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510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI 48933
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Communion will be served on December 1.
As we ready our homes for the hustle and bustle that December brings, let us ready our hearts to welcome
Christ. We hope you will join us as we worship, celebrate, and enjoy fellowship. First Presbyterian Church
wishes you and yours the peace of Christ this Christmas season and always.

CELEBRATING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT FIRST PRES!
Sunday, December 1 – First Sunday of Advent
Friday and Saturday, December 6 and 7, at 7:30 p.m. - Chapel
“A Merry and Gay Christmas Concert” – LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus
$15 for adults; free for children! (ASL Interpreted)

Sunday, December 8 at 10:00 a.m. - Sanctuary
“Christus Natus Est: A Cantata for Christmas” by Cecilia McDowall
For Chancel Choir, Soloist and Organ

Friday, December 13 at 7:00 pm. - Sanctuary
Christmas Songs for Jazz Lovers – Concert, (Free Will donation)
Paul Keller Ensemble celebrates the holidays with winter classics for big band and singer

Sunday, December 15 after worship – Litten Hall
Assemble 100 food baskets for distribution on Monday (see more on p. 4)

At 3:00 p.m. - Sanctuary
“Hodie Christus Natus Est” – Lange Choral Ensemble
Music by: Vittoria, Palestrina, Schuetz, Finzi, Poulenc, Mechem, and others. Accompaniment: organ, piano, and harp.

Sunday, December 22 at 10:00 am. during Worship-- Sanctuary
Children’s Christmas play – “O Holy Night” by Arthur L. Zapel Jr.

At 11:30 a.m. – Chapel
Blue Christmas Worship service (see p. 4 for more info)

Tuesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary
Christmas Eve – Lessons and Carols Worship Service. Child care is provided.
Choir, Handbells, Carols and Readings
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The season of Advent begins this year on December
1. “Advent” means “coming”, “arrival”, and as such,
both points toward a celebration of God’s coming into
the world through the birth of his son at Christmas
two thousand years ago and the promise of his final return in triumph at the end of days. The
season looks backwards and forwards at the same time, the two events finding their connection
in the present.
Think about that for a second. On the one hand, we
celebrate
an event from the past as an experienced anticipation in
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
the present, counting down not the remaining shopping days until
Christmas, but the remaining days of growing expectation and
ACT Craft Sale
3
Adult Forum
6
longing until the advent of the joy of new birth, the dawning of the
AmeriCorps Member
14
light, the arrival of the fullness of Divinity in the reality of humanity,
Angel Tree
5
which is celebrated in Christmas. In the ritualized days of the
Bells of First concerts
3
Season of Advent we experience the anticipation of the past as a
Birthdays
20
Blue Christmas Service 4
present anticipation.
Book Group
13
Each Sunday for four week, we light an additional candle on
Boomers & Beyond
7
the Advent wreath. Each Sunday the glow grows, getting brighter
Celebration Club
17
and brighter, until finding its culmination on Christmas Eve in the
Christmas Eve Service
4
Christ candle haloed and surrounded by the combined light of all
Christmas Joy Offering 11
Christmas Memorials
5
four candles of the season. In the ritual of the season we
Christmas Presentation 5
experience what has already been as happening anew in our life—
Church Calendar
24-25
the birth of Christ not occurring two thousand years ago, but right
Church Painting Sale
8
now in our lives, in our midst, in our community.
Coats & Jackets Wanted 9
Cong Life/Comm.Outrch 6-7
On the other hand, in Advent we also celebrate an event that
Deacon Notes
18
has not yet happened as partially fulfilled in the anticipation of the
First Epistle Deadline
22
present, looking forward toward the fulfillment of the Kingdom of
Flower Calendar
16
God, when Justice shall reign and every tear be dried and the
Food Pantry Update
19
FPC Men’s Group
7
swords beaten down into plowshares. As a community we tend
Green Team
8
and nourish our longing and hope, we huddle in the glow of God’s
Holiday Baskets
4
Promise, building one another up, exhorting each other toward acts
Holiday Office Hours 20, 25
of kindness and love, keeping the hope alive in our shared longing,
Lans. Children’s Choir 10, 19
our shared pining, our shared hunger.
LINK News
16
Music Notes
12
In remembering Jesus’ promised return, we remember that
Officer Training
11
God is not yet finished with us or his creation, that the status quo is
Our Church Family
21
not all that can be hoped for or expected. In remembering Jesus’
Parking Lot Reconstruct’n 9
promised return, we look forward with longing to the final
Poinsettias
5
Presby. Coffee Project
9
vindication of hope and the triumph of love. In Advent, we
Robert Burns Celebrat’n 21
experience, if not the fulfillment of this promise, then the throbbing,
Session Highlights
17
palpable vitality of this promise, the life-giving power of this
Snow Policy
23
promise. In Advent this power is made manifest to us in the
Staff
19
Sunday School News
5
experience of anticipation.
Thank yous
21-22
In the ritualized days of the Season of Advent, past and
TLC
14
future meet in the shared experience of the community in the
Urban Plunge Recap
15
present. These are strange days indeed, marked in sacred time by
Worship Schedule
20
the church in worship and fellowship. May we have eyes to see
Wum Water Project
11
and ears to hear! ~ Stan
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ACT (Agape Community Transformation) Craft sale
Look for a craft sale on Sunday, December 1 of Ugandan baskets, jewelry, and sewn items
which empowers the men and women of Muko Sub County, Uganda to make a living in a poverty
stricken area. The crafts will be in Litten Hall after worship during the fellowship hour.

