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YEAR END DEVOTIONAL MESSAGE FOR SESSION 2017
Elder Willye Bryan
One year later! I did the devotion last year at this time, when the country had just elected a new
president.
At that time I talked about how love was the one thing that could get us through, heal any
perceived wounds. Well, where are we? We have certainly been challenged! We have seen enormous
and what has seemed like insurmountable challenges in 2017! Natural disasters – hurricanes Harvey,
Irma, Jose, and Maria lashed our continental shores, our U.S. possessions in the Atlantic Ocean, and
possessions in the Caribbean Sea. Houston, Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands were
tormented like nothing in 100 years. Wild fires burned our western shores, demonic individuals with
powerful automatic guns shot and killed hundreds of our fellow citizens and for some of those we
have yet to determine reasons for these heinous acts. We have had to endure exhaustive travel ban
initiatives directed at immigrants to this “nation of immigrants”, rollbacks on important environmental
regulations, and the highest rise of hate groups in this country in more than 50 years! We have
endured assaults on our national health care and a tax bill that will benefit the super-rich 1% and not
the poor and working class. We have heard statements supporting racism, sexism, and misogyny
coming from much of the leadership in the country!
AND SO WHAT DID WE DO? I am happy to say we rose to the occasion! We lined up in droves to
donate blood, food, people power, and money to help those communities that were heavily impacted.
I was exhilarated when First Pres through the Mission Committee decided to contribute $3,000 to
hurricane relief efforts in the needed regions. And still we rise! More citizens are stepping up to
participate in the democratic process. Young people, women, and minorities are getting involved in
the process like never before and we are learning to trust each other and rely on each other to
institute change. And still we rise! We are acting out our love for one another. We are facing down
hate and opening our doors to help those in need. All Saints Episcopal right here in Lansing becoming
a Sanctuary Church is an example of our developing openness.
We have experienced much heart wrenching personal loss right here in our congregation at
First Pres this year. And yet we rise! We held onto each other, we made meals, we made phone calls,
home visits, and hospital visits, we had each others’ backs! And I really feel that we have been not
afraid to love! And this gives me soaring hope and it is my prayer that it gives you hope as well.
“Lord we ask your continued blessings on our ability to discern the correct path to follow so that we
can sustain our loving relationships with each other.” Amen.
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Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent
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and falls this year on February 14. Valentine’s
Day! This is a year of strange calendaristic
coincidences. Indeed, this year Easter falls on
April Fool’s Day.
Be that as it may, Lent is the time before Easter when we follow
Jesus into the wilderness where he was tempted by the devil. It is
a time of repentance and self-examination. It is a time of prayer
and reconnection.
We begin this season with the imposition of ashes, it is an ancient
tradition reminding us of our mortality and also of God’s promise
of everlasting life. We will hold services at First Presbyterian at
7:00 pm. All are welcome.
Below, please find a brief devotion for Ash Wednesday by Walter
Brueggemann. It comes from his book of Lenten devotions
published in 2017 and entitled, “A Way other than Our Own”. The
full list of devotions can be found at:
26169-6_Brueggemann_Final Pages.indd
I hope you find it helpful. I have as I’ve begun my preparations for
Lent.
Seek the Lord
while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
—Isaiah 55:6–7

These verses are a familiar call to worship or a call to repentance, not a bad accent for Lent. The
face of God shown here is of a Lord near at hand, ready to forgive, a God of grace. But this is a God
to whom a turn must be made, a God of demand, a God of demand ready to be a God of grace . . .
not just hard demand, not just easy grace, but grace and demand, the way all serious
relationships work.
The imperative is around four verbs, “seek, call, for-sake, return,” good Lenten verbs. But this is
not about generic repentance for generic sin. I believe, rather, the sin addressed concerns for
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Pastor’s Corner continued…

Jews too eager to become Babylonians, too easy to compromise Jewish identity, Jewish faith,
Jewish discipline—in order to get along in a Babylonian empire that had faith in other gods with
other disciplines. The imperatives are summons to come back to an original identity, an
elemental discipline, a primal faith.
I suggest, moreover, that these are just about the right imperatives for Lent among us Christians.
For I believe the crisis in the U.S. church has almost nothing to do with being liberal or
conservative; it has everything to do with giving up on the faith and discipline of our Christian
baptism and settling for a common, generic U.S. identity that is part patriotism, part
consumerism, part violence, and part affluence.
The good news for the church is that nobody, liberal or conservative, has high ground. The hard
news is that the Lenten prerequisite for mercy and pardon is to ponder again the initial identity
of baptism . . . “child of the promise,” . . . “to live a life worthy of our calling,” worthy of our calling
in the face of false patriotism; overheated consumerism; easy, conventional violence; and
limitless acquisitiveness. Since these forces and seductions are all around us, we have much to
ponder in Lent about our baptismal identity.
Lent is a time to consider again our easy, conventional compromises and see again about
discipline, obedience, and glad identity. And the climax of these verses:
that he may have mercy . . .
for he will abundantly pardon.
Isa. 55:7
The word to the compromised deportees is that God’s face of pardon and mercy is turned exactly
to the ones who reengage an identity of faith.
God of grace and demand, you challenge us to
reclaim our baptismal identity as those whose lives
are built on your call and your promises—not on
the easy, seductive forces around us. Stir our hearts
that we may engage your transforming word anew
and rediscover its power to save. Amen.

