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The First Epistle   
               Worship, Serve, Grow 

March 2019 

            
Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church                                          510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI  48933  

(517) 482-0668               Office hours:  8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian    Our website:  http://lansingfirstpres.com 

Sunday Worship:  10:00 a.m.      Sunday Education for All Ages:  11:15 a.m. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                     ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
Wednesday, March 6  

                 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

There will be a worship service in the Molly Grove Chapel Wednesday, March 6 at 7:00 p.m.  The 
service will include the imposition of ashes, and celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

 
Sunday Services during Lent:   March 10 – April 14, 10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary 

 
Our Lenten worship services will include a special candle ceremony  

as we remember and draw near to Jesus’s crucifixion. 
 

 

 
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS  

Lenten devotionals for the 2019 season should be available at the 
time of the Ash Wednesday Service, March 6.  The title 
is Awakening to God’s Beauty, and there is much beauty on each 
page.  The reader is invited to practice the spiritual discipline of 
“divine seeing,” where an image, along with scripture and reflection, 
focuses our meditation on God’s handiwork.  Devotionals will be 
found on the long table in the chapel entrance. 

 

 

 

Communion will be served on March 3. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
http://lansingfirstpres.com/
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Ash Wednesday this year is March 6.  We 

will have a special service at 7:00 p.m., 

which will include the imposition of ashes 

and celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  The 

ashes remind us of our mortality and our 

finite humanity; and the Lord’s Supper 

reminds us that we are not alone, but rather bound 

together through the Holy Spirit into one Body. 

    Beyond that, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of 

Lent, the season of preparation before Easter.  With Jesus, 

who prepared for his earthly ministry by fasting for forty 

days in the wilderness, where he was tempted by the devil, 

for the forty days of Lent (not including Sundays), we 

prepare ourselves for our new Easter lives.  Traditionally, 

this preparation has included fasting or giving up 

something, as a sign of penitence.  In the ancient church it 

was also the time when initiates studied and prepared 

themselves for Baptism, which would take place on Easter. 

    In our own time, Lent has become a time of self-

examination and study.  In the church calendar, it is a kind 

of bookend to the season of Advent, which marks a time of 

preparation and expectancy for Christmas.  Lent is an 

opportunity for us to consider what in us keeps us trapped 

and clinging to our own tombs—all those self-self-

destructive patterns that keep us from the fullness and 

abundance of life.  What do you need to let go of? How is 

God calling you to grow?  What areas of your life and spirit 

need to be renewed and refreshed?     

    Come join us this year, in observing this ancient church observance that still speaks to the 

spiritual needs of our own day! 

     In Christ, Stan 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE -- COLORS OF THE SEASONS 

Protestant Churches, in general, are decorated much more plainly than their Catholic 

counterparts.  We have no statues, and little in the way of visual art in our sanctuary.  This is 

on purpose, so that worshippers can focus their attention on the WORD, as proclaimed 

though readings of scripture and the sermon.  However, we have a tradition of marking the 

seasons of the Christian calendar through the use of decorative fabric (paraments) on the 

pulpit, lectern, and the pastor’s stole on his/her robe.  The beginning of January through 

Epiphany is celebrated as part of the Christmas Season, and so we began the new year with 

white.  We switch to green to mark “Common Time” which is not so common! It is season of 

growth and faith in our journey toward Christ.   

This year, March 3 marks the “Transfiguration of Christ”, when three of the disciples were 

invited to the mountain top with Jesus and saw him transfigured in glory with Elijah and 

Moses and they heard the voice of God.  This is one of days, like All Souls Day, that is 

marked with white paraments.  Wednesday, March 6 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of 

Lent. The season of Lent helps us remember when Jesus, at the beginning of his ministry, 

went out into the desert to be tempted by Satan – and won! – but we also prepare for Jesus to 

enter Jerusalem, be arrested and condemned to death. We change to purple for the 6 weeks 

of Lent.  Purple is the color of kings, and the color of grapes and wine of the last supper and 

the robe put on Jesus to mock him as he was marched to his death on Calvary.   

We use black to mark Good Friday, and then, as we remember Jesus’s death, we take all 

color out of the church – even the black – to emphasize the utter depths of loss and despair 

we feel as Jesus is murdered.  Then of course, we change back to white to celebrate Easter 

which lasts for 48 days! The colors are there to help us worship, help us remember, and help 

us bring the message of the gospel into our minds and hearts.  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 

MARCH  3, 10, 17, 24, 31    

 

Our younger children (age 4 years – 6th grade) 

will have class  and music as usual after 

worship, until noon.  The classroom is located on the lower level, 

near the kitchen. 

