The Church and Social Issues
Lesson 2
Discipleship in the Public Sphere: Shaping Christian Identity and Vocation

1. Read the Bible verses; Romans 12:1-2, 9-18, Galatians 3:26-28, and John 1:35- 2:12.
2. Write down some details about your baptism (on the blank space on the last page of the packet) and compare them to others you have witnessed.
3. Read the material for Session 2. Highlight items that speak to you.
4. Recall and write a summary (on the blank space on the last page of the packet) of a time that you were engaged in social action – a protest, a soup kitchen, a letter to a senator. How might that experience shape how you understand Christian faith?



5. Again, on the blank space on the last page of the packet, answer these three questions. 
a. If being a disciple means being a perpetual learner, where do you see opportunities for new learning in your life? In the life of our congregation?
b. If ministry is always, in part, for the sake of the world where do you see new callings for your own vocation in the world? For our congregation’s ministry in the world?
c. Have you ever felt overwhelmed when faced with all that there is? When? How did you address that felling?
6. Bring the packet with your notes to our next lesson on Jan 15. Give it to me if you think you will misplace it before then. We will summarize both lessons at the beginning of the third lesson.

