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Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church       510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI  48933 January 2017 

 

Un-decorate the Church Day  

Sunday, January 8 
 

After worship on January 8, we will be putting away our Advent finery!  If you can “un-do” 

what you did on Church Decorating Day (Nov. 20), that would be wonderful!  If you weren’t 

able to participate on Nov. 20, though, there will be ways that you can help this day. 

 

Our goal is to return everything to storage, all neatly packed up, ready to bring out again.  If 

you’re not sure what to do, find JoAnn Hengstebeck or Josephine Powers.  For all our hard 

workers, a simple but delicious meal will be provided in the kitchen hallway after your efforts 

have been completed.  Thank you!   (Note:  There is no Adult Forum programming this day.) 

 

Lansing Children’s Choir Invites YOU to their Concert! 
Saturday, January 21   4:00 p.m. 

 
The choirs have been working hard on their music and are getting anxious to 

sing for an audience.  Artistic Director, Megan Higle, and Executive Director, Ben English, hope that you 
will be able to come out to support this community group, which is currently underwritten by the 
Mission Committee of First Presbyterian Church.  The Lansing Children’s Choir primary focus is to be a 
safe place for the children and youth of Lansing and its neighboring communities to express their creative 
side through music.  We learn a variety of styles and languages of children’s choir literature all while 
having fun. Our 2017 Winter Concert is sponsored by the Deacons of First Presbyterian Church.  
 

NOW THAT THE WEATHER IS GETTING COOLER… 

If you have any coats, hats, mittens, gloves, or scarves that you no longer need, please consider 

donating them to the food pantry.  A coat rack and two cardboard boxes are located in the Hall of Pioneers to place 

your donations.  Please hang the coats on the hangers provided and place other winter gear in the boxes.  One is for 

children sizes and the other for adult.  Your gift will be much appreciated!   

A REMINDER OF THE SNOW POLICY FOR THE CHURCH 

The church will not open on those days when the Lansing School District has closed due to unsafe 

driving conditions. 

 

 

The First Epistle 
      Worship, Serve, Grow  

ANNUAL REPORTS from all committees and groups of 

the church are due electronically to Tracy in the church 

office by Friday, January 6.  

(tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org).   Thank you! 

 

mailto:tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
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Epiphany, as the Companion to the Book of Common 

Worship reminds us, “is the celebration of God’s manifestation 
or self-revelation to the world in Jesus Christ.”  If, on 
Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus—during Epiphany 
(which begins on January 6 and runs through the first Sunday 
before Ash Wednesday) we celebrate what that birth 

means.  Specifically, we celebrate that in Jesus, God became fully human that 
we might know God and be reconciled to God through him. 
 
This self-revelation is symbolized by the Star of Bethlehem, which led the Magi 
to the Holy Child and its scope is further exemplified in the fact that the Magi 
were Gentiles.  God is revealed in Jesus not only to the Jews but to all who 
have eyes to see and ears to hear. This is a time of light, a celebration of light, 
the light in one another—in those of us who are familiar and in those of us who 
are strangers—a glimpsing of the “light of the world!”—a light which Jesus 
identifies both as his own, and as shining in those who follow him.   
 
    Indeed, during Epiphany we celebrate that God has made himself known to 
us, that the wall of hostility separating one from another has been torn down, 
the curtain rent and all barriers keeping us from God’s love have been 
destroyed and overcome!   Because God became human, through the Grace 
of God we can know God in humanity—in our own, in the humanity of others—
we can come to know the love of God in loving one another, in lifting one 
another up, in forgiving one another, in rejoicing in one another. 
 
    The worldly decree that enmity between peoples—bigotry and hatred, 
injustice and judgment, low corruption in high places—must always win out—
has been repealed in our recognition of God, the recognition of the Divine in 
the face of one another, and most especially in the face of our newborn 
King!  Epiphany marks our testimony, our liberation and our hope during times 
of darkness.  Divine mercy has set up housekeeping in our midst—Love, itself 
dwells amongst us.  
 
    If Jesus is the gift we receive on Christmas, Epiphany is the never-fully 
completed unwrapping of that present.  Let us remember as January turns to 
February and the days remain dark and drear that the light still shines in you 
and in me—in the ones we love—and in the ones who are different from us—
because God, through Jesus Christ, dwells in the heart of humanity.  It is our 
job to testify to the light, proclaim it and to let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  

 Stan 
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COMPUTER CLASS – JANUARY 10, 17, 24 
 
A three- session basic instruction course on the use of the Windows 10 Operating System will be presented by 

Del Rector in the Computer Lab beginning on Tuesday, January 10, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.  Continuing sessions, if 

needed, will be on January 17 and 24.  Please sign up with the Church Office. 

