The First Epistle
Worship, Serve, Grow
February 2019
Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church
510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 482-0668
Office hours: 8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian Our website: http://lansingfirstpres.com
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Education for All Ages: 11:15 a.m.

Communion will be served on February 3.

SAVE THE DATE!! FUNDRAISER FOR THE LANSING CHILDREN’S CHOIR!
February 12, 2019
Culver’s Restaurant, Eastwood Towne Center
10:30 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
The Lansing Children’s Choir is holding a fundraiser on Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at the Culver’s
Restaurant in Eastwood Towne Center. Please put it on your calendar. For each meal that is
purchased on that day, the choir will receive 10% of your total bill before tax. Here’s the catch; you
MUST have and present the fundraising flyer at the time of purchase for your meal to be counted.
How do you get the flyer? Board members Kathy Banghart, Kathe Smith, Ben English, Darin Showalter
and Megan Higle will have them. We will make sure one of us will have them during coffee hour for
the next few weeks. This event goes from 10:30 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. on February 12. Take out or dine in.
This is an easy way to support the Children’s Choir. Thanks ahead of time!

CALL FOR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Corporation of the First
Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is called for Sunday, February
24, 2019, immediately following the morning worship service. The
purpose of the meeting to hear the Session’s reports on the life, work and
financial status of the church, and to receive the annual budget.

Copies of the printed Annual Report are available at the doors to the
sanctuary and in the church office.
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St. Francis of Assisi wrote his famous “Canticle of
Brother Sun” in the final year of his life (1226). It is
a rapturous celebration of God’s creation. I find it
helpful to return to it from time to time—(especially
in the month of February in central Michigan!)—to be reminded
of the glories of God’s presence in our midst (not to mention the
actual existence of the sun!). Here it is, in its entirety. I hope
you find it as helpful as I do!

Most High, all powerful, good Lord,
Yours are the praises, the glory, the honor,
and all blessing.
To You alone, Most High, do they belong,
and no man is worthy to mention Your name.
Be praised, my Lord, through all your creatures,
especially through my lord Brother Sun,
who brings the day; and you give light through him.
And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor!
Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon
and the stars, in heaven you formed them
clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind,
and through the air, cloudy and serene,
and every kind of weather through which
You give sustenance to Your creatures.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water,
which is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom you light the night and he is beautiful
and playful and robust and strong.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Mother Earth,
who sustains us and governs us and who produces
varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs.
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Pastor’s Corner continued…

Praised be You, my Lord,
through those who give pardon for Your love,
and bear infirmity and tribulation.
Blessed are those who endure in peace
for by You, Most High, they shall be crowned.
Praised be You, my Lord,
through our Sister Bodily Death,
from whom no living man can escape.
Woe to those who die in mortal sin.
Blessed are those whom death will
find in Your most holy will,
for the second death shall do them no harm.
Praise and bless my Lord,
and give Him thanks
and serve Him with great humility.
In Christ, Stan

DEACONS’ COAT CLOSET
A few years ago, the Deacons suggested we open a Coat Closet for our food pantry clients.
This has been a successful endeavor, although we are confined by space. Therefore, we will
accept ONLY items of clothing (clean coats in good condition, hats, gloves, scarves and
boots) from our members. There are not to be left at the door, but placed in the Hall of
Christian Pioneers (next to the Chapel entrance)
Thank you for your support of the Food Pantry in its goal of feeding the hungry and keeping
them warm in these cold winter months. Blessings!

3

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY 3, 10, 17, 24





Classes for All ages meet after
Worship. Grab a cookie in Litten Hall
and come join in!

Younger Group (4 year olds – 6th grade) meets on the lower Level,
classroom nearest the kitchen.
Middle and Senior High Youth meet in the Meditation Room, on the main
floor, outside of the Chapel.
Adult Forum meets in the classroom by the elevator






