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Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church                                                   510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI  48933  

(517) 482-0668                          Office hours:  8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian     Our website: http://lansingfirstpres.com 

Sunday Worship:  10:00 a.m.                         Education for All Ages:  11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
     


"Reconstruction" is a four-hour 
documentary, and there will be 
time to view and discuss the film 
this month. The viewings will take 

place in two, two-hour sessions, Fridays, October 4 and 11, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., in the 
chapel. The discussion of the film will be on Sunday, October 27, in the chapel. This will 
be the Adult Forum topic that week. 
 
For more on this, and the two-church church book read, Between the World and Me, see 
article on p. 15. 
 

 


   

The Lansing Children’s Choir has scheduled a Fundraiser 

for Saturday, October 5 at the Potter Park 
Zoo. It begins in the morning with a continental breakfast in a 

private room at the zoo. After breakfast, you are free to roam the 
zoo all day. There is special pricing for individuals and families 
that allow the choir to earn money. Tickets are available 
through Kathy, Megan, Ben or Kathe . More information on 
prices and times to follow. Start making your plans today! Bring 
your children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews or come with 
a friend! You are never too old to enjoy the zoo. 

The First Epistle 
      Worship, Serve, Grow  

October 2019 

 

Communion will be served on October 6. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
http://lansingfirstpres.com/
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Time to get ready for the all-church read!  As you 
know, this year we’re reading Ta-Nehisi Coates’ 
“Between the World and Me”.  In preparation, on 
Oct. 4 and 11 at 6:30 p.m., we will show the PBS 
American Experience documentary on 
Reconstruction.  This two part film is helpful as 

background to our book.  Much of the history that Coates 
assumes is not commonly taught in school.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to fill in some of the blanks.  You can also view the 
documentary on the PBS website, as well as YouTube.  On Oct 
27, in the Adult Forum after church, we will have an opportunity 
to discuss the documentary. 
 
    In further preparation, the church library is not only providing 
copies of the book, but many resources for background reading 
and education.(See separate article on p. 16 ) This is a 
community- wide event and we want you all to come as prepared 
as possible.  So please don’t hesitate to take advantage of all 
the resources.  (This is going to be so exciting!)   
 
    On Oct. 16, during the regular Session meeting, “Between the 
World and Me” will be the focus topic.  This allows the elders to 
engage in discussion and study in preparation for the all church 
discussion on November 10 after church.  (Elders, don’t forget to 
check out a copy in the church library, and read it before the 
October meeting!)    
  
    Union Missionary Baptist church has also been invited to join 
us for the November 10 discussion of the book, and the Rev. 
Melvin Jones will take part in the leading of the discussion. 
 
    Again, in “Between the World and Me,” we are being invited to 
eavesdrop on a conversation between an African American 
father and his son.  For many of us, this experience will be eye-
opening.  At the very least it promises to broaden our own 
experience, and our understanding of our common history, and 
what it means to be an American—specifically, a Christian in 
America, given Jesus’ outreach to the poor, the marginalized, 
and the outcast.  It is fundamentally a spiritual exercise, in 
growth and formation.  Come, be a part of God’s NEW 
CREATION!   
 

In Christ, 
Stan
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  --  OCTOBER 6 
 Potluck after worship 

 
Our worship service will feature members of the Glen Erin Pipe Band joining us, along with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ around the world, as we celebrate God’s love for 
God’s people through the sacrament of Communion 

 
Potluck after worship!  Bring a dish to pass that represents your family’s 
heritage or is a family favorite.   (If bringing a hot dish, please choose one that 
can be cooked/ reheated in under 30 minutes).  Someone will greet you at the 
chapel entrance to take your delicious offering downstairs.  Join the family 
feast as we remember and celebrate our unity in Jesus Christ! 

  

Peace & Global Witness Offering 
October 6, 2019 

 
Equipping Peacemakers in Congregations and Around the World 
 
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ 
by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual congregations 
are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of 
Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and 
reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate 
for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of 
education and Christian witness.  Please give generously to the Peacemaking Offering  
received on World Communion Sunday, October 6. 


 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

OUR ANNUAL REMINDER -- FPC’S CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 

In 1998 the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Lansing, adopted a Child Protection Policy to help 

ensure a safe, nurturing environment for all its members.  In this regard, we are all to be reminded of 

the vows we take at baptism and are encouraged to be observant and helpful in the development and 

safety of the children and youth of our church family.  A copy of the Child Protection Policy of First 

Church can be obtained from the church office.  If you have questions, ideas or concerns regarding this 

policy or any of our education programs, please contact any member of the Youth Education 

Committee:  Darla Jackson, chair, Brian Jackson, C. E.  Elder, Brian Koon, C. E. Elder, Bethanne 

Jenks, George Bennett, Worship Elder, or Kathy Banghart, staff  rep. 
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Christian Education continued… 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 

  

 October 6    All-church potluck after worship 

 October 13, 20, 27  Class for all ages 

 
ALL children & youth   Meet in Litten Hall  11:00 – 11:15 

 

 Children 4 years – 2
nd

   grade  Music    11:15 – 11:40 

 Mrs. Banghart will lead you  (Choir room, 2
nd

 floor, Chapel) 

       Sunday School class  11:45 – 12:15 p.m. 

       (Lower level, Education wing)   

 

 “Middlers”  3
rd

  – 8
th

 grades  Class (lower level)  11:15 – 11:40 

       Music  (Choir room) 11:45 – 12:15 p.m. 

 

 Senior High (9
th

 – 12
th

 grades)  Class  (Meet in Litten Hall) 11:15 – 12:15 p.m. 

 

 Adult Education    Class    11:15 – 12:15  p.m. 

