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Newsletter of the First Presbyterian
510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI
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48933 (517) 482-0668
Office hours: 8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian Our website: http://lansingfirstpres.com
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Education for All Ages: 11:15 a.m.

Communion will be served on May 5.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY, MAY 5
The Class of 2019 will be recognized during worship as we celebrate
those who have successfully completed some phase of their
educational careers! See p. 5 for more about our fantastic grads!

Music of First Concert
May 5, 3:00 p.m.
The chancel choir and bell choir are pleased to present our
5th Annual “Music of First” concert on Sunday, May 5
Featuring the Missa St. Nicholai by Franz Joseph Haydn.
A free will offering will be taken, to benefit the music
programs of First Church.

IT’S COOL IN THE FURNACE
During worship -- MAY 12
This “cool” musical Readers’ Theater offering is being
presented during worship by our fabulous and talented lower
elementary children on May 12. Come hear the story of Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshach, Abednigo, Nebuchadnezzar, the fiery
furnace, and God’s promise to never leave us alone.

ALL CHURCH POTLUCK
Sponsored by LINK
Sunday, May 19 following worship
See pgs. 4 and 14 for more info.
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Time to get out your calendars again! We’ve got a
lot of things going on!
 We’ve got the music concert on May 5 at 3:00
p.m.
 There’s the Children’s Musical on Sunday
May 12 during regular worship.
 On Sunday, May 19, at 6:00 p.m., at Union
Missionary Baptist, we will be participating in a
Community Interfaith Baccalaureate Service
celebrating this year’s graduates. (I’m among the
scheduled speakers, so come and represent First
Pres.!)


On Friday, May 24, at 6:00 p.m. at Union
Missionary Baptist we will have a joint potluck
dinner. As you will recall, the last joint potluck was
at our church, this time we’re invited to theirs. If it’s
anything like the last time, be prepared for lots of
fun, laughter and fellowship.
 And on Sunday, May 26, our guest preacher
will be the Rev. Andrew Pomerville. Andrew is the
former Pastor of Peoples Church and is currently
serving as Chaplain at Alma College. For those of
you with children approaching college age, I
especially encourage you to come.
In Christ, Stan
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Our Church Photo Directory is Here!!
The photo directory team (Linda Snyder, Linda Diepenhorst,
Alyse Collins, Willye Bryan, Brian Jackson and Marylou
Gebhardt) are happy to say our directories are here!!!! Pick up
your copy before or after Worship Service each Sunday for the
next month or find them in the office during the week. Be sure to
place your sticker name label on it. This will allow us to see the
remaining names so we can contact them and deliver to their
home, if needed.
We thank each of you who had your picture taken and those who
volunteered during registration. We also thank you for your
patience in waiting for the final product. We learned a lot for our
future directories! They are now beautiful and will be cherished
by many generations. We could not have done it without a
supportive family! God is great! ~ Linda Snyder, chair

ADULT FORUM 2019
All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely topics
in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:20-12:30.
April 28 & May 5
Words Matter: The Matter of Words
Led by Bill Marx
The 19th century English poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley, ended his “Defence of Poetry" by declaring that “Poets
are the unacknowledged legislators of the World.” In two presentations Bill will explore how the
imaginative/poetic use of words affects the creation, reinforcement, or alteration of our senses of community
and common purpose. He will give special attention to the ways in which “ poetic" speech can increase our
senses of empathy and move us to acts of compassion.
Among the “poets" that Bill will discuss will be Plato, William Shakespeare, and Jesus. Their “poetry” has in
large part created the moral and ethical worldview that most of us who have been nurtured in the Western
humanities now take for granted. It was not always the case, for Plato banished all poets from his ideal
Republic, Shakespeare's poetry was in his own time subject to severe censorship, and the poetic imagery and
parables of Jesus contributed to his condemnation and eventual execution.
We shall try to sort out why “poetry" can arouse such passionate responses, both positive and negative, and
how the poets can reshape our world for the better.
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Adult Forum continued…

May 12
Anniversary of Pride
Led by Rev. Jennifer Tafel
50th

June 28-29 of this year marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall riots (New York City) which is what marks
the beginning of Pride for the LGBTQ+ community. Was there a movement for this community prior to this
event? What has happened in the last fifty years that would be noted as progress? What barriers exist in and
around the community? How does faith enter into the conversation?
Rev. Jenn Tafel will be speaking briefly about the national and local history of LGBTQ+ Pride. She will bring in
stories from a range of backgrounds.

May 19
All Church Potluck following worship
Sponsored by LINK
Plan to join the celebration of the
10th anniversary of LINK
All are welcome ~ whether or not you are active in your Link group!
(And yes, everyone is in a group, based on where you live)
Join the festivities with the whole congregation!
This concludes Adult Forum for this program year.
~ See you in September! ~
(But read on, below)

Are There Women in the Congregation Who
Would Like to Start a Bible Study this Summer?
We are looking to form a group that will meet weekly,
probably June through July (though that is negotiable).
Our meeting day and time is to be determined – it could
be early evening on Sunday , Sunday right after
worship, or sometime during the week! Would you like
to participate? Come to the parlor on Sunday, May
26, right after worship, to talk about the possibilities, or, let one of us know of your interest:
contact Shirley Herrick (517-628-3084, scherrick42@gmail.com or Kathy Banghart (482-0668,
ext. 14, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org).
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR MAY

May 5 and 12

Class for youth; the younger group
will practice their musical Readers’ Theater.
 May 12 is the “It’s Cool in the Furnace” presentation
during worship
 May 12 is the last day of programming until Fall

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING ENDS ON MAY 12 AND RETURNS SEPT. 15

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY
May 5

Congratulations, Class of 2019!

