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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
          March 5, 2023    10:00 a.m.  

                                          2nd Sunday in Lent        
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
    In order to maintain our worship environment, please turn off your cell phones. Thank you.    
        
PRELUDE                        Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                         Asa Harvey 
 
Leader:            There is so much we do not understand, so many mysteries in this life of faith.  

       But some things are certain. We do know:  
People:          Our help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. God is our  
                       keeper and our shade.  
Leader:           Let us lift our eyes to God. 

++HYMN 321[GTG]   The Church’s One Foundation 
This hymn was one of twelve written by an English curate to affirm the articles of the apostles’ Creed 
with Biblical allusions such as 1 Corinthians 3:11 here. Though not created for this text, the tune was 
joined to it in 1868, and the two have been inseparable ever since. 



                        
 
LENTEN CANDLE READING, SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT                         
                                                                                      Matt Churgin, Betsy Sneller and Mabel 
 
 



 
SERVICE OF RENEWAL            Asa Harvey 

Call to Confession                               
         

Unison Prayer of Confession     
Teacher, you call us to go, following the plan that you have set out for us. You 
promise us blessings and purpose, but we do not trust your words. We cling to 
what we already know, we trust in what we can see and touch, we make 
excuses for our failure to trust in you. Call to us again, that we may be born 
again through your Spirit. Help us to believe  
and give us the abundant life that comes from following your will. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                         

 
++ Response to Forgiveness  602[GTG] Holy Lamb of God 

Holy Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 
Holy Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Holy Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world . 
Grant us your peace; grant us your peace; grant us your peace. 

 
 ++PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST         Asa Harvey 

Leader:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  

                       
                                    Be still and know that I am God (three times) 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                    Ms. Megan 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                               Asa Harvey 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Psalm 121               Asa Harvey 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? 2My help comes from the LORD, who 
made heaven and earth. 3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 4He 
who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 5The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at 
your right hand. 6The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 7The LORD will keep you 
from all evil; he will keep your life. 8The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this 
time on and forevermore. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                                              
 People:  Thanks be to God.              
 
CHORAL ANTHEM            God So Loved the World            from Crucifixion by John Stainer 
 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso believeth, believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through Him might be saved. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON    John 3:1-17                             Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 



and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows 
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life. 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 
SERMON                           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
++HYMN 476[GTG]  Crashing Waters at Creation 
Like the Thanksgiving Over the Water in the rite of Baptism, this text by a United Church of 
Canada minster, recalls significant events in salvation history involving water. The final stanza is a 
prayer to Christ, the Living Water (John 4:10, 14), to quench our spiritual thirst. 

 



 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving                  
  Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 
  Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader:  … who forever sing to the glory of your name 
Sanctus (Sung in unison)    572[GTG] Holy, Holy, Holy 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth  

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who  
    comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

         Leader:     … Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith: 
         The Mystery of Faith (unison)    

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Pastor:  Invocation of Holy Spirit 

 
Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
 

3 Pastor: Words of Institution 
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Responsive Prayer after the Supper 

Leader:  You have given yourself to us, Lord; 
  People:  Now we give ourselves for others. 
  Leader:  Your love has made us a new people; 
  People:  As a people of love we will serve you with joy. 
  Leader:  Your glory has filled our hearts; 
  People: Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS        
 Offering               

 
Offertory            Just As I Am    arr. by Alice Parker 

           (Tenor & Bass Members of Chancel Choir) 
 

Just as I am without one plea, but that Thy blood was shed for me, 
and that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

Just as I am and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot, to Thee, 
whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, 
relieve, because Thy promise, I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

                                   
            ++ Doxology    698[GTG] Take, O Take Me as I Am  

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 
Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 



 
Prayer of Dedication  

 
++HYMN 340[GTG] This Is My Song 
The first two stanzas of this hymn were written between the 20th century’s two world wars and focus 
on the theme of international peace. The third stanza by another author and added later, uses the 
language of the Lord’s Prayer to voice a distinctly Christian perspective. 

 



 
BENEDICTION        
 
BLEST BE THE TIE 306[GTG] 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 
                         The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.          
 
POSTLUDE          Sergei Kvitko 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE USE CAMERAS TO BROADCAST VIDEO OF OUR 

CHURCH SERVICES. Licensed music streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-731144. All rights reserved." 

  



 

INFORMATION FOR THE DAY 
 
Participants in this morning’s service: 

Liturgist                       Asa Harvey 
Organist/Pianist   Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Music   Megan Higle  
Bells of First Director  Darin Showalter 
Pastor     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
Concerns of the congregation:  

In care facilities: Jean Dietrich (Story Point of Grand Ledge)   
    Dianne Rector (Rosewood Manor in DeWitt) 

    
 
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is extended to Jim Knight and family upon the 
death of Emma Lou on February 26. A family service was held on Thursday, March 2 at FPC 
with Rev. Charles Herrick officiating. 
 