       (Meeting room, lower level beneath the Chapel) 

   

 Parents Parallel    Discussion   After worship – 12:15 p.m. 

       (Parlor, main level, adjacent to the library) 

 

 Everyone will come to the parlor to meet up with families at 12:15 p.m.   
 


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL FOR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING   

Sunday, October 13, 2019 

A Meeting of the Congregation of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Lansing, Michigan, is called for Sunday, 

October 13, 2019, immediately following the morning 
worship service.  The purpose of the meeting is to elect 
Officers of the Church including Session, the Board of 

Deacons, Nominating Committee, and Audit Committee; 
and to review and approve the terms of call for the Pastor 

for inclusion in the 2019 budget. 
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  ADULT FORUM 2019 
 All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely 

topics  in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:15-12:15 
 
 

                                  October 6 
World Communion Potluck 

No Adult Forum 
 

October 13 
(following the congregational meeting) 

Stewardship of the Earth:  How “green” is our church? 
You might be surprised at what we already do And what we could do better.  Come and be 
surprised! 

 
October 20  

Stewardship of the Earth: Invasive Species 
Sarah Dietrich presenting 

Sarah will discuss 1) the largest current threats posed by invasive insect species, as well as 
currently endangered species, in the Midwest and internationally; 2) the status of native 
Michigan pollinators and honeybees, and steps that we can take to help support their long-
term survival; and 3) a selection of helpful tips and practices to make our homes and 
gardens more environmentally friendly. Additionally, Sarah will give a brief overview of 
her research and how it pertains to long-term sustainable agriculture. 

 
October 27 

Discussion of the film “Reconstruction” 
See several articles for details!   

 
 

Join the Green 
Team! 

 

We are meeting every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. 
in the library to organize and strategize 
how we at First Pres. Lansing can live 
more fully into God’s charge to us to be 
good stewards and caretakers of all God 

has given to us.  WE NEED YOU!  Please join us, or share your thoughts with us.  ~ Josephine 
Powers, Carol Wallace, George Bennett, Sallie Campbell, Kathy Banghart. 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH        

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Youth 

Our youth participated in the Presbyterian Youth Triennium this past summer, along   with our 
pastor, and had a wonderful time.  We are trying to keep that 
momentum going and encourage them to participate in events 
and activities being provided for them through our own church 
and Lake Michigan Presbytery.  The weekend of November 1-

3, is the annual URBAN PLUNGE.  Youth from all over the 

presbytery will gather at Camp Greenwood, spend some 
time building new relationships and enhancing old ones, do local mission work for the 
surrounding community, worship together, then leave for home.  This is an event the youth look 
forward to participating in, so mark your calendars and try to set aside some time to enjoy this 
time with fellow Presbyterian youth.  More information and registration details will be coming. 

 

Even further down the line is Winterfest in Big Rapids, in February.  This 
is a project of the United Church Big Rapids; a UCC/PCUSA congregation.  
Youth gather at the Big Rapids church for a weekend of fun and fellowship 
with other youth groups; participating in worship, skiing, snowboarding, 
snowshoeing, swimming and FOOD!  Please mark your calendars for 

February 7-9, 2020! 
 
 
These are wonderful events that encourage our youth to meet 
and get to know other young people who share their Christian 
values and enjoy their time together while growing in their 
faith.  It is the hoped that our youth will take advantage of these 
opportunities.  There are also several things the youth have 
available to them in the area of service to their church and 
community.  Participating in the worship services is always 
welcome as ushers, acolytes, and liturgists.  The choir would 
also welcome new members.  We could also use support in the 
Sunday school as teacher assistants and in the childcare room. 
During the “All Church Read” our older youth will be 
participating by reading stories that include the topic of diversity and race relations to the 
younger children and doing some reflection with art supplies and crafts.  The Deacons host 
a BINGO night once a month and prepare and serve the Advent House meal every-other 
month.  Both of these activities would welcome participation by our youth.   
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Congregational Life continued… 

There is a fundraiser being planned for NorthWest Initiative on Friday, Nov. 22.  They will 
be making and selling chili for the Silver Bells celebration.  Help would be welcome there too.  
When Holiday Basket time rolls around, help is always needed for setting up and 
decorating for Christmas is a big job for all of us!  So, as you can see, there are many 
opportunities in the near future for our youth to be involved at the church on Sundays, as 
well as other times. Please consider having some fun while lending a hand and supporting the 
work of the church. 

 

Family Fun 

October 20 we will travel to Williamston to have some more fun in the 

“Bestmaze Corn Maze” ever!  They also have a “Trail of Terror” which is 

considered “haunted.”  This is an intergenerational event and also can 

include any friends who would like to join in.  The cost is $8 per person for 

the Corn Maze and $20 for the Haunted Trail.  There is a combo ticket that 

includes admission to both for $25.  We will gather at the church after 

worship and have some lunch, then head to Williamston.  Car pools can be arranged so all can 

participate who want to go.  See Sallie (in the church office) for details. 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

NorthWest Initiative works with a program called “Weekend 
Survival Kits.”  They pack  about 1200 sacks of food for 
students in the Lansing School District to take home over the 
weekend when they are not receiving breakfast and lunch at 
school. It takes about 40 people each time these sacks are 
packed to get the job done.  Many times groups register to help 
together, but individuals can help too. The packing dates are 
twice a month, on Wednesday evenings, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at Harry Hill Vocational 
Center on Wise Road.  You have to register if you want to help, so just let Sallie know (in the 
church office) if this is something you or your group would like to participate in. 

 

We have a new AmeriCorps member joining us to help with the Food 
Pantry and the new community garden.  Allie Maldonado completed her 
service with us and is continuing her education in Nutrition and Dietetics.  

