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Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church                                                   510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI  48933  

(517) 482-0668                          Office hours:  8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 ɬ 4:00 p.m. 

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian      Our website: http://lansingfirstpres.com  

Sunday Worship:  10:00 a.m.                         Education for All Ages:  11:15 a.m. ɬ 12:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

               
      As youôve undoubtedly heard by now, November 10  after church we will have our 
two-church read discussion of Ta-Nehisi Coatesô Between the World and Me.  Union 
Missionary Baptist has been reading the book as well, and will be joining us. 
 
    But thatôs not all!  They will also be joining us for worship and the meal before 
the discussion.   The Rev. Dr. Melvin Jones will be preaching, the service will follow 
Unionôs regular order, and will include their choir.  Itôs going to be an amazing event 
that you will not want to miss. 
 
    Beyond that, however, this event is part of our Christian witness to  the city of 
Lansing.   We are testifying to the truth that Jesus is the Ambassador of Peace.  It is 
often said that Sunday morning is the most segregated time in America.  At least on 
this one Sunday, we are going to do something about that. 
 
    Indeed, the reason we can gather in fellowship, share worship, share a meal and 
have a discussion is precisely because we are all disciples of Christ, in need of his 
mercy.  Given any differences, incidental and otherwise, that our two communities may 
have, we nonetheless share the only common ground that is truly necessary:  the 
Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ!  So come because we can! 
 
    We need your witness.  We need you to testify.  We need you to come and be 
welcoming.  We need you to participate in Kingdom building.   
 
    Mark thi s joyous event on your calendar!    
 
     In Christ,  Stan  

The First Epistle  
      Worship, Serve, Grow   

November 2019 

 

Communion will be served on November 3. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
http://lansingfirstpres.com/
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STEWARDSHIP 2020 

Sunday, NOVEMBER 3 
 

By now you should have received your pledge cards and 

information on our goals and financial needs for 2020 .  As 

most of you know, our ÐÌÅÄÇÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ 

important source of income, making up almost 70% of the 

General Fund budget.  We pray that you can pledge this year 

to support the church. 

 Our church is on track to have a balanced budget in 2019 

because of prudent management, the fulfillment of your 

pledges, increased revenues from the Endowment Fund and a 

deficit reduction campaign conducted earlier this year.  The 

Session wants to maintain and prayerfully increase the 

General Fund budget in 2020 to continue the vital role 

First Presbyterian Church plays in Lansing in the spirit of 

Jesus Christ.   

Join us on Commitment Sunday, November 3 to return your 

pledge card during our worship service as we joyfully 

celebrate our faith with financial support of this church.  

Thanks for ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 

neighborhood, community and the world!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL FOR CON GREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

Sunday, November 17, 2019  

A Meeting of the Congregation of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, 

Michigan, is call ed for Sunday, 
November 17, 2019  immediately 
following the morning worship 

service.   The purpose of the meeting 
is to approve the terms of call for the 

Pastor for inclusion in the 2020  
budget.  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER  

  

November 3    Class for younger  and  

        middler group  s  

 

November 10    two church book rea d    

      discussion and Meal. **  No class.  

 

November 17    Class for everyone.  

 

November 24  no class ï Hanging of the Greens  

and  packing holiday baskets   

 

** We ae hoping that ALL our First Pres families, those with children and 

thos e with out, will be pa rticipating on November 10.   We will have the 

corner area of Litten Hall (to the right of the stage, by the  couches) set up 

with paper, a few art supplies, and on ðtopic picture books  to welcome 

children who would like something to do during the discussion  time .  

 

AND é It would be greatly appreciated if youth (and their families) would 

stay to help with clean -up!  

 

thththththththththththththththththt 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUM 2019 
      11:20-12:20 Adult Ed Room downstairs 

            All are welcome to join in discussion of significant  
                and timely topics. 

                   (Childcare is available through this time.) 
 

       
November 3  

Recycling 
        +ÅÒÒÉÎ /ȭ"ÒÉÅÎȟ Executive Director of the Michigan Recycling Coalition.  

2ÅÃÙÃÌÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ Á ÌÏÔ ÌÁÔÅÌÙȢ -ÓȢ /ȭ"ÒÉÅÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ 
happening at a global, state, and local level and how we can productively contribute to a viable 
and sustainable recycling system in Michigan 
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Adult Forum continued ȣ 

November 10  
Between the World and Me, by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

Discussion of the 2 -Church Read book 
A meal will be p rovided  

 
November 17  

(Immediately following the congregational  meeting)  

Is Human Perfection Possible?  
Ȱ9ÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÉÓ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȢȱ ɉ-ÁÔÔÈÅ× υȡτψɊȢ  Really, Jesus? 
The question of whether humans are capable of perfection on this earth has a long history. From 
Plato to Karl Marx, from Jesus to John Wesley, from the Anabaptists to some Catholics, the issue 
has been raised, and has implications for social and personal ethics. Our Presbyterian (Calvinist) 
tradition has not been sympathetic with this possibility. Why? On this day we will be led by 
Charlie Herrick tracing the history of the idea as related to individuals. On December 8 we will 
look at some movements who have held that, if they separate from the broader culture, they can 
find perfection in a community setting. How have these worked out? 
 

November 24  
Holiday Basket Packing and Church Decorating  

Light lunch is served  
(No Adult Forum)  

 

× × CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS       ×   × 
Sallie Campbell, Director 

 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

On September 28, First Presbyterian hosted a 

gathering: Greater Lansing Refugee Summit.   In 

conjunction with AFAR (All Faith Alliance for Refugees), 

we brought in Susan Krehbiel from Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance, and Stephanie Nawyn from MSU to 

inform folks about the history and current situation in refugee resettlement, as well as 

considerations of what the future may hold.  A good crowd gathered to learn more from 

the experts, share fellowship and community and hear about local refugee services and 

organizations whose very existence is being threatened by proposed policy changes.  We 

also learned about advocacy tactics and appropriate communication opportunities to help 

maintain the resettlement programs we have had in the United States for years. Many 

people from First Pres supported this event in a variety of ways, from attending and 

learning to greeting visitors, helping with registration, lunch, cleaning up and overall 

hosting.  Thank you so much for all of that .  The school we house (Global Institute of  
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#ÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ,ÉÆÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ȣ 

Lansing) involves refugee people from all over the world who consider this church an 

integral and supportive part of their resettlement experience.  We share the love of 

Christ in many ways, and helping people achieve an education is necessary for a 

better life in this country.  We are doing good work!  

Several of our youth and their advisors are attending 

Urban Plunge at Camp Greenwood, Nov. 1-3.  Eight 

youth and two advisors headed out on Friday evening to 

participate in this annual event sponsored by Lake 

Michigan Presbytery.  ! ÂÉÇ ȰÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȱ ÔÏ "ÒÉÁÎ +ÏÏÎ 

for his unending support of our youth.  Brian 

continues to serve on the Youth Strategy Team of the 

Presbytery.  This is the team that plans and implements 

presbytery-wide events for our youth.  Several of the youth from this church have been 

active in these activities and continue to fellowship with other Presbyterian youth through 

ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ "ÒÉÁÎȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȢ 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 

SILVER BELLS IN THE CITY is scheduled for Friday,  November 

22.  NorthWest Initiative is holding a fundraiser at 

the church from 4:30 -7:30 p.m. to help support 

their many programs .  Homemade chili and soup, rolls, 

baked goods and jam as well as hot beverages will be available to 

eat in Litten Hall or take home to enjoy later.  Be sure to stop by 

before Silver Bells (or while you are downtown) and enjoy some 

fellowship and good food where funds will support the NWI programs.  

× ×× ×× ×× ×× ×× ×× ×× ×× ×× ×× ×× ×× ××  

 

The Food Pantry is asking for new or gently used 

and clean winter coats, hats and glove or mittens 

for all ages. Please take your donations to the 

clothing racks by the chapel entrance, hangers are 

provided.  
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SAVE THE DATE!  

