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Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church                                                   510 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI  48933  

(517) 482-0668                          Office hours:  8:00 a.m.-Noon, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian     Our website: http://lansingfirstpres.com 

Sunday Worship:  10:00 a.m.            Education for All Ages, beginning Sept. 15:  11:15 a.m. 

 

 

 

COME ONE, COME ALL!   

 

The Annual Tailgate will be held September 8, in the 

parking lot, immediately after worship.  Hot dogs and 

hamburgers will be available, along with chips and 

condiments.  Session committees and the Deacons will 

be encouraged to host tables with information about 

their work available for all to see.  They may also supply 

some additional "goodies" for dessert. This is a REALLY 

good time to invite family and friends to meet your church family.  Please plan 

to participate -- All are welcome! 

 

 



 

***   SAVE THE DATE *** 
 

The Lansing Children’s Choir has scheduled a 
Fundraiser for Saturday, October 5 at the 
Potter Park Zoo. It begins in the morning with a 

continental breakfast in a private room at the zoo. 
After breakfast, you are free to roam the zoo all day. 
There is special pricing for individuals and families that allow the choir to earn money. 
Tickets will be available through Kathy, Megan, Ben or Kathe  starting in September. More 
information on prices and times to follow. Start making your plans today! Bring your children, 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews or come with a friend! You are never too old to enjoy the 
zoo. 
 

The First Epistle 
      Worship, Serve, Grow  

September 2019 

 

Communion will be served on September 1. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LansingFirstPresbyterian
http://lansingfirstpres.com/
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DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

Ron has requested a call for plastic store bags (Meijer, Kroger, Target, 

etc) for pantry use. Please put them in the pantry shopping cart by the 

chapel entrance! Thanks! 

 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

POTLUCK DINNER 

after worship 

OCTOBER 6 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

OCTOBER 13 

WALK.  

GIVE.  

CHANGE 

THE 

WORLD.  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

  CHILD CARE UPDATE 

Sunday morning child care is provided from 9:45 – 12:15 for infants 

through pre-school age by our experienced and trained staff, Abigail 

Grill and Heather Pollok.   
 

 

 

2019 – 2020  SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION SCHEDULE 

After worship 

 

 ALL children & youth   Meet in Litten Hall  11:00 – 11:15 

 

 Children 4 years – 2
nd

   grade  Music    11:15 – 11:40 

 Mrs. Banghart will lead you  (Choir room, 2
nd

 floor, Chapel) 

       Sunday School class  11:45 – 12:15 p.m. 

       (Lower level, Education wing)   

 

 “Middlers”  3
rd

  – 8
th

 grades  Class (lower level)  11:15 – 11:40 

       Music  (Choir room) 11:45 – 12:15 p.m. 

 

 Senior High (9
th

 – 12
th

 grades)  Class  (Meet in Litten Hall) 11:15 – 12:15 p.m. 

 

 Adult Education    Class    11:15 – 12:15  p.m. 

       (Meeting room, lower level beneath the Chapel) 

   

 Parents Parallel    Discussion   After worship – 12:15 p.m. 

       (Parlor, main level, adjacent to the library) 

 

 Everyone will come to the parlor to meet up with families at 12:15 p.m.   
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES 
resumes after worship, SEPT. 15
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 ADULT FORUM 2019 
All are welcome to join in discussion of significant and timely topics 

in the Adult Ed Room (downstairs) 11:15-12:15 
 

September 15 
A Service Family 

Erin Schor presenting 
 
Erin Schor was raised attending First Presbyterian Church in Mount Pleasant, Michigan, 
in a family with deep ties to the community and to serving its people. That legacy 
continues to shape her outlook as she navigates life as a working mother, in an interfaith 
family, and in an increasingly public role. 

September 22 
Stewardship of the Earth 

Pastor Stan 
 

September 29 
Advocating for Refugees and Immigrants 

Ms. Susan Krehbiel, leading 
 
Susan Krehbiel works part-time for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) as the 
Associate for Refugees and Asylum where she is responsible for directing PDA’s support to 
regional bodies, local congregations and national partners in refugee-related ministries.   
Susan has 30 years non-profit experience working with refugees and immigrants, as an 
advocate for refugee rights and social and legal services that assist refugees and 
immigrants in their integration into the United States.   
         Ms. Krehbiel will be preaching this day and speaking in Adult Forum 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Sallie Campbell, Director 

 
Wow! Can you believe summer is coming to an end?  