Our new person is Erin Paskus, who will begin with us in mid- October.  
Please welcome Erin when you get the chance. 
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MUSIC NOTES 

                            Open my eyes; illumine me, Spirit divine! 
                            Open my ears; illumine me, Spirit divine! 
                           Open my heart; illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 
Wow. God is Good. All the Time. Say it with me now! God IS good. ALL the time. 
 
The addition of a new puppy to our home (and when I say “puppy”, I mean a 50 pound, one year 
old Pit Bull Terrier mix) is quickly teaching our family a lesson in patience, perseverance and 
forgiveness. Our two cats, who we’ve had for almost 15 years would beg to differ. They think 
we’re crazy. 
 
When I think that Jesus tells us that we can “be” with Him and we need to approach our faith with 
the eyes of child – do we really have any sense of what that means? Our puppy, Newman, needs 
to taste everything, needs to smell everything, needs to put his whole body into whatever he is 
doing. How can I live my faith with such fearlessness and curiosity? Have I become “salt-less,” 
have I lost my “flavor?” Newman truly lives, fully, in every moment. His worries are surely not 
about the past and he really cannot comprehend what will happen tomorrow, let alone 2 hours 
from now. Can I live that way? Can I put all my trust into God and live with “reckless abandon”? 
Hmm. 
 
Some of the hymns that we will sing while we approach the throne of God with fearlessness 
include: 

God of Grace and God of Glory; All Are Welcome; Christ is Made the Sure Foundation; Be 
Thou My Vision; A Mighty Fortress is Our God; Open My Eyes, That I May See 
 

Some of the choral anthems that will be offered in praise and prayer include: 
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” (arr Courtney); “Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above” (arr 
Wolff); “Amazing Grace” (arr. Shafferman) 
 

The staff and volunteers that work to organize and present our best for God each and every 
Sunday continue to pray that your worship is enriched by the musical talents of our congregation. 
 
Blessings, 
Megan Higle 
 
P.S. Many, many thanks to our wonderful Bells of First and Glen Erin Pipe Band for sharing their 
talents to enable us moments of prayer and praise during our worship services. 
 

 
 
 


 

 

Organ Fund Fundraiser 

Prints of Charlie Herrick’s painting 

of our church are still available for a 

$50 donation to the Organ 

Fund.  Please see Bill Collins or 

Tracy Weldon.   
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October 20 - Lansing Symphony Chamber 

Music Series  

 

The 2019/20 Chamber Music Series in Molly Grove Chapel continues on Sunday, October 

20 at 3:00 p.m.  This concert will feature Music for Flute and Strings.  Works are by 

Mozart, Copland, Caliendo, Jacob and Dvorak 

 

October 27 - Sunday Songs and Swing 

with the Boogie Woogie Kid! 

Join us on Sunday, October 27 at 3:00 p.m. 

for an afternoon of wonderful music!   The 

Boogie Woogie Kid, Matthew Ball, presents a 

family friendly concert of  Boogie-Woogie, 

Gospel and more!  Free will donations will be 

accepted. 

Check out Matthew at www.boogiewoogiekid.com 

 


Church Officer Slate for the  
Congregational Meeting    
October 13, 2019 

 
Elders (3 year term) 

 
Steve Fitton, Jim Le Tourneau and Ed Purchis – all 
willing to renew for 3 years 
 

George H. Bennett – George states: “I have been honored to serve this Fellowship recently as an 
elder. I have been a member for less than 10 years serving on the Worship, Music and the Arts 
Committee, the Youth Education and Adult Education Committees. I plan on continuing with 
these committees. I have been especially honored and have received much joy in facilitating 
home bound communion.”  
Elliot Ryser – Elliot moved to Okemos in 1998 to take a faculty position in the Department of 
Food Science and Human Nutrition at MSU. He joined our church one year later. Elliot grew up 
and has remained active in the Presbyterian Church. He previously served one term each as a  

http://www.boogiewoogiekid.com/
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Church Officer Slate continued… 
 

deacon and elder, has been a regular usher for many years and has contributed to the adult 
education program. Elliot states he is looking forward to guiding the church over the next three 
years as he nears retirement. 
Don Heck – Don has been a member for 20 years with his wife of 26 years, Connie,  and  two 
daughters, Megan and Carolyn. Megan is a teacher in Seattle, Washington and Carolyn is a 
sophomore at U of M. He previously served on the Board of Deacons and also several times on 
Session. He has brought his engineering skills to the Building and Grounds committee and 
currently is the chair of that committee. Don states: “I believe people are required to share their 
talents in any way they can. I look forward to my term and trust that I will be able to serve for the 
good of the congregation.” 
  

Deacons (3 year term) 
Chris Venetis, Mike Bryan, and Deb Donaldson – all willing to renew for 3 years 
Kurt Civilette – Kurt became a member in 2017. Kurt earned a degree in French Horn 
performance. As an orchestral and freelance musician, has traveled from Chicago to Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. Now he is contracted in 4 orchestras in Michigan and Indiana and freelances with 
several more. His husband was recruited to work at MSU, which brought Kurt to East Lansing 
around 2010. After his divorce, he purchased some rentals and now is a landlord. He is a long- 
distance runner with 24 marathons under his belt. Kurt contributes to FPC as a member of the 
bell choir and occasional French horn soloist.   
 
Rich Blankenship – Rich joined our church in 1976 and has served on Session and the Deacon 
Board several times. He also was a church high school teacher and a youth coordinator with 
Jackie, his wife. Currently, he works at the Food Bank each week and serves as their treasurer. He 
organizes both our annual church’s Lugnut outing and our CROP walk.   
David Jackson – 1 year term. David states: “Thank you for nominating me for the Deacon Board. 
I have been a member since confirmation this year. I have worked as a Sunday AM host since July  
of 2018. I wish to serve as a deacon because I would like to serve God, the church, and help the 
community. Thank you for your consideration.” David attended Youth Triennium this year and is 
a Junior at Haslett  High School. He is the son of Brian and Darla Jackson.  
 