May 5 is Graduation Sunday here at First Church, when we honor those who have successfully completed
some phase of their educational careers. We give thanks to God for blessing our church family with these gifted
people.
Graduating from university:
Sophia Mackoul, the daughter of John and Elain Mackoul, is graduating from Michigan State University,
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Apparel and Textile Design, with a minor in Retail Management. She is
currently sending out resumes.
Graduating from high school:
John Fellows – Grand Ledge High School
John is the son of Jean and Mark Fellows. He is graduating from Grand Ledge High
School, where he lettered on the varsity tennis team, participated in symphony band
and marching band, and was part of the Anime Club. John has achieved the rank of
Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America. His future plans are to attend Lansing
Community College.

Bailey Kennedy – Grand Ledge High School
Bailey is the son of Deanna and Steve Kennedy, and the grandson of Sharon and
Larry Johnson. He is graduating from Grand Ledge High School, where he played
football and ran track. Bailey plans to go into business or insurance.
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 CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH

 

-- Sallie Campbell –

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
A GREAT BIG “THANK YOU” to everyone who helped plan, implement,
and attend our “Experiencing the Beatitudes” evenings during Lent.
Each of the two evenings featured intergenerational activities, music
and reflection around four of the Beatitudes, from chapter 5 in the
Book of Matthew. Eight different people shared their reflections on a
given Beatitude, with about 40 people in attendance each evening.
Holy Week began with a wonderful “Palm Sunday Reader’s Theatre” written by our own Gwen
Botting and performed by our children and youth. This was followed by the Deacon Brunch at a
new time and new day, which seemed to work out well. We celebrated our third annual Agape
Feast on Maundy Thursday. Learning about and experiencing how the tradition of Communion
began along with sharing the experience with family and friends makes this a very special
evening. A huge “thank you” to all who helped with cooking, set-up and
clean-up.
We hosted a noontime worship service every day during Holy Week, as
well as a Good Friday service all sponsored by the Lansing Clergy
Forum. We held our own Good Friday service later that evening too.
Easter Sunday was awesome and included our own “brass section” that
included a variety of age groups of members of our church and of
course, the “Hallelujah Chorus” at the end.
If you attended any of these special events during Holy Week and have any
comments/suggestions, please feel free to share them with staff, send an email, or place a note in
my mailbox. We would like to make these kinds of events as meaningful as possible for everyone,
and as convenient as far as scheduling to allow as many people as possible to attend. Suggestions
are always welcome.
This is a Presbyterian Youth Triennium year for our
denomination. Once every three years, about 5,000 young people
gather at Purdue University for a week of meeting new friends from
all around the world, worshipping with a community of teens and
adults, and deepening their faith on a variety of levels, along with a
lot of fun activities and recreation. Staying in the dorms of a college
campus is also a great experience for our youth, some of whom will
be heading to college before we know it! We are sending 6 of our
teenagers to this event along with about 50 other youth from around
the presbytery. They will travel to First Presbyterian Church of
Sturgis on Monday, July 15, to have some fellowship, spend the night and meet the charter bus
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Congregational Life continued…

on Tuesday morning to head to Purdue. This gives the youth from around the presbytery a
chance to get to know one another and bond as a delegation from Lake Michigan. Then they head
out to Purdue and enjoy a week of awesome experiences. They travel back to Sturgis by bus on
Saturday where they are then picked up and head home. The young people attending from First
Lansing are: Elijah Layne, Will Bales, David Jackson, Candace Metzger, Jovita Amabo and Jennifer
Amabo. They will share their experiences with you later in the summer.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
If you are a gardener, or would like to be, we are asking that you consider
participating in a “Grow a Row” program to help supply the Pantry and the
Mobile Farmers Market with locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables. We
could help supply seedlings to expand your garden if you would like them. We
are starting seeds now and will be distributing them to interested people in a
few weeks. Our plan is to distribute the seedlings to people who would like to
try to grow vegetables on their own, including food pantry clients. We are also building some
raised beds, in collaboration with NorthWest Initiave, that will be located behind the dumpsters
out back. The building date is yet to be determined, but it will be soon. Further information,
including dates, will be posted on the bulletin board in the Chapel entrance. PLEASE TAKE A
LOOK AND LET SALLIE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE KNOW IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN GETTING
INVOLVED.
In case you are wondering what the “Mobile Farmers
Market” is; you may notice a large bus/van in the parking lot
soon. NorthWest Initiative has started a new program that is a
“travelling market” that goes from location to location in the
greater Lansing area, helping get fresh fruits and vegetables to
people who struggle to get to a grocery store to buy them.
This is designed to increase the overall health of the
community. Our elderly population in particular, has been very excited to have the market visit
their residences. The Office on Aging is also helping support this program by identifying
complexes that could benefit from a visit and also giving out coupons to be spent on locally
grown produce. Volunteers and sponsors are always needed. There are several different levels
of support encouraged, from an individual to a large corporation. You can sponsor a particular
“stop” or give financial support to the general budget. You can also volunteer to help staff the
market on any given day or on a regular basis. If you are interested in more information, or know
anyone who might be, please let Sallie in the church office know or contact Allie (our AmeriCorps
member) at alexandriam@nwlansing.org