Maybe because we didn’t really get started with warm weather until well into June, but it sure went 
fast!  Here we are at the beginning of another academic year, and welcoming our congregation back 

from the lake, the cottage, vacations, whatever/wherever many of us have gone. 

Our teens went to the Presbyterian Youth Triennium this summer.  Six of 
our youth; Jennifer Amabo, Jovita Amabo, Candace Metzger, Will Bales, David 
Jackson and Elijah Layne, all met up with about 40 other young people from all 
around Lake Michigan Presbytery, at First Presbyterian Church of Sturgis to 
begin their journey.  They spent the night there, getting acquainted with one 
another and their adult advisors (who included our beloved Pastor Stan!).  In 

the morning, they packed up, boarded a chartered bus and headed for Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, Indiana.  There they spent the rest of the week exploring their faith, meeting new friends, 
and worshipping with about 5,000 other teens from all over the world.  It is because of the generous 
giving of this congregation and support from our presbytery, as well as the wonderful families that 
we have among us, that these young people were able to take advantage of this unique opportunity.  
They will be sharing their thoughts and experiences with you soon. 

July was a very busy month!  We participated in one of the City of 
Lansing’s Concerts in the Park series, 
along with NorthWest Initiative and the 
Westside Neighborhood Association, to 
supply food, fellowship and family friendly 
activities before the concert began.  About 20 
volunteers from this congregation joined 
others in staffing all those activities, making 

‘walking tacos’ and sharing fellowship with neighbors and friends.   Thank you 
to everyone who helped paint faces, play games, string beads, hand out information, serve food and 
be a warm and friendly presence with our neighbors.  

Then we moved on to M.A.D.D. camp.  (please see article from Megan). A big “thank you” goes out 
not only to our many volunteers, but also the local Y.M.C.A. and NorthWest Initiative for helping us 
secure the Mobile Lunch and Exercise program each day of our camp.  They came on buses with food 
to share and games and activities for the kids to enjoy during their lunch break.  This was a huge help 
to all of us, not only in supporting the staff during this time, but also for the expense of supplying 
lunch for 60 children and adult volunteers for the whole week!  Our First Pres folks also provided 
MANY cookies for snack time-so thank you very much for that too. 

The First Pres Food Pantry has been awarded another $5000 grant to help 
provide food for our many neighbors.  We are so grateful for the help and 
appreciate the faith they have in our pantry to do good work. 
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Congregational Llife and Community Outreach continued… 

 

And now we are gearing up for the Fall.  Some of you may have 
heard about a plan to build a garden in the back parking 
lot of the church.  One of our neighbors, Scott Schmidt, 
contacted us and offered the use of space outside his buildings 
(the old Belen flower Shop) to build a garden.  He is interested in 
providing more green space in the neighborhood and also to 
help provide access to fresh produce for our pantry and others.  
We will be looking for people to help plan and implement 
this project.  It will be a great new addition to our service 

opportunities as well.  Please be in touch with Sallie in the church office if you would like to be 
involved in a small or larger way.  Even sharing your thoughts would be greatly appreciated, as 
there is always much to learn.  Your interest and your help are always appreciated.  



 

TWO-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING 

(ALSO KNOWN AS CENTS-ABILITY) 

HOW DOES A HOUSEHOLD DO 2 CENTS-A-MEAL? 

Each household keeps an offering container for the "2 

Cents-a-Meal" offering in the kitchen or on the dining 

table. One suggested ritual prior to the mealtime 

blessing, one member of the family may begin with, "Let 

not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten." Then the rest 

respond, "Nor the hope of the poor be taken away." Each 

member of the family drops their 2 cents in the can.  The 

last Sunday of EVERY month, pails will be out before worship to collect your 

donations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The October newsletter deadline is September 

15.   Please be advised there is less “wiggle” room this month 

for when articles are received, as the editor will be out of town 

9/24-28!   Please send your articles to Kathy Banghart, 

kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org as close to September 15 as 

possible.  Thank you!   
 