Audit Committee (1 year term) 
Bill Collins (chair), David Viele and Nancy Duncan – all willing to renew their term  
 

Nominating Committee (1 year term) 
Bill Collins (chair), Linda Snyder (Deacon Rep.) and Linda Diepenhorst (Congregation-at-large 
Rep.)  - all willing to renew their term  
Jackie Blankenship (Congregation-at-Large Rep.) – Jackie has been a member since 1974. She 
has served as Elder for 3 terms (most recently as clerk) and as Deacon for one term. She has 
served on the Mary Poppins Board and also the Building and Grounds, Christian Education, 
Endowment and Nominating Committees. She was on the Pastor Nominating Committee twice. 
Now she is on the Administration, Memorial Garden and Membership Committees. She is married 
to Rich and raised their children, Cary and Scott, in the church.   



11 
 

PRESBYTERIAN COFFEE PROJECT 

Started in 2001, The Presbyterian Coffee Project offers a 
special link between congregations and communities 
around the world. Churches can now reach out to neighbors 
overseas, not only with the prayers and offerings we give, 
but with the goods and products we purchase. A warm cup 

of coffee (or tea) in our hands is perhaps the most tangible daily connection we have with 
farmers around the world. It represents warmth, hospitality, fellowship, hard work and life's 
pleasures, both fine and simple. 

Through the Presbyterian Coffee Project, you get access to Organic, fairly-traded products at 
discounted wholesale case prices, ensuring that more of the money you spend on coffee 
reaches the hardworking farmers who actually grow it.  Coffee, tea, chocolate and olive oil 
are for sale in Litten Hall after worship. 
Equal Exchange’s Guiding Principles: 

 Trade directly with democratically organized small farmer co-
operatives 

 Provide producers with advance credit for crop production 
  Pay producers a guaranteed minimum price that provides a stable 

source of income as well as improved social services 
 Provide high-quality food products 
 Support sustainable farming practices 
 Develop more environmentally sound business practices 

 
Equal Exchange currently works with small farmer organizations in Africa, 
Asia, Latin America and the United States. Trading partners are small 
farmer co-operatives - businesses owned and governed democratically by the farmers 
themselves. Decisions are made within the co-op, on their terms. 
 


Peacemaker Arsenio Alvir Castellon died in Nueva 
Guinea, Nicaragua on September 10, 2019 due to 
health complications. 

 
Arsenio was a founder of the Peace Commission in Nueva Guinea and 
helped establish the Presbytery of Lake Michigan Partnership with 
CEPAD in Nueva Guinea in 1994.  Arsenio made several visits to 

Michigan.  He spoke in many Presbytery churches and stayed in homes with church members.  He 
negotiated with the “Contra” in the Nueva Guinea region to bring peace to families and 
communities. He will be missed by his family, community and many friends in the Presbytery of 
Lake Michigan. CEPAD  is supported by the Presbyterian Church USA, the Presbytery of Lake 
Michigan, and First Presbyterian Church mission funds. 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-B8jJ_qhNOHo/VOxlsxiSpSI/AAAAAAAACsQ/9dwiEG_YCrQ/s1600/Arsenio+Alvir+Castell%C3%B3n.JPG


12 
 

TLC 
Thursday, October 10, 2019 – 1:00 PMOn Thursday, October 
10, TLC will meet at Harry’s Place at 1:00 p.m.  It is located at 
404 N. Verlinden.   You can call Judy Hartgerink (484-5177) for 
reservations or information.  This is a special time of fellowship 
for women in the church.  We would love to have you join us. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




FPC Men's Group    

We will have a day trip to the Air Zoo Museum in Kalamazoo 
on Wednesday, October 23. We will have lunch either at the 
museum or somewhere else. Please RSVP to Brian Koon 
(b.koon@comcast.net or 886-9801). 











CROP Walk is coming up again on the second Sunday 
in October, October 13.  We need walkers, rockers and 
sponsors.  I have an online donation site, which is 
www.cropwalker.org/lansingmi.  Please sign up online, or 
see Rich Blankenship directly. 

The Boomers and Beyond luncheon will be held on Wednesday, October 2, 
2019 in the church parlor at 12:00 noon. We had a wonderfully large crowd 
in September! We hope that you all will return. The need to make more 
food is the best problem to have and the easiest to accomplish!  

 
 

mailto:b.koon@comcast.net
http://www.cropwalker.org/lansingmi
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THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of celebrating any special event or time 

in your life that you would like to remember by making a contribution to the 

Celebration Club.  The donation you give will be used to help build up our 

Endowment Fund.    

  

Donors in 2019:  Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison 

Hendy, Bessie Roper, Jim and Emma Lou Knight, Judy Hartgerink, Russ and Sue Jenks, 

Jim and Debbie Donaldson, Roger and Laura Wilkinson, Mary Lou and Chuck 

Gebhardt 

 

Total received in 2019:   $994.00  

Total received 2007 –8/31/19:  $31,190.71 
















 

The Memorial Garden 

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 
The song of the birds for mirth, 

One is nearer God's hand 
In a garden 

Than anywhere on earth. 
 

The Memorial Garden, located off the porch 

just outside the northeast side of the 

sanctuary, offers space for quiet prayer, 

meditation and remembrance. You may also 

create a permanent memory in that place, 

either by purchasing a paver for the landscape or committing to the placement of 

cremains as a final resting place. 