YOU ARE INVITED

FPC Bell Choir Christmas Concerts
Monday, December 2 at 7:00 p.m.
Independence Village
Monday, December 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Delta Retirement Center
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HOLIDAY BASKETS 2019 – Christmas edition
December 15 -- After worship in Litten Hall
It is that time of year again when the Deacons and Food Pantry
volunteers are compiling a list of people who need help with food during
the Christmas holidays. Our church has supported this effort for many
years with generous donations of money and time as we provide a
loving food ministry to the inner City of Lansing. This year we will
supply 100 food baskets to area families. A donation of $45 will
cover the cost of one food basket. Help will be needed on Saturday, December 14 to
organize and arrange the food items that will be filled in the baskets after worship service
on Sunday, December 15 in our usual assembly line process. Volunteers will also be
needed the next day, Monday, December 16 to distribute the baskets late morning and
early afternoon to our guests who will come to pick up their basket. Thanks for your help
for this important ministry to the less fortunate.

Sunday, December 22 -- Blue Christmas Service
Noon -- in the Chapel
Sometimes it can be hard to celebrate Christmas when, in our
own personal lives, we are missing loved ones, the pressures of
life seem overwhelming, we are suffering from the loss of a job or
a betrayal, or someone in our close circle is very ill, or in prison,
or any number of reasons we can feel that the Christmas season
of love and joy is passing us by. This service is for you. A
service of comfort, remembrance, and peace, this service meets
us where we are and assures us of God’s love regardless of our
circumstances. Sunday, December 22 at noon in the Molly Grove Chapel.

Tuesday, December 24

Christmas Eve service

7:00 p.m.
We will celebrate this holy night with Lessons and Carols. There
will be child care available for our youngest members, and
activity sheets will be available.

4

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS
There are two Christmas Memorial opportunities at First Church.
Persons wishing to participate may choose which they prefer. One
provides pension assistance to retired servants of the church and
support for historic mission colleges and schools. The second
provides memorial poinsettias to be used to decorate the Chancel.
Look for the order slip in the bulletin each Sunday morning. They will be
used to decorate until after the Christmas Eve Service, after which you
are welcome to take them home. The cost is $15 each. Please clearly mark your checks
either "Pension Fund" or "Poinsettia." GIFTS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH OFFICE
BY MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, FOR INCLUSION IN THE DECEMBER 22 BULLETIN.

ANGEL TREE through December 15
There are white angels on the tree with gift stickers on them.
If you would like to participate in supporting a local family for
Christmas, pick an angel off the tree and purchase that item
(it’s helpful if you also get a gift receipt). Return the
UNWRAPPED gift to the church office by December 15 with
the sticker taped to it, and the gifts will be distributed to the
family. Thank you!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 29

Class for all ages / rehearse play
Class for all ages / rehearse play
Pack baskets, then final rehearsal of
Christmas play, “O Holy Night”
Christmas play during worship
No programming

ADVENT PRESENTATION -DECEMBER 22
December 22 is the last Sunday of Advent. Join us
during worship as we learn the origin stories of and sing
some of our favorite Christmas carols with our
children and youth, as they present “O Holy Night,” by
Arthur L. Zapel Jr.
5

ADULT FORUM 2019
All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely
topics
in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:15-12:15

December 1

Advent, Anxiety, John Calvin, and Plum Pudding
Rev. Barbara Edema, leading
What do these things have in common? Let's find out! As we begin the Advent season we'll
remember how to wait and watch with hope, gather around holy tables, and even a fun
surprise or two!

December 8
Part II of the Search for Human Perfectibility
Rev. Charlie Herrick, leading
Continuing our November 17 discussion on the quest for individual human
perfectibility this side of heaven, we will move to consider the age-old dream
of creating ideal societies. From Plato’s Republic to the Jewish Essenes, from
the “primitive” Church to the monastic movement, from Calvin’s Geneva to the
European Utopian communities, we will look at what foundational ideas they
shared and how they differed. Especially interesting are the indigenous
communities that sprung from the religious ferment in the United States in the
first half of the nineteenth century. How and why did they thrive for a time,
and then mostly disappear?
December 15
Holiday Basket packing
(No Adult Forum)
December 22
Blue Christmas service
(No Adult Forum)
December 29
Adult Ed Committee wishes you a Blessed New Year
(No Adult Forum)
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CHRISTMAS EVE at 11:30 p.m., our friend and former Director of Music, Dr.
Zebulon Highben, will be conducting a Christmas concert that is being broadcast
on most CBS affiliates. Zeb is currently the Director of Chapel Music at Duke
University Chapel in Durham, North Carolina.