The Global Institute will celebrate another graduation ceremony
on June 17 at 11:00 a.m. They expect to award at least another 6
diplomas this year, bringing the total to over 80! What a great
contribution to
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Community Outreach continued…

our community! The students come to us from many different countries around the world. They
understand and appreciate that having arrived in this country, achieving at least a high school
diploma will help them with employment, understanding and participating in their children’s
education and also give them more confidence to be a more active member of the community
where they live. Some of our congregation members have gotten involved with GIL in a variety
of ways, from teaching and tutoring to participating on the board of directors. GIL students and
teachers appreciate the many ways First Pres continues to provide for their education. Please
know you are all invited to the graduation ceremonies, which includes a beautiful ethnic
luncheon. All are welcome.
Cooking classes continue to meet on the last Monday of each month,
in the First Pres Kitchen from 5-7. Recent topics include Fruit based
desserts, Baked Italian and Peruvian Cuisine. Bar-B-Que Basics is
always a big hit a little later in the summer. Classes are organized and
led by Allie Maldonado, (AmeriCorps member) and are not only
informative but also fun. Please let her know if you would like to
attend - Alexandriam@nwlansing.org

Our annual

M.A.D.D. camp will be held
July 15-20. We are collaborating with the local YMCA this year
and they will be bringing lunch and recreation to us during that
week. We plan to have the “arts” part of the camp to include
Culinary Arts again this year since the kids seemed to really
appreciate it last time. Allie Maldonado (AmeriCorps member) will
be planning and implementing that part of the program, along with Megan Higle and Ben English
leading the music portion and program leaders from other local organizations leading the dance
and drama sections. Participants will have the opportunity to make a healthy snack each day and
will also design a “Kids Cookbook” to take home. Further details and requests for help will be
coming soon, but mark your calendars and talk to your friends about participating. Registration
is limited and fills up fast so please contact Kathy Banghart, Ben English, Megan Higle or Sallie
Campbell for more information.
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MUSIC NOTES
He is Risen! He is Risen, indeed!
In the blink of an eye we are in the Easter season. Our journey to the cross has brought us
into the bright and glorious light of the resurrection. Halleluiah!
I/we am/are blessed with such a wonderful music staff and volunteers, that making music is
simply a joy. From the all-volunteer First Pres Brass (thank you, Gwen for organizing!); to the
volunteer Bells of First (thank you, Karen for your leadership!); and the volunteer chancel
choir, with its four section leaders who are surely part of our “choral family”; the music ministry
at First Presbyterian is flourishing. Many of our musicians have been also preparing for our
annual Music of First concert - Sunday, May 5th at 3:00 p.m. This will be our 4th concert and is
a celebration in fellowship and music.
Our chancel choir has been diligently rehearsing the Missa St. Nicholai by Franz Joseph
Haydn since the beginning of this year and is looking forward to presenting this joyful work on
Sunday, May 5. Below are program notes to give you a little better sense of Haydn’s Mass.
For much of his life Haydn’s energies were devoted primarily to composing orchestral and
instrumental music. The St. Nicholas Mass, which was written in 1772, is one of comparatively
few choral works that he wrote before he was fifty. The supreme choral masterpieces of his old
age – The Creation, The Seasons and the six great Masses, including the wellknown Nelson Mass – were all composed during the last fifteen years of his life.
The autographed manuscript of the St. Nicholas Mass and all the original orchestral parts were
found intact in the Esterhazy archives at Eisenstadt Castle. It seems more than likely, therefore,
that it was written to celebrate the nameday – the Feast of St. Nicholas – of Haydn’s employer,
Prince Nicolaus Esterhazy, on 6th December 1772. The Mass follows the usual format of Kyrie,
Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei. As was sometimes the custom, the Credo is
in a compressed form, with different lines of the text sung simultaneously by the four sections
of the choir. Whilst this may have been confusing for the people, for the composer it had the
merit of keeping the mass shorter than it otherwise would have been, while at the same time
complying with the church’s stipulation that the text must not be cut. The St. Nicholas Mass is
not on the same scale as the late masses (it is about half the length of the Nelson Mass) but it
is nevertheless quintessential Haydn in its energy, its tunefulness and, above all, its infectious
joy. (John Bawden)
Our presentation of the Missa St. Nicholai will be accompanied by a string quintet, French
horns, oboes and organ. Please mark your calendars and invite your friends for an afternoon
of joyous music making!
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Music Notes continued…

Some of the hymns that we will sing with joy during the season of Easter include;
Jesus Shall Reign, Where’r the Sun (PH 423); We Are One In The Spirit (STF 2223); O
For a World (PH 386); Shall We Gather At The River (GTG 375); I’ve Got Peace Like a
River (PH 368); O Beautiful, For Spacious Skies (564)
Some of the choral anthems that will be offered in joy and thanksgiving in May includes:
“When Morning Gilds the Skies” (setting by John Ness Beck); “Alleluia” (Ed Harris);
“Joy In The Moring” (Natalie Sleeth); “Bright Canaan” (arr. by Alice Parker & Robert
Shaw)
The staff and volunteers who work to organize and present our best for God each and every
Sunday, continue to pray that your worship is enhanced by the music you make and
experience on Sunday mornings.
Blessings, Megan Higle