 

Our youth class, 7th – 12th grades, meets in the Meditation Room next 

to the chapel, after worship until noon. 

 



 

2019 Per Capital Assessment 
The per capita assessment for each member this year is $32.20.  “Per 

capita” is the per-member assessment each congregation pays to support 

the administrative costs of our denomination (Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), including Presbytery of Lake Michigan, Synod of the Covenant, 

and General Assembly).  Please consider a separate check for this 

important work in addition to your pledge for support of our church and 

missions.  AND – Please consider also using the first envelope in your 

pledge box, the Initial Offering Envelope.  These contributions help offset the cost of the 

envelopes themselves!    Both of these donations help our church budget to go further! 

 






Work continues on this “cool” musical offering being presented by 

the children and youth sometime this spring.  If you can help with 

production pieces (costumes, props, scenery), please talk to Megan 

Higle or Kathy Banghart. 
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ADULT FORUM MARCH 2017 
All are welcome! 

Join us after worship in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:20-12:30. 
(Childcare is available through this time.) 

                                                                        
 

MARCH 3 

Immigration 

Led by Pamela Davies, Immigration and Nationality Lawyer 

This session will include information and dialogue on current immigration policies 

and their impact. Pam will address topics such as public charge proposal, potential 
detention center in Ionia, children in detention, asylum and more. This is an 
opportunity to learn about what is being done to combat anti-immigration policies 
and how you could take part.  

 
MARCH 10 & 17 

Led by Megan Higle 
“When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives” (Mark 14:26). 
Join our Director of Music, Megan Higle, for a Lenten journey of reflection, devotion 
and meditation while exploring familiar (and maybe some not so familiar) Lenten 
hymns.  

MARCH 24 

Emergency Preparedness 

Mike Bryan, chair of the Emergency Preparedness Committee, will present items 
such as the updated preparedness policy, info on the new Walkie Talkies, church 
closing policy, emergency evacuations, location of the AED’s and a ”show and tell” of 

the emergency kits and where they are located.  
 

MARCH 31 

 

We welcome Scott and Elmarie Parker, PCUSA Mission Co-Workers in the Middle 
East, who will share with us during worship and Adult Forum about their work in 
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. 

 

Scott serves with the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) as a writer in 

residence. He uses written storytelling to communicate the experiences and views of 
the Middle East Church and peoples with Presbyterian constituents in the United 

States and MECC partners in both Europe and the United States. In addition, Scott 
has been asked by the MECC to lead their efforts in responding to children 
traumatized by unrest and war in Iraq and Syria who now seek refuge in Lebanon. 
Out of this invitation has come “Strong Kids, Strong Emotions,” a play-based 

program that seeks to develop emotional and spiritual resiliency in Iraqi and Syrian 
children who are refugees in the Beirut area. 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY 

OUTREACH        

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Youth 
Presbyterian Youth Triennium is an amazing event that is organized by the denomination, once 
every three years for high school aged youth.  It takes place on the campus of Purdue University.  
This year the Triennium is July 16-20.   
Youth fellowship groups from all around Lake MI Presbytery will gather at First Presbyterian 
Church of Sturgis on Monday, July 15 to have some fun, food and fellowship while getting to know 
one another better.  They will spend the night there, and a chartered bus will pick them up the 
next morning to transport them to Purdue.  Young people and leaders come from all over the 
world to attend this event.  They have the opportunity to learn from and grow along with many 
people they might not otherwise ever have the chance to meet.  Large group gathering for 
worship is a highlight for most attendees.  There are lines of people waiting to enter worship 
every morning, hoping to get the best seats.  Different workshops, recreational and spiritual 
growth opportunities, occur all week long, new friendships are established and new ideas of how 
we are all called by God as Christians are shared. During this week, accommodations are 
provided for all participants including sleeping in the dorms and eating in the cafeterias.  On 
Thursday, following the celebration of closing worship, everyone packs up and heads for home.  
The bus will pick the group up on campus and return them to the Sturgis Church where they will 
be picked up for the final leg of their journey home.  This is a fantastic experience for our youth.  
Please consider encouraging them to participate.  See Sallie for more information. 
 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Cooking Classes 
As you have heard, there are cooking classes held in the 
church kitchen every month.  On the last Monday of each 
month, a theme-based class is held that is open to 
everyone in the community.  The March class is being 
held on March 25th, 5-7pm and is on “Baked Italian 
Cooking.”  There is another class that is held during the 
day (11-1) on a rotating basis, depending on the Food 
Distribution schedule in Litten Hall..  This information 
and more will be posted on the bulletin board at the 
Chapel entrance.  Please join us anytime to meet new friends and have some fun in the kitchen.  
We are also always looking for new people to share their recipes and skills in the kitchen by 
leading a class.  If you are interested in sharing your talents, please let Sallie know or contact Allie 
at Alexandriam@nwlansing.org 
 

mailto:Alexandriam@nwlansing.org
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Community Outreach continued… 
 

