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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
February 5, 2023    10:00 a.m.  

                                       5th Sunday after Epiphany         
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
        
PRELUDE                  Sergei Kvitko 

                        
CALL TO WORSHIP                        Willye Bryan 

Leader: Let your light shine!  
People: We are the salt of the earth.  
Leader: Let your light shine!  
People: We are the light of the world.  
Leader: Let your light shine!  
People: Praise the Lord for the gifts that God has given us!  

    Leader:         Let your light shine! 

++HYMN 314[GTG]    Longing For Light, We Wait in Darkness 
By blending biblical images and current vignettes in the present tense, this hymn connects Christ’s 
promise that he is the Light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5) and his charge to his followers to be the 
light of the world (Matthew 5:14). This is part of the church’s servant calling. 



 



SERVICE OF RENEWAL                 Willye Bryan   
Call to Confession                               

         
Unison Prayer of Confession      

Patient God, it is so easy for us to miss the point. We know how to perform 
righteousness; we go to church, we donate, we volunteer, but we care more about 
how we are seen than our faithfulness to you. We show off our piousness, instead 
of actually sharing our food, our homes, our resources with those in the most need. 
Have mercy on us for the ways we serve ourselves, and teach us your way, the way 
that leads to justice and peace. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                         
 
++ Response to Forgiveness  439[GTG] O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer (verse 3) 

Far as east from west is distant, God has put away our sin; 
like the pity of a father has the Lord’s compassion been. 

(STUTTGART) 
 
 
++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                     Willye Bryan 

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
                                    Be still and know that I am God (three times) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                              Willye Bryan   
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Psalm 112:1-9       Willye Bryan   
1Praise the LORD! Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in his commandments. 
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. 3Wealth 
and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever. 4They rise in the darkness 
as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. 5It is well with those who deal 
generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with justice.  6For the righteous will never be moved; 
they will be remembered forever. 7They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in 
the LORD. 8Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in triumph on their 
foes. 9They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their righteousness endures forever; 
their horn is exalted in honor. 

 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              

 People:  Thanks be to God.              
 

CHORAL ANTHEM     We Are The Ones We Been Waiting For       by Bernice Johnson Reagon 
(Text from Poem in Honor of South African Women by June Jordan, 1978) 

We are the ones we been waitin’.We are the ones we been waitin’ for. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON                    Matthew 5:13-20                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins   
 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 14“You are the light of the world. 
A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17“Do not 
think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, 



will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 
but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell 
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 
      
SERMON                                                                          Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
++HYMN 762[GTG]  When the Poor Ones 
Drawing on the parable revealing Christ’s presence in “the least of these” (Matthew 25:31-46), the 
stanzas here give example (the “when”) while the refrain affirms the promise (the “then”). The 
journey imagery of the refrain may be based on the Emmaus story (Luke 24:13-35). 



 



 

 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving                  
  Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 
  Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader:  … who forever sing to the glory of your name 
Sanctus (Sung in unison)    572[GTG] Holy, Holy, Holy 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth  

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who  
    comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

         Leader:     … Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith: 
         The Mystery of Faith (unison)    

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Pastor:  Invocation of Holy Spirit 

 
Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
Pastor: Words of Institution 
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Responsive Prayer after the Supper 

Leader:  You have given yourself to us, Lord; 
  People:  Now we give ourselves for others. 
  Leader:  Your love has made us a new people; 
  People:  As a people of love we will serve you with joy. 
  Leader:  Your glory has filled our hearts; 
  People: Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen 
 

PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        
 
Offering 

Offertory       Sometimes A Light Surprises                     by Craig Courtney 
 
 
 
 



Sometimes a light surprise the Christian while she sings; 
 It is the Lord who rises with healing in His wings: When comforts are declining,  

He grants the soul again a season of clear shining, to cheer it after rain. 
In holy contemplation we sweetly then pursue the theme of God’s salvation, 
 and find it ever new; Set free from present sorrow, we cheerfully can say, 

 let the unknown tomorrow bring with it what it may. 
It can bring with it nothing but He will bear us through:  
Who gives the lilies clothing will clothe His people too: 
Beneath the spreading heavens no creature but is fed; 

 and He who feeds the ravens will give His children bread. 
Though vine nor fig-tree neither their wanted fruit should bear, 

 though all the fields should wither, nor flocks nor herds be there; 
Yet, God the same abiding, His praise shall tune my voice;  

for, while in Him confiding, I cannot but rejoice, 
I cannot but rejoice. 

                         
++ Doxology    607[GTG] Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy 
Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication    

 
++HYMN 694[GTG] Great God of Every Blessing 
Written for the 500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birth, this text sums up his liturgical theology, 
ending each stanza with his motto: Cor meum tibi offero, Domine, prompte et sincere. By moving 
from plural to singular the stanzas show how corporate faith becomes personal piety. 