Information on how to proceed with your decision is available from the church office or 

from a brochure located on a table in the inside foyer to the porch and garden.  All funds 

collected for the Memorial Garden are dedicated to its continuing care and improvement. 
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Everyone is invited to meet with us in the church parlor for discussion of interesting books. 
 
Tuesday   October 1   7:00 p.m. 

For Better, For Worse  by Barbara Edema 
 
In this fourth book of the Pastor Maggie Series, Maggie finds herself challenged 
in unmanageable ways. It is the summer of 2016 and a national election is 
driving the country, the city of Cherish, and Loving the Lord Community 
Church into splintered factions.  Maggie tries to guide her discordant flock but 
careens from one crisis to another.  She is also working with Darcy Keller, 
owner of the Quick Mix Corporation, to resettle a refugee family from Syria.  
There are many surprises, big changes for Jack and Maggie, and fun new 
characters to bring needed reminders of all the good that happens in a 

community where love and kindness reign.   Discussion led by the author, Barbara Edema. 
 
Tuesday, November 5   7:00 p.m. 
Educated: A Memoir  by Tara Westover.   
 
Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom.  
Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, her father forbade hospitals, 
so Tara never saw a doctor or nurse. The family was so isolated from 
mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an 
education.  So, Tara began to educate herself, teaching herself enough 
mathematics and grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young University.  
Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across 
continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she wonder if 
she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home.  
Discussion led by Linda Diephenhorst. 
 
Tuesday, December 3   7:00 p.m. 

 Mr. Dickens and His Carol: A Novel  by Samantha Silva  
 
Charles Dickens is not feeling the Christmas spirit. His newest book is an utter 
flop and the critics have turned against him.  When his publishers try to 
blackmail him into writing a Christmas book to save them all from financial 
ruin, he refuses.  And a serious bout of writer’s block sets in.  Frazzled and filled 
with self-doubt, Dickens seeks solace in his great palace of thinking, the city of 
London itself.  On one of his long night walks, he meets the mysterious Eleanor 
Lovejoy, who might be just the muse he needs.  As Dickens’ deadlines close in, 

Eleanor propels him on a Scrooge-like journey that tests everything he believes about generosity, 
friendship, ambition, and love. The story he writes will change Christmas forever.   Discussion led 
by Paul Eenigenburg. 
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CONVERSATIONS ON 

RACE, 2019! 

As we continue our "Conversation on Race" 

initiative, this year we are combining with Union 

Missionary Baptist Church and making this a Two-

Congregation Book Read! We will approach our understanding and learning through both 

a film and a book. The book will be Between the World and Me, by Ta-nehisi Coates. 

Coates is a young African American writer who has captured the experiences of how 

racism adversely affects African Americans in the U.S. through a letter he pens to his 

son.  

The film will be the PBS documentary "Reconstruction:  America After the Civil War" 

by Henry Louis Gates, detailing the period in the U.S. during the first decade after the Civil 

War and beyond. The film is suggested to enhance our historical link for the Book-Read and 

understand the powerful role of culture and norms on how we currently view our diversity and 

our oneness.  

 

"Reconstruction" is a four-hour documentary, and there will be time to view and discuss the 

film in the fall. The viewings will take place 

in two, two-hour sessions, October 4 and 

11 (Fridays), 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., in the 

First Pres chapel. The discussion of the 

film will be on Sunday, October 27, in the First Pres chapel. This will be the Adult Forum 

topic that week. 

 

Between the World and Me will be the focus topic for Session in October, 

and the culmination discussion will be on Sunday, November 10 

during an all-church luncheon after worship (11:30).  

You may also view the film in a variety of methods. The film can be 

accessed if you are a PBS Passport member, via YouTube, or through 

the public library. The church library also has multiple copies of 

Between The World And Me available for check-out. 

For more information or suggestions, please contact Pastor Stan or Willye Bryan, entpeople@yahoo.com. 

 

mailto:%20ENTPEOPLE@YAHOO.COM.
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What’s New in our Library?  

To support our All-Church Reading Project and to improve 
our understanding of our  responsibility as Christians 
regarding racial inequities and civil discourse, we have 3 

new books. They are on the fireplace mantel in the library. Check one out!  
America's Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a new 
America by Jim Wallis  (2017) America's problem with race has deep roots, with the 
country's foundation tied to the near extermination of one race of people and the 
enslavement of another. Racism is truly our nation's original sin. Whenever divided 
cultures and gridlocked power structures fail to end systemic sin, faith communities can 
help lead the way to grassroots change. Probing yet positive, biblically rooted yet 
highly practical, this book shows people of faith how they can work together to 
overcome the embedded racism in America, galvanizing a movement to cross the 
bridge to a multiracial church and a new America. 
 
White Fragility: Why It’s so Hard for white People to Talk About Racism by Robin 
Di Angelo (2018) This book explores the counterproductive reactions white people 
have when their assumptions about race are challenged, and how these reactions 
maintain racial inequality. What can we do to overcome our anger, fear or guilt to enter 
into a meaningful cross-racial dialogue?  
 
Christ in Crisis: Why We Need to Reclaim Jesus by Jim Wallis (Sept. 2019) Writing 
in response to our current “constitutional crisis,” New York Times bestselling author 
and Christian activist Jim Wallis urges America to return to the tenets of Jesus once 
again as the means to save us from the polarizing bitterness and anger of our tribal 
nation. Wallis argue that Christian have become disconnected from Jesus and need to 
revisit their spiritual foundations.  
 



 

Fresh Flowers 

There are many dates available on the flower chart to celebrate special 
days in our church family.  The new price is $45.  Simply sign up on the 
chart, write a check to the church and get it to Tracy, and we will order 
for you.  If you would like to purchase or provide a silk arrangement for 
use when we don’t have a fresh arrangement scheduled, please see 
Judy Whitman.  Thank you!   