 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  
 
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 

January 8, 15, 22, 29  Class for All Ages 

Our younger group (age 4 years – 4th grade) will hear and explore the following stories:  God protects 

Jesus’ family; John baptizes Jesus; Being salt and light; Jesus teaches us to pray. 

Our middle schoolers (5th – 8th grades) will dive into Faith Questions surrounding “Christianity and…” 

Our senior highs (9th – 12th grades) will be talking about the Holy Spirit.  

CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 

January 8, 15, 22, 29 
 

Children and Worship is age-appropriate worship for children ages 4 years through 3
rd

 grade.  It meets 

from 10:10 – 11:10 in the Worship Center on the lower level.  This month’s stories include:  Jesus is Baptized; 

Jesus in the Wilderness; the parables of the Mustard Seed and the Great Pearl.   

PARENTS PARALLEL meets in the parlor every Sunday there is Sunday School.  Parents’ 
Parallel is for any parents who would like to meet with others in open discussion about what the 
children are learning in church school, or any topics concerning parenting.  All are welcome to 
drop by Sunday mornings after worship in the parlor.  The younger children will be brought to 
meet you there at noon – have your older kids do the same!  Come give it a try – all are welcome! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
LENTEN PARTNERS 

Yes, we just finished Christmas, but Lent will be here before you know it!  A great way to observe Lent and grow in 

your faith is to sign up to be a Lent Partner. This is for all ages and partners can do letters this year via Email if 

they so choose. Look for specifics at the end of January and be excited for a Lenten Journey with a partner. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 
10:00 a.m.            Morning Worship  
10:10 a.m.            Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m.            Education for 4 yrs. thru 12

th
 Grade 

 
Fellowship Hour following worship Litten Hall 
 
11:20 a.m.            Adult Education 
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ADULT FORUM 2017 
All are welcome! 

Join us after worship in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:20-12:30. 
(Childcare is available through this time.) 

 

January 1, 2017 
HAPPY NEW YEAR, EVERYONE!   

Adult Ed. Committee sends best wishes to all for a joyous new year. 
No Adult Forum today. 

 

      January 8 
Church Un-decorating Day 

It’s the first Sunday after Epiphany and our tradition here at First Church is to put away the beautiful 
Christmas adornments for another year on this day.  So join the camaraderie and lend a hand to make the 

work go rapidly.     
No Adult Forum today. 

 

January 15 
Building the Beloved Community 

Pastor Stan and Willye Bryan will present a program in the continuing series Conversations on Race. 
This beginning year conversation will center on the idea of sharing as a learning tool for building a 
multicultural community. We celebrate the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on January 15; this 
presentation would build on his idea of the Beloved Community. The presentation will include 
multicultural contributions from our church family and the community – an excellent beginning for the 
2017 Conversations and continued Conversations to follow. Spiritual and personal growth is a goal for 
this Forum, come and see how this will work in your life!   
 

January 22 
ALICE 

Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed  
Do you know ALICE? Nearly half of the tri-county’s households are living with unsustainable, yet basic, 
monthly financial expenses. One small crisis…a flat tire, a sick child, an elderly parent…and they will 
struggle to pay routine monthly bills, such as housing, utilities or food. Learn more about these 
households and what’s being done to help them locally. Presentation by Michelle Lantz of Capital Area 
United Way. 

January 29 
Building Relationships 

LaShawn Erby of Union Missionary Baptist Church will join us to discuss “Building Relationships.” The 
talk will include an overview of Everybody Matters, an interactive workshop that we hope to do with 
both congregations and conclude with an introduction to ACTION of Greater Lansing, to which we are 
currently members. She will discuss how our active participation can strengthen relationships and train 
leaders in social justice within our congregation that will ultimately help grow our membership. You 
don’t want to miss this. 
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   CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH                                                                   

January 2017 

From Sallie, our Director of Congregational Life and Community Outreach:  I feel like I say this every year, but “Oh my 

goodness how can it be that another year has gone by?”  My mom used to say, “The older you get, the faster it goes!”  I 

didn’t believe her then, but she sure has turned out to be right!  Happy 2017 to all! 