Weekend Survival Kits 
NorthWest Initiative organizes and implements the packing of 
food kits to be distributed to about 1200 families across the 
Lansing area twice a month.  This is quite a process and works 
like a well-oiled machine!  Some of our members have 
participated in this program already, but there is always room 
for more.  The last time the church sent several people, it turned 
out that there was an abundance of help at that particular 

packing, so please don’t be discouraged.  Sometimes people and/or groups arrive to help without 
notifying Allie that they plan to come, but the opposite also happens; that groups say they are 
going to come, then don’t show.  If you are interested in seeing this program underway, the next 
packing dates that specifically NEED support of volunteers are March 6 and April 10, 5:30-8:30.  
There is also an afternoon packing on May 8, 2:30-5:30, if the daytime is better for you.  Please 
consider lending a hand for one of these opportunities to serve the community and feed the 
children. 
 
Future Plans 
Here are some dates to keep in mind when making summer plans.  More details will come later 
but mark your calendars for these upcoming events: 

 June 15 Pride Parade in Lansing 

 
 July 10 Concert in the Park at St. Joe Park in conjunction with NWI and Westside 

Neighborhood Association 

 July 15-20 Youth Triennium at Purdue 

 July 15-20 M.A.D.D. camp at First Pres 

 
 Aug 5-8 Youth Cooking Class with NWI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  

June 14, 2019 
Family Faith Night at the 

LUGNUTS! 

See Rich Blankenship for 

details 
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MUSIC NOTES 

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives 
Mark 14:26 

 
A hymn was sung. This one simple scripture verse is sandwiched between Christ’s sharing of 
his supper and His intense prayer and betrayal in the garden of Gethsemane. A hymn was 
sung. Jesus’ closest friends shared a meal and fellowship and ended their time together with 
singing. Having no idea about what was to come, the disciples sang. I suppose we can read 
this in two ways. 1. The disciples were clueless, were not really listening when Jesus was 
talking and 2. The disciples were living in the moment, spending time with their teacher and 
friend, and enjoying what was going on around them. They sang a hymn. 
 
Lent offers us a time to be reflective, but so often, I find, we reflect on past mistakes, lament 
what “might have been”….I suggest, this Lenten season, to instead reflect on the moments 
that present themselves each and every day. To “be” with the people around you; to respond 
in prayer, praise and thanksgiving for the opportunities we are given each and every day. 
Sing a hymn. 
 
Some of the hymns that we will sing with confidence during the season of Lent include; 

Softly and Tenderly; Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days; His Eye is On the 
Sparrow; If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee; O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee; 
This Is My Father’s World; God of the Sparrow 
 

Some of the choral anthems and special music that will be offered in praise and prayer in 
March includes: 
 “Lamb of God What Wondrous Love” (Faure); “My Jesus, I Love Thee” (Ijames);  
 “All For Jesus” (Bell); “Cantique de Jean Racine” (Faure); “I Will Arise”  
 (Parker/Shaw); “Amazing Grace” (Davis); “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  
 (Ingram) Bells of First 
 
The staff and volunteers that work to organize and present our best for God each and every 
Sunday, continue to pray that your worship reflect the love of God in your heart, your lips and 
in your lives. 
 
Blessings, Megan Higle 
♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪♪

Lansing Symphony Orchestra Chamber Series Concert 

March 17  3:00 p.m.    Strings Spectacular 
Molly Grove Chapel    Works by Spohr, Bruch and Shostakovich  
Richard Sherman, Artistic Director 
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FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY 
 
Flowers have been a tradition in many churches for decades, but they 
are expensive.  Given our current financial status, the Worship 
Committee will no longer be providing fresh flowers in the sanctuary.  
Anyone who would like to purchase flowers for worship can do so by 
signing up on the calendar on the hallway wall near the office and 
paying the $50 fee.  Flowers are then ordered for you and you are welcome to take them 
home with you after the service. This also means Easter lilies and poinsettias will not be “filled 
in” with church money – only those flowers ordered by members will be purchased for these 
holidays. 
 
If you would like to donate a silk flower arrangement for use in the sanctuary, please see 
Josephine Powers or Gwen Botting.  

 

 
THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of 

celebrating any special event or time in your life 

that you would like to remember by making a 

contribution to the Celebration Club.  The donation 

you give will be used to help build up our Endowment Fund.  