 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org
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Greater Lansing Refugee Summit: 
Expanding Welcome & Advocacy 

Saturday, September 28, 2019 | 9:30-4:00 P.M. 
 

 
 
First Presbyterian Church is hosting this event that includes National level PCUSA and Michigan 
State University faculty experts in the field of refugees and immigrants, racial inequality and how 
to help advocate for our friends from around the world.  
 
Ms. Susan Krehbiel works part-time for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance as the Associate for 
Refugees and Asylum, where she is responsible for directing PDA’s support to regional bodies, 
local congregations and national partners in refugee-related ministries.   Susan has 30 years non-
profit experience working with refugees and immigrants, as an advocate for refugee rights and 
social and legal services that assist refugees and immigrants in their integration into the United 
States.  She has worked closely with non-governmental agencies, the U.S. government, and 
international organizations, including Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS), Church 
World Service (CWS), and as a consultant with the United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR).  Susan was raised in the Presbyterian Church, is an ordained ruling elder, and also 
serves part-time as the Social Justice Consultant with the Presbytery of Baltimore.   
 
Stephanie J. Nawyn is the Co-Director for Academic Programs at the Center for Gender in Global 
Context (GenCen) and an associate professor in the Department of Sociology at MSU, with 
expertise in gender and migration. Her work has primarily focused on refugee resettlement and 
protection, as well as the economic advancement of African voluntary migrants in the U.S. 
 
This event has been planned as a collaboration between the Lansing area Presbyterian Churches, 
St. Vincent Catholic Charities (Refugee Services), Refugee Development Center (RDC), Samaritas, 
Global Institute of Lansing (GIL), All Faith Alliance for Refugees (AFAR), and is part of the week-
long 2019 Peace Quest event.  There will be keynote presentations, a catered lunch (by a locally  
owned ethnic restaurant), break-out sessions on advocacy and lots of opportunities for learning 
and meeting new friends. Please come and find out what you can do to help support these local 
agencies and refugees and immigrants in the Greater Lansing area and beyond. Volunteers are 
needed to help with hosting the day in a variety of ways.  Please see Sallie in the church office to 
find out what you can do to be involved, help support First Pres in this effort to help our 
community learn more about what’s going in the area of resettlement at the federal level, and 
how we can help support new friends and neighbors from around the world as well as local 
agencies in Lansing. 
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FPC MUSIC MINISTRY 

Do you enjoy singing?  Consider joining the 

chancel choir!  Rehearsals, beginning on September 5, are 

on Thursday evenings from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. in the choir room 

(looking over Molly Grove Chapel). We always welcome new 

singers and those interested in finding out more about our 

music ministry. You can email Megan at 

megan.higle@gmail.com or give her a call at 248-320-4578. 



Bells of First     
 

Our handbell choir is beginning their season on Monday, August 26. 
We meet Monday evenings from 6:45 -8:00 pm. in the choir room 
above the Molly Grove Chapel. We welcome new members, either 
music readers or those willing to learn.  
 
This fall Mitchell Eithun will be a guest conductor while Dave and 
Karen are working in Uganda. Mitchell is a PhD candidate at MSU who is already a composer of 
several handbell works. His mother, Sandra Eithun, is a well known composer of handbell music. 
Mitchell is an enthusiastic ringer who will bring some new ideas to our group. Please consider  joining 
us!    ~  Karen Viele 





  

LANSING CHILDREN’S 

CHOIR 

The Lansing Children’s Choir is accepting 

registrations for new and returning 

singers!  Rehearsals are on Wednesdays in Molly 

Grove Chapel.   

Our FIRST rehearsal is on Wednesday, 

September 11. 

        Lansing Trebles (ages 8 - 13, unchanged voices)            4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 

        Lansing Youth Chorale (ages 13 - 18, changed voices)    5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

 Register your child today!  www.lansingchildrenschoir.org  “Like” us on Facebook!  See Megan 

Higle or Ben English with any questions. 
 

mailto:megan.higle@gmail.com
http://www.lansingchildrenschoir.com/
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MUSIC NOTES  
 
 

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, calls for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s redeeming love. 