Congregational Life -- Youth 

We are combining more of our middle and senior high youth fellowship activities to give the kids more people to have 

fun with.  Please also feel free to invite friends to any fellowship activity.  They are always welcome.  Here is the 

schedule for January and February: 

Date (Sundays unless 

otherwise noted) 

Activity Time Place Group/s 

January     

1  New Year’s Day No fellowship    

7  SATURDAY 

(not open Sundays) 

Trampolines –will purchase 

tickets ahead and need 

parental waiver 

1-3 District 5-

Lansing 

Both 

8 No fellowship    

15-Sal gone No fellowship    

16-MONDAY  

MLK Day 

Zap Zone has a special this day If parents 

want to 

supervise? 

Zap Zone Both 

18-WEDNESDAY Survival Kits 5:30-8 Hill Both 

22 YST meeting 4pm (3-7) LMP office-

Kazoo 

Both 

29 Sal/APCE No fellowship    

February     

5 Sledding/bowling 12-3 lunch at 

church 

Hawk Island Both 

12 Fellowship  5-7 Church Seniors 

19 No fellowship    

20 MONDAY 

Presidents Day 

Zap Zone special on Monday 1-3 Zap Zone Both 

26 Fellowship 5-7 Church Seniors 
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   CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH continued           

We look forward to more activities following this schedule, but that takes up too much room in the newsletter!    The 

Alma Youth Mix, for high school students, is the first weekend in March, and a reservation has already been made for 

the high ropes course at Howell Nature Center in May.  We hope to work with Megan and Kathy again for more chances 

to lead worship, then of course, Graduate Sunday and more.   

There are several opportunities for our youth to consider participating in this coming summer.  In early summer (end of 

June or early July), we will once again travel to Charlevoix, Greensky Hill Church, to spend some time with our friends 

from the Little Bay Band of Odawa.  We hope to organize our participation with their summer youth program so we can 

get to know another group of people there.  I am waiting to hear from them on the specific dates they would like us to 

be there. 

In July, the senior highs will have the opportunity to travel to a youth conference at Montreat (July 15-22).  All of the 

arrangements are still being worked out, but it is anticipated that about 45 youth and adults from around our Lake 

Michigan presbytery will travel to Montreat, in North Carolina, together as one group.  Supervising adults will go with 

the group as advisors, much like how the Triennium was organized.  Details are to be determined, but those are the 

dates for sure.  As soon as I have more definite information, I will be in touch, but try to keep that week open if you are 

interested.  I’m assuming the cost will be similar to that of the Triennium. 

The week of July 22-29 is the annual New Wilmington Missionary Conference.  This conference has been happening 

annually for over 100 years. People from all over the world that are working in the mission field, come to share their 

experiences and build relationships.  A family, a youth group or an individual can attend this event.  More information 

can be found at www.nwmcmissioin.org.  

Community Outreach 

First of all, a great big “THANK YOU” to everyone who took home bells from the “Angel Tree” and purchased gifts for 

families in our neighborhood.  This congregation is so willing to give to others, it’s just awesome!  The Christmas Spirit 

is certainly shared freely by this congregation.  

As members of ACTION of Greater Lansing, we participate in planning and implementing the Annual Martin Luther 

King Jr Breakfast, held at Union Missionary Baptist Church.  This year the event will be on Saturday, February 4 at 

10:00 a.m., and one of the keynote speakers will be Gretchen Whitmer.  This is always a very interesting time to hear 

more about what is going on across the city of Lansing and beyond.  Tickets can be purchased online, or from Sallie 

Campbell or Willye Bryan.  The cost is $10. 

M.A.D.D. Camp (Music, Art, Dance and Drama) will happen again this summer.  We are planning on the week of July 

17-21.  All school age children are welcome to attend, with high school students and young adults welcome to be 

assistants.  More information will be coming, but mark your calendars and tell your friends! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Beyond Boomers luncheon will be held on Wednesday, January 4 at 12:00 in 

the church parlor. Join us to share a meal and maybe some holiday memories, both past and 

present. Don't be put off by the title of this lunch. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

We want to include YOU in this monthly meal. If you would like transportation to the lunch, 

don't hesitate to call Kathe Smith with your request. If you find yourself at the church on 

January 4 for whatever the reason, come on in had have a bowl of soup on us! 

 

 

http://www.nwmcmissioin.org/
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TLC 

Thursday, January 12, 2017   1:00 p.m. 