MORE MUSIC AT FIRST!
Bells of First Spring Concerts
Monday, April 29 at 6:45 p.m.
Ingham County Medical Care
3860 Dobie Road, Okemos
Wednesday, May 1 at 7:00 p.m.
Burcham Hills
2700 Burcham Drive, East Lansing


LANGE CHORAL ENSEMBLE SPRING CONCERT
Sanctuary
May 5 at 7:00 p.m.
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Music Notes continued…



LANSING CHILDREN’S CHOIR
presents their
SPRING CONCERT

Saturday, May 11, 2019
Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Suggested donation:

$10

Join the Lansing Trebles and the Lansing Chorale for an
afternoon of celebratory children’s choral music! All are
invited!




SAVE THE DATE!
LanSINGout Spring Concert
“It Started with a Mouse”
June 7 – 8, 7:30 p.m. Chapel
LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus is proud to announce its
30th Anniversary Musical Celebration to be held in the
Chapel on June 7 and 8 (Friday and Saturday), start
time is 7:30. The theme is “It Started With A Mouse”
and features beloved Disney music starting with the
theme song from The Mickey Mouse Club all the way up to more current favorites like Frozen’s
“Let It Go”. Tickets are $15.00. This child-friendly event has free admission for those under
twelve. For more information contact George Bennett at (248) 762-0774.

Worship moves to the Chapel on June 9
We will continue to worship in the Sanctuary until June 2. On June 9,
Pentecost Sunday, we will worship in Molly Grove Chapel through Labor Day
and return to the Sanctuary on September 8, 2019
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WORSHIP NEWS
Glory to God hymnals
We are fewer than 60 hymnals away from our goal for bring the
new PCUSA hymnal, “Glory To God” to our congregation. For $20
per hymnal, YOU can be a part of the new music legacy at First
Presbyterian Church. Donation forms are available in the church
office and in the library (along with a copy of the hymnal). Please
see Megan Higle with any questions.

“GREENING OF THE CROSS” SUNDAY
Sunday, May 19
We will rejoice with the “Greening of the Cross” on Sunday,
May 19. This is a special celebration of our new life in Jesus
Christ, of the new life of springtime, and a time for us to reflect
on the joys in our lives. Everyone is encouraged to bring a
flower or leafy branch to church that morning to place on a
rough hewn cross built for this occasion. Plenty of flowers will
be available for those without access to flowers in their yards
or for the forgetful! Plan to join us for this beautiful ceremony!



WORSHIP LEADERS NEEDED – JULY THROUGH DECEMBER 2019
The Worship Committee is looking for people willing to serve as Worship Leaders (also
called Liturgists) from July through December. If you are interested in serving in this
way, please call, email or talk with Gwen Botting to get on the calendar. 989-855-2430,
616-755-2221, or gwenbotting9496@gmail.com.
12

Worship News continued…

Colors of the Church Seasons
Eastertide is by far the most joyous
season of the church calendar year!
Even though in our society Easter has
been eclipsed by Christmas, the mystery
of God becoming human to save us from
eternal death is only fulfilled when Jesus
bursts out of the tomb on Easter morning. From Easter through the next 48 days, our colors are
white in celebration of this history-changing, universe-altering event! Then, for one Sunday only,
June 9, we celebrate Pentecost – the day when the Holy Spirit entered a closed room where the
disciples were praying – and hiding – like a wind of fire! The color of Pentecost is red, and you are
encouraged to wear red on that day in celebration of this third most important event in the church’s
history. Without the Holy Spirit, the disciples would have likely never had the courage to step up and
step out and tell the world the truth of Jesus’s rising from the dead, and that matters to us!
After Pentecost we will return the colors to green in celebration of “Common Time”, or the season of
growth, change, and new life, for the rest of the summer.



FUNDRAISER FOR THE ORGAN REPAIR FUND
REPRODUCTIONS OF A PAINTING OF OUR CHURCH NOW AVAILABLE
Charlie Herrick has recently painted a watercolor of our church building, from which 50 reproductions
have been made. These are available for a suggested contribution of $50 each, with all proceeds going to
the organ repair fund. They are printed with a matte finish on heavy stock, and individually signed. The
12” X 16” size fits a standard frame, or, with the addition of a 2-1/2” mat, would fit an even more readily
available 16” X 20” frame. Look for a member of the Worship and Music Committee at a table at coffee
hours after worship.
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ALL CHURCH POTLUCK
Sponsored by LINK**
Sunday, May 19 following worship

Plan to join the celebration
for the 10th Anniversary of LINK!!
Bring a dish to share
Dessert provided
All are welcome ~ whether or not you are active in
Link!
Join the festivities with the whole congregation