 
Leaning out into faith.  Reaching out to ask for help. 
 
Two items that are always difficult for anyone to actually do. So, here I am, mustering up the 
courage to say to my First Presbyterian family that the Music Ministry needs not just your 
encouraging words, attentive listening and heartfelt appreciation, but we also need 
your continued financial support. 
 

 Only a last bit of fundraising needs to be done to bring the gift of music through our 
denomination’s newest hymnal edition (we are only $1000 away from our $6000 
goal) 

 Section Leader Fund (enables us to hire students to sing in our chancel choir)  

 “Sunday Songs and Swing” with the Boogie Woogie Kid on Sunday, October 27 

 “Christmas for Jazz Lovers” concert with the Paul Keller Ensemble on Friday, 
December 13 

 Continuing to grow our choral library with larger works, newer anthems and 
liturgically appropriate music for the 70+ anthems the chancel choir presents in a 
season. 

 
Be sure to list on the memo line of your check the item you are supporting – e.g. “New 
hymnals” – or, if making a generalized gift that can be used where needed most, “Music 
Ministry.”  We thank you for any extra mile giving donations you are able to make to 
these worthy projects.   

 
Some of the hymns that we will sing while support each other in our ministry: 

Change My Heart, O God; Come, Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing; All People That On 
Earth Do Dwell; Take My Life; There Is A Place of Quiet Rest; Lead On, O King Eternal 
 

Some of the choral anthems that will be offered in prayer and praise includes: 
“Joyful Noise” by Pepper Choplin; “Softly and Tenderly” arr by Bob Burroughs; “There 
Is A Balm in Gilead” arr by William L. Dawson; “On Eagle’s Wings” arr by Douglas E. 
Wagner 
 

The staff and volunteers that work to organize and present our best for God each and every 
Sunday, continue to pray that your worship is enriched by the musical talents of our 
congregation. 
 
Blessings, 
Megan Higle 
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The Harvest Table 

The Harvest table will be placed in the Hall of 

Pioneers, until the first frost. A sign, “Deacons’ 

Harvest Table,” will be on the table, with a basket 
for the cash donations.  Please place your 

donations of Flowers & Vegetables on the table.  

When taking items, please leave your cash 
donation for the garden items in the basket. The 

money goes to the Deacons Fund to assist others in need.  The Deacons thank 

you in advance! 

 





Boomers and Beyond!    

Boomers and Beyond will meet for lunch at 12:00 noon in the 
church parlor on Wednesday, September 4, 2019. Come join us 
for a light lunch and conversations with friends both old and new. 
We are always happy to see new faces so don’t be shy! 

 

THE CELEBRATION CLUB OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

The Birthday and Anniversary Club is a way of expressing any special event or time in your 

life that you would like to remember by making a contribution to the Celebration Club.  The 

donation you give will be used to help build up our Endowment Fund.  

 

Donors in 2019:  Carole Orth, Todd Hendy, Erika Hendy, Abigail Hendy, Madison Hendy, 

Bessie Roper, Jim and Emma Lou Knight,  Judy Hartgerink, Russ and Sue Jenks, Jim and Deb 

Donaldson, Roger and Laura Wilkinson, Mary Lou and Chuck Gebhardt 

 

Total received in 2019:                            $794.00  

Total received 2007 – 6/30/19:          $31,990.71 
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CONVERSATIONS ON    

RACE, 2019! 

Important update with DATE CHANGE! 

As we continue our "Conversation on Race" initiative, this year we as a church family will 

approach our understanding and learning through both a film and a book. The book will 

be Between the World and Me, by Ta-nehisi Coates. Last year we were challenged by 

Debbie Irving in "Waking Up White" to learn the story of race in the American experience 

through new awakenings. This year's offering is giving us a perspective from the view of an 

African American family's experiences.  

The film will be the PBS documentary "Reconstruction:  America After the Civil War", 

detailing the period in the U.S. during the first decade after the Civil War and beyond. The film 

is suggested to enhance our historical link and understand the powerful role of culture and 

norms on how we currently view our diversity and our oneness.  