CHILDREN’S SPRING MUSICAL PRESENTATION
Rehearsals are on Sunday mornings, beginning February 3.
Kathy, Megan and the children in our lower elementary are
excited to start working on a brief musical presentation for spring
2019 at First Presbyterian!
“It’s Cool in the Furnace” tells the Old Testament story of Daniel,
Nebuchadnezzar, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. (Daniel 3)
The children have heard the story and are excited to bring to life
these characters for our congregation. There are a handful of
original songs (that Megan is working on getting recordings of!),
and some lines and opportunities for acting. Megan is particularly
thrilled to have us all play the King’s fanfare on kazoo!
If you’d like to help out, there will be opportunities to help run lines, assist with costumes, and
create some cool props and/or set pieces. See Megan or Kathy to join the fun!
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUM 2018
FEBRUARY 3
Words Matter
Led by Pastor Stan
The New Testament was written over two thousand years ago in ancient Greek (and some
Aramaic). Not only do we have our Scripture in translation, but language changes over
time. Come join Pastor Stan in an exploration of some key Christian words and ideas, what they
meant in their own time and context, what they have come to mean in tradition--and what they
might mean for us today.
FEBRUARY 10
“Paving the Way” Research and Documentation Project
Led by Bill Castanier
The Adult Forum program this day is in celebration of African American History Month 2019. The
presentation will provide information on the City of Lansing’s “Paving the Way” Research and
Documentation Project. Mayor Andy Schor announced on 11/29/18, that the City of Lansing had
been awarded $39,400 by the National Park Service to tell the story of the impact of the
construction of I-496 on Lansing’s vibrant African American community in the 1960’s.
Our speaker for the occasion will be Bill Castanier, President of the Historical Society of Greater
Lansing. This program at First Presbyterian will begin the dissemination of information and
events that inform the community of this important undertaking. The project is a joint effort
between the City of Lansing, the Historical Society of Greater Lansing, and the members of the
Lansing African American community.
FEBRUARY 17
400 Years of American History
Led by Willye Bryan
A program on February 17, 2019, will continue a celebration of African American History Month.
Four hundred years ago, slavery began in the English colonies of the Americas. These colonies
would go on to become the United States of America. About twenty persons from Africa were
captured from Angola, West Africa and were eventually sold into slavery to English colonists at
Jamestown, Virginia, in the summer of 1619, 400 years ago.
On February 17, a presentation on this history will be explored. Additionally, this discussion will
be juxtaposed against our all-church read information and new positions that have been
informed by our introspective examinations since our reading and discussions on the book,
Waking up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debbie Irving. Everyone is invited to
attend this Forum, learn this history, and participate with your reflections on ‘where we are now.’
This is an excellent opportunity for us to continue our learning experiences and share our
revelations on our humanness on this journey of life and reflect on how our participation as
Christians is growing and developing for the good of others and ourselves. If there are any
questions, see Willye Bryan, entpeople@yahoo.com, Carol Wallace, Sallie Campbell, or Pastor
Stan. See you there!

FEBRUARY 24 -- Annual Meeting (no Adult Forum)
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 CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS

 

Sallie Campbell, Director

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Youth
Presbyterian Youth Triennium is an amazing
event that is organized by the denomination, once
every three years for high school age youth. It takes
place on the campus of Purdue University. This year
the Triennium is July 16-20, with the theme “Here’s
My Heart.”
Youth fellowship groups from all around Lake
Michigan Presbytery will gather at First Presbyterian Church of Sturgis on Monday, July 15 to
have some fun, food and fellowship while getting to know one another better. They will spend
the night there, and a chartered bus will pick them up the next morning to transport them to
Purdue. Young people and leaders come from all over the world to attend this event. They have
the opportunity to learn from and grow along with many people they might not otherwise ever
have the chance to meet. Large group gathering for worship is a highlight for most attendees.
There are lines of people waiting to enter worship every morning, hoping to get the best seats.
Different workshops, recreational and spiritual growth opportunities, occur all week long, new
friendships are established and new ideas of how we are all called by God as Christians are
shared. During this week, accommodations are provided for all participants including sleeping in
the dorms and eating in the cafeterias. On Thursday, following the celebration of closing
worship, everyone packs up and heads for home. The bus picks the group up on campus and
returns them to the Sturgis Church, where they will be picked up for the final leg of their journey
home. This is a fantastic experience for our youth. Please consider encouraging them to
participate. See Sallie for more information.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Cooking Classes
As you have heard, there are cooking classes held in the
church kitchen twice a month. On the last Monday of each
month, a theme-based class is held that is open to
everyone in the community. The February class is being
held on Monday, February 25, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. and is on
“fruit-based desserts.” This class will give people the
chance to learn new ways of increasing the amount of fruit
they consume while still being able to enjoy their sweets. There is another class that is held
during the day (11-1) on rotating Thursdays. Please join us anytime to meet new friends and
have some fun in the kitchen. We are also always looking for new people to share their recipes
and skills in the kitchen by leading a class. If you are interested in sharing your talents, please let
Sallie know or contact our AmeriCorps member, Allie Maldonado, at
Alexandriam@nwlansing.org

ACTION of Greater Lansing
ACTION of Greater Lansing is made up of many
member congregations, all of whom embrace the vision
of working together for peace and justice in the Lansing
area. As a member of ACTION, below are activities
for February that we can participate in as a
congregation:
2/9 Valentine’s Day Fundraiser Dance, Cristo Rey Church 6:30 pm. $15 individual/$25 couple, proceeds go
to Action of Greater Lansing.
2/10 “Paving the Way: Constructing I-496” Project Presentation with Historical Society of Greater Lansing,
Adult Forum at First Presbyterian Church, 11:00 am, Sunday morning. Contact Willye Bryan at
entpeople@yahoo.com
2/12 Civil Rights for Immigrants Task Force, 5:30 – 7:00 pm Cristo Rey Church. Contact Oscar Castaneda,
oscar@actionofgreaterlansing.org
2/18 MLK Jr. Fellowship Breakfast, 9 – 11 am, Union Missionary Baptist Church.
2/26 Access Task Force, 10:30 – 11:30 am Disability Network Capital Area. Contact Glenn Ashley,
seventygra@gmail.com
2/28 Criminal Justice Reform Task Force Meeting, 6:30 – 8:00 pm, location TBD.
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Crisis in Cameroon
December 11, 2018
A letter from Jeff and Christi Boyd, Presbyterian mission coworkers serving in Central Africa

