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Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church                                              510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI  48933  

(517) 482-0668            Office hours:  8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian     Our website: http://lansingfirstpres.com 

Sunday Worship:  10:00 a.m.                         Education for All Ages:  11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

+ 

 

 
Un-decorate the Church Day    

Sunday, January 5 
Church un-decorating will be after the Worship 

Service on January 5.  Please join in to 
help!  Membership Committee will serve a light lunch to 

all participants.  It’s particularly helpful if you help put 

away any decorations that you put up. Thanks to 
everyone in advance!  If you have any questions, please call or contact Josephine 

Powers, powersjosephine@gmail.com  or 517-627-5501, or Gwen Botting, 616-755-2221 or 

gwenbotting9496@gmail.com. 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICER TRAINING DATE 
Sunday, January 12  

For ALL Deacons and Elders 
actively serving in 2020 

Meet in Litten Hall after worship 
 
 



 

Lansing Children’s Choir Invites YOU to their Winter Concert! 
Saturday, January 18   4:00 p.m.  –  Sanctuary 

 
The choirs have been working hard on their music and are getting 
anxious to sing for an audience.  Artistic Director, Megan Higle, and 
Executive Director, Ben English, hope that you will be able to come out to support this 
community group.  The Lansing Children’s Choir primary focus is to be a safe place for the 
children and youth of Lansing and its neighboring communities to express their creative side 
through music.  We learn a variety of styles and languages of children’s choir literature all 
while having fun.  

The First Epistle 
      Worship, Serve, Grow  

January 2020 

 

Communion will be served on January 5. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
http://lansingfirstpres.com/
mailto:powersjosephine@gmail.com
mailto:gwenbotting9496@gmail.com
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Monday, January 6, marks the 

beginning of the season of Epiphany, 
which runs until Lent.  It is a celebration of 
the light that came into the world in Jesus 
Christ, the light that shines in the 
darkness and was not overcome.  In the 
western church, as opposed to the 
eastern Orthodox churches, where it celebrates both the birth 
and the baptism of Jesus, Epiphany is associated primarily with 
the coming of the three gift-bearing kings, following the light of 
the star that appeared over Bethlehem.  In either case, what is 
being lifted up is the appearance, the manifestation of the divine 
in our day to day lives. 
 
    As such, this awareness of God’s presence can’t be limited to 
a specific time in the church calendar.  If you just aren’t feeling it 
this time of year—perhaps the long gray winter is settling in, 
perhaps you’re still feeling the darkness of sorrow and grief over 
the loss of a loved one, or for whatever reason—take heart.  You 
are not required to feel what you aren’t feeling.  But neither are 
you required to give up hope or to despair.  If nothing else, the 
season serves as a reminder that the light shines always—even 
in your time of darkness, depression and discouragement, 
whether you can feel it or not.  It’s a reminder that God can see 
you, even when you can’t see God—a reminder that something 
is holding on to you when you feel abandoned, fearful, or 
isolated.  It is the gift of hope. 
 
    The church calendar, deeply connected to the four seasons, is 
an arrangement of ritual time around the life of Jesus.  It is a way 
of rooting and structuring our lives in and around the Christ—
bringing the sacred into the profane.  But, we also live our lives 
in everyday non-ritual time.  Indeed, we can be surprised by 
Grace anytime of the year!  We can experience the presence of 

God anytime of the year! 
 
    This year, this winter, let’s celebrate the light which shines in the darkness and is not 
overcome, either in our joy of awareness, or in the power of the promise, the strong 
foundation of hope, which gives us a place to stand, even when it feels like we are falling.   
 
    Happy epiphany.  We are all so loved in the light!  We are all held close in the light! 
 
 ~ Stan 
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BUDGET AND STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 
As we wrap up the Stewardship campaign, there are 18 pledge cards for 2020 outstanding, 
and we hope they will be returned shortly (follow up calls are being made).  New members 
are pledging, and if we add more new ones, this could help our financial situation.  We thank 

everyone for their faithful pledging and continuing support of the church. 
 