**What is LINK?
LInking Neighbors in Koinonia
What is koinonia?
A New Testament word for Christian fellowship
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Book Group
Everyone is invited to meet with us in the church parlor for discussion of interesting books.
Tuesday May 7 7:00 p.m.
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland is an 1865 novel written by English author
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson under the pseudonym Lewis Carroll. It tells of a girl
named Alice falling through a rabbit hole into a fantasy world populated by
peculiar, anthropomorphic creatures. The tale plays with logic, giving the story
lasting popularity with adults as well as with children. It is considered to be
one of the best examples of the literary nonsense genre. Its narrative course
and structure, characters and imagery have been enormously influential in
both popular culture and literature, especially in the fantasy genre.
Discussion facilitated by Nan Carter.
Tuesday June 4 7:00 p.m.
Wonder by R. J. Palcio
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has
prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher
Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new
classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. Wonder, a #1 New York
Times bestseller, was made into a motion picture in 2017. The story begins from
Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister,
her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of one
community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.
Discussion led by Kim Ringlever.
Tuesday July 30 7:00 p.m.
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
This beloved perennial classic was named as one of the books of the twentieth
century by the New York Public Library. When it was first published in 1943, four
printing plants were required to keep up with the demand. Readers are still
fascinated by Betty Smith’s moving portrayal of the Nolans, a poor family living in
the Williamsburg slums of Brooklyn. A poignant tale of childhood and the ties of
family, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn will transport the reader to the early 1900s
where a little girl named Francie dreamily looks out her window at a tree
struggling to reach the sky. The movie version (1945) was selected for
preservation in the United States National Film Registry as being “culturally,
historically, or aesthetically significant”. Discussion led by Shirley Herrick.
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If you look inside the “food store” room of the First Presbyterian Food
Pantry, it nearly always looks full. It takes people, time and money to
get it to that point weekly. The Greater Lansing Food Bank, the City of
Lansing, several donors and food drives keep that room full. However,
the pantry must purchase food weekly to fill in foods that cannot be
obtained through the GLFB food warehouse or that have not been
donated, yet we like to include as part of our package. As lead
volunteer, Ron O’Connor makes trips to ValueLand, Aldi’s, Walmart,
Horrock’s and Ken’s Farm Market to purchase fresh produce and other food and non-food items to
round out the food packages that our clients receive. For example: we may get pancake or biscuit mix
from the GLFB but they did not have margarine or syrup. Ron will then look for the best deal on
margarine and/or syrup to go with the mix and purchase it from one of the above mentioned stores.
During low produce months at the GLFB, we may still be able to get produce from one of the stores or
markets. To a family that is having a hard time making ends meet, having a package that is wellrounded and nutritionally sound is a huge help. Thanks to Ron and all the pantry volunteers that serve
our clients in a variety of ways yet to be mentioned.

LINK NEWS
The Eastside LINK group will participate in the all-church LINK celebration of LINK on Sunday,
May 19 in Litten Hall after the church service. It is a potluck and celebration of the 10th
anniversary of LINK. Please bring a dish to pass. All LINK groups will be present at this event.
We will sit together as Eastside Link. Our tables will be marked as such. Hope you will be able
to attend.
Our DeWitt/ NE Lansing LINK Group will have its regular 3rd Saturday 9:00 a.m. breakfast at
the Flap Jack Shack in DeWitt on May 18. Hope you can come!

Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK will be holding its monthly LINK breakfast at Dimitri’s
Restaurant on Saginaw Hwy. in Delta Township on May 11, at 9:00 a.m.
South Delta Link will meet Saturday, May 18, at Dimitris at 9:00 am.
HOME LINK will join the fun at the 10th anniversary celebration of LINK on Sunday, May
19. It’s an all church potluck after worship. That will be our May meeting. See you all then!
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M.A.D.D. Camp is coming!
Monday – Friday, July 15 – 19

There are many opportunities for you to
participate, volunteer and/or support
our week-long summer Music-Art-DramaDance Camp for the children of Lansing!
We will be exploring the Elements (Fire,
Water, Air, Earth) through song, movement, food and drama.
Mark your calendars! Registration forms are available.
Please see Kathy Banghart, Sallie Campbell, Ben English or Megan Higle with any
questions.



UNION MISSIONARY AND FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
ANNUAL POTLUCK DINNER

First Presbyterian and Union Missionary Baptist Church will do our second annual
potluck dinner! The dinner is scheduled for Friday, May 24, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. The
dinner this year will be held at Union Baptist. The dinner is “Potluck” so everyone is
requested to please bring a dish for sharing. Please bring your favorite dish or a family
tradition item. This is designed to be a night of Fun, Food, and Fellowship!
We will continue our agenda of extending our mutual friendships and furthering our
relationship as community partners. So please put this on your calendars and come out to
support both our church memberships and friends. If you have questions or need more
information, please contact Pastor Stan, sjenkins@lansingfirstpres.org, Sallie,
scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org, or Willye Bryan, entpeople@yahoo.com.
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THE CELEBRATION CLUB of FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of expressing any special event or
time in your life that you would like to remember, by making a contribution to the
Celebration Club. The donation you give will be used to help build up our
Endowment Fund.
Donors in 2019: Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison
Hendy, Bessie Roper, Jim and Emma Lou Knight, Judy Hartgerink
Total received in 2019:
Total received 2007 – 3/10/19:

$484.00
$31,680.71



EQUAL EXCHANGE, FAIRLY TRADED
CHOCOLATE AND COFFEE COMFORT FOODS
The sweetness and creaminess of the Coconut
Milk chocolate is wonderful when paired with
African Roots coffee, Ethiopian beans blended
with beans from Congo. This bright and juicy
coffee balances the caramelized sweet notes
coming from the coconut sugar. African Roots
coffee and Coconut Milk Chocolate bars are for
sale at the Fair Trade table in Litten Hall after worship on Sundays.