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Wednesday, February 14
at 7:00 p.m.
There will be a worship service in the Molly Grove Chapel
Wednesday, February 14 at 7:00 p.m. The service will
include the imposition of ashes, and celebration of the Lord’s
Supper.
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CALL FOR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation of the
First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is called for Sunday,
February 25, 2018, immediately following the morning worship
service. The purpose of the meeting to hear the Session’s reports on
the life, work and financial status of the church, and to receive the
annual budget.

Copies of the printed Annual Report are available at the doors to
the sanctuary and in the church office.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY 4, 11, 18, 25




Class for All ages, after worship

Younger Group meets on the lower Level, classroom nearest the kitchen.
Middle High Youth meet in the Youth room, lower level, Eastern end of the
hallway.
Senior High Youth meet in the Meditation Room, on the main floor, outside of
the Chapel.

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2018 BEGINS FEBRUARY 25
Led by Rev. Jenkins
Confirmation Class 2018 will begin Sunday, February 25 with a pizza
party, continue over 10 weeks (taking a break March 25 and April 1)
during the Education Hour, and conclude on Sunday, April 29. Those who
are joining the church will be received in worship on Pentecost, May 20.
Confirmation is for youth 7TH – 12TH grades.
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUM 2018
All are welcome!
(11:20-12:20 Adult Ed Room downstairs)
All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely topics.
(Childcare is available through this time.)

FEBRUARY ADULT FORUMS
February 4 - Final week of Bible Study
Drop-ins welcome!
Many members have requested that we offer more in the way of Bible
study (in addition to Wednesday mornings). Elder Ceci Anderson,
teacher and longtime student of the Bible, has stepped forward to lead
us in working through some basic questions of our faith during Adult Forum.
She will be using the PC(USA) material "Faith Questions," challenging us to grow our faith
by responding to questions that were originally posed by youth in our denomination.
 Feb. 4 – The Letters – Why Read Old News?
TWO GREAT PRESENTATIONS IN FEBRUARY FOR
AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
On Sunday, February 11, there will be a presentation on DNA and the role it has played in
determining African American ancestry. The presenter will be Mr. Gary Wilkes. Gary was born
and raised in Brooklyn, New York. He earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Mathematics and a Masters
and post-Masters degrees in Chemical Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. His has spent more than ½ of his work career in Research & Development positions.
He and his wife Ruby Butler Wilkes have two sons and one grandson. He has been a member of
the Lansing Area African American Genealogy Society (LAAAGS) since 2012 and is currently
serving as its President. He is also a recent member of the African American Genealogy and
Historical Society and has begun working towards becoming a Certified Professional Genealogist.
Gary is a Chemical Engineer at Dart Container Corporation in Mason, MI.
On Sunday, February 25, another presentation is planned as a follow-up to the DNA program.
This will be a demonstration event. More information to follow on this segment of the series.

February 18
Pastor Stan will lead us as we continue to explore the Christian Spiritual tradition. Starting up
where we left off in December, we will focus on the 13th century Beguines, a semi-monastic lay
woman’s movement (which really riled up the patriarchs of the Church!) and the equally
controversial Meister Eckhart. We will explore just how these figures challenged and threatened
the Church hierarchy of their time and their significance to our Christian walk in our own time.
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 CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS

 

Sallie Campbell, Director

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

It seems as though we just finished the season of Advent and we are very quickly moving into the
season of Lent. Ash Wednesday is just around the corner. The hope for this season is to provide
some opportunities to learn more about “Hunger and Local Concerns.” This will include some
educational opportunities as well as some hands-on service/mission activities. Some of the
planned activities are still in process, so watch the bulletin for further information.
We have a new way to keep attendance records and hopefully keep the congregation (and
visitors) informed about what’s happening in our church. With each bulletin on Sunday morning,
there will be a slip of paper with sections to collect information about who is in church and give
everyone a chance to sign up for upcoming events and learn about other things of interest. This
is an attempt by the Membership Committee to improve our communication among existing
members and visitors who are new. It’s a way to gather information about how to become more
involved with the activities of the church, outside of worship. The new “cards” are a trial, and
will have changes made to them as the calendar changes and/or suggestions are made about how
to improve the layout, the content etc. Please feel free to contact Pam Blair
(blairkids3@yahoo.com) with any suggestions.
Confirmation begins on February 25 and is being led by Pastor Stan and Sallie Campbell. This
class will meet for 8 class periods, and also attend a presbytery-wide retreat with other youth
from around the presbytery to learn more about and discuss church membership and what that
means. Everyone will have a chance to determine if they are ready and/or interested in joining
the church as a member. If so, they will be presented to the Session and the congregation in May.
Plans for a summer mission trip for youth are underway for the week of July 15-21. First
Presbyterian Church of Marquette has invited youth from all over the presbytery to come and
enjoy the beautiful surroundings of God’s creation in the U.P, learn more about urban ministry in
Marquette and get to know other youth from Lake Michigan Presbytery and beyond. More
information will come soon, but mark your calendars now! This trip is for older (rising high
school) youth.
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GLOBAL INSTITUTE OF LANSING
The Global Institute of Lansing has been housed at First Presbyterian
Church since its inception in December of 2010. Since that time over 60
refugee people have graduated from the program, obtaining an accredited high school diploma.
The Global Institute takes students who are no longer eligible to be in a traditional high school,
due to their age, and enrolls them in an accredited on-line program. Teachers and tutors then
help the students complete the required curriculum for the accredited diploma. The GIL
classroom offers a positive educational environment where English can be practiced while the
other academic subject areas are mastered. GIL works to maintain an atmosphere of peace,
respect, encouragement and inspiration. Some of the main objectives of GIL are to increase the
graduation rate among refugees while decreasing the dropout rate; decrease the unemployment
rate of refugees; and increase the literacy rate among refugee people. Here is a partial list of the
countries the students have come from: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan/Nepal, Burma,
Burundi, Central African Republic, Congo, Dominican Republic, Cuba, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Guatemala, Honduras, Iraq, Kenya, Liberia, Mexico, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania and Vietnam. The
majority of the GIL graduates go on to Lansing Community College or full-time employment.
Some have also gone on to larger universities, such MSU and UM. Please feel free to visit the
classroom (lower level, Adult Ed. room) and introduce yourself to the students Monday - Friday,
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