 


 
 
Liturgical Colors –THE COLORS OF THE YEAR 

 
In the Presbyterian Church, as well as many other denominations, we 
mark the seasons of the Christian year by changing the colors of the 
scarves, called paraments, that we place on the pulpit and lectern in 
the front of the church, and the stole the pastor wears with his/her 
robe.  We begin January with White.  White is the color used for 
Christmas and Easter – the most joyous times of the Christian 
calendar!  The Christmas Season lasts through January 6, also known as Epiphany, or the date chosen 
to represent when the Wise Men arrived from the Orient to honor the baby Jesus.  This also 
represents the first time Jesus is revealed as the Messiah to the Gentiles – the three Wise Men!  Of 
course, epiphany also means to have an enlightening or sudden understanding of the true nature of 
something mysterious, which is of course what Jesus means to us!  On January 13, will we have the 
colors changed to Green, which is the color of what’s called “Ordinary Time”, but for us should not be 
ordinary at all!  It is the season of growth and life and looks forward to all things new!  Many of our 
paraments have been made by church members – just another example of how it takes a village to be 
the church! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHILD CARE IS AVAILABLE ON SUNDAY MORNING  Younger children are welcome in 

our Child Care Center, which is located on the main floor in the northwest corner, 

and is staffed by faithful care givers, Abigail Grill and Heather Pollok.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES continues to occur immediately following worship.  

We all meet  in Litten Fellowship Hall for a brief time of fellowship together.   MUSIC 

WITH MS. MEGAN FOR OUR YOUNGER GROUP happens upstairs in the choir room (the 

children are brought there by Mrs. Banghart) from approximately 11:15 a.m. – 11:40 

a.m., while the Middler group (3rd – 7th grades) has class in the classroom near the 

kitchen downstairs.  At 11:40ish, the two groups switch and the middlers go to the 

choir room for music, and the youngers are brought to the lower level classroom.  The 

Senior High group meets in Litten Hall (frequently at one of the tall tables for fellowship 

and discussion).  Adult Forum meets in the classroom by the elevator (lower level) on 

wide ranging topics.  Education time ends at 12:15 p.m.  Families with children and 

youth are encouraged to meet up at 12:15 p.m. in the parlor area!  If you have any 

questions, please talk with Kathy Banghart. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 

  

 January 5     Class for Younger Group; No class for 

Youth (they can help with un-decorating) 

 January 12    Class for all ages 

 January 19    Class for all ages 

 January 26    Class for All ages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women's Bible Study News for January 

It's been proposed that since there are two lessons remaining 

in our current material, we might as well continue on after the 

holidays.  That would be January 10 and 24 (Fridays at 

noon), providing the weather is cooperative. If we're 

having a blizzard, we won't meet that week! (See separate 

article on an upcoming Women's Lenten Study). 
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ADULT FORUM 2020     

All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and 
timely topics in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs)  

11:15-12:15 
 

      January 5 – Un-decorating Day 
Come help put decorations away and stay for a light lunch. 

Many hands make light work! 
(No Adult Forum) 

 

January 12 
Join our Director of Music/Music Minister, Megan Higle, as she explores the  

Service for the Lord’s Day, as put forth by the PCUSA.  
 

“Christians meet for worship on the first day of the week, the day Christ Jesus rose from the 

dead. We gather to praise the triune God, confess our sin, and seek God’s grace. We hear 

the good news of the gospel and celebrate the Lord’s Supper. We go forth to glorify 

God through the service of daily living. The Service for the Lord’s Day is a service of Word 

and Sacrament. Together they form a unified liturgy; one is incomplete without the other. 

(from Glory to God).” 

January 19 
Vital Congregations initiative 

Our Lake Michigan Presbytery is part of this new PC(USA) initiative, and our congregation will be 
a participant.  This is from the VCI website:  “The purpose of the Revitalization Initiative is to 
work alongside leaders of existing congregations continually assessing, discerning, and living into 
faithful actions that increase vitality through intentional spiritual practices that take them deeper 
into following Jesus Christ, so that their own lives are changed, congregations are transformed, 
and the mission of God spreads throughout particular communities and the world.”  Learn more 
from our congregational representatives:  Pam Blair, Sallie Campbell, and Rev. Jenkins! 
 