FPC MEN'S GROUP
Tuesday, December 10, 6:00 p.m.
We will gather for a light meal and a time for fellowship
at the home of Jim Donaldson (118 Green Meadows Dr.,
Lansing, 48917) Tuesday, December 10 at 6:00 p.m.
Please bring a snack to share and a beverage of your
choice. A free will offering will be available to cover meal
expenses. Men of ALL age groups are cordially invited to attend! Please RSVP to Brian Koon
(b.koon@comcast.net or 886-9801).

The Boomers and Beyond luncheon will be held on Wednesday,
December 4 at 12:00 noon in the church parlor. Come ready to eat, drink
(coffee!) and be merry. We have had a great turnout in recent months.
Don’t let that stop you from coming in. All are welcome at these tables!
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Charlie Herrick Church Painting – Holiday Sale!
For a limited time during the Holidays, prints of Charlie Herrick’s painting of our church will be
available for only $25 each! Please see Bill Collins or Tracy Weldon to purchase your copy! All
proceeds go to the Organ Fund. Enjoy!


LET THE GO-ROUND BE MERRY
Some still say the world is flat.
(Most folks favor round.)
They disrespect our habitat
And clutter up the ground.
But we are not such dinosaurs-Recycle bins on all our floors
Make reclamation of our world
The happiest of all our chores.
LET OUR RENEWABLE JOY BEGIN
(AGAIN and Again and again ...)!
B. Ditty, for the Green Team
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ANONYMOUS PARKING LOT RECONSTRUCTION
DONATION
There has been an anonymous donation of $10,000 to a
designated fund for the reconstruction of the parking lot. The
very generous grant can only be used for this purpose, and the
designated fund is specifically defined for parking lot reconstruction.
This gift is meant to also act as an incentive for others to make
donations to the fund no matter the amount. The Session is looking at methods of funding this
reconstruction project but no decisions have been made. The last estimate we received for the
cost of this project is approximately $200,000 so additional funds or loans will be needed to
begin this project, but we all thank the generous donors for this large gift that will get the
fund raising started. Praise God!


YOUR GENTLY USED JACKETS AND
COATS ARE WANTED
Our Food Pantry clients can put your gently used or new coats
for all ages to good use! Please hang them on the rack by the
chapel entrance. Thank you very much!



Good coffee for a good cause
The Presbyterian Coffee Project offers a special link between
congregations and communities around the world. Churches can now
reach out to neighbors overseas not only with the prayers and offerings
we give, but with the goods and products we purchase. A warm cup of
coffee (or tea) in our hands is perhaps the most tangible daily
connection we have with farmers around the world. It represents
warmth, hospitality, fellowship, hard work and life’s pleasures both fine
and simple.
Buying fair trade through the Presbyterian Coffee Project ensures that more of the money we spend on
coffee reaches the hardworking farmers who actually grow it. Support small-scale farming cooperatives
through the Small Farmer Fund, administered by the Presbyterian Hunger Program.
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You must present this flyer at time of purchase! 

HELP SUPPORT

LANSING CHILDREN'S CHOIR
At the Frandor Panera store

WHERE 310 North Clippert Street, Lansing, MI 48912
WHEN Tues, Dec 10th

FROM 4:00pm - 8:00pm

Bring this flyer or show an electronic version
to the cashier when you place your order and we'll
donate a portion of the proceeds from your purchase.*

Ordering Online for Rapid Pick-Up or Delivery?*
Enter "PRFUND" as your Promo Code to have a portion of your proceeds
donated to your organization.
Learn more at Fundraising.PaneraBread.com
*

Gift card purchases, catering, kiosk and third party delivery orders are excluded and will not
count toward the event. Rapid Pick-Up and Delivery only where available.
©2019 Panera Bread. All Rights Reserved.
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CHURCH OFFICER TRAINING DATE
Sunday, January 12 – After worship
For ALL Deacons and Elders
actively serving in 2020
Meet in Litten Hall



Christmas Joy Offering
Received December 22

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to
Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and
place, but those leaders often need to be supported by their communities as
well. This Offering addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, including
supporting leadership development for communities of color, and providing support for
Presbyterian church workers in their time of need. Donations can be made by using the
Christmas Joy envelope in your pledge box (please mark your check Christmas Joy ) or at
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/