NORTHWEST INITIATIVE
NorthWest Initiative (on our second floor) originally opened its doors in 2000 is an independent
“501(c)(3) non-profit organization working to strengthen and sustain healthy communities in
Lansing’s ‘grand neighborhoods’ – the City area bounded by the Grand River on the north, east
and south. Through community engagement and mobilization, NWI advances the development
of healthy, vibrant communities by building capacity to identify needs and formulate
strategies to create change.” Free services and programs are provided to the community to
help close the health disparity gap through increasing food access and security, community
development, youth engagement and skills building.
Lansing has 6 large areas known as “food deserts,” with either no access to fresh and healthy
food, or access only to fast food chains and convenience stores. These areas either force people
without cars to walk for miles or take a 30-60 minute bus ride to buy groceries at the nearest full
service grocery store. Living in a food desert contributes to overall health inequity, poor diets,
obesity, heart disease and diabetes.
One of NWI’s newest programs is the Mobile Farmer’s Market. NWI purchased a vehicle that
was then transformed into a mobile market. This vehicle travels around these neighborhood
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Northwest Initiative continued…

food desert areas, selling mostly locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables to residents. The
goal of the MFM is to provide at least 1000 residents who live in the six identified food desert
neighborhoods with access to fresh healthy foods. Sponsors and volunteers are needed to
sustain this project. If you, or someone you know, might be interested in getting involved with
and/or supporting the mobile market, please contact Sallie Campbell (in the church office, 4820668), or Jo Powers (powersjosephine@gmail.com).

FPC Food Pantry Sampling & Cooking Class

Meet our new AmeriCorps member, Allie Maldonado! Allie is a recent graduate from Western
Michigan University with a degree in Dietetics. She grew up in Lansing and is glad to be back home giving
back to her community through AmeriCorps. She loves serving in the First Presbyterian Food Pantry and
getting to know our volunteers and clients. This January, she started a new program with the pantry
called Pantry Sampling. Allie utilizes items we carry in the pantry and the Easy Food Pantry Favorites
cook book to make a delicious meal. She then offers samples of that dish to the pantry clients. She also
leads a cooking class once a month to teach how to make that recipe. This is a great way to engage with
the clients and to share nutrition information with them. She has received positive feed-back from the
pantry clients and is eager to keep the program going throughout the year! This month, she will be
sharing samples February 19 through February 22. Her Pantry Cooking Class will be held on February 27
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Allie would like to thank the FPC Mission Committee for helping to fund
this project! If you would like to contribute anything to her project, you can contact her at
alexandriam@nwlansing.org or 517-999-2894.
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SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE TEAM
No sign-ups, just show up any Sunday Morning. Meet at
9:20 a.m. by the Molly Grove Chapel to help with little tasks
such as coffee hosts, guides, greeters, or ushers. See you
some Sunday to serve!

WHAT MAKES FAIR TRADE COCOA AND
CHOCOLATE PRODUCTS DIFFERENT?
We (Equal Exchange Coop) source our cacao
exclusively from small-scale farmer co-ops in the
Dominican Republic, Panama, Ecuador and Peru. The
farmers own their land and control their livelihoods.
As co-op members, together they choose how to
invest Fair Trade premiums in their communities, such as installing wells for drinking water, a
nursery for cacao plants, or a new school. For an industry traditionally rooted in exploitation –
and a reliance on child slave labor – this is a big feat.
In 2000 and 2001, journalists documented the continued practice of forced child labor in the
West African cocoa trade—source of 70% of the world's cocoa. Since the Ivory Coast in West
Africa alone produces 40% of the world's cocoa, its beans are mixed into almost every brand of
mass-produced chocolate. Yet, corporations of the global cocoa/chocolate trade - companies like
Hershey's, Mars, Nestlé, Russell Stover, Cargill, and ADM - have done little to address this
problem.
Most cocoa on the world market is bought "blind" through importers and brokers, but Equal
Exchange's fairly traded cocoa is monitored - from the farmers to the store shelf - by
independent, non-profit, certifying organizations that guarantee that the cocoa was produced and
traded in a socially responsible manner, specifically that:
1) International Labor Organization Conventions 29, 105 and 138 on child labor and forced
labor are adhered to.
2) The cocoa was bought directly from a democratically controlled co-operative of small scale
farmers. This helps them gain more control of their livelihoods and ensures farmers a higher
percentage of cocoa export revenues.
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HE WHITE PRIVILEGE CONFERENCE 2018 - WPC 19
Grand Rapids, Michigan
April 4 -April 7, 2018