January 26 

STEWARDSHIP OF THE EARTH: HEALTHY SOIL 
Vicki Morrone, MSU academic specialist 

Vicki Morrone is an organic field crop and vegetable outreach specialist with MSU’s Department 
of Community Sustainability in the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources.  As part of her 
work, Vicki assists farmers and educators on all aspects of organic production, including how to 
build healthy soil.  She has served farmers across the globe, from Africa to Central California, 
Pennsylvania and Michigan.  We are pleased Ms. Morrone can join us just as we are planning our 
community garden. 
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The Boomers and Beyond luncheon 
will be held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of the month, January 8, 2020 
(that’s hard to write!) at 12:00 noon 
in the church parlor. This change is 
due to the first Wednesday in 
January being New Year’s Day and 
the church will be closed. We had 
wonderful turnout and a great time 
in December. We hope you will join 

us in the New Year. I would like to take a minute to thank everyone who has contributed food 
or funds and helped with set up and clean up. I am thankful for the help. I also want to thank 
the people who show up regularly for this noon meal. You all make it a most enjoyable time. 
Good food and warm fellowship; it’s good for the soul!   ~ Kathe Smith 



 

Women’s Lenten Study – AN INVITATION 

Good news! Pastor Barb Edema has offered to write an original Lenten 

Bible study for any and all women who would care to attend. The meeting 

time is noon on Fridays, beginning Feb 28, continuing through March, and 

ending on Friday April 3 (6 sessions total).  Barb is planning for “plenty of 

group participation.” 

All are invited to come, whether you attended a previous Women's Bible Study 

or not.  As always, we come when we can and often as we can.  For questions 

contact Kathy Banghart or Shirley Herrick. 
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 A RECYCLE NURSERY RHYME 
 
Pat and Pete went up the street 
To gather cans and cardboard. 
Pat was fleet--her bags replete-- 
And Pete brought home a cartload. 
 
GATHER YOUR POP CANS WHILE YE MAY, 
  STOMP YOUR BOXES – DON’T   DELAY, 
RECYCLE YOUR STUFF TODAY! 
~  B. Ditty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC NOTES        

 
Looking at my choral calendar for the month of January, there are a lot of blank spaces where there 
should be anthem titles. All of the excitement and preparation for Advent and Christmas has made 
me tired, and the thought of looking through the choral library with the lectionary on my lap does not 
seem like a “fun time” right now. Yet, I know that I need to look ahead. I need to say a silent prayer, 
sit with the lectionary and everything will come together.  
 
So, you are receiving a shortened note from your music director this month, for she needs to buckle 
down and finish planning! 
 
Some of the hymns we will sing together during Epiphany include: 

What Star is This, With Beams So Bright; We Three Kings; I Was There To Hear Your Borning 
Cry; Baptized in Water; Just As I Am without One Plea; O Gladsome Light; Lord Jesus, You 
Shall Be My Song; Here In This Place; You Walk Along Our Shoreline;  
 

Some of the choral anthems that will be offered in praise and prayer include: 
“Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day” (Larkin); “Deep Water” (Choplin); “Patiently Have I 
Waited” (Saint-Saëns) 
 

The staff and volunteers that work to organize and present our best for God each and every Sunday, 
continue to pray that your worship is enriched and your lives reflect the words you sing. 
 
    ~ Megan Higle 
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Weekdays: 
The church office will not open during the week on those days when the State of Michigan has closed 
its offices due to unsafe driving conditions. If you are unsure if your committee or group will be 
meeting in the evening please contact your chairperson or leader. 
  
For the day(s) following, the Pastor will consider other factors and make the decision to cancel any or 
all church activities for that day and will notify the congregation.  (The Church Administrator can do 
this off-campus.) 
  
Northwest Initiative and any other organization using the building will be responsible to make their 
own decision about opening their offices according to weather reports.  They will be responsible for 
their own staff. 
  
Sundays: 
In severe weather, the Pastor will consider all factors regarding weather conditions, including 
recommendations from the Lansing Police Department and whether or not the Mayor has declared a 
State of Emergency.  The Pastor will contact the Church Administrator to send out a church-wide 
email cancelling worship and all church activities for that day once a decision is made. 
 