TLC will meet on Thursday, January 12, at 1:00 p.m.   We are going to Houlihan’s in the 

Lansing Mall.   Call Barbara Kaye (321-4262) for reservations or information.  TLC is a 

group of single women friends from the church who meet on the second Thursday of each 

month for lunch.  We would love to have you join us for this time of fellowship. 

 

Fair Trade chocolate bars, tea, coffee, hot chocolate and 

olive oil is available for purchase in Litten Hall after worship!  Fair 

Trade chocolates and cocoas are delicious treats that support small-scale 

farmers and their families, made with organic chocolate and sugar from 

co-ops in Central and South America.  Always organic, always small-

farmer grown.   With your support, these communities invest in 

education, health care, and agricultural improvements.  Together we can create stronger local 

communities, a more just food system and a healthier planet! 

 

2017 Per Capital Assessment 

The 2017 per capita assessment is $26.75.  “Per capita” is the per-member assessment each 

congregation pays to support the administrative costs of our denomination (Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), including Presbytery of Lake Michigan, Synod of the Covenant, and General Assembly).  

Please consider a separate check for this important work in addition to your pledge for support of 

our church and missions. 





STEWARDSHIP AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES 
 
As of December 15, there have been 90 pledges received for a total amount to be given in 2017 of 
$302,896.  There are four members who pledged in the past and have, or will be moving, and will not pledge 
this year.  We have added seven new pledges for 2017.  There are 31 outstanding pledges to be returned if 
those members choose to pledge this year as they did in 2016.  The total amount of pledges for 2016 was 
$361,398 and almost all of that has been received not including offerings from December.  We pray the 
pledged giving for 2017 will exceed the amount received in 2016.  
 

The Capital Campaign fund has a balance of $92,589 remaining for making improvements to the 

sanctuary windows and sashes, chapel columns and foundation work, and the front steps to the 
sanctuary.  The Building and Grounds committee has made great progress in improving the building, but more 
work is needed and additional funds are always welcomed.  Some smaller projects will be completed this 
spring and summer with funds from some individuals who have graciously provided support to make 
improvements.   
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Book Group 
 
Winter is a great time to curl up with a good book and talk about it with friends.  We invite you to join us 
the first Tuesday of each month in the church parlor.  
 
Tuesday,   January 3   7:00 p.m. 

Let It Snow: Three Holiday Romances  by John Green, Maureen Johnson, & Lauren 
Myracle. 
A Christmas Eve snowstorm transforms one small town into a romantic haven, the kind 
you see only in movies.  After all, a cold and wet hike from a stranded train through the 
middle of nowhere would not normally end with a delicious kiss from a charming stranger.  
And no one would think that a trip to the Waffle House through four feet of snow would 
lead to love with an old friend.  Or that the way back to true love begins with a painfully 
early morning shift at Starbucks. Thanks to three of today’s bestselling authors—John 
Green, Maureen Johnson, and Lauren Myracle—the magic of the holidays shines on these 
hilarious and charming interconnected tales of love, romance, and breathtaking kisses.  
Discussion led by Sharon Carr, Linda Diepenhorst, and Pat Eenigenburg. 

 

Tuesday,   February 7   7:00 p.m. 

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice & Redemption by Bryan Stevenson. 
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal 
practice dedicated to defending the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children 
trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of 
Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted 
he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy and legal brinksmanship—
and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice.  Just Mercy is at once an 
unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window 
into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in the 
pursuit of true justice.  Discussion led by Linda Diepenhorst. 
 
 

Tuesday,   March 7   7:00 p.m. 

The Nightingale  by Kristen Hannah 

With courage, grace and powerful insight, bestselling author Kristin Hannah captures the 
epic panorama of WWII and illuminates an intimate part of history seldom seen: the 
women's war.  The Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and 
experience, by ideals, passion and circumstance, each embarking on her own dangerous path 
toward survival, love, and freedom in German-occupied, war-torn France--a heartbreakingly 
beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and the durability of women.  
It is a novel for everyone, a novel for a lifetime.  Discussion led by Shirley Herrick. 
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           LINK NEWS  
 

 

Due to the loss of several of our church family members this season, the Eastside LINK 

coordinators cancelled their November outing and postponed the December gathering. 

Our next LINK gathering will be a brunch held at the home of Karen and Richard Wampler 

on Saturday, January 7, at 11:00 a.m. Please bring a favorite brunch dish to share and help 

us ring in the New Year. Tableware and some beverages will be provided.  An email will 

follow with more specific information. 