BSA Eagle Court of Honor for John Fellows (center), April 27, 2019, Molly Grove Chapel
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Church Mission Dollars Help Support
Opportunities Unlimited for the Blind Summer Camps
Opportunities Unlimited for the Blind’s mission is to build life skills, self-confidence
and independence for children and young adults who are blind or have low vision.
All OUB Camps include learning skills of independence.
Cookin’ and Servin’ Camp (ages 10-19) This camp combines our most popular activity – cooking! –
with serving the community. Our kids rarely get the opportunity to help others, and helping others is a
critical component of building confidence and competence. Cookin’ and Servin’ Camp will include
specially adapted cooking every day, service opportunities, and the usual
camp activities of campfires, hiking, nature, crafts, swimming, boating and
more
Cookin’ and Jammin’ Camp (ages 7-14) By far our most popular camp for
several years running, Cookin’ and Jammin’ Camp (cooking and
music!) gives our campers a more extensive experience in the world of
food, and tons of fun listening to, playing and creating music. A wide
range of culinary and musical genres will be explored, and also all the
usual fun of swimming, boating, hiking and much more!
Elementary Camp (ages 7-12) This camp is the perfect camp for
beginners! This is what you would expect of any summer camp –
swimming, boating, nature, arts and crafts, games, rock climbing, field
trips, plus cooking, social skills, self-reliance boosting activities and lots of
other fun!
Adventure Trip 2019 (ages 10-19) We will be traveling to Hocking Hills,
“Look at me, Miss Gwen! I’m
cooking!” One year earlier he was
Ohio. Hocking Hills features great trails and unusual rock formations
terrified of the stove and
including caves, waterfalls, rock tunnels, and bridges.
hyperventilated!
Gwen Botting is the Executive Director, Camp Director and Camp Cook for OUB Camps for children
who are blind or low vision. She teaches gardening, cooking, music and job skills to campers and
staff members, many of whom are also blind or low vision. She is also a favorite bedtime story
reader! OUB Camps fills in the gaps between what teachers have time and facilities to teach, and
what parents don’t know how to teach their child who has vision issues. OUB also provides critical
job experience for young adults who are blind or low vision. OUB Camps was a recipient of a
Presbytery of Lake Michigan Self-Development of People Grant in 2014 and 2016.
JOB Opportunity: Male counselors for the summer – 6 ½ weeks of employment, no prior
experience with camping or blindness required. Must be 18 years old. $300/week – better than most
other summer camps! But you don’t take a job like this for the money – it’s a great experience and a
really good resume builder!
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The Boomers and Beyond luncheon will be held on
Wednesday, May 1 at 12:00 noon in the church parlor.
Please join us. This is not a church potluck! You will have
soup, salad and a dessert served to you, and you don’t
have to tip the wait staff!

Thursday, May 9, 2019 - 1:00 PM
TLC will meet on Thursday, May 9, at 1:00 p.m. We
are going to Fireside Grill. It is located at 6951
Lansing Road in Dimondale. Please call Judy
Hartgerink (484-5177) for reservations or information. TLC is a group of women friends
from the church who meet on the second Thursday of each month for lunch. We would
love to have you join us for this time of fellowship.

Camp Greenwood is a great place for kids
of all ages! We provide a safe place for life-changing
experiences and outdoor activities. At Camp Greenwood
we seek to strengthen the bond between campers, their
parents and local churches, by helping campers to take
what they have been taught and put it into practice.
Celebrating God’s Creation | Growing in Christ | Experiencing Community
Make new friends. See old friends. Play outdoor games. Enjoy singing around the camp fire.
Swim in the lake. Canoe in the lake. Watch silly skits. Learn new silly games. Laugh and
giggle. Pray in the chapel. Daily devotions. Experience God in nature. Learn from Christian
youth counselors. Once they have been to Greenwood, most campers want to come back
again and again. Research indicates camping experiences help children to become more
confident and independent.
Camp Greenwood is a Christian camp whose mission is to build a community for all ages
which encourages Christian growth, models acceptance of individual differences, and
nurtures friendships in the out-of-doors as a place for encountering and enjoying God’s good
creation. We are an inclusive community welcoming of campers and church groups from all
denominations as well as kids with no church affiliation.
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Camp Greenwood continued…

Camp Greenwood is Certified by the American Camping Association (ACA). This Certification
indicates Camp Greenwood meets their high standards for being a safe and healthy place for
kids.
Download brochures/ register online or just get more information at:
http://campgreenwood.org/summer-camp/