Individuals: Give online to E200314 for Jeff and Christi Boyd’s sending and support
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/search/?fund_query=E200314

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:28-30)
We are passing through the worst of moments in our history as a nation. In every way we have been
bruised in body and spirit. We search for justice, peace and comfort, but we have found none. Many
are hurting, crushed, devastated, frustrated and left bare! Many are in doubt, anxiety, fear, fright and
panic! Jesus’ coming at Christmas is a moment of great relief and hope. May the Lord Jesus Christ
take away our burdens at this Christmas! May He restore us to His glorious presence and give us
peace and justice this year! And may the New Year bring us new tidings of hope for the future!”
–2018 Christmas Card from the Presbyterian Church in CameroonDear friends and family,
“At a time when fear and uncertainty are looming in the air, at a time when emotions have overtaken
reason, at a time when the sacredness of human life has been defiled, at a time when we are creating
more enemies than friends, at a time when division seems to be destroying the unity of our people,
and at a time when we do not seem to trust each other, we are here again to remind all Presbyterians
and the people of Cameroon of our collective responsibility and role as a Church and as a people in
these trying moments of our nation and history.” Thus starts the October 10, 2017 official statement of
the Presbyterian Church in Cameroon (PCC) concerning the crisis in Cameroon, often referred to as
the Anglophone Crisis.
That was a year ago. In the beginning of November of this year, news went around the world that
more than 80 students and staff were abducted from Presbyterian Secondary School Nkwen in
Bamenda, which is in the Northwest Region. Clearly, the already high level of insecurity became
worse. This has not been an isolated situation. The week before, 11 students were kidnapped. While
all students and staff were eventually released, some after physical abuse, the school has
understandably closed because it cannot ensure the safety of the students.
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Crisis in Cameroon continued…

The moderator of the PCC has shared with me other ways this crisis is impacting the work of the
church. Of 22 health centers run by the PCC, seven are non-functional. Presbyterian hospitals have
been vandalized, and nurses and doctors are scared to go to work. Of the 1,500 congregations,
nearly 1 in 10 are not able to function normally due to insecurity. Fourteen of the 30 presbyteries are
deeply affected. Only slightly more than one-third of the church’s 223 primary schools even partially
opened their doors for the 2017-2018 school year. Eight of the 22 secondary schools were handed
over to a local congregation for management and care. School buildings have been burned. Then
there was the kidnapping of students, teachers and a principal. The crisis has caused immense
economic hardship to individuals, families, businesses and the Church.
In late 2016, protests against the erosion of certain legal and education provisions that are part of the
identity of the Anglophone regions were met with harsh response from the government security
forces, leaving many dead. This deepened sentiments of injustice and alienation. As extreme voices
become increasingly vocal, moderate voices calling for dialogue, peace and justice have been treated
with distrust.
More than a year after the October 2017
statement from the PCC, it is evident that the
call has been largely unheeded by both sides
of the conflict that has been described as “an
injustice that has punctured the peace of the
nation.” The PCC moderator said, “Innocent
human blood has flowed and is still flowing!
Almost every single family within the
Anglophone community has been affected.
Those ordering the shooting and killing of
God’s children seem to be obsessed and are
now doing it for the fun of it.” In a November 5
communique, the moderator called “on the
international community not to be aloof, but
[to] look for ways to urgently assist in ending
this crisis.” Sadly, he further wrote, “We will
suspend the education of young Cameroonians provided by the Presbyterian Education Authority
wherever there are security challenges.” Reports of kidnapping of students and staff continue in the
Southwest and Northwest Regions, in government, and in private and church-run schools.
The PCC calls on all parties to respect life and to be mindful that words matter, that hate speech and
abuse of social media have real and deadly consequences for the lives of people in Cameroon.
Through the repeated use of social media, opinions and propaganda become accepted as fact, with
international actors stoking fears and animosity. With the goal of justice — which is necessary for
peace — the Church promotes dialogue that addresses the fundamental issues that sparked this
crisis.
Even before the recent abduction of students at the Presbyterian school, out of concern for the longterm consequences of children not getting an education, the PCC took the bold challenge of opening
a new school located near Yaounde, considered a safe region. Classrooms and dorm rooms have
been built, but there is an urgent need for reliable electricity at the school. Our sisters and brothers of
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Crisis in Cameroon continued…