    New Member Class 
December 1and 8, following worship, in the library 

 

Member Inquiry Class will be held Sundays, December 1, 2019 and December 8, 2019 ; 

you decide which date would be best for you. If you are considering joining the church or 

would like to learn more about our church pick one of these Sundays to attend an after 

worship class. We will meet in the couches outside the Molly Grove Chapel.  If possible 

please RSVP to Pam Blair either 517 -281-9099 or blairkids3@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

  

 

What  can go in the bin ? 
¶ Newsprint 
¶ Catalogs/Magazines 
¶ Junk Mail 
¶ Phone Books 
¶ Office/School paper 
¶ Hard and soft cover books 
¶ Paperboard 

(Grocery Item boxes ɀ boxes that tear easily) 
¶ Standard staples & paperclips are ok 

 

The paper will be shredded and processed into hydro seeding mulch, lawn establishment 
products, lawn repair products, Fresh News® Cat Litter, dog litter, Fresh News® Small 
Animal Bedding, Fresh News® Small Animal Litter or recycled at paper mills, cellulose 
insulation manufacturers or other recycling facilities. 
 
Why do it?   Being good stewards of our resources is a great reason by itself, but in this 
case we also earn funds for recycling! 
 

mailto:blairkids3@yahoo.com
https://papergatorrecycling.com/
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uouououououououououououououououououououououououououououo

Good coffee for a good cause 

The Presbyterian Coffee Project offers a special link between congregations 

and communities around the world. Churches can now reach out to neighbors 

overseas not only with the prayers and offerings we give, but with the goods and 

products we purchase. A warm cup of coffee (or tea) in our hands is perhaps the 

most tangible daily connection we have with farmers around the world. It represents warmth, 

hospitality, fellowship, hard work and lifeôs pleasures both fine and simple. 

Buying fair trade through the Presbyterian Coffee Project ensures that more of the money we spend on 

coffee reaches the hardworking farmers who actually grow it. Support small-scale farming cooperatives 

through the Small Farmer Fund, administered by the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 

Fair Trade Chocolate, Coffee and Tea make great Christmas gifts.   

uouououououououououououououououououououououououououououo  
 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
November 24 ï After worship 

Find a place to decorate!  

One of the most joyful and fun events of our 

faith community is our annual Hanging of 

the Greens ɀ aka decorating our church for 

Christmas!  This year Hanging of the 

Greens takes place on Sunday, November 

24 ɀ Thanksgiving weekend!  We hope that 

everyone will come downstairs after 

worship, get coffee and cookies, and join 

the fun!  Our custodian, Adam, will have the 

trees in place, and the decorations will be 

distributed from the Adult Forum room 

downstairs .  A light meal will be served by 

the Membership Committee for all workers.  

Thanks to all who make this such a 

special event in the life of our church!  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/h000111/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/
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FPC MEN'S GROUP   

SAVE THIS DATE IN DECEMBER !  

Tuesday, December 10, 6:00 p.m.  

We will gather for a light meal and a time for fellowship 
at the home of Jim Donaldson (118 Green Meadows 
Dr., Lansing, 48917) Tuesday, December 10 at 6:00 p.m .  Please bring a snack to share 
and a beverage of your choice . A free will offering will be available to cover meal expenses. 
Men of ALL age groups are cordially invited to attend! Please RSVP to Brian Koon 
(b.koon@comcast.net or 886-9801). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j; 

 

We want to congratulate and recognize our newest 50 

year members: Pat Feeley  and Rose Langhart.  Welcome 

to this distinguished group of faithful and dedicated 

members. Thank you for your service. 

 

 
j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j;j; 

  The Boomers and Beyond luncheon will be held on 
Wednesday, November 6 at 12:00 noon in the 
church parlor. We have had such good turnouts for 
the past two months we may expand into the library! 
We have returned to our cold weather menu of soup, 
salads and dessert. Please join us. You will get a 
good meal and service with a smile! 

 

mailto:b.koon@comcast.net


 9 

 
 

              MUSIC NOTES 
 

 
 
 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, 
    burst into jubilant song with music; 
make music to the Lord with the harp, 

    with the harp and the sound of singing, 
with trumpets and the blast of the ramôs hornð 

    shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 
Let the sea resound, and everything in it, 

    the world, and all who live in it. 
Let the rivers clap their hands, 

    let the mountains sing together for joy; 
let them sing before the Lord, 

    for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness 

    and the peoples with equity. 
-Psalm 98:4-9 

 
How is it possibly November already? How quickly time seems to move, yet can be 
slower than slow. For me, the month of October was a whirlwindé.school schedules, 
piano students, choir rehearsals, choral performances, fundraisers, new puppy 
training, concerts, having our oldest son move to Lansing, good news, bad news, 
terrible news, doctorsô appointments, yardwork, exciting moments, laughter, lack of 
sleep, afternoon napsé.Sometimes it felt as if there were not enough hours in the day. 
But, I have felt my life being filled to the brim with Godôs blessings. 
 