 

The DeWitt/Northeast Lansing LINK group will meet for breakfast on Saturday, January 

21 at 9:00 a.m. at the DeWitt Flap Jack Shack on old US-27.  It’s time to plan upcoming 

activities! 

Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK will be holding its monthly breakfast at Dimitri's 

Restaurant, on Saturday, January 14 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
South Delta LINK will meet for its regular third-Saturday breakfast at Dimitri’s 
Restaurant at 9:00 a.m., January 21. 
 

North Delta North Lansing LINK will be having a gathering at the Blankenship house on 

Friday, January 20, at 7:00 p.m., to play board and card games. Light snacks will be served. 

HOME LINK will celebrate the days getting longer with breakfast at Delhi Cafe on January 
21 at   9:00 a.m. 
 

THANK YOU to all of the LINK Leaders for your dedication, support and effort to 

make 2016 a great year for our LINK groups.  The monthly and periodic events 

were well attended and enjoyed by all.  Several Christmas parties brought our 

neighborhood church families together for fun and fellowship. 

 

For Link Leaders:  A 45 minute LINK Leaders meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 

January 15, 2017 at 8:45 a.m. in Litten Hall.  A reminder will be sent out after the 

holidays. 
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2017 FLOWER CALENDAR 
 
The 2017 calendar will soon be posted on the bulletin board by the office.  The cost is $50 to provide 
chancel flowers any given Sunday you choose to commemorate a special event.  The sooner you sign up, 
the more likely you are to get the date(s) you want! 
 
 

Highlights from the December 14 Session meeting include: 

1)  A joint meeting was held with both the Session and Deacon boards in December with a potluck to thank 

outgoing officers and welcome to new officers. 

2) The communion schedule for 2017 was approved, including the dates for serving homebound members.   

3) Received a report from the Member Care Task Force on how our congregation is serving our homebound 

members, those members with temporary needs, and progress on the development of the Angel team.   

4) Had a joint discussion about elders serving communion to homebound communion recipients with the 

assistance of deacons.  Chris DeYonke and George Bennett, Worship Committee co-chairperson, will develop 

a plan for the new process for presentation to Session for approval.   

5) Accepted with regret the request for a transfer of membership from Wes and Sue Bara who have moved to 

Interlochen, Michigan to the First United Methodist Church in Traverse City, Michigan. 

DEACON NOTES 

The Deacons are active through this season and every season, taking to heart our mission of 

Building the Kingdom of God. 

 

The Deacons enjoyed our annual joint meeting with Session in December, where we ate well and 

worked together on common goals and needs for the church. Then we set to work. 

 

With the help of the entire congregation, the Deacons filled 125 Christmas food baskets for 

needy families in our neighborhood, just as we did for Thanksgiving. The Deacons also filled a 

Christmas Hope Tree in the Chapel entrance with ornament tags displaying the names and gift 

wishes of several of our neediest local families, and worked with generous members of the 

church to fulfill those wishes. The board of Deacons also voted at the December meeting to fund 

the purchase of a new AED defibrillator needed for our building.  

 

All of this is in addition to regular Deacon activities, including visitation to our shut-ins, ushering, 

monthly bingo nights, quarterly Advent House dinners, and the ongoing effort of our Food 

Pantry.  

 

Thanks to the many church members and volunteers who work alongside the Deacons to build 

the Kingdom of God where we live and worship. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Bill Collins – Moderator 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

1/01  Rick Bennett 

1/01  Rebecca Smith 

1/03  Jan Hines 

1/03  Andrew Fawaz 

1/04  Bessie Roper 

1/05  Elaine Wenglarski 

1/06  Karen Rude 

1/06  Julie Holbrook 

1/06  Liz Bales 

1/07  Jack Fuller 

1/07  Kelsey Gallimore 

1/08  Shelia Conrad 

1/12  Gwen Botting 

1/17  Darla Jackson  

1/17  Ireland Gallimore 

1/18  Helen Toebe 

1/18  Susan Affholter 

1/18  Jerry Keller 

1/19  Marilyn Poland 

1/19  Nick Smalley 

1/22  Brian Koon 

1/23  Krista Botting 

1/24  Betty Eva 

1/25  Charlie Palmer 

1/25  Claude Fawaz 

1/26  Glenn Ross 

1/28  Michael DeYonke 

1/29  Jackie Metzger 

1/29  James Pyle 

1/30  Ylani Roper 

1/31  Ralph Johnston 

1/31  Dart Hartgerink 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MISSION PROJECT – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  
“Gift of the Heart Kits” 