the PCC have approached the PC(USA) and other partners to help the school acquire a solar power
system that would provide electricity for the school.
Presbyterian World Mission is already providing a small grant from available funds, about 10% of the
$69,000 estimated needed. We will send further support as funds become available. For those who
wish to give in support of this urgent project, you may do so via account E864103, Presbyterian
Church in Cameroon.
Please know that Christi and I remain grateful for all of you who support Presbyterian World Mission
in general, and our sending and support in particular. Please continue. It is because of such support
that we are able to help nurture relations between our churches and be a support to PC(USA)
congregations and presbyteries that seek information or guidance on how we might accompany our
global partners when they face crises. Please know that while we love to visit churches in person,
with the internet technologies available today, Christi and I are available to speak to sessions;
mission committees; adult or youth Sunday Schools; and PW or other groups, even as we sit in our
living room in Kinshasa. Please contact us if that interests you.
Let me end by sharing a prayer taken from the liturgy used by the Presbyterian Church in Cameroon
during their week of prayer earlier this year. During that week, the PCC raised funds to help many
who were displaced by this crisis.
God, our world desperately needs your compassion and grace: We are at war and need to learn
peace and understanding; we are greedy and selfish and need to learn to serve and to share the
abundance of your world; we are impatient and careless and need to learn to use this world’s
resources wisely and sustainably; we are callous and judgmental and need to learn to care for and to
befriend one another; and we are among those who are sick, grieving, lonely, broken and wounded.
Through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns together with you, O Father, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever, Amen.
Jeff (and Christi) Boyd

Fair Trade - A Different way to trade
From the very beginning, Equal Exchange has worked to put
more profit into the hands of the farmers who grow our
coffee and food. One way we make this happen is by trading
directly with small-scale farmers and cutting out the
middlemen who reduce their income.
Buying fair trade through the Presbyterian Coffee Project ensures that more of the money we spend on
coffee reaches the hardworking farmers who actually grow it. Support small-scale farming cooperatives
through the Small Farmer Fund, administered by the Presbyterian Hunger Program.
Stop by the Fair Trade table in Litten Hall to buy Fair Trade coffee, chocolate, tea, and other
products from Equal Exchange.
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GREETERS NEEDED
TO SIGN UP, SEE PAM BLAIR, OR SIGN UP ONLINE
AT:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084eaca
d2c7-sunday

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Our local community: Loaves and Fishes Ministries
Loaves and Fishes Ministries provides emergency short-term housing, advocacy and
support services for homeless men, women and children, and long-term transitional
housing, advocacy and support services for mothers with children and individual men in
a caring Christian environment. Our purpose is to serve, not convert, respecting each
person’s spiritual path, different though that may be from ours.
Church Mission Funds support Loaves and Fishes and volunteers from our church serve
as volunteers. Kathe Smith is a meal provider and would like others to help her prepare
a meal. Carol Wallace serves as an evening and overnight volunteer. She would
welcome others to join her when she volunteers once a month.
• Evening Volunteer
Volunteering in the evening from 6-10PM offers the opportunity to spend
time with our guests. Part of your evening will be spent helping the
guests get settled when they arrive to the L&F. Once dinner is served to
the guests, you can sit down and enjoy dinner and lively conversation
with the guests.
• Overnight Volunteer
The Overnight Volunteer position is a sleep shift from 10 PM to 7:30 AM
(8:30 AM on weekends and holidays). You will spend time with the
guests until quiet time, from 11:00PM-6:30AM. Part of this shift also
includes making breakfast for the guests and tidying the kitchen
afterwards.
• Dinner Provider
What a great opportunity to try a new recipe. Dinner Providers buy the
ingredients and prepare a complete nutritious dinner for 15. The dinner
is then delivered to the L&F by 6:30 PM. What a great way to help the
homeless.
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Volunteers Needed for
Weekend Survival Kits
The Weekend Survival Kits program is dedicated to fill the weekend food gap by mobilizing an
army of volunteers to pack and deliver food kits for delivery to participating schools every
other week. By discreetly tucking food kits in the backpacks of the participating kids every
other Friday, we are confident that the kids will come to school on Monday morning ready to
learn. In the kits there are enough food basics to make 6 dinners, 4 lunches, 4 breakfasts,
and 2 to 4 snacks, enough for 2 weekends. Twice a month volunteers gather at the Hill
Center from 5:30-8:30 p.m. to assemble the kits. February dates are: Wednesday, Feb. 6
and Feb 20. For more information contact Sallie Campbell.

NorthWest Initiative
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UPDATE ON THE 2019 BUDGET
As mentioned last Sunday, we have good news
that due to some unexpected donations, our
2018 budget was balanced at the end of the year.
We thank God for our church’s generous givers
and prudent management of expenditures. We
thank everyone who pledged for 2019 and pray a
few more members will complete their pledge card and help our budget.
On Wednesday January 16, the Session approved a deficit 2019 budget with a shortfall of
$15,000. The good news is that with some additional pledges, budget reductions and the
adjusting of an accounting item, the gap of $26,000 that was predicted last week has
narrowed. However, Session committees are looking at other reductions that can further
reduce the shortfall without cutting our staff and programs. We pray more pledges will be
made so that with this information, the job of reducing the projected shortfall will be
made easier.
We pray for the wisdom and support to do the Lord’s work in the community and world
with a healthy budget. If you have any questions, please see Pastor Stan or any of the
Elders.