 

Donors in 2019:  Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison Hendy,  

Bessie Roper  

 

Total received through January 31, 2019:       $271.00  

Total received 2007 – January 31, 2019:    $31,467.71 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Boomers and Beyond Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, March 6 at 
noon in the church parlor. This is Ash Wednesday but it should not affect this time 
of food and fellowship. Come with a healthy appetite! The food is delicious and 
there is always good conversation among friends. 
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Advocacy & Social Justice February 14, 2019  

Self-Development of People is funding program that helps ex-offenders 
find work in construction            

By Clara Nunez, Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of 
People | For Presbyterian News Service 
 
Members of the Opportunity Knocks project in Lansing, Mich., are 
learning construction skills to get better job opportunities. Photo 
courtesy of Opportunity Knocks. 

 

LOUISVILLE — Across the United States, one of the 
major struggles for people with criminal convictions is 
finding work. For many employers, having a criminal 
record ends the conversation with a prospective 
employee. 
 
After funding a pair of initiatives that helped ex-
offenders in Lansing, Michigan, return to the workforce, 

the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People has funded a program that is helping 
those people take their work to the next level. 
 
Opportunity Knocks — a project by the NorthWest Initiative’s Advocacy, Resources, Reentry and 
Outreach program,  composed of ex-offenders advocating for themselves — made a goal of training ex-
offenders in the construction field so that they can work their way into better-paying jobs and become 
journeymen in specific skills. Self-employment is even a possibility with this initiative that provides 
economic opportunities for members and creates possibilities for people leaving the criminal justice 
system in the future. 
 
The program was funded with a $15,000 SDOP grant in 2018. Previously, SDOP had provided $20,000 
grants in 2011 and ’12 for programs that help encourage the employment of ex-offenders and give them 
job-skills training. 
 
The program has been successful. Three people in the training program are on course to graduate. Five 
graduates are now working for construction companies. Two more who are focusing on becoming 
electricians have been approved to attend college classes, and two employers have said they are 
interested in hiring them when the college credits are obtained. 
 
“There is a major demand in the construction industry for workers, and this grant has allowed us to put 
our ex-offender population into this industry,” said Monica Jahner, a program manager and legislative 
advocate member of the group. “We have taken the opportunity from SDOP and made it a success 
through hard work from all the owners of this grant. We will take everything we have learned and work 
to continue to provide the opportunities for our group.” 
 
Participants are working at least 40 hours a week and taking care of their families, staying away from 
substance abuse and keeping up with their bills. There is increased self-esteem and confidence. 
“We have impressed churches, employers, attorneys and colleges where they have offered us different 
types of collaborative opportunities,” said Jahner, who is also an ex-convict. “We can’t thank SDOP 
enough for this opportunity and for giving us another chance.” 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/category/advocacy-social-justice/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/
http://nwlansing.org/programs/a-r-r-o/
http://nwlansing.org/programs/a-r-r-o/
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Local Mission --  Advent House Ministries 

Located in the heart of Lansing, Michigan, Advent House Ministries, Inc. has been helping people out of 
poverty and homelessness for over 30 years. 

The roots of Advent House are in Westminster Presbyterian Church, and that’s still the place we call 
home. However, the programs draw on the entire community for support. That community includes a 
number of religious groups, representing the diversity of our community; community service and caring, 
committed individuals. We all share a common belief and commitment to helping our brothers and 
sisters in need. 

Over 30 years ago we began our outreach efforts in the northwest section of Lansing, responding to the 
urban poverty around the church. We initially offered a Saturday lunch meal for the needy, after-school 
programs for children and youth and weekly meetings of a "Golden Group" for older community 
residents. In 1987, this outreach effort was incorporated as a separate nonprofit organization called 
Advent House Ministries. 

As the needs of the homelessness and poverty have changed and become more apparent over time, we 
have responded and expanded to meet those needs. We have continually evolved since our inception to 
always bring aid in a timely and effective manner. It is our hope and aim to use our programs to provide 
respite from life’s struggles and create opportunities for children and adults to fulfill their potential. 

Church mission dollars help support Advent House Ministries. 



ORGANIC LOVE BUZZ FAIR TRADE COFFEE – 10 AND 12OZ 

This dark and smoky favorite has sweet velvety layers of chocolate 
brownie, caramel corn, malt and toffee. 