As we finish off this church year (Christ the King Sunday is the last Sunday of the 
liturgical church year, which is the last Sunday of November), we take a moment to 
pause, reflect and give praise for the always present, always loving God who reigns 
supreme. As music planning was happening for November, the hymn ñJoy to the 
Worldò was suggested ï with a different tune! ï to sing on the last Sunday of the 
church year. The note in regard to the tune, reads thusly: 
  
 While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did 

purposely cast his paraphrase of Psalm 98:4-9 in Christian terms, titling it ñThe  
Messiahôs coming and kingdom.ò So ñthe Lordò here is Jesus Christ, rather than 
 the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

How cool! I love reflecting on this text where Christ is King, and not an infant. What a 
different, new and exciting way to have these words speak to us! 
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Music Notes continuedé 
 

Some of the hymns that we will sing while we reflect on the blessings God showers on 
us include: 

Blest Are They; My Life Flows On In Endless Song; Joyful, Joyful We Adore 
Thee; Give Thanks O Christian People; Surely It Is God Who Saves Me; O Day 
of Peace; All Hail the Power of Jesusô Name; Joy To The World  
 

Some of the choral anthems that will be offered in praise and prayer include: 
ñLet Us Break Bread Togetherò (arr by Ed Lojeski); ñSine Nomineò (arr by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams); ñI Want Jesus To Walk With Me (arr by Rollo Dilworth); 
ñPrayer for Peaceò (David Cherwein); ñAt The Name of Jesusò (arr by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams) 
 

The staff and volunteers that work to organize and present our best for God each and 
every Sunday continue to pray that your worship is enriched by the musical talents of 
our congregation. 
 
Blessings,                              
Megan Higle 

 

 
 
 

 
Everyone is invited to meet with us in the church parlor 
for discussion of interesting books. 
 
 

Tuesday, November 5   7:00 p.m. 
Educated: A Memoir  by Tara Westover.   
Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom.  Born to 
survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, her father forbade hospitals, so Tara 
never saw a doctor or nurse. The family was so isolated from mainstream 
society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education.  So, 
Tara began to educate herself, teaching herself enough mathematics and 
grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young University.  Her quest for 
knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to 
(ÁÒÖÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ #ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅȢ /ÎÌÙ ÔÈÅÎ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÈÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒ ÉÆ ÓÈÅȭÄ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÅÄ ÔÏÏ 
far, if there was still a way home.  Discussion led by Linda Diepenhorst. 
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"ÏÏË 'ÒÏÕÐ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ȣ 

 
Tuesday, December 3   7:00 p.m. 
Mr. Dickens and His Carol: A Novel  by Samantha Silva  
Charles Dickens is not feeling the Christmas spirit. His newest book is an 
utter flop and the critics have turned against him.  When his publishers try to 
blackmail him into writing a Christmas book to save them all from financial 
ÒÕÉÎȟ ÈÅ ÒÅÆÕÓÅÓȢ  !ÎÄ Á ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ÂÏÕÔ ÏÆ ×ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ ÂÌÏÃË ÓÅÔÓ ÉÎȢ  &ÒÁÚÚÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
filled with self -doubt, Dickens seeks solace in his great palace of thinking, the 
city of London itself.  On one of his long night walks, he meets the mysterious 
%ÌÅÁÎÏÒ ,ÏÖÅÊÏÙȟ ×ÈÏ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÅ ÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ  !Ó $ÉÃËÅÎÓȭ 
deadlines close in, Eleanor propels him on a Scrooge-like journey that tests 
everything he believes about generosity, friendship, ambition, and love. The 
story he writes will change Christmas forever.   Discussion led by Paul Eenigenburg. 
 
 
ÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊ 

 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 ɀ 1:00 PM 

TLC will meet on Thursday, November 14, at 1:00 p.m. This 

month we are going to Smokey Bones.  It is located in the Eastwood Towne Center  at 

2401 Lake Lansing Rd.   You can call Judy Hartgerink (484-5177) for reservations or 

information.  Come join us for this special time of fellowship for women in the church.   

ÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊ 

 
THE CELEBRATION CLUB  OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

 

The Birthday and Anniversary Club  is a way of celebrating any special event or time 

in your life that you would like to remember by making a contribution to the 

Celebration Club.  The donation you give will be used to help bu ild up our 

Endowment Fund.    

  

Donors in 2019 :  Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison 

Hendy, Bessie Roper, Jim and Emma Lou Knight, Judy Hartgerink, Russ and Sue Jenks, 

Jim and Debbie Donaldson, Roger and Laura Wilkinson,  Mary Lou a nd Chuck 

Gebhardt  

 

Total received in 2019:   $994.00  

Total received 2007 ð9/30 /19:  $31,190.71  
 

 

 

ÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊmÊ 
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lin K NEWS 
 
The Eastside LINK group will meet at ²ƻƻŘȅΩǎ ƻƴ ¢ǊƻǿōǊƛŘƎŜ woad on Saturday, November 
16 at either Noon or 6:00 p.m. (Karen will send  out an email when the MSU game time is 
announced).   This is an away game for MSU (yes, it is against U of M!) so we do not need to 
worry about traffic in the area. Thanksgiving is late this year so ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ 
proximity to it. We hope you can join us. Please R.S.V.P. to Karen or Kathe by November 14 so 
they can have tables ready for us. You will order at the counter and then find a seat at our 
tables. See you then.  
 

The DeWitt/ N E Lansing LINK Group is meeting for breakfast at the Soup Spoon  on E. 

Michigan in Lansing at 9:00 am on Saturday, November 16 .   

Grand Ledge /South Delta /West Delta Link Christmas Party   Members of these link 
groups are cordially invited! The date is Frida y, December 13 beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Comfort Inn  on Canal Road , south of Saginaw. Please bring an appetizer or 
dessert to share and a beverage of your choice. There is an $8 fee per person to cover 
the room charge. A White Elephant gift exchange is optional. RSVP to Dart Hartgerink 
(517 881-5021 or dhartg@att.net) or Judy Whitman (lundejalunde@comcast.net).  
 
HOME LINK  will meet on Saturday, November 16  (our usual third Saturday) for breakfast at 
Delhi Cafe at 9:00 a.m .  Looking ahead, we will be having a Christmas brunch on 
the second  Saturday of December - December 14. Barb Amundsen has graciously said she 
would host. We plan to sing carols and exchange a white elephant gift as we did last year. 
 

 

 

OUR FLOWER CALENDAR  2019 

 
There are many dates available to celebrate special days in our 
church family.  The new price is $45.  Simply sign up on the chart (in 
the office hallway), write a check to the church and get it to Tracy, 
and we will order for you.  If you would like to purchase or provide a 
silk arrangement for use when we donôt have a fresh arrangement 
scheduled, please see Judy Whitman.  Thank you!  ~ Worship 
Committee 

                                

mailto:dhartg@att.net
mailto:lundejalunde@comcast.net


 13 

SAVE THE DATE! 

ADVENT PRESENTATION ɀA 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH-LED 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
DECEMBER 22 

 
December 22  is the last Sunday of Advent.   Join 
our youth and children as they lead worship, and 
remind us of our Christmas story through some 
of the beloved carols that we sing in a play titled  
ȰO Holy Night,ȱ by Arthur L. Zapel, Jr.   
 
 

 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

 
Highlights from the October Session meeting include: 

¶ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎΩ нлнл ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊέ ǇŜǊ 
the Finance Committee. This deadline is so 
that Finance Committee can  put together a 
draft budget for Session to review at the December meeting. If Finance Committee does 
not receive a recommendation from a Committee, current year budget amounts will be 
used.  

 

¶ Pam Blair, Stan Jenkins and Sallie Campbell will represent First Presbyterian at a retreat in 
preparation to facilitate the Vital Congregations Initiative for our congregation. 

 

¶ ¢ƘŜ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ /ƭŜǊƪ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ нлнлΦ  /ƭŜǊƪ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ άƧƻō 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴέ to Session so that all can see what the position entails. It can be filled by an 
elder not currently serving on Session. 