Super People & Superpowers: Prepare to be the Future of
Social Justice Work
Registration is open NOW!
The White Privilege Conference provides a challenging, collaborative
and comprehensive experience. We strive to empower and equip
individuals to work for equity and justice through self and social
transformations.”
The conference is unique in its ability to bring together high school and college students,
teachers, university faculty and higher education professionals, nonprofit staff, activists, social
workers and counselors, healthcare workers, and members of the spiritual community and corporate
arena. Annually, more than 1,500 attend from more than 35 states, Australia, Bermuda, Canada, and
Germany.
Defining that word “privilege”:






“Privilege exists when one group has something of value that is denied to others simply because of the
groups they belong to, rather than because of anything they’ve done or failed to do. Access to privilege
doesn’t determine one’s outcomes, but it is definitely an asset that makes it more likely that whatever
talent, ability, and aspirations a person with privilege has will result in something positive for them.”
~Peggy McIntosh
“White Privilege is the other side of racism. Unless we name it, we are in danger of wallowing in guilt
or moral outrage with no idea of how to move beyond them. It is often easier to deplore racism and its
effects than to take responsibility for the privileges some of us receive as a result of it… once we
understand how white privilege operates, we can begin addressing it on an individual and institutional
basis.” ~Paula Rothenberg
"I can completely understand why broke white folks get pissed when the word 'privilege' is thrown
around...I was constantly discriminated against because of my poverty and those wounds still run very
deep...[But] The concept of intersectionality recognizes that people can be privileged in some ways and
definitely not in others." ~Gina Crosley-Corcoran

https://www.whiteprivilegeconference.com/history-of-wpc
https://www.whiteprivilegeconference.com/
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Presbyterian Ministry to the United
Nations to launch Red Hand Campaign
Advocacy & Social Justice (part of Presbyterian Mission Agency)
January 9, 2018

Annual effort seeks to prohibit children from becoming
soldiers by Rick Jones | Presbyterian News Service
LOUISVILLE — In the coming weeks, government leaders from
several countries around the world will begin receiving mail from Presbyterian churches
containing prints or paper cut-outs of red hands. It’s part of the Red Hand Campaign, an initiative
to encourage countries to stop the practice of turning children into armed soldiers.
“The campaign begins on January 11. We are making a big push for human trafficking awareness,
and the use of child soldiers is one form of human trafficking,” said Ryan Smith, director of the
Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations. “Congregations can help us raise awareness by
taking a red piece of paper, tracing their hands, cutting them out and sending them to us with a
small note.”
UNICEF estimates as many as 300,000 children under the age of 18 are involved in armed conflict
around the world despite international laws that prohibit the practice. Smith says the Red Hand
Campaign calls for the universal ratification and enforcement of the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict. The
protocol was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2000 and was entered into force in 2002.
“The optional protocol is a commitment that states will not recruit children under 18 to send
them into battle,” said Smith. “States should take all possible measures to prevent recruitment
including criminalizing the act.”
Currently, 166 countries have signed and ratified the protocol while 31 have yet to complete the
process.
“What we do is take the list of countries that have not fully signed or ratified the protocol and
send red hands with an accompanying letter expressing the will of our church for countries to
sign on to this,” said Smith. “This is our vision of how God wishes the world to be, but it’s also a
justice issue. We do this because it is a just thing to do, but we also do this because we believe it is
what God is calling us to do.”
Smith says some churches will tell the ministry where to send the hands and letters while others
ask that they be sent where they are needed most.
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THE NICARAGUAN PARTNERSHIP is
planning a mission trip to Nicaragua July 24Aug 1, 2018. We will assemble and install water
filters in rural homes. This is a trip for adults,
college students and teens. The Nicaraguan
Partnership with CEPAD (Nicaraguan Council
of Protestant Churches) officially started in
1994. Groups from our presbytery have been
going to the Nueva Guinea region of Nicaragua
since 1992. CEPAD provides transportation,
translators, housing and meals for the
delegation.
Possible Itinerary for Nicaraguan Trip 2018
Tuesday, July 24 - Depart Detroit
Wednesday, July 25 – Managua tour, CEPAD orientation, visit CEPAD school, Jubilee House
(women’s sewing coop)
Thursday, July 26 - Depart for Nueva Guinea, work on water filters – Stay at Hotel Nueva Guinea
Friday, July 27 – Install water filters with partners in region, visit school and hospital in Nueva
Guinea
Saturday, July 28 – Install water filters with partners in region and visit CEPAD patio and garden
projects – move to homes and spend time with host families
Sunday, July 29 – Attend worship services and spend time in Nueva Guinea with CEPAD partners
and families
Monday, July 30 –.Depart Nueva Guinea for Managua
Tuesday, July 31- Visit volcano, shop in Granada, etc.
Wednesday , August 1 – Depart for Detroit
Contact Carol Wallace for an application. The cost will be approximately $1700 with
scholarship money available from the Presbytery upon request. The trip will be limited to 15
people.
Carol Wallace, cwallace145@sbcglobal.net
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FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP REPORT
The books have been closed on the church finances for 2017 and the good news is we
finished in the black with prudent spending by all the Session Committees and strong
internal management of every day expenses, especially Tracy’s diligence in obtaining
significant insurance cost reductions. Anticipated revenues from pledges and general
offering fell short of our goals, and that brings us to the outlook for the church’s finances
in 2018.
The draft budget the Session considered on January 17 was bare bones, with only a $150
increase this year compared to 2017, which was $495,595. That truly is a flat spending
plan that again will require lots of fiscal discipline. However, forecasts of revenues to be
received in 2018 fall short of the spending plan by $6,000. There are a few pledges that
are anticipated, but not submitted, that should reduce the shortfall somewhat, but not to
the extent where cuts might not have to be made. We encourage anyone who has
considered pledging but did not in 2017, to contact the church office for a 2018
pledge card as soon as possible. If there others who might be able to increase their
pledge, it will be welcomed now. We thank you for all the support you give this church!
Over the past few years, the Session has discontinued approving deficit budgets that put
strain on this church when cuts had to be made. We now are avoiding that practice and
plan to continue on a path of balanced budgets based on pledges and firm sources of
revenue such as the Endowment Fund and rent from Northwest Initiative. We thank God
for the opportunity to serve the inner city of Lansing with food, education, social outreach,
music and ministry to all.

