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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

March 12, 2023    10:00 a.m.  
                                              3rd Sunday in Lent        
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
        
PRELUDE                        Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                         Ann Harvey 

Leader: Come into God’s presence with thanksgiving!  
People: Let us sing to the rock of our salvation.  
Leader: Even in the deserts of our lives,  
People: God is among us.  
Leader: Come, let us worship and bow down;  

    People:        let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

++HYMN 161[GTG]  Woman in The Night 
Beginning with a reference to Mary giving birth to Jesus, this text describes a series of women who 
had important encounters with his life, ministry, death, and resurrection. The dancelike refrain 
celebrates how their experiences reveal that the Good News is for all people. 



                       
LENTEN CANDLE READING, THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT                           Justine Achuonjei 
 
SERVICE OF RENEWAL            Ann Harvey 

Call to Confession                               
         

 
 
 



Unison Prayer of Confession     
Jesus, friend of all, once again, we come to you knowing our words have stung, our 
actions have harmed, and our indifference has let evil have its day. Our hearts 
yearn for you, our souls thirst for you, yet we do not imitate you in our lives. We 
scorn those who are different from us, and relish our own comfort. Once again, 
forgive us, O God. Give us your living water, that we might tell the world all you 
have done for us. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                         

 
++ Response to Forgiveness  602[GTG] Holy Lamb of God 

Holy Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 
Holy Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Holy Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world . 
Grant us your peace; grant us your peace; grant us your peace. 

 
 ++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST          Ann Harvey 

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
                                    Be still and know that I am God (three times) 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                    Ms. Megan 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                               Ann Harvey 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Psalm 95            Ann Harvey 
1O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
2Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 
praise! 3For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 4In his hand are the depths of 
the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. 5The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, 
which his hands have formed. 6O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, 
our Maker! 7For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. O 
that today you would listen to his voice! 
8Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
9when your ancestors tested me, and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 
10For forty years I loathed that generation and said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray, and 
they do not regard my ways.” 11Therefore in my anger I swore, “They shall not enter my rest.” 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              
 People:  Thanks be to God.              
 
CHORAL ANTHEM          A Lenten Prayer                                by Hal Hopson 

                     (Lydia Bradford, soloist) 
 

Lord, who throughout these forty days for us didst fast and pray,  
teach us with thee to mourn our sins, and close by thee to stay. 
Jesus walked this lonesome valley, he had to walk it by himself; 

 oh nobody else could walk it for him, he had to walk it by himself. 
We must walk this lonesome valley, we have to walk tie by our selves;  

oh, nobody else can walk it for us, we have to walk it by ourselves. 
You must go and stand your trial, you have to stand it by yourself,  

Oh, nobody else can stand it for you, you have to stand it by yourself. 



And through these days of penitence, and through thy Passiontide,  
yea, evermore, in life and death, O Lord, with us abide. 

 

 
GOSPEL LESSON    John 4:5-42                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
5So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It 
was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is 
it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common 
with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his 
flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 
again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 
will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, 
“Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 
water.” 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I 
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have 
had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 
true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know 
that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 
us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 27Just then his disciples came. 
They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, 
“Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She 
said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be 
the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and were on their way to him. 31Meanwhile the disciples 
were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not 
know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to 
eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, 
and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is 
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying 
holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. 
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 39Many Samaritans from that city 
believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two 
days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 
truly the Savior of the world.” 
 
SERMON                              Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
 
 
 



++HYMN 829[GTG]  My Faith Looks Up To Thee 
Originally a poem of private reflection, this text was offered to the composer when he asked the 
author if he had written anything that could be set to music for a new hymn and tune collection. This 
was the first tune written for these words and has proved the most enduring. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                              George Bennett 
     Leader:  The Lord be with you      

People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
(Prayers continue) 

 
LORD'S PRAYER  Unison  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

 

CHORAL AMEN  467[GTG] Amen (verse 2) 

Give us life; give us life; give us life, O Lord. 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        
 Offering               

 

Offertory           Walk A Stranger On This Land                           by Dale Wood 
(Soprano and Alto Sections of Chancel Choir) 

 
I walk a stranger on this land and weary have I grown,  

but with the setting sun there comes a peace that I have known; 
For though I walk a narrow road I do not walk alone. 