Visit Covenant Gathering – a retreat for all ages
July 7 – 12, Geneva Center
Rochester, Indiana
Join other Christians for Covenant Gathering 2019 at beautiful Geneva Retreat, Camp and
Conference Center in the rolling hills of north central Indiana as we share amazing "What
If" possibilities of faith in
God's Kingdom. Covenant
Gathering is a little bit
conference, a little bit
vacation, with facilities for
all abilities!
Adult class options include
What is God Calling Us To
and Do? (Bible study)… What
If the Church Can Go
Beyond?... What If There's
More Than Enough?...What If You Looked Deeper?...What If Your Church Journey Is
Presbyterian?...What If Jesus Crosses Boundaries? For full course descriptions
go to www.covenantgathering.com.
Keynote speaker is the Rev. Abby King-Kaiser, Associate Director of the Center for Faith and Justice,
Xavier University, Cincinnati, OH. In her keynote and class, Abby will help us look at our own social
locations and identities, consider pluralism in American culture, build skills for dialogue, but ultimately
engage Scripture and our experience of God to develop a theology for building interfaith
relationships.
Children and Youth have age-appropriate and fun educational opportunities. Everyone worships
together and enjoys delicious meals, evening programs and afternoon options on many topics…AND
a lovely pool and trails! Geneva Center is totally accessible, with comfortable motel-like
accommodations. Save $25 per person with registration before June 10. Check us out at
www.covenantgathering.com and www.genevacenter.org. It’s an affordable, all-inclusive family
vacation!
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS from the April 24 Session meeting include:


Mission Committee made a presentation about a proposed outdoor electric sign, to be located
at the corner of Ottawa and Pine. The vast majority of the funding would come from the
Capital Campaign, which gave 10% of the money raised to Mission Committee. Building and
Grounds (B&G) believes the total cost would not exceed $20,000, and supports the proposal
and location. Motion to purchase outdoor signage was tabled until the May Session meeting,
to request additional bids for the work, per the church purchase policy.



Session approved the request from Tracy Weldon (and recommendation from Personnel
Committee) for Tracy to not work on Fridays, Memorial Day through Labor Day. The office
would be covered by volunteers. Steve Taylor, our custodian, is still scheduled to be in the
building on those days. This schedule adjustment will save the church money, during the
slowest time of the year.

DEACONS’ NOTES
“Bingo!” The Deacons Bingo Ministry is an ongoing
outreach ministry, on the
Tuesday of each month at S. Washington Apartments. Your Deacons
welcome prizes for the bingo games: toiletry items, cleaning products, any nonperishable items,
even gift cards, small appliances and other useful items. Help support this ministry by placing
any donations in the box in the Hall of Christian Pioneers. Volunteers are always welcome—you
don’t have to be a Deacon to help!
3rd

Advent House Meals: Your Deacons participate in this outreach ministry by providing meals to
the clients of Advent House on the 4th Sunday of odd numbered months. The next meal is Sunday,
May 25, 2019. Volunteers are always welcome to prepare and/or help serve the meals—you
don’t have to be a Deacon to help!! Contact Christopher Venetis to volunteer:
treimainic@gmail.com
Volunteer help is also needed for the Lansing PRIDE event on Saturday, June 15th in Lansing.
Contact James Pyle to help: jamesrpyle@hotmail.com
Angel Team Ministry: offers rides, meals and other support for church members in both joyous
and difficult times. Thanks to everyone for your kindness in supporting this ministry!
Member Care: Your Deacons serve “shut-in” members our congregation by visiting them in their
residences. Deacons represent our entire church in showing the constant love of this Christian
family of faith. If you know of someone who should be added to the list for these visits, please
contact Chris DeYonke deyonkecf@yahoo.com
Do you have a special life event pending? Deacons would like to recognize these events in our
congregation. New baby, wedding anniversary, graduation, retirement—our congregation always
has something going on! Let us know of special events coming in your family, as we develop this
new ministry.
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FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY
Flowers have been a tradition in many churches for decades, but
they are expensive. Given our current financial status, the
Worship Committee will no longer be providing fresh flowers in
the sanctuary. Anyone who would like to purchase flowers for
worship can do so by signing up on the calendar on the hallway
wall near the office and paying the $50 fee. Flowers are then
ordered for you and you are welcome to take them home with
you after the service. This also means Easter lilies and
poinsettias will not be “filled in” with church money – only those
flowers ordered by members will be purchased for these
holidays.
If you would like to donate a silk flower arrangement for use in the sanctuary, please see
Josephine Powers or Gwen Botting.

MAY BIRTHDAYS

5/01
5/01
5/01
5/04
5/05
5/07
5/08
5/09
5/10
5/10
5/10
5/12
5/12
5/12
5/13
5/16

Nan Carter
Geoff Blair
Janine Smith
Shirley Cummings
Wendi Middleton
Matt Anderson
Rachelle Mackoul
Avery Bockes
Joahne Fellows
Boots LaPerriere
Allie Estes
Janet O’Connor
Jim LeTourneau
Todd Hendy
Ryan Fawaz
Alex Mackoul

5/17
5/17
5/18
5/18
5/18
5/22
5/22
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/27
5/28
5/28
5/28
5/31

Victoria Fitton
Jessica Moore
Carol Wallace
Scott Ross
George Snyder
Ethan Hodgman
Rebecca Anderson
Laura Wilkinson
Don Hines
Doug Edema
Joy Achuonjei
Griffin Keller
Bob Helmic
Chrisann Lowe
Joan Heil
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
May 5

May 12

May 19

May 26

Liturgists

Bill Collins

Steve Fitton

Brian Jackson

Pryderick Achuonjei

Videographers

Sam Smith

Rich Blankenship

Bryse Friess

Russ Jenks

Ruth and Harry
Brunet

Charles and
Elizabeth Amabo

Greeters:
Chapel

Pastor: Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Parish Associate: Rev. Charles Herrick
Pastoral Care Assistant:
Christine DeYonke
Director of Congregational Life &
Community Outreach: Sallie Campbell
Director of Christian Education:
Kathleen Banghart

Church Administrator: Tracy Weldon
Custodian: Steve Taylor
Director of Music: Megan Higle
Organist: Sergei Kvitko
Director of Bell Choir: Karen Viele
Sunday Morning Host: David Jackson
Child Care Staff: Abigail Grill and
Heather Pollok

Making mandalas at the Beatitudes Study Lent event, April 14, 2019.
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY

CONGRATULATIONS TO
birthday on May 31!