 



BENEDICTION        
 
BLEST BE THE TIE 306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
POSTLUDE          Sergei Kvitko 
 
 
 
 
 

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

  
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 
 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist             Willye Bryan 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

   Emma Lou Knight (Fairview Adult Foster Care in  
Grand Ledge) 

 
CHANCEL FLOWERS TODAY ARE IN HONOR OF Nan Carter and Sue Reames mother Ann 
Dale Paterson. 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please 
let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the 
pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance 
your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in 
our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate 
the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), 
write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you would like to 
purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement 
scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 



 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone and it will 
take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        
 

 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
Sunday, February 5 
10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 

 
Monday, February 6  
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
10:00 a.m.-12  AARO – Litten Hall 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:30 p.m.  Bells of First rehearsal 
7:00 p.m.  Membership Committee Meeting 
 
Tuesday, February 7 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
11:30 a.m.  Beyond Boomers Luncheon - Parlor 
4:00 p.m.  Adult Forum Committee Meeting 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:00    ALP Prayer Group – Library 
6:30 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
7:00 p.m.  Book Group Meeting - Zoom 
 
Wednesday, February 8 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
10:30 a.m. -12  Meeting – Library 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study – Zoom 
2:30 p.m.  B&G Meeting – Library 
4:30 p.m.  Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal - Chapel 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
7:00 p.m.  Deacons Meeting 
 
Thursday, February 9 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 a.m.  NWI Food Distribution 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m.  Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
 



Friday, February 10 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, February 11 
Sunday, February 12 
8:30 a.m.  Valentine Breakfast 
10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 

 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE            

 

DEACONS’ OFFERING   Please remember the importance of giving to the Deacons Fund to 
support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify “Deacons Fund” 
on your check or electronic donation. 
 
VALENTINE BREAKFAST FEBRUARY 12, 2023  any time before worship starting at 8:30 am. 
Celebrate your love for the church with breakfast and fellowship. We will have pancakes and 
egg dishes along with juice, coffee and tea. 
 
THE CAPITOL CITY CHORDSMEN excitingly announce our annual fund-raising show, “A Blast 
From the Past”.  It will be at Okemos Middle School, 400 Okemos Rd, at 7:00 pm, on March 4, 
2023.  We will feature the chorus singing some of our favorite songs, and Midtown, the 2022 
International 2nd place quartet.  The State of Michigan champion quartet from Haslett, Chonck, 
will also be there. For the $22 tickets, use our web site, Capitolcitychordsmen.org, or call Steve 
Warnaar, 517-282-3860. We are thrilled to be performing again!  Come join us for a fun 
evening. 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2023 PER CAPITA IS $39.10 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the 
General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many 
synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the 
ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the 
covenant that binds us together. 
 
2023 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF THE 
CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one please contact Bev 
Bockes. 
 

 
 

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     

 
                                                  TODAY - FEBRUARY 5 

             JUSTICE LEAGUE OF GREATER LANSING MICHIGAN 
               FEBRUARY 2023 UPDATE 

With Elder Willye Bryan 



Elder Willye Bryan will bring us up to date on the activities of the Justice League. The 
organization held its first annual meeting on January 10, 2023. Mission Statement: The 
Justice League of Greater Lansing Michigan exists to repair the breach caused by the 

historical damage of slavery and its aftermath. In the spirit of repentance for 
the sin of racism, we seek to build relationships and facilitate reparations 
between houses of worship and collaborative partners to increase wealth 
equity for African Americans in the Greater Lansing Area. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 12 
                                       A MOTHER'S PERSPECTIVE PODCAST 

A series led by Director of Congregational Life 
          and Outreach Prince Solace 

 
            Activating Your Community 

Meet our next guest, an Entomologist and Founder of the 
Justice League of Greater Lansing Michigan, Willye Bryan. 

In this episode we explore the heart of scientist who is 
using her platform to build a model for reparations for 

Black Communities living in the Greater Lansing Region. 
A new blueprint for this region. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 19 
Lesson 4 of Church & Social Issues                                                                                          

SIN: EMBRACING LIMITATIONS AND BROKENNESS IN 
 SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT 

As Christ’s disciples, we respond to injustice and suffering in the world knowing we 
ourselves are complicit in the injustice and contribute to the suffering. We sin, and in our 
sin cause harm to God’s creation. God forgives our sin, and in brokenness we find 
wholeness and grace. 

Come join us in this exploration of God’s word.                                                                                                                                
Led by Elder Ceci Anderson 

 