It is also recognized that our congregation members can make their own decision as far as safe 
driving conditions according to the weather reports that are being broadcast on the radio and 
television. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TLC       Thursday, January 9, 2020  -  1:00 PM 

TLC will meet on Thursday, January 9, at 1:00 p.m.   We will be going to Claddagh Irish Pub 

in the Eastwood Towne Center.  It is located at 2900 Centre Blvd.  Please call Judy Hartgerink 

(484-5177) for reservations or information.  TLC is a group for women in the church who enjoy 

fellowship and good food.  Start your new year out right by joining us! 

 

SNOW POLICY FOR THE CHURCH 
 

A reminder, as winter arrives… 
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Book Group    
Everyone is invited to meet with us in the church parlor for  
discussion of interesting books. 
 
 
 
Tuesday, January 7   7:00 p.m. 

 Uncommon Type by Tom Hanks 
A collection of 17 wonderful short stories by two-time Oscar winner Tom 
Hanks.  Our discussion will focus on three of these stories, beginning with 
Three Exhausting Weeks - a very funny read.  Go See Costas describes a gentle 
Eastern European immigrant who arrives in New York City after his family and 
his life have been torn apart by his country's civil war.  At Loose in the Big 
Apple is an amusing look at NYC.  These are just some of the tales Tom Hanks 
tells in this first collection of his short stories. They are surprising, intelligent, 

and heartwarming.  Discussion led by Del Rector. 
 
Tuesday, February 4   7:00 p.m. 
The Hour of the Star (Second Edition) by Clarice Lispector 
Narrated by the cosmopolitan Rodrigo S.M., this brief, strange, and haunting 
tale is the story of Macabéa, one of life's unfortunates.  Living in the slums of 
Rio and eking out a poor living as a typist, Macabéa loves movies, Coca-
Colas, and her rat of a boyfriend; she would like to be like Marilyn Monroe, 
but she is ugly, underfed, sickly and unloved.  Rodrigo recoils from her 
wretchedness, and yet he cannot avoid the realization that for all her 
outward misery, Macabéa is inwardly free.  She doesn't seem to know how 
unhappy she should be. Lispector employs her pathetic heroine against her 
urbane, empty narrator.  Working them like a pair of scissors, she cuts away 
the reader's preconceived notions about poverty, identity, and love.  Discussion led by Greg Botting. 
 

Tuesday, March 3   7:00 p.m. 
Becoming by Michelle Obama   
In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle 
Obama invites readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that have 
shaped her—from her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an 
executive balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to her time spent at 
the world’s most famous address.  With unerring honesty and lively wit, she 
describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private, telling 
her full story as she has lived it.  Warm, wise, and revelatory, Becoming is the 
deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who has steadily 
defied expectations.  Discussion led by Linda Diepenhorst. 
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The First Presbyterian Food Pantry has a different kind of request going into the New Year. It 
goes without saying that we always need food, personal needs and monetary donations. 
Your donations keep us going! As we greet and get to know our clients, we learn of and 
witness other needs as well. We have asked for coats during the cold weather months and 
members have responded. However, this small ministry to keep people warm while also 
feeding them has grown into something that is becoming unmanageable for our pantry 
volunteers and the church. To address this issue going into 2020 we need to expand on the  

request for coats. First, the donated coats should be clean with working 
zippers and all of its buttons. We will also still take gloves, mittens, hats 
and scarves.   Top coats for men, sweaters and sweatshirts will still be 
taken, if clean and not worn in places. Those items are good for layering. 
Second, please think seasonally -- heavy coats in the winter and 

lightweight jackets and raincoats in the spring.  Unfortunately, we do 
not have room in the church to store general clothing donations or 
clothing out of season. The space you see in the windows of the chapel is 

all the space we have for outerwear. Please take your general apparel to one of the many 
locations with a clothing ministry. We are happy that you are thinking about the people we 
serve at the pantry and have responded with previously requested items. However, we are not 
prepared to go further than winter and spring outerwear as a separate ministry. Thank you for 
your thoughtfulness and your assistance in this matter.  ~ The Pantry Board. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Stanley Jenkins     Church Administrator:  Tracy Weldon 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Charles Herrick   Custodian:  Adam Weldon 
Pastoral Care Assistant:  Christine DeYonke     Director of Music:  Megan Higle 
Director of Christian Education:  Kathleen Banghart          Director of Bell Choir:  Karen Viele 
Director of Congregational Life &    Sunday Morning Host:  David Jackson 