Why is this coffee in 10 oz. and 12 oz.  bags?  Scoop for scoop, the 10 oz. 

bag contains the same amount of coffee as our 12 oz. bags. This is because 

darker roast coffees actually weigh less, as the beans lose more moisture during a longer roasting 

process. Beans also expand the longer they are roasted, and begin to take up more space. You are 

getting the same number of beans as a 12 oz. bag, but the grounds themselves are simply lighter 

than those of a Medium or Full City roast! 

We offer 12 oz. of whole bean Love Buzz because the beans have not expanded as much as our 

darker coffees, and we are able to fit more per bag.         

LOVE BUZZ  Beans and LOVE BUZZ ground coffee is sold at the Fair Trade Table in Litten Hall. 
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Book Group   
 

Tuesday   March 5   7:00 p.m. 
 
Behold the Dreamers  by Imbolo Mbue. (Oprah's Book Club)   

Jende Jonga, a Cameroonian immigrant living in Harlem, has come to the United 
States to provide a better life for his family. In the fall of 2007, Jende can hardly 
believe his luck when he lands a job as a chauffeur for a senior executive at 
Lehman Brothers. With this opportunity, the Jongas can at last gain a foothold in 
America and imagine a brighter future. However, the world of great power and 
privilege conceals troubling secrets. When the financial world is rocked by the 
collapse of Lehman Brothers, the Jongas are desperate to keep Jende’s job—
even as their marriage threatens to fall apart. As lives are dramatically upended, Jende and his wife 
are forced to make an impossible choice.       Discussion led by Doris Drake. 
 
Tuesday   April 2   7:00 p.m. 
 

The Round House  by  Louise Erdrich  

One Sunday in the spring of 1988, a woman living on a reservation in North Dakota 
is attacked.  She is traumatized and reluctant to relive or reveal what happened, 
either to the police or to her husband and thirteen-year-old son, Joe.  Joe tries to 
heal his mother, but she will not leave her bed and slips into an abyss of solitude.  
While his father, a tribal judge, endeavors to wrest justice from a situation that 
defies his efforts, Joe becomes frustrated with the official investigation and sets out 
with his trusted friends to get some answers of his own.  Their quest takes them 

first to the Round House, a sacred space and place of worship for the Ojibwe.  And this is only the 
beginning.        Discussion led by Pat Eenigenburg. 
 
Tuesday   May 7   7:00 p.m. 
 
For Better, For Worse  by Barbara Edema 
 
In this fourth book of the Pastor Maggie Series, Maggie finds herself challenged in unmanageable 
ways. It is the summer of 2016 and a national election is driving the country, the city of Cherish, 
and Loving the Lord Community Church into splintered factions.  Maggie tries to guide her 
discordant flock but careens from one crisis to another.  She is also working with Darcy Keller, 
owner of the Quick Mix Corporation, to resettle a refugee family from Syria.  There are many 
surprises, big changes for Jack and Maggie, and fun new characters to bring needed reminders of 
all the good that happens in a community where love and kindness reign.   Discussion led by the 
author, Barbara Edema. 
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           LINK NEWS  

 

The Eastside LINK group will meet on Saturday, March 23 at 9:30 a.m. at 

Blondie’s Barn for breakfast. Since St. Patrick’s Day falls on the 3rd weekend 

and many people celebrate that event, it was thought that we should avoid that 
time. Please R.S.V.P. to Karen or Kathe by Wednesday, March 20 so the room can 

be set up for us.  
 

DeWitt/ NE Lansing LINK is having a card game night at Polly and Jim LeTourneau's 

house at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 23.   We'll order pizza and we can all bring snacks, 

etc.  I hear talk of Canasta, Euchre, Hearts, etc.  Great fun!  ~ Carol and Carole 

Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK will be holding its monthly LINK breakfast at Dimitri's 

Restaurant on Saginaw Hwy. in Delta Township on March 9, at 9:00 a.m. Hope to see you!! 

SOUTH DELTA LINK will be meeting for breakfast at Dimitri’s on Saturday, March 16, at 

9:00 a.m. 

HOME LINK will happily be anticipating Spring as we gather for breakfast on Saturday, 

March 16 @ 9 :00 a.m. @ Delhi Cafe. 

 

 

Thursday, March 14, 2019  -  1:00 P.M. 

TLC will meet on Thursday, March 14 at 1:00 p.m.   We will be 

going to Harry’s Place.  It is located at 404 N. Verlinden in Lansing.  Please call Judy Hartgerink 

(484-5177) for reservations or information.  TLC is a group for women in the church who enjoy 

fellowship and good food.  Come join us and brighten your day. 

 

FPC Men's Group 

We will meet at the church for a time of fellowship together at 
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 27. A light meal will be 
provided and a free-will offering will be available to cover meal 
expenses. Men of ALL age groups are invited. Feel free to bring 
a friend with you. Please RSVP to Brian Koon (b.koon@comcast.net or 886-9801). 

mailto:b.koon@comcast.net
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SUMMER CAMPS! 