 

¶ As of end of September, the church budget is $30,000 in the black due in part to a one-time 
saving in payroll costs due to a custodial staff opening, staff reduced hours for summer, and 
planned donations coming in as projected.    

 

¶ The Congregational Meeting to approve Terms of Call for the Pastor will be held on Sunday, 
November 17.   
 

¶ Two motions from Worship Committee were approved regarding Communion Sundays. 
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Valu land Food Pantry Donations ð Clarified  

Apologies to all those who attempted to support our First 

Pres. Food Pantry through the Valu Land grocery store 

program October 23 through November 6.  Those dates were 

incorrect. It has now been clarified that First Pres. will indeed be a recipient of 

this support, but not until sometime in 2020!   We promise that when it 

is our turn, we will provide exact instructions on how to participate!  Thank you 

for your unwavering support of this very important ministry of First Pres!! 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church Pantry  reports that they 
have not yet seen an increase in the number of people 
coming in for food assistance due to the GM strike. Our 
numbers have remained fairly consistent. We would be 

pleased to receive dish soap and laundry 
detergent at this time.  Our clients/friends are so 

excited when we can offer these products. Paper 
products are also welcome.  These types of items are 
expensive but necessary. When one has little money for 

ÆÏÏÄȟ ÃÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÐÅÒ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÃÁÎ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÃÕÔ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÆÏÏÄ ÂÕÄÇÅÔȢ 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Stanley Jenkins     Church Administrator:  Tracy Weldon 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Charles Herrick   Custodian:  Adam Weldon 
Pastoral Care Assistant:        Director of Music:  Megan Higle 

Christine DeYonke     Organist:  Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Congregational Life &     Director of Bell Choir:  Karen Viele 
Community Outreach:  Sallie Campbell   Sunday Morning Host:  David Jackson 
Director of Christian Education:  Kathleen Banghart          Child Care Staff:  Abigail Grill and 

        Heather Pollok 
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DEACON NOTES 

ôTis the Seasoné.. 

Thanksgiving (& Christmas) are 

coming and so are the annual Holiday Food Baskets !  With 
your help, our church family will fill 100 baskets at 
Thanksgiving (and hopefully again at Christmas!) for 
distribution to area families in need. A donation of  $45 per 
basket  gives this precious gift.  Donation envelopes will be on 
tables in the Fellowship Hall, or you can donate through the 
green Deacons envelope in the pew. Please indicate Holiday 
Baskets on the check and envelopeɂand write your name 
on a featÈÅÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ4ÕÒËÅÙȱ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ! Thank you! 
 

 
 
 Ȱ&ÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ "ÁÓËÅÔÓ Ǫ 4ÒÉÍ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈȱ ÏÎ 
Nov. 24, immediately following worship! 
Enjoy the spirit of thankfulness and volunteer 
to help as we fill our Thanksgiving gift baskets 
and Trim the Church for the Christmas season!  
 
 
 

 

Ȱ!ÎÇÅÌ 4ÒÅÅȱ: Our Angel Tree is up to remind us to think of 
families in need in this season. On the tree are tags suggesting gifts 
for area families in need. Take a tag and give a gift to bring joy to 
someone this season.  Please bring in your gifts UNWRAPPED, and 
by December 15! 
 

 
 Ȱ"ÉÎÇÏɂ.ÅÅÄÓ 0ÒÉÚÅÓȦȱ This outreach ministry brings 
important social engagement (and fun!) to the residents 
of S. Washington Apartments, a low income housing 
project. Helpful Bingo prizes include:  $20 gro cery 
store gift cards, toiletry items, cleaning products, 

small appliances (small coffee makers, crock pots, toaster --under $15) and other useful 
items. Place any donations in the box in the Hall of Christian Pioneers . Volunteers are 
always welcome to come and helpɂÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á $ÅÁÃÏÎȦ      Bingo is from 7:00 ɀ 
8:00 .p.m (set up at 6:3  p.m.) on the 3 rd  Tuesday of each month.  Contact Linda Snyder at 
lksnyder3@comcast.net 

mailto:lksnyder3@comcast.net
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Deacon Notes continued é 
 
 
 

 
   Your Deacons participate in this outreach ministry 
by providing meals at Advent House on the 4 th  
Sunday of odd numbered months.  The next meal is 
Sunday, Nov. 24ɂour last visit of 2019 . Volunteers 
are always welcome to prepare and/or help serve 
the mealsɂyoÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á $ÅÁÃÏÎ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐȦ  Contact Christopher Venetis to 
volunteer: treimainic@gmail.com 
 

 
 Angel Team Ministry : offers rides, meals and 
other support for church members in both 
joyous and difficult times. If you are interested in 
assisting you friends and church members, 
contact Deb Donaldson iampib@yahoo.com, 
Thanks to everyone for your kindness in 

supporting this ministry!  
 