Water Erosion in Wum
Peter Achuonjei reported to the Mission Committee on
November 6 about water erosion in Wum, which
collapsed the water channel which allows water to
flow into the main reservoir . Wum is a town of about
10,000 in Cameroon and depends on this water source.
Previously the church provided funds for construction
of this water project. The committee allocated $1000
for materials needed to repair this channel.
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MUSIC NOTES
The world has been made richer by [these] carols. The Holy Spirit visited each of the
many people who created them and it is with us today as WE sing.
There are many other great carols and many more will still be written.
It is only important that we sing them with meaning so that the world may continue to be
changed for the infant Jesus and all infants forever.
- From “O Holy Night” by Arthur L. Zapel, Jr.
The magical month of December. The excitement of children, twinkly lights, intentional
generosity, wonderful smells, delicious food, laughter and music. Ahh, the music! For many of us
(me included!) Christmas music is some of our most favorite music. The imagery, the melodies,
songs accompanied by jingle bells….what could be better?
During the season of Advent this year, we have a devotional based upon Advent and Christmas
carols. The choir will be presenting a cantata on December 8 which incorporates five different
carols. The Children’s Christmas Pageant on December 22 tells the origin stories of many of our
favorite carols.
Think about your favorite Christmas Carol. Why do you enjoying listening to or singing the
melody? How do the words of the carol bring comfort and joy to your life? How can you translate
those inward feelings to your outward self?
Some of the hymns and carols that we will sing while we await the wonderful birth include:
O Come, O Come Emmanuel; Soon and Very Soon; People Look East; Lo, How a Rose E’er
Blooming; It Came Upon a Midnight Clear; Come Thou Long Expected Jesus; Hark the
Herald (Light of the World); Silent Night; O Little Town of Bethlehem
Some of the choral anthems that will be offered in praise and prayer include:
“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” (Thomas); “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Berkey);
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” (Busarow); “Canticle of the Turning” (Cooney); “Every Valley”
(Beck); “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Berkey); “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” (Talley)
The staff and volunteers that work to organize and present our best for God each and every
Sunday, continue to pray that your worship is enriched, and your hearts are prepared for
celebrating Christ’s birth with the musical talents of our congregation.
…it is important we sing them with meaning so that the world may continue to be changed…Lives
can be changed by music. Lives have certainly been changed by Jesus Christ.
Blessings and Merry Christmas!
Megan Higle
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Everyone is invited to meet with us in the church parlor for
discussion of interesting books.

Tuesday, December 3 7:00 p.m.
Mr. Dickens and His Carol: A Novel by Samantha Silva
Charles Dickens is not feeling the Christmas spirit. His newest book is an utter flop
and the critics have turned against him. When his publishers try to blackmail him
into writing a Christmas book to save them all from financial ruin, he refuses. And
a serious bout of writer’s block sets in. Frazzled and filled with self-doubt,
Dickens seeks solace in his great palace of thinking, the city of London itself. On
one of his long night walks, he meets the mysterious Eleanor Lovejoy, who might
be just the muse he needs. As Dickens’ deadlines close in, Eleanor propels him on
a Scrooge-like journey that tests everything he believes about generosity,
friendship, ambition, and love. The story he writes will change Christmas forever. Discussion led by
Paul Eenigenburg.
Tuesday, January 7 7:00 p.m.
Uncommon Type by Tom Hanks
A collection of 17 wonderful short stories showing that two-time Oscar
winner Tom Hanks is as talented a writer as he is an actor. Go See Costas
describes a gentle Eastern European immigrant who arrives in New York
City after his family and his life have been torn apart by his country's civil
war. At Loose in the Big Apple is an amusing look at NYC. These are just
some of the tales Tom Hanks tells in this first collection of his short
stories. They are surprising, intelligent, and heartwarming. Discussion led by Del Rector.
Tuesday, February 4 7:00 p.m.
The Hour of the Star (Second Edition) by Clarice Lispector
Narrated by the cosmopolitan Rodrigo S.M., this brief, strange, and haunting tale
is the story of Macabéa, one of life's unfortunates. Living in the slums of Rio and
eking out a poor living as a typist, Macabéa loves movies, Coca-Colas, and her rat
of a boyfriend; she would like to be like Marilyn Monroe, but she is ugly,
underfed, sickly and unloved. Rodrigo recoils from her wretchedness, and yet he
cannot avoid the realization that for all her outward misery, Macabéa is inwardly
free. She doesn't seem to know how unhappy she should be. Lispector employs
her pathetic heroine against her urbane, empty narrator. Working them like a
pair of scissors, she cuts away the reader's preconceived notions about poverty,
identity, and love. Discussion led by Greg Botting.
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Welcome, Erin Paskus!
Our new AmeriCorps Member
Hi folks! I’m Erin, the new AmeriCorps member, and I’m so excited to
be serving with the First Presbyterian Church and the Northwest
Initiative this year! I will be splitting my time between each
organization, so I will be coordinating volunteers for First
Presbyterian’s food pantry and Northwest’s Weekend Survival Kits, as
well as organizing cooking classes for Northwest and facilitating the
creation of a brand new community garden for First Presbyterian. I’ll
also create the curriculum for both organizations’ summer camp
programs.
A little about me: I’ve lived in Michigan all my life and graduated from
Michigan State University last year with a major in Arts and
Humanities. While at MSU I interned at a few service organizations,
including Lansing’s very own Allen Neighborhood Center. I also worked at the Michigan Student Power
Network to increase student voice at colleges and universities. I became passionate about social justice
and knew I wanted to work to empower community members in a nonprofit field.
Fun facts about me are: I’m a twin, I’m trying to get into playing Dungeons & Dragons, and I love to
read books by Ursula K Le Guin!
Erin Paskus (They/Them)
AmeriCorps Member and Food Access Coordinator
Northwest Initiative/ First Presbyterian Church
erinp@nwlansing.org