 

 

See Sallie Campbell for scholarship information 

 

Make new friends. See old friends. Play outdoor games. Enjoy singing around the campfire. Swim in the 

lake. Canoe in the lake. Watch silly skits. Learn new silly games. Laugh and giggle. Pray in the chapel. 

Daily devotions. Experience God in nature. Learn from Christian youth counselors. Research indicates 

camping experiences help children to become more confident and independent. 

 

Camp Greenwood is a Christian camp whose mission is to build a safe community for all ages which 

encourages Christian growth, models acceptance of individual differences, and nurtures friendships in the 

out-of-doors as a place for encountering and enjoying God’s good creation. We are an inclusive 

community welcoming of campers and church groups from all denominations as well as kids with no 

church affiliation. 

 

Camp Greenwood is Certified by the American Camping Association (ACA). This Certification indicates 

Camp Greenwood meets their high standards for being a safe and healthy place for kids. 

 

Summer camp brochures, with registration forms, are available on the long table in the chapel entrance 

area, or at http://campgreenwood.org/summer-camp/. 

 


SAVE THE DATES!  April 7 and 14, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Get Ready, Get Set, Holy Week 
 
Come explore the Beatitudes April 7 and April 14, 
2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Molly Grove Chapel. 
 
During Lent, a time for reflection and self-examination, 
you will be encouraged to read and discover the 
beatitudes. Then for 2 Sunday evenings, April 7 and 
14, all ages are welcome and encouraged to come 
experience the beatitudes in a variety of ways. 
   
Come for one Sunday, or come for both!  Invite a friend, come alone, or come as a family as 
we move toward Holy Week and our Lord’s resurrection!  

http://campgreenwood.org/summer-camp/
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The most important action of the February Session 

meeting was regarding the 2019 budget. In responding to 

the $13,000 projected deficit for 2019, Session approved 

two actions:   

 

 Session voted to start a new fundraising initiative 

to encourage members to increase their pledge for 2019.  

If each pledging unit increased their total donation for the 

year by $100 more, then the budget deficit would be 

eliminated.  To track the progress of this initiative, the congregation is asked to mark those extra 

donations by writing “Deficit Reduction” on the memo line of the check or on the outside 

envelope.  Updates will be provided regularly on this initiative throughout the year. 

 

 The second action is that Session will revisit this initiative at the June meeting, and will consider 

further actions as warranted. 
 

 
 
 

Deacons Notes 
Member Care: The Deacons serve “shut-in” 
members our congregation by visiting them 
in their residences. The Deacons represent 
our entire church in showing the constant 
love of this Christian family of faith. If you 
know of someone who should be added to 
the list for these visits, please contact Chris 
DeYonke: deyonkecf@yahoo.com 
 
Advent House Meals: The Deacons participate in this outreach ministry by providing meals to 
the clients of Advent House on the 4th Sunday of odd numbered months. Chili, peaches and ice 
cream were served in January; the next meal is scheduled for Sunday, March 24, 2019. 
Volunteers are always welcome to prepare and/or help serve the meals—you don’t have to be a 
Deacon to help!!  Contact Christopher Venetis  or Deb Donaldson to volunteer: 
treimainic@gmail.com, iampib@yahoo.com,  
 
Bingo: “What’s that Bingo Box in the hallway of the Christian Pioneers?” The Deacons’ Bingo 
Ministry is an ongoing outreach ministry, on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at S. Washington 
Apartments. The Deacons are continually accepting prizes for the bingo games: toiletry items, 
cleaning products, any nonperishable items, even gift cards, and other useful items. You can 
support of this ministry by placing any donations in the box in the Hall of Christian Pioneers. We 
appreciate your help! 
 
Angel Team ministry offers rides, meals and other support for church members in both joyous 
and difficult times. This ministry wouldn’t be possible without all of YOU who help out! Thanks to 
everyone for your kindness in supporting this ministry!  

mailto:deyonkecf@yahoo.com
mailto:treimainic@gmail.com
mailto:iampib@yahoo.com
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Our Food Pantry would like to keep the 
congregation informed about our monthly 
activity.  
 
To start this communication, let us first 
explain that we work with the Greater 
Lansing Food Bank to serve the hungry in 
our community. It is their suggestion and 
our commitment that we only serve the zip 
codes closest to our church - 48933 and 
48915. That enables us to do the most good 
for the people around us. There are many 
other churches in the greater Lansing area 
that are able to better serve people in their 

zip codes if we all stick to that commitment. This system ensures that all people in need of 
food in the greater Lansing area will be served.  
 