HEARING ASSISTANCE (The devices have been recently checked and they DO 
work!)  LARGE PRINT AND BRAILLE BULLETINS (If you would like a Braille bulletin, please 
let the church office know ahead of time.) We also have CUSHIONS available if you find the 
pews uncomfortable! Please see one of the ushers if any of these aids to worship will enhance 
your participation in the service. 
 
FLOWER CHART   There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate special days in 
our church family.  The new price is $50. Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate 
the occasion that you would like celebrated or honored (birthday, anniversary or memorial), 
write a check to the church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you would like to 
purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement 
scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee. 
 
"YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL TO OUR MISSION! PLEASE SCAN THIS CODE WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE TO GIVE SECURELY ONLINE." Take a picture with your phone and it will 
take you to the website to make a donation. 
 

                                        
 
 

 
  

 
 



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 
 
Sunday, March 5         2nd Sunday in Lent 
10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 
Monday, March 6  
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
10:00 a.m.-12  AARO – Litten Hall 
5:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
6:30 p.m.  Bells of First rehearsal 
7:00 p.m.  Membership Committee Meeting 
 
Tuesday, March 7 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
4:00 p.m.  Adult Forum Committee Meeting 
6:00 p.m.  ALP Prayer group – Library 
6:00 p.m.  GIL Class 
6:30 p.m.  Glen Erin Pipe Band Rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Capital City Chordsmen rehearsal – Chapel 
7:00 p.m.  Book Group Meeting - Zoom 
 
Wednesday, March 8     
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 p.m-.4:30  AARP Tax Preparation - Litten Hall 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study 
4:30 p.m.  Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal 
5:00 p.m.  OpenSpot Theatre- Chapel 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
7:00 p.m.  Deacons Meeting 
 
Thursday, March 9 
9:00 a.m.  GIL Class 
9:00 a.m.  NWI Food Distribution 
7:00 p.m.  Victory in Jesus Bible Study – Library 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, March 10 
5:30 p.m.  Yoga – Yoga Room 
 
Saturday, March 11    
4:00 p.m.  Talent Show 
 
Sunday, March 12  3rd Sunday in Lent 
10:00 a.m.                        Morning Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
12:30 p.m.              Victory in Jesus Ministries Worship 
 

 
 
 



 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE            

 
 

DEACONS’ OFFERING   Please remember the importance of giving to the Deacons Fund to 
support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify “Deacons Fund” 
on your check or electronic donation. 
 
THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE IS LOOKING FOR READERS FOR OUR CANDLE LITANY 
DURING LENT.  If you are interested, please contact Gwen Botting, 
gwenbotting9496@gmail.com or 616-755-2221.   
 
CALL FOR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is Sunday, March 12, 2023   
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Lansing, Michigan, is called for Sunday, March 12, 2023, immediately following the morning 
worship service.  The purpose of the meeting to hear the Session’s reports on the life, work and 
financial status of the church, to receive the annual budget and review the Pastor’s Terms of 
Call. The Annual Report was emailed to the all-church email lists and available as a hard copy 
on February 17. 
 
THE PRESBYTERY 2023 PER CAPITA IS $39.10 PER PERSON.  
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the 
General Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many 
synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the 
ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the 
covenant that binds us together. 
 
2023 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED ON THE CREDENZA AT THE BACK OF THE 
CHAPEL. If you don’t see a box with your name on it and would like one please contact Bev 
Bockes. 
 

 
 

ADULT FORUM  
(11:15-12:15 in Litten Hall downstairs or on zoom).   

(Childcare is available through this time.)     
 

 
 

TODAY -  MARCH 5 
                DEALING WITH MENTAL HEALTH CRISES 
We are pleased to have a return visit from Heather Findley, Director of Mental Health Services for the 
Holt Public Schools.  Ms Findley will be a great resource for vital questions we may have about how to 
identify mental health crises and where to find helpful resources. 
 
 

 

mailto:gwenbotting9496@gmail.com


MARCH 12 
                      A LONG FAITH JOURNEY 
Members Justine Achuonjei and Salim Makoul will relate their faith journeys over the years, and how 
Lansing Presbyterian Church still supports their home countries, Cameroon and Lebanon respectively. 
 
 

MARCH 19 
      MEET MY MOM 

                                                  Carrying the Fire 
        Prince Solace, moderator 

                                                           
In this episode of A Mother’s Perspective you will hear from Queen Darlene Rhodes, a woman who 
consistently carries the "fire" in order to help build character and spread love within poor brown 
communities. Her journey as a single parent, raising 3 African American men will entice you as it pulls on 
the threads that most parents fear. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