 
On January 24, Rachel Layne, Sallie Campbell and Kathy Banghart will be attending the annual conference of the 
Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) in Denver, Colorado.  All participants at the Denver Annual 
Event are encouraged to join the local churches there in collecting items for “Gift of the Heart” Hygiene Kits.  On 
Friday evening, January 27, the entire conference will act as one body to put together their goal of 500+ Hygiene 
Kits to be distributed by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to communities in need. 
 
These are the items we are collecting.  If you would like to help this effort, please bring any of the following items to 
church by Sunday, January 22.  You can put them in Kathy or Sallie’s mailbox.  Thank you for your support! 
  
1 — hand towel (approximately 16" x 28", no fingertip or bath towels) 
1 — washcloth 
1 — wide-tooth comb (remove from package) 
1 — nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards; remove from package) 
1 — bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
1 — toothbrush (in original packaging) 
10 — Band-Aids® or other adhesive bandage strips 
 
  

ROBERT BURNS SUPPER      Saturday, January 28 

 

The Glen Erin Pipe Band's Robert Burns Celebration will be held January 28, 2017, 

once again at the Eagle Eye Banquet Center in East Lansing. Doors open at 5:00 

p.m., program begins at 6:15 p.m. Join us for a festive evening of Scottish culture, 

including dinner with haggis on the side, a tribute to Burns, and lots of music with 

bagpiping and drumming and Highland dancing, door prizes and raffle. First Pres 

is always well represented. Tickets are $45. See Pat Affholter or Bill Collins, call 517-

230-2506, or email bill@pipercollins.com. 

mailto:bill@pipercollins.com
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 
 

THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of expressing any   special event or time in your life that you would 
like to remember, by making a contribution to the Celebration Club.  The donation you give will be used to help 
build up our Endowment Fund.  
 
Donors in 2016:  Carole Orth Family, Jean Dietrich, Wes and Sue Bara, Karen and Bill Rude, Shirley Cummings, 
Bessie Roper, Ed Purchis, Roger and Laura Wilkinson, Jim and Debbie Donaldson, Sue Bara. 
 
Total received in 2016:  $1,115.00     Total received 2007 – October 2016:  $29, 318.71 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is extended to Jean Dietrich and family upon the death of 
Bill on December 7. The funeral was held here at FPC on Saturday, December 17 at 11:00 a.m. with 
Rev. Stanley Jenkins officiating.  
 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is extended to Susan Reames and family upon the death of 
Herb Jones, who died on December 12. The funeral was held here at FPC on Wednesday, December 21, 
at 11:00 a.m. with Rev. Jenkins officiating. 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Nasim Namy and family upon the marriage of his son, Mark, to 
Maria Venegas-Vargas on Saturday, November 26.  Rev. Stanley Jenkins officiated.     
 

HOSPITALIZED:  Dave Angus, Carol Johnson 
 

The February First Epistle deadline is January 15.   Please submit 

articles to Kathy Banghart,   kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org 
 
 



 January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 

Liturgists Chris Venetis Alyse Collins Barb Edema Linda Diepenhorst Geoff Blair 

Videographers Bryse Friess Russ Jenks Charlie Phillips Sam Smith Rich Blankenship 

Greeters:      

    Chapel John & Betty 

Eva 

Mark & Jean 
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Sunday, January 1 NEW YEARS DAY 
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship /Deacon offering  
Monday, January 2 NWI closed today  

Church office open 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
Tuesday, January 3  
11:00 a.m. B&G Committee 
12:10 p.m. Yoga  
5:30 p.m.  Adult Ed. Committee – Library 
6:30 p.m.  Bagpipers – Reception Room/LH 
7:00 p.m.  LanSINGOut Rehearsal -Chapel 
7:00 p.m.  Book Group – Parlor 
Wednesday, January 4 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study  
Noon  Beyond Boomers Luncheon 
5:00 p.m.  GIL Board Meeting 
5:30 p.m.  Personnel Committee –Library 
6:00 p.m. Mid-Michigan Photo Club – Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m.  Yoga 
6:30 p.m.  Mission Committee – Library 
Thursday, January 5 
8:30 a.m-3 NWI Food Drop- Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m. Library Committee 
6:00 p.m.  Downtown Neighborhood Assoc. Meeting - Library 
6:00 p.m.-9 GIL Class 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, January 6    Annual reports due 
6:00 p.m.  Yoga  
Saturday, January 7 
Sunday, January 8 
8:15 a.m.  YEC Meeting 
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship / Communion  

