               
         

 



Unison Prayer of Confession     
Merciful One, we are so easily tempted. We turn away from your word so quickly. 
We seek anything that claims to save us from discomfort, inconvenience, pain, fear, 
and emptiness. But these are false idols, dissolving in the wind. You are our true 
hope and salvation, our hiding place, our guide, our guardian. We confess our 
transgressions to you:  

           forgive our sins. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                         
 

++ Response to Forgiveness  602[GTG] Holy Lamb of God 
Holy Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 
Holy Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Holy Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world . 
Grant us your peace; grant us your peace; grant us your peace. 

 
 ++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST         Christopher Venetis 

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
                                    Be still and know that I am God (three times) 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                  Ms. Megan 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                            Christopher Venetis 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON       Psalm 32                   Christopher Venetis 
1Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.2 Happy are those to whom 
the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.3 While I kept silence, my body 
wasted away through my groaning all day long.4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and 
I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the 
guilt of my sin. Selah 6Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the 
rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from 
trouble; you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. Selah8 I will instruct you and teach you the 
way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 9Do not be like a horse or a mule, 
without understanding, whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near 
you.10 Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in 
the LORD.11Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              
 People:  Thanks be to God.              
 

CHORAL ANTHEM                    To Dust                                           by Karen Merrolli 
Let my crying come to dust. Let my grief be tuned to ashes.  

Let my heart be cleansed with flame. Kyrie eleison. 
Let my mourning turn to song. Let my sorrow turn to sunrise.  

Let my broken spirit rest. Kyrie eleison. 
Let your healing waters rise. Let your deserts bloom with bounty.  

Let your Holy Spirit come. Christe eleison. 
Let our crying come to dust. Let our grief be tuned to ashes.  

Let our hearts be cleansed with flame. Kyrie eleison. 

 



 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON                          Matthew 4:1-11                Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels 
concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot 
against a stone.’” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve only him.’” 11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 
SERMON                           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
++HYMN 783[GTG]  When We Are Tested 
Although the Temptation of Christ is mentioned in all three synoptic gospels (Matthew 4:1-11 / Mark 
1:12-13 / Luke 4:1-13), this hymn is based on the Lukan version. It is notable that each stanza 
begins “when” not “if” ; temptation is not an optional feature of the spiritual life. 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
     Leader:  The Lord be with you      

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

(Prayers continue) 
 
 
 



LORD'S PRAYER  Unison  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

 

CHORAL AMEN  467[GTG] Amen (verse 2) 

Give us life; give us life; give us life, O Lord. 
 
 

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        
 Offering               

 
Offertory         I Want Jesus To Walk With Me      arr. by Marques L.A. Garrett 

               Christopher Venetis, soloist 
Lord Jesus, walk with me. 

I want Jesus to walk with me, I want Jesus to walk with me, while I’m on my pilgrim journey, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

In my trials, Lord walk with me. In my trials,  
Lord walk with me, when my head is bowed in sorrows, 

Lord I want Jesus to walk with me. 
I want Jesus to walk with me, I want Jesus to walk with me, while I’m on my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
                                    

            ++ Doxology    698[GTG] Take, O Take Me as I Am  
Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 

Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 
 

Prayer of Dedication  

 
++HYMN 840[GTG] When Peace Like a River 
This text is a remarkable expression of faith born of grief. The author, an active Presbyterian layman 
who had just lost four daughters in a tragic shipwreck, wrote it while sailing to Paris to meet his wife, 
who had survived. The tune (VILLE DU HAVRE) was named for the ship that sank. 



 



 
BENEDICTION        
 
BLEST BE THE TIE 306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
POSTLUDE          Chrisann Lowe 
 

 
 

 

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

  
 

 
 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 
 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist                       Christopher Venetis 
Organist/Pianist   Chrisann Lowe 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please 
let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the 
pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance 
your participation in the service. 
 



FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in 
our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate 
the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), 
write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you would like to 
purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement 
scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone and it will 
take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 
 
Sunday, February 26  1st Sunday in Lent 

10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 
Monday, February 27  
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
10:00 a.m.-12  AARO – Litten Hall 
5:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m.  Bells of First rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, February 28 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:30 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
 
Wednesday, March 1     
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
4:30 p.m.  Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:00 p.m.  Mid MI Photo Club meeting – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Mission Committee Meeting 



 
Thursday, March 2 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
7:00 p.m.  Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, March 3 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, March 4    
 
Sunday, March 5  2nd Sunday in Lent 
10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE            
 
 
THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE IS LOOKING FOR READERS FOR OUR CANDLE LITANY DURING 
LENT.  If you are interested, please contact Gwen Botting, gwenbotting9496@gmail.com or 616-755-
2221.   
 
FAREWELL CONCERT OF EARL NELSON SINGERS THIS AFTERNOON   After singing God’s praise 
through the spirituals for the past 60 years, Lansing’s Earl Nelson Singers will present their final concert 
today at 3:00. It will be held at Friendship Baptist Church, 2912 Pleasant Grove Road (north of Holmes 
Rd.). The free concert will be followed by a cake and coffee reception. Directed by Verna Holley for most 
of its existence, the group has dedicated itself to performing arrangements that tend to capture the 
original mood, style, and character of the sacred song of the slave. Come be a part of this bittersweet 
final performance.  

CALL FOR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is Sunday, March 12, 2023   
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, 
Michigan, is called for Sunday, March 12, 2023, immediately following the morning worship service.  The 
purpose of the meeting to hear the Session’s reports on the life, work and financial status of the church, 
to receive the annual budget and review the Pastor’s Terms of Call. The Annual Report was emailed to 
the all-church email lists and available as a hard copy on February 17. 
 
THE CAPITOL CITY CHORDSMEN excitingly announce our annual fund-raising show, “A Blast From the 
Past”.  It will be at Okemos Middle School, 400 Okemos Rd, at 7:00 pm, on March 4, 2023.  We will 
feature the chorus singing some of our favorite songs, and Midtown, the 2022 International 2nd place 
quartet.  The State of Michigan champion quartet from Haslett, Chonck, will also be there. For the $22 
tickets, use our web site, Capitolcitychordsmen.org, or call Steve Warnaar, 517-282-3860. We are thrilled 
to be performing again!  Come join us for a fun evening. 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2023 PER CAPITA IS $39.10 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General 
Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and 
presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and 
administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us together. 
 
2023 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF THE CHAPEL. 
If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one please contact Bev Bockes 

mailto:gwenbotting9496@gmail.com


ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     
 

 
 

   TODAY - FEBRUARY 26 
       PERFORMANCE ASPECTS OF GOSPEL MUSIC 

Please join Michigan State University graduate student, and alto section leader, Tori Tyler for a 
discussion on the performance aspects of gospel music and the differences in pedagogical 

methods. Tori, who is from Illinois, whose master research is focusing in Black music styles of 
the 20th and 21st centuries and their ties with the west African principle of “Sankofa”. 

 
 
 

MARCH 5 
   DEALING WITH MENTAL HEALTH CRISES 
We are pleased to have a return visit from Heather Findley, Director of Mental Health Services 
for the Holt Public Schools.  Ms. Findley will be a great resource for vital questions we may have 
about how to identify mental health crises and where to find helpful resources. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