Thursday, February 14, 2019 - 1:00 PM
TLC will meet on Thursday, February 14 at 1:00 p.m. We will be going to La
Senorita Mexican Restaurant. It is located at 2706 Lake Lansing Road. Please call
Judy Hartgerink (484-5177) for reservations or information. TLC is a group for
women in the church who enjoy fellowship and good food. You are invited to come
celebrate Valentine’s Day with us!
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MUSIC NOTES
What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each
of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an
interpretation. Everything must be done so the church may be built up. 1
I Corinthians 14:26 (NIV)
I have been spending time thinking about the purpose of our worship at First Presbyterian. I’m sure
that we all have our own ideas about the ways we worship – whether or not we hold hands, how
many verses of a hymn we should or should not sing, how to distribute communion, etc. – but why do
we worship? Many years ago, I participated in a study group using the book “Worship the Way It Was
Meant to Be” by Robert Wetmore. I asked my husband to locate our copy of the book so I could reread some of the passages that I had highlighted as I began my planning of the seasons of Epiphany
and Lent.
Some of the passages that have been speaking to me include:
 To glorify God or to ascribe Him worth simply tells how we feel about Him. To worship Him
in a biblical way, we make sure that our lives are under His care and His lordship. (p. 51)
 Without relationship [to God], the worship is simply a ritual. (p. 29)
 Worship without relationship is just ritual. (p. 60)
 “All I know is that the largest book of the Bible is dedicated to worship music…Music goes to
the heart of worship.” (p. 63)
 When [she] prayed that God would make the choir holy, she was also praying that their time
together, in practice, in prayer and in ministry, would belong to God alone. When the choir
came together, their time was not theirs to do as they pleased. Their personal pleasures
and desires were not relevant. God owned that choir practice. God owned that prayer
meeting. God owned that worship service. That time was holy. (p. 82)
 What is true for prayer is true as well for singing. We are to teach and admonish one
another through what we sing. In other words, we are to sing words that explain doctrine
and encourage godly behavior. Indeed, when we sing, we should do so to build up others.
That means our song choices should be dictated primarily by the doctrinal and instructional
content of the song. (p. 203)
Some of the hymns that we will lift in praise during the month of February includes;
Gather Us In (STF 2236); Lord, When I Came Into This Life (PH 522); The Summons (STF
2130); Song of Hope (PH 432); Blest Are They (STF 2155); God of Compassion, in Mercy
Befriend Us (PH 261); Hymn of Promise
Some of the choral anthems and special music that will be offered in praise and prayer in February
includes:
“The Gift of Love” (Hopson); “When Memory Fades” (Larson); “Ye Followers of the Lamb”
(Ferguson); “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (Darst); “Jesu, the Very Thought of Thee”
(Bairstow); Bells of First
The staff and volunteers that work to organize and present our best for God each and every Sunday,
continue to pray that your worship reflect the love of God in your heart, your lips and in your lives.
Blessings,
Megan Higle
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We are more than half-way there!
We need you to help us reach our
goal of 300 hymnals!
First Presbyterian Church is preparing to
incorporate the newest worship resource, Glory
to God hymnal, in our worship life. This hymnal published and compiled by PCUSA was originally
published in 2013. It includes over 850 hymns, service music, worship indexes, texts for worship and
services of worship. We are inviting the congregation to help fill our pews by donating a hymnal (or
two, or three). You can do this in honor of a special person or event, or in memory of someone
beloved, or simply just because. Please fill out the donation form (located in Sunday bulletins or in the
Church Office) and send it to the Church Office or place it in the offering plate. Include a check for
$20.00 for each hymnal you are gifting, indicating on the check GTG HYMNAL.
For more information on Glory to God, see Megan’s articles in First Epistles from October, November
and December, OR peruse through the copy located in the library or ask to browse the copy Megan
has with her on Sunday mornings.
The Worship Committee has decided upon purchasing the hymnal in RED (our choices are red or
purple) and hope to do so in the next month or so. We can only do this, though, with YOUR help!
Please consider making a donation.
P.S. We will certainly be transferring/ including those special hymns arranged for First Presbyterian
that are in the back of many of our current hymnals,



THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of
celebrating any special event or time in your life
that you would like to remember by making a
contribution to the Celebration Club. The donation
you give will be used to help build up our Endowment Fund.
Donors in 2018: Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison Hendy, Jean
Dietrich, Bessie Roper, Laura and Roger Wilkinson, Deb and Jim Donaldson, Mary Lou and
Chuck Gebhardt
Total received through Dec. 31, 2018:
$836.00
Total received 2007 – Dec. 31, 2018: $31,196.71
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Book Group
‘Tis the season to curl up in front of a fire and read a good book. Then it’s fun to talk about
that book with friends. Everyone is invited to meet with us in the church parlor for discussion.
Tuesday February 5 7:00 p.m.
The Longest Ride by Nicholas Sparks.
Luke is a former champion bull rider looking to make a comeback, and Sophia is
a college student who is about to embark upon her dream job in New York City's
art world. As conflicting paths and ideals test their relationship, Sophia and Luke
make an unexpected and fateful connection with Ira, whose memories of his own
decades-long romance with his beloved wife deeply inspire the young couple.
Spanning generations and two intertwining love stories, The Longest Ride
explores the challenges and infinite rewards of enduring love.
Discussion led by Jean Jones and Jackie Blankenship.