Community Outreach:  Sallie Campbell  Child Care Staff:  Abigail Grill and 
        Heather Pollok 
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LinK NEWS 
 

The Eastside LINK group will meet on Saturday, January 18 at 9:30 a.m. at Blondie’s Barn in 
Haslett. We thought we would change it up a bit from Coral Gables. We will be in the side room. 
Please reserve a place at this table by Wednesday, January 15 so they will be able to set the table for 
us by calling Kathe or Karen or by sending an email to one of us. We hope you will come and ring in 
the New Year with us! 
 

The January meeting for the DeWitt NE Lansing LINK Group will be at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Family Tree Restaurant in downtown DeWitt on DeWitt Road, 1 block south of the traffic 
light, on January 18.  Come prepared to plan our upcoming activities. 
 
South Delta LINK will meet at Dimitri’s on January 18 at 9:00 a.m.  (We will continue to 

meet on third Saturdays throughout the winter.) 
  

Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK will be holding its monthly LINK breakfast at Dimitri's 
Restaurant on Saginaw Hwy. in Delta Township on January 11, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. Come and have 

a good breakfast and nice visit with your LINK family. 
 

HOME LINK will greet the new year with breakfast on Saturday, January 17 at 9:00 a.m. at 

Delhi Cafe. 

 
 
 
 

THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of celebrating any special event or time 

in your life that you would like to remember by making a contribution to the 

Celebration Club.  The donation you give will be used to help build up our 

Endowment Fund.   

  

Donors in 2019:  Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison 

Hendy, Bessie Roper, Jim and Emma Lou Knight, Judy Hartgerink, Russ and Sue Jenks, 

Jim and Debbie Donaldson, Roger and Laura Wilkinson, Mary Lou and Chuck 

Gebhardt 

 

Total received in 2019:   $994.00  

Total received 2007 –11/30/19:  $31,190.71 
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FLOWER CALENDAR - 2020! 
 
There are many dates available on the chart to celebrate 
special days in our church family.  The new price is $45. 
Simply sign up on the chart (in the office hall), indicate the 
occasion that you would like celebrated or honored 
(birthday, anniversary or memorial), write a check to the 
church and give it to Tracy, and we will order for you.  If you 
would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for use 
when we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please 
see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  - Worship Committee 

 
 

 
 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! The Glen Erin Pipe Band again 

welcomes everyone to its annual Robert Burns 
Celebration, Saturday, January 25. It's an evening 

of Scottish culture with dinner, music, dancing, and raffle 

prizes, and featuring the Lansing Glen Erin Pipe Band. 
Tickets are $45. Contact Bill Collins for tickets and First 

Pres table reservations: 517-230-2506 or email 

bill@pipercollins.com  (A poster for this event can be 
found on the bulletin board near the church office.) 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Lansing’s 2020 Interfaith Day 
50th  anniversary of this event  

February 25, 2020 8:30 AM-4:00 PM 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 

1701 E. Saginaw St. 48912 

Admission: $12 + a box of cereal for the food bank! 

This year’s theme:  How has your Faith Changed Over the Last 50 Years? 

Speakers will represent Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Protestant, Jewish, 

Moslem, and Baha'i Faiths. 

Tickets: Deb Ingraham at 517-242-6817 
 

mailto:bill@pipercollins.com
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

 
At the December Session meeting:  

 Worship Committee’s motion to accept a 

generous donation from an anonymous donor to 

pay for the refurbishment of the carillon in the Church tower was approved. 

 Bill Collins was elected as Clerk of  Session  for 2020 and  Carol Johnson was re-elected for 

another year as Treasurer of FPC. Our church President continues to be Jim LeTourneau.  Thank 

you to Jim, Bill and Carol for their leadership. 