 

https://www.amazon.com/Jim-Wallis/e/B00LV93ULK/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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               LinK NEWS    
 

 
The Eastside LINK group will finally meet for brunch at Coral Gables Restaurant in East 
Lansing on Sunday, October 20, 2019 at 12:30 p.m. We will be in the front room facing Grand 
River and all the way to the back. Please R.S.V.P. to Karen or Kathe by Friday, October 18 so 
the table will be set for us. 
  
The DeWitt/NE Lansing Link Group will meet at the Family Tree Restaurant on DeWitt 

Road in downtown DeWitt at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 19. We’re still working on 

our coming activities.  

 

Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK will be holding its monthly LINK breakfast at Dimitri's 
Restaurant on Saginaw Hwy. in Delta Township on Saturday, October 12 at 9:00 a.m. Come 
and have a good breakfast and nice visit with your LINK family. 
 

SOUTH DELTA LINK will meet for breakfast on Saturday, October 19 at 9:00 a.m. at 

Dimitri’s. 

HOME LINK  will greet autumn and one another over breakfast on Saturday October 19 

@ 9am @ Delhi Cafe.  

SOUTH LANSING LINK    will meet for Sunday Brunch!  First up is Grand Traverse Pie 
Co. downtown Lansing, on Sunday, October 27 after the Education Hour 
(approximately 12:15, 12:30).  For your calendar:  Sunday, November 27, at Fleetwood 
Diner on Cedar Street. 
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STEWARDSHIP 2020 
Commitment Sunday is Nov. 3! 

 
The Session is beginning to plan for the 2020 church 
budget and therefore has asked the Finance Committee to 
conduct the Stewardship program this month of October.  

We are seeking your continued financial support of the church by completing and returning a 
pledge card later this month. 
 
First Presbyterian Church was one of the first churches established in Lansing and we are 
continuing to play a strong role in serving the community with worship, Christian education, 
music, youth programs, food ministry, and hosting other groups such as Global Institute of 
Lansing and Northwest Initiative.  Your love of God and this church is expressed with your time, 
talents, and monetary gifts.  Thank you! 
 
Pledge cards will be mailed later this month with more information on our goals and financial 
needs for 2019.  Pledges are the church’s most important source of income making up almost 
70% of the General Fund budget.  You have been very faithful over the years by meeting your 
annual pledge which allows us to worship in this beautiful building, keep our programs running, 
our church operating in downtown Lansing, and to be a Christian witness in the wider world. If 
circumstances do not allow you to pledge in 2020, we still would appreciate you returning a card 
with that information.  This information helps our forecast of revenues in 2020 to be more 
accurate.   
 
 Our church is on track to have a balanced budget in 2019 because of prudent management, the 
fulfillment of your pledges, increased revenues from the Endowment Fund, and a deficit 
reduction campaign conducted earlier this year.  The Session wants to maintain and prayerfully 
increase the General Fund budget in 2020 to continue the vital role First Presbyterian Church 
plays in Lansing in the spirit of Jesus Christ.   
 

We will return our pledge cards during worship service on Commitment 
Sunday, November 3 as we joyfully celebrate our faith with financial support of this 

church.  Thanks for helping to do the Lord’s work in our neighborhood, community and the 
world! 
 


 
 
 



19 
 

 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
These are the Session highlights from the September 19th 
meeting: 
 

 On Stan’s birthday, Session had an informative and efficient meeting.  

 Mike Bryan, on behalf of the Deacons, provided an update that included highlights that they 

will host an Angel Tree again and are looking for volunteers to serve food at Advent House 

on Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend. 

 Finance Committee gave a positive review of the current financial standing for this fiscal 

year, as long as pledges and donations continue to come in as they have in the past. 

Commitment (pledge) Sunday will be November 3.  

 Mission Committee provided three quotes for proposed outdoor electric sign primarily using 

the funds of the Mission Committee Capital Campaign Fund. Session thanked Willye Bryan 

for the update and showed support as the Committee finalizes costs. 

 Personnel Committee presented two motions to Session that clarified the Personnel Policy 

for holidays and vacations. 

 Staff Updates: A request from Kathy Banghart that Committees forward events dates for 

2019 and 2020 to her for the master calendar. Sallie Campbell shared details about the 

Greater Lansing Refugee Summit to be held at First Presbyterian on September 28, and 

World Communion Sunday Potluck on October 6, among other events. Stan shared that 

Union Missionary Baptist Church will be participating in our Nov. 10 discussion  of the 

book Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 



 

DEACON NOTES 
 
“Bingo—Needs Prizes!!” This ministry brings important 
social engagement (and fun!) to the residents of S. 
Washington Apartments, a low income housing project. For 
fun and helpful Bingo prizes, Deacons are seeking: $20 
grocery store gift cards, toiletry items, cleaning 
products, small appliances (small coffee makers, crock pots, toaster--under $15) and 
other useful items. Help support this ministry by placing any donations in the box in the Hall 
of Christian Pioneers. The Deacons’ Bingo Ministry is an outreach ministry, on the 3rd Tuesday 
of each month. Volunteers are always welcome to come and help! Contact Lynda Synder at 
lksnyder3@comcast.net 
 
 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/p/between-the-world-and-me-ta-nehisi-coates/1121816158/2662259917225?st=PLA&sid=BNB_ADL+Marketplace+Good+Used+Textbooks+-+Desktop+Low&sourceId=PLAGoNA&dpid=tdtve346c&2sid=Google_c&gclid=CjwKCAjwq4fsBRBnEiwANTahcD4uIZMb0bHpZ58
mailto:lksnyder3@comcast.net
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Deacons Notes continued… 
 

Thanksgiving (and Christmas) are coming! Planning is underway for the annual holiday 
Food Basket Project--With your help, our First Presbyterian church family will fill 100 
baskets at Thanksgiving (and hopefully again at Christmas!) for distribution to area families 
in need. A donation of $50 per basket helps to give this precious gift.  Donation envelopes 
will be on tables in the Fellowship Hall, or you can make your donation through the green 
Deacons envelope in the pew.  Please indicate Food Basket on the check and envelope—
Thank you! 
 