Tuesday March 5 7:00 p.m.
Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue. (Oprah's Book Club)
Jende Jonga, a Cameroonian immigrant living in Harlem, has come to the
United States to provide a better life for his family. In the fall of 2007,
Jende can hardly believe his luck when he lands a job as a chauffeur for a
senior executive at Lehman Brothers. With this opportunity, the Jongas
can at last gain a foothold in America and imagine a brighter future.
However, the world of great power and privilege conceals troubling
secrets. When the financial world is rocked by the collapse of Lehman
Brothers, the Jongas are desperate to keep Jende’s job—even as their
marriage threatens to fall apart. As lives are dramatically upended, Jende and his wife are
forced to make an impossible choice.
Discussion led by Doris Drake.
Tuesday April 2 7:00 p.m.
The Round House by Louise Erdrich
One Sunday in the spring of 1988, a woman living on a reservation in North
Dakota is attacked. She is traumatized and reluctant to relive or reveal what
happened, either to the police or to her husband and thirteen-year-old son, Joe.
Joe tries to heal his mother, but she will not leave her bed and slips into an abyss
of solitude. While his father, a tribal judge, endeavors to wrest justice from a
situation that defies his efforts, Joe becomes frustrated with the official
investigation and sets out with his trusted friends to get some answers of his
own. Their quest takes them first to the Round House, a sacred space and place of worship
for the Ojibwe. And this is only the beginning.
Discussion led by Pat Eenigenburg.
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The Boomers and Beyond luncheon will be held on February 6 at 12:00
noon in the church parlor. We had a great turnout for the January meal. Why
not make this YOUR lunch date in February. We are always glad to see new
faces.

LinK NEWS
ATTENTION ALL LINK GROUPS: The Eastside LINK group is inviting other groups to join us for a
special morning presentation by the priest at St. Joseph Melkite Catholic Church, 725 W. Mt. Hope
(the corner of W. Mt Hope and Rundle) on Saturday morning, February 23at 10:00 a.m. We will have
a light, continental breakfast at the Melkite church followed by a presentation about the church and its
place in the world of Christianity. This was arranged for us by Hilda Khuri’s husband, John Mansour,
a member of the Melkite church. Please R.S.V.P. to either Karen Wampler or Kathe Smith by Friday,
February 15 so we are able to have enough food for all and so the priest has an idea of the number of
people with whom he will be speaking. Eastside LINK members, there will be an email reminder to
you in February.

The DeWitt Northeast Lansing LINK Group will meet at the Flap Jack Shack on old U.S. 27 at
9:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 16. We'll be planning, chatting, etc. as we always do. We'd
love to see you there!

Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK will be holding its monthly LINK breakfast at Dimitri's
Restaurant on Saginaw Hwy. in Delta Township on February 9, at 9:00 a.m. Hope to see you
then!!
South Delta LINK will meet at Dimitri’s on the third Saturday, February 16 at 9:00
a.m.
North Delta/ North Lansing LINK, come join us for “Game Night” on Friday, February 22
@ 7:00 p.m. Bev and Charlie Phillips are hosting in their home, 1610 Opaline Drive,
Lansing ,48917. If you have a favorite game, bring it along so we have a variety of games.
Whether you are a novice or expert you will have fun. Please bring a snack or dessert to
share.

HOME LINK will celebrate Valentine month with heartfelt thanks for the opportunity to
get together for breakfast at Delhi Cafe @ 9 a.m. on Saturday, February 16.
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FLOWER CALENDAR - 2019!
Signing up to provide the flowers for worship on any
given Sunday is a wonderful way to enhance our worship
service, and to remember/ celebrate/ honor special
events and the people we love. It’s easy! Just put your
name on the date of your choice on the Flower Calendar
located in the hallway next to the parlor door, and send/
give a check to the church office for the $50 cost. (Please
put “flowers” on the memo line of your check.)