Thursday, February 8, 2018 – 1:00 PM
On Thursday, February 8, TLC will meet at Houlihan’s at 1:00 p.m. It is located in
the Lansing Mall. It is on the south side of the mall near the (former) Macy’s end. You
can call Nan Carter (327-8585) for reservations or information. Come celebrate February
with other women from our church and enjoy the best potato soup!
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MUSIC NOTES
God of all living, God of all loving, God of the seedling, the snow and the sun,
Teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, using us gently and making us one.
-Shirley Erena Murray
The month of February requires us to transition our worship to an introspective, reflective and
meditative style as we move into the season of Lent. During the Lenten season, we are able to hold fast to
the promise of Christ being with us, ‘til the end of time. The human experience of loneliness and selfdoubt which we all have felt, is reflected in the lonely journey our Savior and Lord takes on His sacrificial
walk. We, in turn, can be empowered to walk our faith journey, connecting, relating and helping one
another, knowing that our Christ has shown us the way.
Some of the hymns we will sing during the month of February:
You Are Mine (STF 2218); Shine, Jesus, Shine (STF 2173); My Faith Looks Up to Thee (PH 383);
God of the Sparrow (PH 272); We Are Standing on Holy Ground (STF 2272);
Some of the choral anthems presented during the month of February:
“Those Who Wait On the Lord” (Hayes); “Anthem for Transfiguration” (Hofreiter); “We Cannot
Measure How You Heal” (Archer); “A Lenten Prayer” (Hopson) and “Give Me Jesus w/Jesus Paid It
All” (Lee)
I also wanted to further introduce you to our section leaders and our new high school choral scholar:
Jessica Brancheau (soprano) graduated with an Associate of Arts degree in Music Performance from
Lansing Community College. She currently works for Starbucks. She sings with Sistrum and the DeWitt
Community Singers, as well as the choir here at First Pres. She loves performing in musicals and looks
forward to auditioning again soon for more shows.
Ashley Wright (mezzo-soprano) is currently a sophomore at Michigan State University studying music
education. She is originally from Macomb, Michigan (a town about an hour and a half from East Lansing.).
She left behind two cats and a dog in pursuit of her degree. She currently participates in an internship
with Community Music School at MSU, serves as the secretary of American Choral Directors Association
student chapter at MSU, is singing chorus in the opera, and loves being the alto section leader for this
church!
Ben English (tenor) was born and raised in Lansing and this church, and currently resides in East Lansing
with his beautiful wife, Kat, and wonderful daughter, Cecily. He is a graduate of Michigan State University,
with a Bachelor degree in Family and Community Studies. He currently owns his own early childhood
music business (Munchkin Music Makers), and is Executive Director of the Lansing Children's Choir. He is
blessed to be able to teach the next generation of music makers in the greater Lansing area!
Darin J Showalter (bass) graduated from the University of Virginia with distinction, with degrees in Music
and Mathematics. He works in predictive analytics at Auto-Owners Insurance Company and is on the
Board of Directors of the Lansing Children's Choir. He lives in Lansing with his beautiful wife, Rachel, and
super cute son, Hamilton.
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Music Notes continued…

Blake Castonguay (soprano) is a junior at Okemos High School and is a soprano in the Chorale choir there.
Blake enjoys singing and is currently a vocal student with Megan. Blake looks forward to singing with the
Chancel Choir!
The music staff continually prays that the music you experience during our worship services stays with
you during your Lenten walk and reminds you that you are not alone.
Megan

The Beyond Boomers luncheon will be held on Wednesday, February 7 at

12:00 in the church parlor. Why don't you take advantage of this free lunch
prepared just for YOU! Forget about the name and know that it is merely a lunch for
anyone in the church wishing to have a little mid-week/mid-day food and
fellowship. Join us and see if it doesn't become a habit!

THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of
celebrating any special event or time in your life
that you would like to remember by making a
contribution to the Celebration Club. The donation
you give will be used to help build up our Endowment Fund.
Donors in 2017: Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison Hendy,
Bessie Roper, Pat Affholter, Jim & Emma Lou Knight, Shirley Cummings, Laura Wilkinson, Deb
Donaldson, Mary Lou and Chuck Gebhardt, Roger Wilkinson, Nan Carter, Roger and Laura
Wilkinson
Total received through Dec. 31, 2017: $1,042.00
Total received 2007 – Dec. 31, 2017: $30,360.71
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Book Group
If you like to read and discuss good books, consider meeting with us in the church parlor.
Tuesday February 6 7:00 p.m.
100 Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
One Hundred Years of Solitude is a 1967 novel by Colombian author Gabriel García
Márquez that tells the story of the rise and fall, birth and death of the mythical town
of Macondo through the history of the Buendia family. Inventive, amusing,
magnetic, sad, and alive with unforgettable men and women—brimming with truth,
compassion, and a lyrical magic that strikes the soul—this novel is a masterpiece in
the art of fiction. Discussion led by Sharon Carr.
Tuesday March 6 7:00 p.m.
For Richer, For Poorer by Barbara Edema
Life at Loving the Lord Community Church in Cherish, Michigan, isn't always easy.
Learning how to adjust to a new marriage while caring for her many parishioners
keeps Pastor Maggie on her toes. And things get more complicated as she prepares
a group of church folks for the coming holidays—AND a two-week mission trip to
Ghana, Africa. While in Ghana, the expectations of good-hearted people clash with
the real needs of the local people. Maggie’s frustration boils over and her plans
begin to crumble. As her spiritual beliefs are threatened, Maggie knows her
ministry will be transformed once she returns from Ghana. But will she be the richer
or the poorer for it? Discussion led by Barbara Edema.
Tuesday April 3 7:00 p.m.
Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie Agatha Christie became, and
remains, the best-selling novelist of all time. Among her 66 detective novels,
Murder on the Orient Express is one of the most popular. The story begins with the
Belgian detective Hercule Poirot boarding the Orient Express. One of the
passengers requests his protection, but Poirot declines. The next day the passenger
is found dead in his compartment and Poirot is asked to solve the case. The train is
forced to stop due to a snow drift blocking the tracks. This gives him a few hours to
figure out the murderer's identity before the local police take over the
investigation. During his investigation, Poirot discovers that many of the passengers
have some connection. This could be the vital clue to crack the case, but can he do
it in time? Discussion led by Paul Eenigenburg.
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LinK NEWS
Eastside LINK group will meet on Saturday, February 10 at 10:00 a.m. at the Turner-Dodge House
and Heritage Center for a tour and tea (note that this is the 2nd Saturday due to President's Day on
the 3rd weekend). This house is loaded with stories of the early days in Lansing. Who were the
"movers and shakers" that built and lived in the beautiful home? How did they contribute to the
growth of this city? What were their contributions to the state? The tour is about 45 minutes. Tea,
coffee and cookies are provided. There is a cost of $10.00 per person. We need at least 10 people to
sign up for this event. We invite people from the other LINK groups to attend if interested. There
are stairs to the upper floors and no elevator but one does not need to go to the upper levels to enjoy
the tour, discussion and tea. Please contact Kathe Smith or Karen Wampler by February 2 (no later
than the 6th) to make a reservation. A deposit has been made on behalf of the group to secure the
venue. Your payment can be made ahead to Kathe or on the morning of the tour.

DeWitt-Northeast Lansing LINK Group will meet at the DeWitt Flap Jack Shack on old US27 on Saturday Feb. 17 at 9:00 a.m. for good food, lots of talking and hopefully planning.
The Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK group will resume our monthly breakfast at 9:00
a.m. on the second Saturday, February 10, at Dimitri’s.

South Delta LINK will meet at Dimitri’s on the third Saturday, February 17 at 9:00
a.m.
North Delta/ North Lansing LINK will be gathering for a movie/dinner outing on Sunday,
February 11 in the late afternoon. We will meet at NCG Theaters to see "The Post"
together; and then out to eat afterwards at the Boston restaurant at Eastwood Towne
Center. Show time will be determined once we are closer to the date and NCG has posted
the movie show times. Call Blankenships for more information.

HOME LINK will celebrate Presidents' Day weekend over breakfast on Saturday, February
17 at 9:00 a.m. @ Delhi Cafe.
South Lansing LINK continues our regular schedule of 4th Sunday lunch, this month on
February 25, at about noon, at a location to be determined. For info, email
brianpdjackson@gmail.com.
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FLOWER CALENDAR - 2018!
Signing up to provide the flowers for worship on any given
Sunday is a wonderful way to enhance our worship service,
and to remember/ celebrate/ honor special events and the
people we love. It’s easy! Just put your name on the date of
your choice on the Flower Calendar located in the hallway next
to the parlor door, and send/ give a check to the church office
for the $50 cost. (Please put “flowers” on the memo line of
your check.)