Thursday, December 12, 2019 - 1:00 PM
TLC will meet on Thursday, December 12 at 1:00
p.m. We are going to Outback Steakhouse. It is
located at 617 N. Canal Rd. (across the street from the
Delta Township Fire Department).
Although the restaurant faces W. Saginaw, the driveway is on Canal Road. Use the same
driveway as the one for Starbucks. An additional bonus – bring your AARP membership card and
receive 10% off the bill.
Please call Judy Hartgerink (484-5177) for reservations or information. This is a special
time of fellowship for women in the church. We have a good time and enjoy great food. Come
join us as we celebrate the holidays!
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URBAN PLUNGE 2019

Eighty two youth and adults came from East, West, North and South to be a part of Urban Plunge
2019 at Camp Greenwood the first weekend in November. Each participant got a t-shirt with this
year's theme from Psalms 139: "I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your
works are wonderful, I know this full well."
The youth were able to choose which group they wanted to be a part of for the Saturday morning
and afternoon mission work. The 4-hour work projects included kitchen duty, volunteering at a
senior center, moving clothing at a thrift store, helping a woman from the church move, tying
fleece blankets and raking leaves. After dinner on Saturday there were organized group games
and then free time for the youth to connect before lights out.
Sunday morning after breakfast cabins were cleaned out, cars were packed and the whole group
enjoyed worship at 5 different experiential stations, including: Origami (youth were invited to
write on a piece of paper how they are wonderfully made by God, then learned to fold it into a
bird), Fire Pit (there was discussion about the meaning and uses of fire, how fire is life, and how
God makes no two fires as well as no two humans the same), Waterfront (each youth made a list
in the sand of pressures in life, and discussed how God helps us deal with stress), “Big Field” (a
game which demonstrated how busy their lives can get, and the need for intentional physical,
emotional and spiritual self-care), Prayer Walk (a walk through the woods, meditating on the
mantra “I am fearfully and wonderfully made” as they took in the splendor of God's gift of nature,
then looked for God's gift within themselves).
What a great opportunity and blessing to create new friendships as well as strengthen old
friendships from other Presbyterian events such as Triennium. Not even 39 degree weather and
snow and sleet could spoil the joy of being together and doing God's work! ~Bethanne Jenks
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FLOWER CALENDAR
Signing up to provide the flowers for worship on any given Sunday
is a wonderful way to enhance our worship service, and to
remember/ celebrate/ honor special events and the people we love.
It’s easy! Just put your name on the date of your choice on the
Flower Calendar located in the hallway next to the parlor door, and
send/ give a check to the church office for the $45 cost. (Please put
“flowers” on the memo line of your check.)

linK NEWS
Eastside LINK will meet for brunch at the home of John and Elain Mackoul on Saturday,
December 14 at noon. Their address is 1964 Groton Way in East Lansing. Please bring a
brunch dish to share. John and Elain will provide beverages and tableware. Please R.S.V.P. to
Elain at 337-0717, or email at jhmackoul@aol.com, by December 11 so John and Elain can
prepare their home for guests. Wondering what to bring? You can help coordinate the brunch
menu by contacting Elain at 337-0717 or Kathe at 332-0029. Come ring in the holiday with us
at the Mackouls!
The DeWitt/ NE Lansing LINK Group is having its annual Christmas Progressive Dinner on
Saturday, December 14 beginning at 4:00 p.m. and lasting to whenever. We begin at
Hengstebecks at 4:00,for appetizers, move to Champps Restaurant at 6:00 p.m. for the
main course, then on to Davies at 8:00 p.m. for desserts and merry making.
The South Lansing LINK group will meet after Christmas basket packing on December 15. We will meet
for appetizers and dessert in the parlor, then go to the Turner Dodge House for their Festival of Trees.

HOME LINK will be enjoying a Christmas brunch on the second Saturday of December December 14. Barb Amundsen has graciously said she would host. We plan to sing carols and
exchange a white elephant gift as we did last year.

Grand Ledge/South Delta / West Delta LINK groups Christmas Party Members of these
LINK groups are cordially invited! The date is Friday, December 13 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at
the Comfort Inn on Canal Road, south of Saginaw. Please bring an appetizer or dessert to
share and a beverage of your choice. There is an $8 fee per person to cover the room
charge. A White Elephant gift exchange is optional. RSVP to Dart Hartgerink (517 8815021 or dhartg@att.net) or Judy Whitman (lundejalunde@comcast.net).
Grand Ledge/South Delta LINK - Because we will be having so much fun on Friday
night, we won’t have breakfast on the 14th. We will resume our regular breakfast
schedule in January. Please join in on the fun on the 13th.
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THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of celebrating any special event or time
in your life that you would like to remember by making a contribution to the
Celebration Club. The donation you give will be used to help build up our
Endowment Fund. Last chance for 2019 donations!
Donors in 2019: Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison
Hendy, Bessie Roper, Jim and Emma Lou Knight, Judy Hartgerink, Russ and Sue Jenks,
Jim and Debbie Donaldson, Roger and Laura Wilkinson, Mary Lou and Chuck
Gebhardt
Total received in 2019: $994.00
Total received 2007 –9/30/19: $31,190.71









SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
 Session voted to schedule the Joint Deacons/ Session
Meeting without a potluck dinner on January 8 at 7:00
p.m.
 The Annual Meeting to accept the 2019 Annual
Report is scheduled for February 16 after Worship.
 Financial Committee highlights include a positive outlook to the end of 2019, and they are still
waiting on about 29 missing pledges from individuals or families who usually make an annual
commitment. They stress the importance of getting your pledge cards in either on a Sunday
collection or dropping off at the office.
 Session approved Mission Committee motions. First motion was to place an electric sign at the
corner of Pine and Ottawa. The Second motion was to allow Karen Viele to sell baskets and
jewelry from Uganda as a fundraiser for the non-profit (ACT) Agape Community
Transformation on Dec. 1 after worship in Litten Hall.
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DEACON NOTES
‘Tis the Season…..
For our annual Christmas Food Baskets! With your help, our church family will fill 100 food
baskets for distribution to area families in need. A donation of $45 per basket gives this
precious gift. Donation envelopes will be on tables in the Fellowship Hall, or you can donate
through the green Deacons envelope in the pew. Please indicate Food Basket on the check and
envelope—and thank you!
“Angel Tree” Our Angel Tree is up at the entrance to the Molly Grove Chapel to remind us to
think of families in need in this season. On the tree are tags suggesting gifts for area families in
need. Take a tag and give a gift to bring joy to someone this season. Please remember to get gift
receipts and include them so exchanges can be made. Please bring in your gifts UNWRAPPED
by December 15 to the main church office!
“Bingo—Needs Prizes!” This outreach ministry brings important social engagement (and
fun!) to the residents of South Washington Apartments, a low income housing project.
Helpful Bingo prizes include: $20 grocery store gift cards, toiletry items, cleaning
products, small appliances (small coffee makers, crock pots, toaster--under $15) and other
useful items. Place any donations in the box in the Hall of Christian Pioneers. Volunteers are
always welcome to come and help—you don’t have to be a Deacon! 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. (set up at
6:30) on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Contact Linda Synder at lksnyder3@comcast.net
Advent House Meals Your Deacons participate in this outreach ministry by providing meals
at Advent House on the 4th Sunday of odd numbered months. The next meal is Sunday,
January 26, from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. Volunteers are always welcome to prepare and/or help
serve the meals—you don’t have to be a Deacon to help! Contact Christopher Venetis to
volunteer: treimainic@gmail.com
Angel Team Ministry offers rides, meals and other support for church members in both joyous
and difficult times. If you are interested in assisting your friends and church members, contact
Deb Donaldson iampib@yahoo.com, Thanks to everyone for your kindness in supporting this
ministry!
Member Care Your Deacons serve homebound members of our congregation by visiting them
in their residences. Deacons represent our entire church in showing the constant love of this
Christian family of faith. If you know of someone who should be added to the list for these visits,
please contact Chris DeYonke deyonkecf@yahoo.com
Do you have a young person who needs service hours for a school project or organization?
The Deacons always need volunteers for activities. The youth serve under the supervision of an
adult (or adults) and often work with other youth at our activities. Contact Christopher Venetis to
volunteer or for more information: treimainic@gmail.com
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Pastor: Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Parish Associate: Rev. Charles Herrick
Pastoral Care Assistant:
Christine DeYonke
Director of Congregational Life &
Community Outreach: Sallie Campbell
Director of Christian Education: Kathleen Banghart

Church Administrator: Tracy Weldon
Custodian: Adam Weldon
Director of Music: Megan Higle
Organist: Sergei Kvitko
Director of Bell Choir: Karen Viele
Sunday Morning Host: David Jackson
Child Care Staff: Abigail Grill and
Heather Pollok

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE
This has been a very busy year for the First
Presbyterian Food Pantry. Since January of this year,
the pantry served over 5000 people! Yes, you read that right. October of this year was our
busiest month serving 550 people from 190 households. These numbers are important to us as
we attempt to keep the pantry shelves full for the people we serve.
However, they are also important to the Greater Lansing Food Bank and Feeding America. We
are a member of both organizations. The large numbers can be broken down by age groups in
reports to the Greater Lansing Food Bank enabling them to get a better understanding what is
needed to feed the hungry in the seven counties they serve. They, in turn, report those
numbers to Feeding America. Feeding America uses both the large numbers and the
breakdown by age to secure funding and to create a national dialog about hunger in this
country.
As we end 2019, we want to give a big cheer to our many volunteers that commit their time
weekly in service to the hungry in our community. They truly spread the love of Christ
through their dedication to this ministry.

SAVE THE DATE!!