 
Member Care: 9ÏÕÒ $ÅÁÃÏÎÓ ÓÅÒÖÅ Ȱshut-ÉÎȱ ÍÅÍÂÅÒs of our 
congregation by visiting them in their residences. Deacons 
represent our entire church in showing the constant love of this 
Christian family of faith. If you know of someone who should be 
added to the list for these visits, please contact Chris DeYonke.  
deyonkecf@yahoo.com  
 
 
 

Do you have a young person who needs service hours for a school 
project or organization? The Deacons always need volunteers for 
activities. The youth serve under the supervision of an adult (or adults) 
and often work with other youth at our activities. Contact Christopher 
Venetis to volunteer or for more information: treimainic@gmail.com 
 
 

 

klklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklk 

 

 

 

mailto:treimainic@gmail.com
mailto:iampib@yahoo.com
mailto:deyonkecf@yahoo.com
mailto:treimainic@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

11/02   Bob Hughes     11/19   Willye Bryan  
11/02   Sue Jenks     11/20   Gary Bailey 
11/02   Steve Campbell    11/21   Jim Lunde 
11/04   Amy Bockes     11/21   Jovita Amabo 
11/04   Aiden Friess     11/22   Betty Bailey 
11/07   Rima Mackoul    11/24   Jackie Seelye 
11/09   Cecily English     11/24   Lamarr Braggs 
11/09   Cheryl Niznak    11/25   Jackson Keller 
11/09   Dani Fawaz     11/25   Sophie Keller 
11/09   Joel Layne     11/2 8  Bailey Kennedy 
11/11   Franco Nashef    11/29   Ann Helmic 
11/17   John Eva     11/29   Chris Hughes 
11/17   Sue Kangas     11/30   Hoppe Achuonjei 
 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

 

 Go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084eacad2c7 -sunday or see Pam Blair to sign up! 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY  
 
THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is extended to the family of Marge Holmgren, who died 

on Sunday, September 15.  

THE SYMPATHY OF THE CONGREGATION is also extended to the family of Ken Parr, who died on 

Sunday, October 27. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO  John Eva, who turns  92  on  November 17  and  

Betty Bailey, who turns  94  on  November 22!  

CONGRATULATIONS to Al and Bobbie Banghart , who celebrate their 43rd  

wedding anniversary  on November 24!  

Recently hospitalized:  John Eva, Rebecca Smith, Liz Bales 

 November 3 November 10 November 17 November 24 

 
Liturgists 

   
Kim Ringlever 
                           

 
Alyse Collins 

 
Joe Ross 

                                
Bill Collins 

 
Videographers 

 
Charlie Phillips 

 
Sam Smith 

 
Rich 
Blankenship 

 
Bryse Friess 

 
Greeters:   Chapel 

 
Hilda Khuri 
John  Mansour  

 
Bassam & 
Sabah Makhoul 
 

 
Ceci Anderson 
Bessie Roper 

Mary Lou & Chuck 
Gebhardt 
 
Elliot Ryser 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084eacad2c7-sunday
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 thththththththththththththththththt 

 

SNOWBIRDS - please notify the office when you will be 

going south!  

   

thththththththththththththththththt 

 

The December newsletter deadline is November 15.  Please send your 

articles to Kathy Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org.  Thank you! 
 

 

thththththththththththththththththt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS this year will focus on the music of 

the season, much as our ChiÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ !ÄÖÅÎÔ ÐÌÁÙ ×ÉÌÌȢ  They 

will be available on November 24 .  Remember to pick one 

ÕÐ ÁÆÔÅÒ ×Å ȰÈÁÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÅÎÓȦȱ 

 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org