Dreams in Jeans – Josephine Powers
Part 3
There are two more months before NWI’s Mobile
Farmer’s Market begins their route to bring fruits and
vegetables to the desert communities of Lansing. Within the two months, there are only nine
more days of opportunities to help create a bag. Jeans still need to be disassembled;
templates traced and cut, and the final assembly of putting everything together.

All tools are provided. However, if you desire, bring your own pair of scissors or
sewing machine! Food will be provided and you may always bring more food and/or a
friend!
RSVP: Josephine at powersjosephine@gmail.com or call/text: 517-627-5501
Location: The Powers Home at 12934 Dundee Dr. Grand Ledge, MI 48837
February 2018
Tuesday, Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb 10 from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 pm.
March 2018
Tuesday, Mar. 13, 20, 27 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Mar. 10 from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

God Bless. I hope to see you soon. --Jo
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Deacons and Session met for their annual joint meeting on Wednesday, January
17, as their December meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather. After an opening
prayer and devotions by Elder Willye Bryan (see page 1), the joint group had updates on the
Angel Team, a Task Force on declining Sunday attendance, in-home communion, funeral
lunches, and a new communication card which will replace the attendance pads currently
used on Sunday morning. The groups then split into their respective groups to conduct
business before them.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
1)
2)
3)

4)
5)
6)

7)
8)
9)
10)
11)

Approved Sunday, February 25 as the date for the 2018 Annual Meeting.
Approved Sunday, January 21 for a congregational meeting to select Judy Whitman to
serve as a deacon for a one-year term.
Approved the following to be elected for officers of the Corporation:
Jim LeTourneau as President of the Corporation;
Carol Johnson as Treasurer of the Corporation;
Jackie Blankenship as Secretary of the Corporation/Clerk of Session
Approved a church budget for 2018 to be presented to the congregation at the annual
meeting.
Heard a summary of the 2017 Audit Committee report from Bill Collins.
Approved the Endowment Committee's request that Dan DeYonke and Jean Dietrich
be approved as a new member and returning member of the Endowment Committee,
both for a term ending December 31, 2020.
Approved a $1,000 scholarship to Krista Botting to use at Alma College for her final
semester from the Barth Fund.
Approved Katie Jackson as a new member by letter of transfer from Plymouth
Congregational Church.
Approved the removal of three members from the church rolls at their request.
Approved the concept and use of a new communication card to be used in place of the
attendance pads in the pews on Sunday mornings.
Approved a recommendation from Worship Committee that the Building and Grounds
Committee perform a feasibility study regarding removal of the first row of pews in the
sanctuary to allow more space at the front of the sanctuary.

SAVE THE DATE!

March 20 – 24
New Photo Directory coming!
A great time to get family photos.
More information to come.
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FOOD PANTRY STATUS REPORT
Activity in the food pantry continues to be strong in early 2018.
This church has one of the busiest food pantries in the city,
offering a good choice of fresh and non-perishable foods to
hundreds of people. As a pantry of choice, we hear from our
guests about how the congregation’s support is a life saver in
some of their lives. Thanks be to God for your generosity.
The numbers have been compiled for 2017 and it shows that 1,975 households were served
with food. This number has climbed over the past 3 years. Some of the members of these
households visit the pantry monthly and others occasionally as the need for food arises.
There are new households moving into the area and others who relocate out of the area and
are no longer served here. Therefore, we have new people applying for food assistance
each month. In 2017, we supplied enough food to feed 4,697 women, men and children.
That is 22 fewer people served than in 2016.
In addition, you supported the donations of food baskets for the three holidays of Easter,
Thanksgiving and Christmas for 125 households. Many of you helped pack and distribute
these baskets, which made many families happy in the inner city of Lansing. This was the
first year of offering Easter food baskets. The congregation has again stepped up to show
love and care for the less fortunate in Lansing by supporting the Holiday Food Basket
program.
New volunteers to work in the pantry are always welcomed to join us in this joyous work of the
Lord in our church. Thanks for your support!

2018 Per Capital Assessment
The 2018 per capita assessment is $28.98. “Per capita” is the per-member assessment each
congregation pays to support the administrative costs of our denomination (Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), including Presbytery of Lake Michigan, Synod of the Covenant, and General Assembly).
Please consider a separate check for this important work in addition to your pledge for support of
our church and missions. ALSO – Please consider also using the first envelope in your pledge
box – Initial Offering Envelope – which helps offset the cost of the envelopes themselves! 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
2/02
2/02
2/02
2/02
2/03
2/04
2/04
2/06
2/07
2/08
2/09
2/12
2/14
2/16
2/17

Sally Newton
Ruth Brunet
Pam Davies
Andre Blair
Pat Affholter
Philip Luckhurst
Avery Wisner
Jennifer Amabo
Brenda Poland
Howard Powers
Verd Rumfield
Raven Smith
Haley Holbrook
Vernagene Brandell
Karen Wampler

2/17
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/22
2/22
2/22
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/26
2/28

David Snyder
Lee LeBron
Jim McClurken
Jacque Poland
Gartha Angus
John Wenglarski
Ceci Anderson
Katie (McAnally) Pettit
Tess Huelskamp
Jean Dietrich
Elisabeth Amabo
Aaron Bales
Jacob Summerfield
Claire Garoutte

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SNOW POLICY
The church office will not open on those days when
the State of Michigan has closed due to unsafe
driving conditions.

FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

Liturgists

Steve Fitton

Sam Smith

Bill Marx

George Bennett

Videographers

Bryse Friess

Russ Jenks

Charlie Phillips

Sam Smith

Greeters: Chapel

JoAnn & Jim
Hengstebeck

Helen Herrick

Sue & Russ Jenks

Ann & Bob Helmic

Chestnut St.
Mary Lou &
Chuck Gebhardt
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION goes to great grandparents Russ and
Sue Jenks, great aunt and cousins, Bethanne Jenks and Collin and Avery Wisner, and
their extended family upon the death of Scarlett Jenks on January 24. The funeral was
held in Grand Rapids on January 30.

Thank you, everyone, for all the thoughts and prayers during Rod's long battle with

heart and diabetic illness, and for all of the food, visitors, prayers and especially all the
hugs that our family received. Our family was a witness of the way God had His hand in
our lives, especially evident in the last couple of years, showing how He had everything
planned right down to the very end.
We thank all of you for your love and support shown to us in so many ways over the years.
Love, Roger Conrad Family

Congratulations to Sue and Russ Jenks, as they celebrate their 57 th
wedding anniversary on February 11!
HOSPITALIZED: Shirley Cummings, Ron O’Connor, Meg Rumfield, Barbara Kaye, Pat Anderson

The March newsletter deadline is February 15. Please send your
articles to Kathy Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org.

Pastor: Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Parish Associate: Rev. Charles Herrick
Pastoral Care Assistant : Christine DeYonke
Director of Congregational Life &
Community Outreach: Sallie Campbell
Director of Christian Education: Kathleen Banghart
Church Administrator: Tracy Weldon

Custodian: Steve Taylor
Director of Music: Megan Higle
Organist: Sergei Kvitko
Director of Bell Choir: Shelia Conrad
Sunday Morning Host: David Jackson
Child Care Staff: Abigail Grill and Heather
Pollok
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Thursday, February 1
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Downtown Neighborhood
Association Meeting - Library
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, February 2
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, February 3
Sunday, February 4
8:30 a.m.
Youth Education Comm. meeting
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship/ Communion/
Deacon offering received
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. - 12th Grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Education – Reception Room
Monday, February 5
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
5:00 p.m.
Membership Committee - Library
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
Tuesday, February 6
9:00-4:30
Tax Site- NWI/AARP- Litten Hall
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Adult Education Comm. – Library
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers– Reception Rm/ Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Book Group – Parlor
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut Rehearsal -Chapel
Wednesday, February 7
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
Noon
Beyond Boomers luncheon- Parlor
2:30 p.m.
Building & Grounds Comm.
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
5:00 p.m.
Global Institute of Lansing Board
Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Mid Michigan Photo Club – Litten Hall
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.
Mission Committee – Library
Thursday, February 8
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
10a-3:30
Urban Policy Institute - Litten Hall
10:00 a.m.-2 NorthWest Initiative Bread
Distribution- Upstairs
1:00 p.m.
Tender Loving Care luncheon
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, February 9
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, February 10

Sunday, February 11
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. - 12th Grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Education – Reception Room
Monday, February 12
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
3:30 p.m.
Personnel Committee Meeting
6:00p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing Class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
Tuesday, February 13 Shrove Tues
9:00-4:30
Tax Site- NWI/AARP- Litten Hall
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Worship Committee- Library
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers–Reception Rm/Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut Rehearsal - Chapel
Wednesday, February 14
Ash Wednesday
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Worship - Chapel
8:00 p.m.
Deacons Mtg (subject to change)
Thursday, February 15
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
8:30 a.m-3
NWI Food Drop- Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, February 16
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, February 17
Sunday, February 18 1st Sunday in Lent
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. - 12th Grade
11:20 a.m.
Adult Education – Reception Room
11:30 p.m.
Finance Committee Mtg. - Library
Monday, February 19 Presidents’ Day- no GIL
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
6:30 p.m.
LanSINGout Board Mtg - Chapel
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
Tuesday, February 20
9:00 a.m.-4:30 Tax Site- NWI/AARP- Litten Hall
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class
6:00 p.m.
Mid MI Photo Club Ofcr Mtg - Library
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers – Reception Rm/Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal -Chapel
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Wednesday, February 21
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
12:00 p.m.
CROP meeting- Litten Hall
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Lansing Children Choir Board mtg
7:00 p.m.
Session Meeting
Thursday, February 22
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
10:00 a.m.-2 NWI Bread Distrib’n -Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Choir rehearsal
Friday, February 23
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, February 24
Sunday, February 25 2nd Sunday in Lent
10:00 a.m.
Worship/ 2 cents a meal offering/
Bells
11:00 a.m.
Annual Meeting
11:30 a.m.
Confirmation classes start
Monday, February 26
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
5:00 p.m.
NorthWest Initiative Cooking class
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
Tuesday, February 27
9:00 a.m.-4:30 Tax Site- NWI/AARP- Litten Hall
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers – Reception Rm/Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal - Chapel
Wednesday, February 28
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
4:00 p.m.-7 Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Lansing Area Human Rights Board
Meeting - Library
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