Advent House Meals: Your Deacons participate in this outreach ministry by providing meals 
at Advent House on the 4th Sunday of odd numbered months. The next meal is Sunday, Nov., 
24—our last visit of 2019. Volunteers are always welcome to prepare and/or help serve 
the meals—you don’t have to be a Deacon to help!!  Contact Christopher Venetis to 
volunteer: treimainic@gmail.com 
 
Angel Team Ministry: offers rides, meals and other support for church members in both 
joyous and difficult times. If you are interested in assisting your friends and church members, 
contact Deb Donaldson iampib@yahoo.com, Thanks to everyone for your kindness in 
supporting this ministry! 
 
Member Care: Your Deacons serve “shut-in” members our congregation by visiting them in 
their residences. Deacons represent our entire church in showing the constant love of 
this Christian family of faith. If you know of someone who should be added to the list for 
these visits, please contact Chris DeYonke deyonkecf@yahoo.com  
 
Do you have a young person who needs service hours for a school project or 
organization? The Deacons always need volunteers for activities. The youth serve under 
the supervision of an adult (or adults) and often work with other youth at our activities. 
Contact Christopher Venetis to volunteer or for more information: treimainic@gmail.com 
 

FOOD PANTRY REPORT 

As has been mentioned before, personal care items are needed and appreciated by our clients.  
These items are not available through the Greater Lansing Food Bank and are too expensive for 
our budget to offer regularly.  However, some of our church members generously provide toilet 
paper, soap and dental care products  so we can give out these items every day to our clients.  
Thank you!  Laundry detergent, tissues, paper towels, and dish soap are other items that our 
pantry obtains in small quantities and fly off the shelf due to strong demand for these items.  If 
you can purchase some of these things for the pantry the next time you are shopping, we can 
further meet the needs of our clients. 
 
 

mailto:treimainic@gmail.com
mailto:iampib@yahoo.com
mailto:deyonkecf@yahoo.com
mailto:treimainic@gmail.com
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

10/02  Hamilton Showalter   10/16  Elaine Scovill 
10/03  Emma Hodgman   10/16  Michael Snyder 
10/04  Mary zurBurg    10/17  Paul Eenigenburg  
10/04  Bethany Niznak   10/19  Collin Wisner 
10/09  Mary Ann Mackoul   10/20  Madison Hendy 
10/10  Jim Botting    10/20  Linda Keller 

10/21  Dan DeYonke 
10/10  Audrey Pollok   10/23  Janet Peterson 
10/11  Judy Whitman   10/24  David Angus 
10/11  Nancy Anderson   10/24  Denice Dickinson 
10/12  Meg Rumfield    10/26  Marie Mackoul 
10/13  Christopher Venetis   10/26  Jackie Blankenship 
10/14  John Fellows    10/29  Helen Herrick 

        10/29  Bev Phillips 
        10/30  Joyce Schaub  
        10/31  Marcus Ringlever 
        10/31  Dick Poland 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Pastor:  Rev. Stanley Jenkins    Church Administrator:  Tracy Weldon 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Charles Herrick  Custodian:  Adam Weldon 
Pastoral Care Assistant :      Director of Music:  Megan Higle 
Christine DeYonke     Organist:  Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Congregational Life &   Director of Bell Choir:  Karen Viele 
Community Outreach:  Sallie Campbell  Sunday Morning Host:  David Jackson 
Director of Christian Education:                         Child Care Staff:  Abigail Grill and 
Kathleen Banghart     Heather Pollok 

 October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27 

 
Liturgists 

   
Karen Viele                           

 
David Viele 

 
David Angus 

 
Geoff Blair 

 

Videographers 

 

Sam Smith 

 

Rich 

Blankenship 

 

Bryse Friess 

 

Russ Jenks 

 

Greeters:   Chapel 

Jim and 

JoAnn 

Hengstebeck 

 

Elliot Ryser 

Elizabeth and 

Charles 

Amabo 

Mike and 

Marie 

Mackoul  



22 
 

        

    OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

THE HAPPIEST OF BIRTHDAYS TO HELEN HERRICK, who 

will be 92 on October 29! 

MANY WISHES FOR A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Elaine 

Scoville on October 16, and Dick Poland on October 31, who 

are both turning 89!  

 

CONGRATULATIONS to grandmother 

Helen Hansens, and mother Kirsten Meister, on the 

birth of Zuri Della-Luz Rodriguez on August 12.  Zuri 

weighed 8 lbs. 8 oz and was 21 inches long!  Welcome, 

little one!   

Recently hospitalized:  Buni Bailey 

 



 

 

Snowbirds - please notify the office when you 

will be going south!     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The November newsletter deadline is October 

15.  Please send your articles to Kathy Banghart, 

kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org.   

Thank you! 
 
 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org
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Election 20XX City Leadership Assembly, Oct 1, 6:00 p.m. Epicenter 
of Worship (517 W. Jolly Road). Hosted by One Love Global.  

 
Education Stakeholders Meeting, Oct 3, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Greater Lansing. Everyone interested in 
Education community organizing invited. Childcare provided  

 

Rally for Lifer, Law, Prison and Criminal Justice Reform, October 10, 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.   Michigan State Capitol  

 
Housing Task Force Meeting, Oct 15, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church, (510 W Ottawa St, Lansing) 

 

 Team Leader Training for Babies Over Billionaires, October 19,  
10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  Location TBA.  Food and childcare provided.  
Registration required. 
 