 The Finance Committee shared that church finances for 2019 continue to be strong, with a 

higher than usual amount of general offering donations received. The committee is continuing to 

follow up with 18 family units not yet heard from regarding the 2020 budget.   

 On behalf of Session, thank you to the congregation for all of the spiritual, volunteer and 

financial support provided in 2019. 

 
  

DEACONS NOTES 
 
Food Baskets: How very blessed we are to 
be a part of this giving, caring 
congregation! Thanks to you, we were able 

to provide 100 Thanksgiving Food Baskets AND an additional 100 Baskets at Christmas! Special 
thanks to Linda and George Snyder for offering their company's truck and 5 strong employees 
from DBI to transport and unload food purchased at ValuLand for these baskets.  
 
Christmas Baskets were packed Sunday, December 15 and distributed on Monday, December 16 
to get food to our neighbors in time for Christmas. Thank you for providing this joyful blessing! 
 
“Angel Tree”: Our Angel Tree gave us the chance to show our love to area families in need this 
Christmas season! Thanks to everyone who helped by buying gifts, wrapping, and coordinating 
this mission. We were able to provide three area families with Christmas joy! 
 
“Bingo—Needs Prizes!” This outreach ministry brings important social engagement (and fun!) 
to the residents of South Washington Apartments. Helpful Bingo prizes include: $20 grocery 
store gift cards, toiletry items, cleaning products, small appliances (small coffee makers, 
crock pots, toaster--under $15) and other useful items. Place donations in the box in the Hall 
of Christian Pioneers. Volunteers are always welcome to come and help—you don’t have to 
be a Deacon!  - 7:00 – 8:00 .p.m (set up at 6:30) on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Contact 
Lynda Synder at lksnyder3@comcast.net 
 
 

mailto:lksnyder3@comcast.net
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Deacons Notes… 
 

Advent House Meals: Your Deacons participate in this outreach ministry by providing meals at 
Advent House on the 4th Sunday of odd numbered months. The next meal is Sunday, Jan 26, 
2020 from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. Volunteers are always welcome to prepare and/or help serve 
the meals—you don’t have to be a Deacon to help!  Contact Christopher Venetis: 
treimainic@gmail.com 

 
Member Care: Your Deacons serve “shut-in” members our congregation by visiting them in their 
residences. Deacons represent our entire church in showing the constant love of this Christian 
family of faith. If you know of someone who should be added to the list for these visits, please 
contact Chris DeYonke deyonkecf@yahoo.com  
 
Angel Team Ministry: offers rides, meals and other support for church members in both joyous 
and difficult times. If you are interested in assisting your friends and church members, contact 
Deb Donaldson iampib@yahoo.com, Thanks to everyone for your kindness in supporting this 
ministry! 
 
Do you have a young person who need service hours for a school project or organization? 
The Deacons always need volunteers for activities. The youth serve under the supervision of an 
adult (or adults) and often work with other youth at our activities. Contact Christopher Venetis to 
volunteer or for more information: treimainic@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Per Capita Assessment 

The 2019 per capita assessment is $35.20.  “Per capita” is the per-member 

assessment each congregation pays to support the administrative costs of our 

denomination (Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), including Presbytery of Lake 

Michigan, Synod of the Covenant, and General Assembly).  Please consider a 

separate check for these important parts of our “connectional” church in addition to 

your pledge for support of our church and missions.  ALSO – Please consider also 

using the first envelope in your pledge box – Initial Offering Envelope – which helps 

offset the cost of the envelopes themselves!   

 

 

mailto:treimainic@gmail.com
mailto:deyonkecf@yahoo.com
mailto:iampib@yahoo.com
mailto:treimainic@gmail.com
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JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1/01  Rick Bennett 

1/01  Rebecca Smith 

1/03  Jan Hines 

1/03  Andrew Fawaz 

1/04  Margo Ross 

1/05  Bessie Roper 

1/06  Karen Rude 

1/06  Julie Holbrook 

1/06  Liz Bales 

1/07  Jack Fuller 

1/07  Kelsey Gallimore 

1/08  Shelia Conrad 

1/12  Gwen Botting 

1/17  Darla Jackson  

1/17  Ireland Gallimore 

 