Lansing Children’s Choir Winter Concert - Chapel
Saturday, January 18, 2020 3:00 p.m.
19

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
12/02
12/02
12/03
12/03
12/06
12/09
12/11
12/13
12/14
12/16
12/17
12/17
12/22
12/22

Julie Keller
Katie Holbrook
Kathy Banghart
Larry Johnson
Matthew Ringlever
Richard Wampler
Carolyn Heck
Polly LeTourneau
Hilda Khuri
Beverley Bockes
Al Banghart
Chris DeYonke
Bill Rye
Morgan Davies

12/23
12/23
12/24
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/30

Harry Brunet
Kim Moore
Justine Achuonjei
Marilyn Mather
Carole Orth
Charlie Phillips
Duncan Poland
Angie LeTourneau
Brendan Ringlever
Erin Schor
Linda Snyder
Peter Achuonjei
Rich Blankenship

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
December 1

December 8

December 15

December 22

December 29

Liturgists

Barb Edema

Josephine
Powers

Howard Powers

Sherri DeMarco

Bill Collins

Videographers

Russ Jenks

Charlie Phillips

Sam Smith

Rich Blankenship

Bryse Friess

Greeters

Dart Hartgerink
Janet Peterson

Dart Hartgerink
Sue Reames

Jan Peterson
Sherri DeMarco /
Joe Ross

Pat and Paul
Eenigenburg

Karen & Bill
Rude
Greg Botting

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED DECEMBER 25 – JANUARY 1.
Please see the Church Calendar on p. 25 for more information about building
use during this holiday week.

SNOWBIRDS - Please notify the office when you will be going south!
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
A special thanks to our church for the used Sing the Faith hymnals. We are taking them to
Uganda where our high school students will enjoy working from them! Our next trip is in May/ June
for two weeks. If anyone is interested in traveling with us please give us a call. Thanks again- David
(517-868-4080) and Karen Viele( 989-430-6136)

Nan Carter wants to thank the congregation for their care during her “adventure” in Scotland and
during her recovery this summer and fall. The cards, visits, delicious meals and all the hugs have been
a blessing. God bless you all.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO Al Banghart, who will be 94 on
December 17.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
on DECEMBER 17!
FPC is among the oldest of all the churches in the capital city.

1847 – 2019
172 YEARS AS A CONGREGATION, PRAISING GOD
AND SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE!

HOSPITALIZED: Liz Bales



SAVE THE DATE! The Glen Erin Pipe Band again

welcomes everyone to its annual Robert Burns
Celebration, Saturday, January 25. It's an evening of
Scottish culture with dinner, music, dancing, and raffle prizes,
and featuring the Lansing Glen Erin Pipe Band. Tickets are
$45. Contact Bill Collins for tickets and First Pres table
reservations: 517-230-2506 or email bill@pipercollins.com (A poster for
this event can be found on the bulletin board near the church office.)
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN AND UNION MISSIONARY CHURCH COMBINED WORSHIP
SERVICE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2019 - THANK YOU!

The combined worship service at First Presbyterian Church with Union Missionary Baptist
Church on Sunday, November 10, 2019 was a wonderful success story! A large debt of gratitude
goes out to Pastor Stanley Jenkins and the entire congregation of First Presbyterian Church for
your consummate support and fantastic welcoming of Union Baptist in the 2019 programming
around our “Conservations on Race” initiative!
All facets of the project this year were
superb! The book, Between the World
and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates was read
and discussed with enthusiasm, the
documentary Reconstruction: America
After the Civil War by Henry Louis
Gates was viewed and discussed
energetically by both churches, and we
had a scrumptious meal enjoyed
together by all on 11/10 as well.
The crowning event of the sojourn over
the year was a glorious two-church
combined worship service on
November 10 right here at First Pres!
Rev. Dr. Melvin T. Jones, Union Pastor,
gave the sermon for the day. If anyone
missed any of the service, please check out excerpts from the church’s Facebook page.
A huge THANK YOU to everyone at First Presbyterian Church and Union Missionary Baptist
Church!
Initiative Committee Members

Because of the holidays, January newsletter editing time
will be tight. Therefore, the January newsletter

deadline is a FIRM December 15.