We also are part of the City of Lansing food assistance programs. In future articles in the First 
Epistle, we will provide statistics on the grants we receive, the number of people we serve, the 
pounds of food we move, etc. Hopefully, we will even be able to provide you with a happy 
story or two about the people we serve during the year.  
 
We thank all of you for your participation in this service to the community. Whether you 
donate time, money, food, or personal needs, your effort is greatly needed and really 
appreciated. 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

3/04  Heather Braggs 
3/07  Alyse Collins 
3/09  K C Cornelius-Gallimore 
3/11  Jean Jones 
3/11  Charles Amabo 
3/11  Rachel Layne 
3/12  Kathe Smith 
3/12  Fadia Fawaz 
3/14  Bethanne Jenks 
3/15  Jack Toomey 
3/15  Paul LaPerriere 
3/15  Josephine Powers 
3/16  JoAnn Hengstebeck 
3/17  Pat Feeley 
3/17  Mike Bryan 
3/17  Gail Summerfield 

 
3/18  Elliot Ryser 
3/18  Eric Lunde 
3/18  Jacob Toomey 
3/18  Pryderick Achuonjei 
3/19  Norm Myer 
3/19  Gary Schaub 
3/21  Jim Donaldson 
3/23  Salim Makhoul 
3/25  Mary Lou Gebhardt 
3/26  Cheryl Makhoul 
3/26  Scott Moore 
3/27  Pam Blair 
3/28  Elain Mackoul 
3/29  Al Niznak 
3/31  Daphne Hengstebeck 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION IS EXTENDED TO the Fellows Family, (Mark, 
Jean, Nat and John) upon the death of beloved matriarch, Joahne Fellows, on February 3. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Bill and Alyse Collins upon the birth of Jane Leslie Collins on 
February 9! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Bill and Karen Rude, as they celebrate their 
60th wedding anniversary on March 28! 
 
 
HOSPITALIZED:  Jackie Blankenship, Elaine Scovill, Sue Jenks, 

Rebecca Smith 

 
  
The April First Epistle deadline is March 15.   Please submit your  

articles to Kathy Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 


  

 March 3 March 10 March 17 March 24 March 31 

Liturgists  

Geoff Blair 

 

Sam Smith 

 

Pam Davies 

 

Bill Collins 

 

Sam Smith 

Videographers Rich 

Blankenship 

Bryse Friess Russ Jenks Charlie Phillips Sam Smith 

Chapel 

Greeters: 

Denice 

Dickinson 

                

Kurt Civilette 

Jim 

Donaldson 

                                

Bill and Karen Rude 

                       

James Pyle 

Pastor:  Rev. Stanley Jenkins     Church Administrator:  Tracy Weldon 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Charles Herrick   Custodian:  Steve Taylor 
Pastoral Care Assistant:  Christine DeYonke   Director of Music:  Megan Higle 
Director of Congregational Life &    Organist:  Sergei Kvitko 
Community Outreach:  Sallie Campbell   Director of Bell Choir:  Karen Viele 
Director of Christian Education:  Kathleen Banghart Sunday Morning Host:  David Jackson 
     Child Care Staff:  Abigail Grill and 

        Heather Pollok 
         
 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org
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Friday, March 1   
6:00 p.m.          Yoga 
6:00 p.m.-8       Parens Night out – Litten Hall 
Saturday, March 2 
8:30 a.m.          Intermediate Yoga 
8a-4                  Steiner Chorale Competition- Chapel 
Sunday, March 3            
10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship / Communion /  
             Deacon’s offering received 
11:00 a.m.        Education for 4 yrs. thru 12

th
 Grade 

            Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.        Adult Forum – Reception Room 
5:00 p.m.          Steve Lange rehearsal- Chapel 
Monday, March 4 
10:00 a.m.        Staff Meeting – Library 
5:00 p.m.          Membership Committee - Library 
5:30 p.m.          Intermediate Yoga 
6:00p.m.-9        Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:45 p.m..         Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, March 5  Shrove Tues 
12:10 p.m.        Yoga  
5:30 p.m.          Adult Education Committee – Library 
6:00 p.m.-9       Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.          Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall  
7:30 p.m.          Book Group – Parlor 
7:00 p.m.          LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
Wednesday, March 6  Ash Wednesday 
10:30 a.m.        Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
Noon                 Boomers and Beyond lunch- Parlor 
2:30 p.m.          Building & Grounds  - Library 
7:00 p.m.          Ash Wednesday Worship - Chapel 
Thursday, March 7 
6:00 a.m.          Yoga 
9:00 a.m.-2       NWI Food Distribution - Kitchen 
5:00 p.m.          Global Institute of Lansing Board 