So many strangers pass my way, some speak, then disappear.  
They walk in shadow toward the night in loneliness and fear. 

The words of hope I longed to share were words they would not hear. 
Regret and sorrow know this road at time they walk along  

to bring a tear into my eye and sadness to my song. 
They say that what should be is not and that which is is wrong. 

I do not walk a lonely road or take a lonely stand.  
The steps I follow do not make impressions in the sand. 

Yet in God’s work I hear His voice and know His guiding hand. 
                          

            ++ Doxology    698[GTG] Take, O Take Me as I Am  
Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 

Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 
 

Prayer of Dedication  

 
++HYMN 432[GTG] How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 
This reflection on Christian vocation was written to provide a new text for a pre-existing tune 
(REPTON), and the poet has crafted his words so well that the two parts mesh smoothly. The tune 
was named for a noted British boarding school, whose music director was a friend of the composer. 



 
BENEDICTION        
 
BLEST BE THE TIE 306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
POSTLUDE          Sergei Kvitko 

 
 

 

 
 
    

 

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

  
 
 
 



 
 

 
INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 

 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist                       Ann Harvey 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

    
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please 
let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the 
pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance 
your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in 
our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate 
the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), 
write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you would like to 
purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement 
scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone and it will 
take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        
 
 

 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
Sunday, March 12         3rd Sunday in Lent 

10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 
Monday, March 13  
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
10:00 a.m.-12  AARO – Litten Hall 
5:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m.  Bells of First rehearsal 
 
Tuesday, March 14 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
5:30 p.m.  Worship Committee Meeting 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:30 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel\ 
 
Wednesday, March 15     
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study 
Noon   Boomers and Beyond Luncheon - Parlor 
2:30 p.m.  B&G Committee Meeting - Library 
4:30 p.m.  Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal 
5:00 p.m.  OpenSpot Theatre- Chapel 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
7:00 p.m.  Session Meeting 
 
Thursday, March 16 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
5:30 p.m.  NWI Cooking demo 
6:00 p.m.  Greater Lansing Quilt Guild meeting – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, March 17 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, March 18    
2:00 p.m.  Lansing Children’s Choir Concert - Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, March 19  4th Sunday in Lent 
10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
3:00 p.m.  Lansing Symphony Concert - Chapel 
 

 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE            
 
 

 
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION AND THE CORPORATION OF THE 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LANSING, MICHIGAN, IS TODAY, immediately 
following the morning worship service.  The purpose of the meeting to hear the Session’s 
reports on the life, work and financial status of the church, to receive the annual budget and 
review the Pastor’s Terms of Call. The Annual Report was emailed to the all-church email lists 
and available as a hard copy on February 17.There will be copies on hand along with the 
Agenda. 
 
THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE IS LOOKING FOR READERS FOR OUR CANDLE LITANY 
DURING LENT.  If you are interested, please contact Gwen Botting, 
gwenbotting9496@gmail.com or 616-755-2221.   
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2023 PER CAPITA IS $39.10 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the 
General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many 
synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the 
ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the 
covenant that binds us together. 
 
2023 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF THE 
CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one please contact Bev 
Bockes 

 
 

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     
 
 

                                 TODAY - MARCH 12 
                               A LONG FAITH JOURNEY 
Members Justine Achuonjei and Salim Makoul will relate their faith journeys over the years, and how 
Lansing Presbyterian Church still supports their home countries, Cameroon and Lebanon respectively. 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gwenbotting9496@gmail.com


 MARCH 19 
       MEET MY MOM 

                                                    Carrying the Fire 
        Prince Solace, moderator 

                                                               
In this episode of A Mother’s Perspective you will hear from Queen Darlene Rhodes, a woman who 
consistently carries the "fire" in order to help build character and spread love within poor brown 
communities. Her journey as a single parent, raising 3 African American men will entice you as it pulls on 
the threads that most parents fear. 
 

 

MARCH 26 
PART II OF THE MEANING: “CHRISTIAN…PROTESTANT…PRESBYTERIAN” 
In January, Charlie Herrick led us in the distinctive beliefs held by Christians of all denominations. On 
this day, he will concentrate on the particular emphases of faith that came out of the Protestant 
Reformation, and still further, what we hold especially close as Presbyterians. An outline will be 
provided. Come join the discussion with your questions! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 