Please send your
articles to Kathy Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org.
Thank you for your support!
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SNOW POLICY FOR THE CHURCH
A reminder, as winter arrives…
Weekdays:
The church office will not open during the week on those days when the State of Michigan has
closed its offices due to unsafe driving conditions. If you are unsure if your committee or group
will be meeting in the evening please contact your chairperson or leader.
For the day(s) following, the Pastor will consider other factors and make the decision to cancel
any or all church activities for that day and will notify the congregation. (The Church
Administrator can do this off-campus.)
Northwest Initiative and any other organization using the building will be responsible to make
their own decision about opening their offices according to weather reports. They will be
responsible for their own staff.
Sundays:
In severe weather, the Pastor will consider all factors regarding weather conditions, including
recommendations from the Lansing Police Department and whether or not the Mayor has
declared a State of Emergency. The Pastor will contact the Church Administrator to send out a
church-wide email cancelling worship and all church activities for that day once a decision is
made.
It is also recognized that our congregation members can make their own decision as far as
safe driving conditions according to the weather reports that are being broadcast on the
radio and television.
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DECEMBER 2019
Sunday, December 1 First Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship. Communion
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:15 a.m.
Education for all ages
New Member class
5:00 p.m.-7
Lange rehearsal - sanctuary
Monday, December 2
10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting – Library
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
7:00 p.m.
Bells of Concert- Independence Village
Tuesday, December 3
9:30 a.m.
Green Team meeting – Library
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
1:00 p.m.-5
AARP Training – Litten Hall
5:30 p.m.
Adult Education committee – Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:00 p.m.
Lange rehearsal - Sanctuary
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
7:00 p.m.
Book Group – Parlor
Wednesday, December 4
9a-11
Legislative Action Group – Litten Hall
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
Noon
Boomers and Beyond lunch- Parlor
2:30 p.m.
Building and Grounds meeting - Library
4:15 p.m.-6:45 Lansing Children’s Choir - Choir Room
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Mid-Michigan Photo Club – Litten Hall
6:30 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
6:30 p.m.
Mission Committee meeting – Library
Thursday, December 5
11:00 a.m-1
NWI Food Distribution- Kitchen
5:00 p.m.
Global Institute of Lansing Board
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, December 6
Noon
Women’s Bible Study- Library
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
7:30 p.m.
LanSINGout Concert - Chapel
Saturday, December 7
10:00 a.m.
Lange rehearsal - Sanctuary
7:30 p.m.
LanSINGout Concert- Chapel
nd
Sunday, December 8 2 Sunday of Advent- Cantata
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:15 a.m.
Education for all ages
New Member class
11:30 p.m.
Finance Committee meeting - Library
5:00 p.m.
Lange rehearsal - Chapel
Monday, December 9
10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting – Library
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bells of First Concert - Delta Retirement
Center
Tuesday, December 10
9:30 a.m.
Green Team meeting – Library
10:00 a.m.-5
AARP Training – Litten Hall

December 10 cont’d
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
5:30 p.m.
Worship Committee meeting
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, December 11
10am-5
AARP Training – Litten Hall
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
4:15 p.m.-6:45 Lansing Children’s Choir caroling
5:30 p.m.
Membership Committee meeting
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
6:30 p.m.-7:30 MI Pride meeting - Library
7:00 p.m.
Deacons meeting
Thursday, December 12
11:00 a.m.-1 NWI Bread Distribution - Kitchen
1:00 p.m.
Tender Loving Care luncheon - Outback
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, December 13
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Paul Keller Ensemble Christmas for
Jazz Lovers Concert
Saturday, December 14
9:00 a.m.
Holiday basket prep – Litten Hall
5:00 p.m.
Lange rehearsal - Chapel
Sunday, December 15 3rd Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
th
11:15 a.m.
Education for 4 yrs thru 12 grade
12:30 p.m.
Holiday Basket packing – Litten Hall
3:00 p.m.
Lange Ensemble Concert - Sanctuary
Monday, December 16
12:00 p.m.
Holiday Baskets distributed – Litten Hall
10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting – Library
6:00p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:45 p.m.
Bells of First rehearsal
6:30 p.m.
LanSINGout Board meeting- Chapel
Tuesday, December 17
9:30 a.m.
Green Team meeting – Library
12:10 p.m.
Yoga
1:30 p.m.
ACTION Housing meeting - Library
6:00 p.m.-9
Global Institute of Lansing class
6:00 p.m.
Mid-Mich. Photo Club Officer - Library
6:30 p.m.
Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall
7:00 p.m.
LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel
Wednesday, December 18
10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible Study – Library
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
7:00 p.m.
Session meeting
Thursday, December 19
11:00 a.m-1
NWI Food Distribution - Kitchen
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
6:00 p.m.
Lans. Area Human Rights Board-Library
6p-8
Greater Lansing Quilt Guild - Litten Hall
Friday, December 20
Noon
Women’s Bible Study- Library
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
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Saturday, December 21
th
Sunday, December 22 4 Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship/ Children’s program /
Christmas Joy offering received
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
11:30 a.m.
Blue Christmas Service - Chapel
** December 24 – January 1, 2020 **



Church Office closes Dec 24 at noon, The Food Pantry and Global Institute of Lansing are closed all week Dec 23
thru Jan 1**
Building open Mon Dec 23, Tues. Dec 24 till noon, Thur. Dec 26, Fri. Dec 27, Mon, Dec 30, - Adam working,
NorthWest Initiative and Berghuis Psychological Services working.

Monday, December 23
6:45 p.m..
Bells of First Rehearsal
Tuesday, December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE
Church/Office closes at noon
7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve service
Wednesday, December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY- office closed
Thursday, December 26
11:00 a.m.-1
NorthWest Initiative Bread Distribution - Kitchen
5:30 p.m.
Yoga
Friday, December 27
6:00 p.m.
Yoga
Saturday, December 28
Sunday, December 29
10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship/ 2 Cents a Meal offering received
11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall
Monday, December 30
Tuesday, December 31, 2019 NEW YEARS EVE- office closed
Wednesday January 1, 2020 NEW YEARS DAY- office closed
Thursday January 2,
Church office re-opens
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