Meeting- Library 
7:00 p.m.          Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, March 8   
6:00 p.m.          Yoga 
Saturday, March 9  
8:30 a.m.          Intermediate Yoga 
Sunday, March 10, 1

st
 Sunday in Lent 

10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship  
11:00 a.m.        Education for 4 yrs. thru 12

th
 Grade 

                         Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.        Adult Forum – Reception Rm 
11:30 p.m.        Finance Committee – Library 
Monday, March 11  
10:00 a.m.        Staff meeting – Library 
2:30 p.m.          Personnel Committee –Library 
3:30 p.m.          Lent Activity group meeting 
5:30 p.m.          Membership Committee meeting 
5:30 p.m.          Intermediate Yoga 
6:00p.m.-9        Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:45 p.m.          Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, March 12 
12:10 p.m.        Yoga  
5:30 p.m.          Worship Committee - Library 
6:00 p.m.-9       Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.          Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall  
7:00 p.m.          LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel 
 

Wednesday, March 13 
10:30 a.m.        Lectionary Bible Study – Library   
4:00 p.m.-7       Lansing Children’s Choir  - Chapel 
6:00 p.m.          Yoga 
6:30 p.m. MI Pride meeting - Library  
7:00 p.m.           Deacons meeting  
Thursday, March 14 
6:00 a.m.          Yoga 
8:30 a.m-3        NWI Bread Distribution – kitchen 
1:00 p.m. TLC – Harry’s Place 
7:00 p.m.           Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, March 15  
6:00 p.m.          Yoga 
Saturday, March 16 
8:30 a.m.          Intermediate Yoga 
Sunday, March 17  2

nd
 Sunday in Lent 

10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship  
11:00 a.m.        Education for 4 yrs. thru 12

th
 Grade 

                         Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.        Adult Forum – Reception Rm 
3:00 p.m.          Lansing Symphony Concert- chapel 
1:00 p.m.-4      Shower- Litten Hall 
Monday, March 18   
10:00 a.m.        Staff meeting – Library 
5:30 p.m.          Intermediate Yoga 
6:00 p.m.          LanSINGout Board meeting- Chapel  
6:00p.m.-9        Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:45 p.m..         Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, March 19 
12:10 p.m.        Yoga  
6:00 p.m.          Mid-MI Photo Club Officers - Library 
6:00 p.m.-9       Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.          Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall  
7:00 p.m.          LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
Wednesday, March 20  
10:30 a.m.        Lectionary Bible Study – Library 
4:00 p.m.-7       Lansing Children’s Choir  - Chapel 
6:00 p.m.          Yoga 
7:00 p.m.          Session meeting 
Thursday, March 21    
6:00 a.m.          Yoga 
810:00 a.m.-2   NWI Food Distribution  - Kitchen 
7:00 p.m.          Chancel Choir rehearsal  
Friday, March 22 
6:00 p.m.          Yoga 
Saturday, March 23   
8:30 a.m.          Intermediate Yoga 
Sunday, March 24   3

rd
 Sunday in Lent 

10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship / 2 Cents a Meal 
offering received / One Great Hour of  
Sharing Offering received 

11:00 a.m.        Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:00 a.m.        Education for 4 yrs. thru 12

th
grade        

11:20 a.m.        Adult Forum - Reception Room 
3:30 p.m.          Advent House Meal prep 
Monday, March 25   
10:00 a.m.        Staff meeting – Library 
5:00 p.m.          NorthWest Initiative Cooking Class 
5:30 p.m.          Intermediate Yoga 
6:00p.m.-9        Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:45 p.m..         Bells of First rehearsal 
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Tuesday, March 26 
12:10 p.m.        Yoga  
6:00 p.m.-9       Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.           Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.           LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
Wednesday, March 27 
10:30 a.m.        Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:00 p.m.-7       Lansing Children’s Choir - Chapel 
6:00 p.m.          Yoga 
6:00 p.m.          Lansing Area Human Rights Board 

            Meeting – Library 
Thursday, March 28    
6:00 a.m.          Yoga 
9:00 a.m.-2       NWI Bread Distribution - Kitchen 
8:00 p.m.          Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, March 29  
6:00 p.m.          Yoga 
Saturday, March 30           
8:30 a.m.          Intermediate Yoga 
Sunday, March 31   4

rd
 Sunday in Lent 

10:00 a.m.        Morning Worship   
11:00 a.m.        Education for 4 yrs. thru 12

th
 Grade        

            Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.        Adult Forum - Reception Room 



 

 
 