Access Task Force, October 22, 10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 
Disability Network Capital Area 
 

Nehemiah Public Assembly: Tuesday, October 29, 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  Location TBA. 
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Tuesday, October 1 
9:30 a.m.  Green Team meeting – Library 
12:10 p.m.    Yoga  
5:30 p.m.     Adult Education Committee – Library 
6:00 p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.    LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.     Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall  
7:00 p.m.     Book Group – Parlor 
Wednesday, October 2 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
Noon        Boomers and Beyond lunch - Parlor 
2:30 p.m.    Building & Grounds Comm. - Library 
4:15 p.m.-6:45Lansing Children’s Choir - Choir Rm 
6:00 p.m.    Mid Michigan Photo Club –Litten Hall 

6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
6:30 p.m.     Mission Committee – Library 
Thursday, October 3  
11:00 a.m-1  NWI Food Distribution 
5:00 p.m.      GIL Board meeting  
5:30 p.m.    Yoga 
7:00 p.m.     Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, October 4 
Noon            Women’s Bible Study- Parlor 
6:00 p.m.     Yoga 
6:00 p.m.-9  Movie discussion - Chapel 
Saturday, October 5 
Sunday, October 6 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship/World Communion  
  Sunday/ Peacemaking & Deacon’s  
  offerings received 

11:00 a.m.   Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.   World Communion Potluck 
Monday, October 7  
10:00 a.m.    Staff meeting – Library 
6:00p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:45 p.m..     Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, October 8 
9:30 a.m.      Green Team meeting – Library 
12:10 p.m.    Yoga 
5:30 p.m.     Worship Committee -  Library 
6:00 p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.      LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.      Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall  
Wednesday, October 9 
10:30 a.m.    Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:15 p.m.-6:45Lansing Children’s Choir - Choir Rm 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
6:30 p.m.-7:30MI Pride meeting - Library  
7:00 p.m.     Deacons meeting 
Thursday, October 10 
11:00 a.m.-1  NWI Bread Distribution 
1:00 p.m.   TLC luncheon – Harry’s Place 
5:30 p.m.      Yoga 
7:00 p.m.     Chancel Choir rehearsal 

Friday, October 11 
Noon            Women’s Bible Study- Parlor 
6:00 p.m.     Yoga 
6:00 p.m.-9   Movie discussion - Chapel 
Saturday, October 12 
10:00 a.m.    Lans. Children’s Choir retreat-Litten 

Hall 
Sunday, October 13 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship 
                    Congregational mtg. after Worship  
11:20 a.m.     Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:30 a.m.    Education for all ages 
11:30 p.m.   Finance Committee - Library  
1:00 p.m.     CROP WALK 
Monday, October 14   
10:00 a.m.    Staff meeting – Library 
3:00 p.m.     Personnel Committee - Library 
6:45 p.m..     Bells of First rehearsal  
6:00p.m.-9  Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.      LanSINGout Board - Chapel 
Tuesday, October 15 
9:30 a.m.     Green Team – Library 
12:10 p.m.   Yoga  
6:00 p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:00 p.m.    Mid MI Photo Club Officers - Library 
6:30 p.m.      LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.      Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall 
Wednesday, October 16 
10:30 a.m.    Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:15 p.m.-6:45Lansing Children’s Choir-Choir Rm 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
7:00 p.m.     Session meeting 
Thursday, October 17 
11:00 a.m-1      NWI Food Distribution 
5:30 p.m.      Yoga 
6p-8            Greater Lansing Quilt Guilt-Litten 

Hall  
6:00 p.m.      Lansing Area Human Resources 

Board- Library   
7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, October 18 
Noon            Women’s Bible Study - Parlor 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Saturday, October 19 
9:00 a.m.-3   Healthy Neighborhoods – Litten Hall 
Sunday, October 20 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m.   Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:15 a.m.   Education for all ages 
3:00 p.m.     Lansing Symphony Chamber concert 

Monday, October 21 
10:00 a.m.    Staff meeting – Library 
6:00p.m.-9    Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:45 p.m.     Bells of First rehearsal 
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Tuesday, October 22 
9:30 a.m.      Green Team – Library 
12:10 p.m.   Yoga 
6:00 p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.      LanSingOut Rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.      Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall  
Wednesday, October 23 
10:30 a.m.    Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:15 p.m.-6:45 Lansing Children’s Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Thursday, October 24 
11:00 a.m.-1 NorthWest Initiative Bread Distribution 
5:30 p.m.      Yoga 
7:00 p.m.     Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, October 25 
Noon            Women’s Bible Study - Parlor 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Saturday, October 26 
Sunday, October 27 
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship/ 2 Cents a Meal offering received 
11:00 a.m.    Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:15 a.m.   Education for all ages 
3:00 p.m.    Matthew Ball concert- Chapel 
Monday, October 28 
10:00 a.m.    Staff meeting – Library 
5:00 p.m.     NorthWest Initiative Cooking class 
6:00p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:45 p.m.     Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, October 29 
9:30 a.m.     Green Team meeting – Library 
12:10 p.m.   Yoga  
6:00 p.m.-9  Global Institute of Lansing class   
6:30 p.m.-8   ACTION meeting- Library 
6:30 p.m.     LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.      Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall  
Wednesday, October 30 
10:30 a.m.    Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:15 p.m.-6:45 Lansing Children’s Choir rehearsal - Choir Room 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Thursday, October 31  
11:00 a.m.-1 NorthWest Initiative Bread Distribution - Kitchen 
5:30 p.m.      Yoga 
7:00 p.m.     Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 
 
 
 