Joan Heil, as she celebrates her 92nd

THANK YOU!
I would like to thank the entire congregation for all your support and love during my
hospitalization and continued recovery. Your kindness as evidenced in your prayers,
your generosity, your encouragement, your support of my family, and your coveted
visits will always be remembered! I have felt God’s love through your actions and for
that I will be forever grateful. I still have a lot of medical procedures ahead of me so I do
ask your continued prayers.
Thank you,
Rebecca Smith
Hospitalized: Peg Whitman, Jean Dietrich

SAVE THE DATE!
Parents’ Morning Out
9:00 – 11:30 a.m.

JUNE 8
The June and July newsletters will be combined into one issue.
Please submit your articles for both months to Kathy Banghart,
kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org by May 15. Thank you!
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Wednesday, May 1
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
Noon
Boomers and Beyond Lunch- Parlor
2:30 p.m.
Building & Grounds meeting- Library
4:00 p.m.-7
Lansing Children’s Choir – Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.
Mission Committee meeting – Library
6:45 p.m.
Bells of First Concert @ Burcham Hills
Thursday, May 2
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
11:00 a.m-1
NWI Food Distribution - Kitchen
5:00 p.m.
Global Institute of Lansing Board Mtg.
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir - Sanctuary
Friday, May 3
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, May 4
8:30 a.m.
Intermediate Yoga
10:00 a.m.-12 Lange Chorale rehearsal- Sanctuary
Sunday, May 5
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship, Communion,
Graduate Recognition, Deacon offering
received
th
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 12 Grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Forum – Reception Room
3:00 p.m.
Music of 1st Spring Concert- Sanctuary
5:30 p.m.
Lange Chorale rehearsal for concert
7:00 p.m.
Lange Chorale Concert - Sanctuary
Monday, May 6
10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting – Library
5:30 p.m.
Intermediate Yoga
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
Tuesday, May 7
8:00 a.m.-8
Lansing Special Election – Chapel and
Narthex
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Book Group – Parlor
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, May 8
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
4:00 p.m.-7
Lansing Children’s Choir – Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.-7:30 MI Pride meeting - Library
7:00 p.m.
Deacons meeting
Thursday, May 9
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
11:00 a.m.-1
NWI Bread Distribution - Kitchen
1:00 p.m.
Tender Loving Care luncheon
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, May 10
10:00 a.m.
Set up for shower – Litten Hall
6:00 p.m.
Yoga

Saturday, May 11
8:30 a.m.
Intermediate Yoga
10:00 am-4
Shower- Litten Hall
2:00 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir arrive-Concert
4:00 p.m.
Lans.Children’s Choir Spring ConcertSanctuary
Sunday, May 12
Children’s Musical
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship/ 2 Cents a Meal
offering received
th
11:00 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs. thru 12 Grade
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:20 a.m.
Adult Forum – Reception Room
Monday, May 13
10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting – Library
1:30 p.m.
Personnel Committee meeting - Library
5:30 p.m.
Membership Committee - Library
5:30 p.m.
Intermediate Yoga
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
Tuesday, May 14
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Worship Committee meeting- Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, May 15
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
5:00 p.m.
Lansing Children’s Choir potluck – Litten
Hall
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Session meeting - Reception room
Thursday, May 16
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
11:00 a.m-1
NWI Food Distribution - Kitchen
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-8
Greater Lansing Quilt Guild - Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, May 17
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, May 18
8:30 a.m.
Intermediate Yoga
Sunday, May 19
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
LINK Potluck – Litten Hall
Monday, May 20
10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting – Library
5pm
NWI Cooking class
5:30 p.m.
Intermediate Yoga
6:00 p.m.
LanSINGout Board meeting- Chapel
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
Tuesday, May 21
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:00 p.m.
Mid MI Photo Club Officer’s - Library
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, May 22
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
6:00 p.m.
Lansing Area Human Rights Board –
Library
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
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Thursday, May 23
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
11:00 a.m-1
NorthWest Initiative Bread Distribution - Kitchen
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
Friday, May 24
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Joint Potluck at Union Missionary Baptist Church
Saturday, May 25
8:30 a.m.
Intermediate Yoga
Sunday, May 26
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship/ 2 Cents Meal Offering received
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
3:30 p.m.
Advent House Meal
Monday, May 27
MEMORIAL DAY
Holiday
Church office closed
Tuesday, May 28
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, May 29
8:30 a.m-3
NorthWest Initiative Food Distribution - Litten Hall
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
LanSINGout rehearsal - Chapel
Thursday, May 30
6:00 a.m.
Yoga
11:00 a.m. -1 NorthWest Initiative Bread Distribution - Kitchen
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir potluck at Megan’s home
Friday, May 31
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Recital - Chapel
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