1/18  Helen Toebe 

1/18  Susan Affholter 

1/18  Jerry Keller 

1/22  Brian Koon 

1/23  Krista Botting 

1/24  Betty Eva 

1/25  Charlie Palmer 

1/25  Claude Fawaz 

1/26  Glenn Ross 

1/28  Michael DeYonke 

1/29  Jackie Metzger 

1/29  James Pyle 

1/30  Ylani Roper 

1/31  Dart Hartgerink 

 1/31  Ralph Johnston

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 January 5 January 12 January 19 January 26 

 
Liturgists 

 
Geoff Blair 

 
Bill Collins 

 
Barb Edema 

 
Erin Schor 

 
Videographers 

 
Russ Jenks 

 
Charlie Phillips 

 
Sam Smith 

 
Rich Blankenship 

 
Greeters:   Chapel  
 
    

 
Barb Amundsen 

 
Steve & Victoria 
Fitton 
 

 
Dick Poland 

 
Judy Hartgerink 

The February newsletter deadline needs to be a bit earlier than 

usual – January 13.  Please send your articles to Kathy Banghart, 

kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org.   
 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Thank you to everyone in the congregation who bought a Ugandan craft on Dec. 1 

or contributed to the Empowerment Scholarships.  We earned $780. You gave 
employment and a fair wage our friends in Muko, or you allowed an academically 
good student to remain in high school. Thanks again!   ~  David and Karen Viele 

 

 
A warm and heartfelt thank you to Vernagene Brandell and 
her sister, Roberta Dugan, for knitting and donating many 
beautiful pairs of children’s mittens!  
 

 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO member Courtney and her husband, James Chambers, upon the 
birth of Emily Rose Chambers on December 4.  She weighed 7lb.14 oz. and was 21 inches long. 
Also, congrats to Great-Grandma Shirley Cummings, Grandma and Grandpa Kim & Scott Moore, 
and Aunt Jessica Moore. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Chuck and Mary Lou Gebhardt upon the birth of great grandson, Asher 
Charles Quick, born on November 20! 
 

Hospitalized:  Boots LaPerriere, Peggy Whitman, Sue Reames, Judy Whitman, Harv Whitman,  
Jo Ann Hengstebeck 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER! 

ANNUAL REPORTS from all committees and groups of the church 

are due electronically to Tracy in the church office by Friday, 

January 3.  (tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org).   Thank you! 

 

mailto:tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
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January 2020 

Wednesday, January 1  NEW YEAR’S DAY  
                     Office closed 
Thursday, January 2 
11:00 a.m-1     NWI Bread Distribution- Kitchen 
5:30 p.m.          Yoga 
6:30 p.m.          Mission Committee meeting – Library 
7:00 p.m.         Chancel Choir rehearsal 
6:00 p.m.         Yoga  
Saturday, January 4 
Sunday, January 5 
10:00 a.m.       Morning Worship/ Communion/ 

Deacon 

offering received 
11:00 a.m.       Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 

11:15 a.m. Education for 4 yrs – 2nd grade 
                          Undecorate the church 
1:30 p.m.         Bagpiper rehearsal – Litten Hall 
Monday, January 6 
10:00 a.m.       Staff meeting – Library 
12:30 p..           Revitalizing Congregations meeting-  

  Library 
3:00 p.m.         Personnel Committee meeting - 
Library 
6:00p.m.-9       Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:45 p.m.         Bells of First rehearsal  
Tuesday, January 7   
12:10 p.m.       Yoga  
5:30 p.m.         Adult Forum committee – Library 
6:00 p.m.-9      Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:30 p.m.         Bagpipers rehearsal - Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.         LanSingOut rehearsal -Chapel 
7:00 p.m.         Book Group – Parlor 
Wednesday, January 8 
10:30 a.m.       Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
Noon                 Boomers and Beyond lunch- Parlor 
2:30 p.m.         Building & Grounds Committee – 

Library 

4:15 p.m.-6:45 Lansing Children’s Choir - Choir room 
6:00 p.m.         Mid-Michigan Photo Club  – Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m.         Yoga 
7:00 p.m.         Session/Deacons joint meeting 
Thursday, January 9 
11:00 a.m.-1    NWI Bread Distribution- Kitchen 
1:00 p.m.         TLC luncheon group – Claddagh Irish 
Pub 
5:30 p.m.          Yoga 
7:00 p.m.         Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, January 10 
Noon                 Women’s Bible Study - Parlor 
6:00 p.m.         Yoga 
Saturday, January 11 