Church finances were the primary
discussion of Session as tradition for the
first meeting of the calendar and fiscal
years. Finance Committee reported that
the 2018 Budget was closed as a balanced
budget, due to a number of things. Primary
factors ending the year in the black were
the frugality of Committees and staff in spending, an accounting issue that was corrected for a
typographical misallocation, and use of the Whitman Fund designated money to cover costs
deemed appropriate.
In reviewing the 2019 budget, which goes from January to December, the Finance Committee
started with good news, as a donation of $5,000 was given to reduce the projected deficit.
After a robust discussion, a motion passed which included a $2,000 cut in the auto allowance
line item, which Stan offered, and a $15,000 additional income line item, out of a $498,052
budget. Session members pledged to come back to the February meeting with plans on
communication efforts to encourage members to increase pledges, and potential cuts if efforts
to increase donations fail.
Other votes taken at Session include electing Brian Jackson as Clerk of Session, Jim LeTourneau
as President of the Corporation, Carol Johnson as Treasurer of the Corporation for the year,
and Karen Viele as the Lansing First Commissioner to Lake Michigan Presbytery meetings.
Session also voted to allow the non-profit KCS, which specializes in working with folks with
special needs to organize and put together social events with their peers, to hold a fundraising
dinner on March 16 in Litten Hall. Lastly, Session approved communion service on Ash
Wednesday, March 6.
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DEACONS NOTES
Bingo: “What’s that Bingo Box in the hallway of the
Christian Pioneers?” The Deacons Bingo Ministry is an
ongoing outreach ministry, on the 3rd Tuesday of each
month at S. Washington Apartments. The Deacons are
continually accepting prizes for the bingo games: toiletry items, cleaning products, pop,
any nonperishable items, even gift cards, and other useful items. You can support this
ministry by placing any donations in the box in the Hall of Christian Pioneers. We
appreciate your help!
Advent House Meals: The Deacons participate in this outreach ministry by providing
meals to the clients of Advent House on the 4th Sunday of odd numbered months. Chili,
and peaches and ice cream were served in January. The next meal is scheduled for March
24, 2019. Volunteers are always welcome to prepare and/or help serve the meals!
Contact Christopher Venetis to volunteer: treimainic@gmail.com
Member Care: The Deacons serve members in our congregation who are homebound by
visiting them in their residences. These visits are filled with warmth as the Deacons
represent our entire church in showing the constant love of this Christian family of faith.
If you know of someone who should be added to the list for these visits, please contact
Chris DeYonke deyonkecf@yahoo.com
And a final thanks---- “Angel Tree”: Thanks to all who participated in the “Angel Tree”
ministry this Christmas. All tags were redeemed from the tree, all the gifts were back in
time for delivery, delivery went well and the gifts were very much appreciated! Thank you
all!

2018 Per Capital Assessment
The 2019 per capita assessment is $32.20. “Per capita” is the per-member assessment each
congregation pays to support the administrative costs of our denomination (Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), including Presbytery of Lake Michigan, Synod of the Covenant, and
General Assembly). Please consider a separate check for this important work in addition to
your pledge for support of our church and missions. AND – Please consider also using the
first envelope in your pledge box, the Initial Offering Envelope. These contributions help
offset the cost of the envelopes themselves! 
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FOOD PANTRY NEWS
The pantry remains busy this winter even on days when it is
stormy. We thank all our hardy volunteers who drive to the
church on those days when the road conditions are not the best.
Our clients need food no matter the weather conditions.
Our neighbors at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, one block east of us
on Ottawa Street, are a faithful supporter of the pantry with monthly deliveries of food and
personal care items. We thank them for these contributions that add some variety to the routine
food items and personal care products we offer. We also thank all of our members who give the
pantry food and care items. We still also need gently used winter coats and clothing items.
The Greater Lansing Food Bank is preparing for potential increased needs for food if the
government shut down affects the availability of supplemental food programs (food stamps) later
in February. We pray that by the time you read this article, the Federal Government has
reopened. However, our pantry will see an increased demand in late February if the shutdown
continues. The Greater Lansing Food Bank will increase our supplies of food to meet the
increased needs of our clients.
Praise God for the love and support of our church to supply food to the hungry in Lansing!

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
2/02
2/02
2/02
2/02
2/03
2/04
2/04
2/06
2/07
2/08
2/09
2/12
2/14
2/16
2/17

Sally Newton
Ruth Brunet
Pam Davies
Andre Blair
Pat Affholter
Philip Luckhurst
Avery Wisner
Jennifer Amabo
Brenda Poland
Howard Powers
Verd Rumfield
Raven Smith
Haley Holbrook
Vernagene Brandell
Karen Wampler

2/17
2/19
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/22
2/22
2/22
2/22
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/26

David Snyder
Lee LeBron
David Viele
Jim McClurken
Jacque Poland
Gartha Angus
John Wenglarski
Ceci Anderson
Katie (McAnally) Pettit
Jean Dietrich
Elizabeth Amabo
Aaron Bales
Jacob Summerfield

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SNOW POLICY
The church office will not open on those days when
the State of Michigan has closed due to unsafe
driving conditions.
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
February 3

February 10

February 17

February 24

Liturgists

Christopher
Venetis

Sam Smith

David Angus

Erin Schorr

Videographers

Bryse Friess

Russ Jenks

Charlie Phillips

Sam Smith

Greeters: Chapel

David & Karen
Viele

.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
CONGRATULATIONS to Chris and Dan DeYonke upon the birth of their first
grandson, Thomas Michael DeYonke, born on January 12. Son Michael, and wife
Laura, are the proud parents.

Congratulations to Sue and Russ Jenks, as they celebrate their 58th wedding
anniversary on February 11!
The March newsletter deadline is February 15. Please send your
articles to Kathy Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org.