Un-decorate the church 
10:10 a.m. Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m. Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
  Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
1:30 p.m.  Bagpiper rehearsal 
Monday, January 9 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
3:30 p.m.  Personnel Committee Meeting 
5:30 p.m.  MIF Committee Meeting - Library 
6:00 p.m.  MMPC Officers Meeting – Litten Hall  
6:45 p.m.  Bells of First Rehearsal  
Tuesday, January 10 
8:30 a.m.-4 AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
1:00 p.m.-3 NWI Cooking Class 
12:10 p.m. Yoga  
2:00 p.m.  Computer class – Windows 10 
5:30 p.m.  Worship Committee - Library 
5:30 p.m.  Membership Committee – Meeting Room 
6:30 p.m.  Bagpipers – Reception Room/Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  LanSINGOut Rehearsal –Chapel 
Wednesday, January 11  
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal- Chapel 
6:00 p.m.  Yoga 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 MI Pride Meeting - Library 
7:00 p.m.  Deacons Meeting 
Thursday, January 12 
8:30 a.m.-4 AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m.-2 NWI Bread Distribution- upstairs 
1:00 p.m.  TLC – Houlihan’s 
6:00 p.m.-9 GIL Class 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, January 13 
6:00 p.m.  Yoga 
Saturday, January 14 
Sunday, January 15  
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship / New officers installed 
10:10 a.m. Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m. Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 

11:20 a.m. Adult Education – Reception Room 
11:30 a.m. Finance Committee - Library 
Monday, January 16 MLK HOLIDAY    NO GIL/ Church office closed  
6:00 p.m.  LanSINGOut Board Meeting? 
6:45 p.m.  Bells of First Rehearsal 
Tuesday, January 17 
8:30 a.m.-4 AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
12:10 p.m. Yoga  
2:00 p.m.  Computer class-Windows 10–Computer Lab, upstrs 
6:30 p.m.  Bagpipers – Reception Room/Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  LanSINGOut Rehearsal – Chapel 
Wednesday, January 18 
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal- Chapel 
6:00 p.m.  Yoga 
7:00 p.m.  Session Meeting 
Thursday, January 19 
8:30 a.m.-4 AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
8:30 a.m-3 NWI Food Drop-upstairs 
6:00 p.m.-9 GIL Class 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, January 20  
6:00 p.m.  Yoga 
Saturday, January 21 
4:00 p.m.  Lansing Children’s choir concert- Sanctuary 
Sunday, January 22  
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
10:10 a.m. Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m. Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
  Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m. Adult Education – Reception Room 
3:30 p.m.  Advent House Meal?   
Monday, January 23 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
6:45 p.m.  Bells of First Rehearsal 
Tuesday, January 24  
8:30 a.m.-4 AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
12:10 p.m. Yoga  
2:00 p.m.  Computer class-Windows 10-Computer lab, upstrs 
6:30 p.m.  Bagpipers - Reception Room/ Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  LanSINGOut Rehearsal- Chapel  
Wednesday, January 25  
10:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal- Chapel 
6:00 p.m.  LAHR Board Meeting - Library 
6:00 p.m.  Yoga 
Thursday, January 26 
8:30 a.m.-4 AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
10:00 a.m.-2 NWI Bread Distribution-upstairs 
6:00 p.m.-9 GIL Class 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, January 27 
6:00 p.m.  Yoga 
Saturday, January 28 
Sunday, January 29 
10:00 a.m. Morning Worship / 2Cemts a Meal Offering rec’d 
10:10 a.m. Children and Worship 
11:00 a.m. Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
  Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m. Adult Education – Reception Room 
3:30 p.m.  Advent House Meal? 
Monday, January 30 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Library 
5:00 p.m.  NWI Cooking Class 
6:45 p.m.  Bells of First Rehearsal 
Tuesday, January 31 
8:30 a.m.-4 AARP tax training – Litten Hall 
12:10 p.m. Yoga  
6:30 p.m.  Bagpipers Reception Room/ Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.  LanSINGOut Rehearsal - Chapel

 11:00 a.m.                Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 