Sunday, January 12   Install/Ordain new officers 
10:00 a.m.       Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m.      Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
                          Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.       Adult Forum – Reception Room 
                          Leadership training – Litten Hall 
11:30 p.m.       Finance Committee - Library  
Monday, January 13 
8:00 a.m.-10    NorthWest Initiative Coalition –Litten  

  Hall 
10:00 a.m.      Staff meeting – Library 
6:00 p.m.         LanSINGout Board meeting- Chapel  
6:00p.m.-9      Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:45 p.m.         Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, January 14  
10am-5             AARP Training  – Litten Hall  
12:10 p.m.       Yoga  
1:30 p.m.         ACTION Housing Task Force  -Library  
5:30 p.m.         Worship Committee meeting  
6:00 p.m.-9      Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:30 p.m.         Bagpipers rehearsal - Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.         LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
Wednesday, January 15 
10am-5             AARP Training – Litten Hall  
10:30 a.m.       Lectionary Bible Study – Library   
4:15 p.m.-6:45 Lansing Children’s Choir - Choir room 
6:00 p.m.         Yoga 
5:45 p.m.         Northwest Initiative Focus Group - 

  Litten Hall 
6:30 p.m.-7:30 MI Pride meeting - Library 
Thursday, January 16 
11:00 a.m-1     NWI Bread Distribution- Kitchen 
5:30 p.m.         Yoga 
6:00 pm8           Greater Lansing Quilt Guild  - Litten 
Hall  
6:00 p.m.         Lansing Area Human Rights Board –  

  Library 
7:00 p.m.         Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, January 17  
6:00 p.m.         Yoga 
Saturday, January 18  
3:00 p.m.         Lansing Children’s Choir Concert - 

Sanctuary 
Sunday, January 19  
10:00 a.m.       Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m.       Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
                          Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.       Adult Forum – Reception Room 
Monday, January 20    Martin Luther King Jr. HOLIDAY 

  Church office closed/ No GIL or NWI 

6:45 p.m.           Bells of First rehearsal 
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Tuesday, January 21 
12:10 p.m.             Yoga  
1:30 p.m.               Mayor’s Eccumenical Advisory Council -Litten Hall 
6:00 p.m.-9            Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:00 p.m.               Mid-Michigan Photo Club Officers-Library 
6:30 p.m.               Bagpipers rehearsal - Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.               LanSingOut rehearsal- Chapel  
Wednesday, January 22 
10:30 a.m.    Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:15 p.m.-6:45 Lansing Children’s Choir - Choir room 
6:00 p.m.          Yoga 
Thursday, January 23 
11:00 a.m-1      NorthWest Initiative Bread Distribution- Kitchen 
5:30 p.m.          Yoga 
7:00 p.m.          Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, January 24    
Noon                 Women’s Bible Study - Parlor 
6:00 p.m.         Yoga 
Saturday, January 25 
Sunday, January 26  
10:00 a.m.      Morning Worship / 2 Cents a Meal Offering received/Bells play 
11:00 a.m.        Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
                          Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.       Adult Forum – Reception Room 
3:30 p.m.          Advent House Meal 
Monday, January 27  
10:00 a.m.       Staff meeting – Library 
5:00 p.m.         NorthWest Initiative cooking class 
6:00p.m.-9       Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:45 p.m...       Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, January 28   
12:10 p.m.       Yoga  
6:00 p.m.-9      Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:30 p.m.         Bagpipers rehearsal - Litten Hall 
7:00 p.m.         LanSingOut rehearsal- Chapel 
Wednesday, January 29 
10:30 a.m.       Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:15 p.m.-6:4 Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal-Choir room 
6:00 p.m.         Yoga 
Thursday, January 30 
11:00 a.m-1     NorthWest Initiative Bread Distribution- Kitchen 
5:30 p.m.         Yoga 
7:00 p.m.         Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, January 31 
6:00 p.m.         Yoga 
 