Pastor: Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Parish Associate: Rev. Charles Herrick
Pastoral Care Assistant : Christine DeYonke
Director of Congregational Life &
Community Outreach: Sallie Campbell
Director of Christian Education: Kathleen Banghart
Church Administrator: Tracy Weldon

Custodian: Steve Taylor
Director of Music: Megan Higle
Organist: Sergei Kvitko
Director of Bell Choir: Karen Viele
Sunday Morning Host: David Jackson
Child Care Staff: Abigail Grill and Heather
Pollok
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Happy New Year
from Covenant Gathering 2019
"What If..."
July 7, 4 pm- July 12, 11 am
Geneva Center
Rochester, Indiana

Resolve to begin -- or repeat -- a new spiritual renewal this
summer.
What If ... you joined other Christians for Covenant Gathering 2019 at beautiful Geneva
Retreat, Camp and Conference Center in the rolling hills of north central Indiana? We will be
sharing the amazing "What If" possibilities of faith in God's Kingdom. We will look at the
What If ... of hope, congregations moving beyond the expected, changing the world,
working for peace and justice, bringing art and beauty to life and worship. Covenant
Gathering is a little bit conference, a little bit vacation with facilities for all abilities! What If
it changed your life?
Stay tuned for more information. Registration will open soon.
Visit us at www.covenantgathering.com. See location at www.genevacenter.org.

All ages and stages welcome! Adults will find a
selection of classes on a variety of topics. You
can take two!
Children and Youth have age-appropriate and fun
educational opportunities. Everyone worships
together and enjoys delicious meals, mission
opportunities, evening programs and afternoon
options on many topics…AND an Olympic size pool,
canoe pond and labyrinth.
Join us this summer for an affordable all-ages
Christian week. www.covenantgathering.com

Something for everyone.
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FEBRUARY 2019
Friday, February 1
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, February 2
8:30 a.m.
Intermediate Yoga
Sunday, February 3
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
Communion/ Deacon offering rec’d
th
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 12 Grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Forum – Reception Room
Monday, February 4
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
5:00 p.m.
Membership Committee - Library
5:30 p.m.
Intermediate Yoga
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:45 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
Tuesday, February 5
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Adult Education Committee – Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Book Group – Parlor
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal -Chapel
Wednesday, February 6
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
Noon
Boomers and Beyond Lunch- Parlor
2:30 p.m.
Building & Grounds Committee
4:00 p.m.-7
Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
5:00 p.m.
Global Institute of Lansing Board mtg
6:00 p.m.
Mid-Michigan Photo Club – Litten Hall
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.
Mission Committee – Library
Thursday, February 7
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
10:00 a.m.-2
NWI Food Distribution – Kitchen
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, February 8
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, February 9
8:30 a.m.
Intermediate Yoga
9:00 a.m.
Grand Ledge/ West Delta LINK-Dimitri’s
Sunday, February 10
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship/Install-Ordain
remaining officers
th
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 12 Grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Forum – Reception Room
11:30 p.m.
Finance Committee
Monday, February 11
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting – Library
3:30 p.m.
Personnel Committee
5:30 p.m.
Intermediate Yoga
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:45 p.m..
Bells of First rehearsal
Tuesday, February 12
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Worship Committee - Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal -Chapel

Wednesday, February 13
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
4:00 p.m.-7
Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.
MI Pride Meeting – Library
8:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting
Thursday, February 14
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
8:30 a.m-3
NWI Bread Drop - Kitchen
1:00 p.m.
TLC – La Senorita Restaurant, E.L.
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, February 15
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, February 16
8:30 a.m.
Intermediate Yoga
9:00 a.m.
DeWitt/NE Lans. LINK-Flap Jack,
old US27
HOME LINK – Delhi Café
So.Delta LINK – Dimitri’s
Sunday, February 17
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
th
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 12 Grade
11:20 a.m.
Adult Forum – Reception Room
Monday, February 18
10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting – Library
5:30 p.m.
Intermediate Yoga
6:30 p.m.
LanSINGout Board - Chapel
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:45 p.m..
Bells of First rehearsal
Tuesday, February 19
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:00 p.m.
Mid- Photo Club Officers - Library
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal - Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal -Chapel
Wednesday, February 20
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
4:00 p.m.-7
Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Session meeting
Thursday, February 21
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
10:00 a.m.-2
NWI Food Distribution – Kitchen
7:00 p.m.
Choir rehearsal
Friday, February 22
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
No. Delta/ No. Lansing – Phillips’ home
Saturday, February 23
8:30 a.m.
Intermediate Yoga
ALL LINK GROUPS – St. Joseph
Melkite Catholic Church
Sunday, February 24
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship / 2 Cents a Meal
offering received
11:00 a.m.
Annual meeting
Monday, February 25
10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting – Library
5:00 p.m.
NWI Cooking class - Kitchen
5:30 p.m.
Intermediate Yoga
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:45 p.m..
Bells of First rehearsal
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Tuesday, February 26
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal -Chapel
Wednesday, February 27
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
4:00 p.m.-7
Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Lansing Area Human Rights Board –
Library
6:30 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir Board - Chapel
Thursday, February 28
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
10:00 a.m.-2
NWI Bread /Food Distribution - Kitchen
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
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