 

"Reconstruction" is a four-hour 

documentary, and there will be time to view 

and discuss the film in the fall. The 

viewings will take place in two, two-hour sessions, October 4 and 11, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., in the 

chapel. The discussion of the film will be on Sunday, October 27 as the Adult Forum 

topic that week. 

 

Between the World and Me will be the focus topic for Session in October, 

and the culmination discussion will be on Sunday, November 10 during 

an all-church luncheon after worship. More information will be provided as 

the dates get closer. 

 

You may also view the film in a variety of methods. The film can be 

accessed if you are a PBS Passport member, via YouTube, or through 

the public library. The church also has a copy available. The church library has 

multiple copies available of Between the World and Me for check-out, and they will be 

on display and available for checkout at our traditional Deacons’ Tailgating activity in 

September. 

For more information or suggestions, please contact Pastor Stan or Willye Bryan, 

entpeople@yahoo.com. 

mailto:%20ENTPEOPLE@YAHOO.COM.
mailto:%20ENTPEOPLE@YAHOO.COM.
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Everyone is invited to meet with us in the 
church parlor for discussion of interesting 
books. 
 

 
Tuesday   September 3   7:00 p.m. 

Evicted: Poverty & Profit in the American City  by Matthew Desmond  
 
Princeton sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond follows eight 
families in Milwaukee as they struggle to keep a roof over their heads. Hailed as 
“wrenching and revelatory” (The Nation), “vivid and unsettling” (New York Review 
of Books), Evicted transforms our understanding of poverty and economic 
exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving one of 21st-century America’s 
most devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of 
the centrality of home, without which nothing else is possible.  This book has been 
selected for the 2019 One Book, One Community program, and  Matthew Desmond 

will visit August 25, 6:30 p.m. at the East Lansing Hannah Center, as well as Monday, August 26, 9:00 
a.m. at the Jack Breslin Student Events Center.  Discussion led by Sharon Carr. 
 
Tuesday   October 1   7:00 p.m. 
For Better, For Worse  by Barbara Edema 
 
In this fourth book of the Pastor Maggie Series, Maggie finds herself 
challenged in unmanageable ways. It is the summer of 2016 and a 
national election is driving the country, the city of Cherish, and Loving 
the Lord Community Church into splintered factions.  Maggie tries to 
guide her discordant flock but careens from one crisis to another.  She 
is also working with Darcy Keller, owner of the Quick Mix Corporation, 
to resettle a refugee family from Syria.  There are many surprises, big 
changes for Jack and Maggie, and fun new characters to bring needed 
reminders of all the good that happens in a community where love and 
kindness reign.   Discussion led by the author, Barbara Edema. 
 
Tuesday, November 5   7:00 p.m. 

Educated: A Memoir  by Tara Westover.   
Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom.  Born to 
survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, her father forbade hospitals, so Tara 
never saw a doctor or nurse. The family was so isolated from mainstream 
society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education.  So, 
Tara began to educate herself, teaching herself enough mathematics and 
grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young University.  Her quest for 
knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to 
Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too 
far, if there was still a way home.  Discussion led by Linda Diepenhorst. 
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Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and 

Chocolate 

The Presbyterian Coffee Project helps 
small-scale farmers in Latin America, Africa, Asia and the U.S. as they build a better future 
for themselves and their families.  Through the project, farmers earn a fair price for 
their products, have access to affordable credit, and gain a long-term trading 
partner they can trust, a Fair Trade Organization called Equal Exchange.  With your 
support, these communities invest in education, health care, and agricultural 
improvements.  Fair Trade coffee, tea and chocolate is available to you to buy after 
church in Litten Hall.  

    
LinK NEWS 

 
The Eastside LINK group will meet on Sunday, September 22 around 12:30-1:00 
(after Adult Forum) at the Grand Traverse Pie Company in the Brookfield Plaza in 
East Lansing. We have the small side room reserved. Come for a late breakfast, order 
lunch or just enjoy a beverage and pie with us! Let’s think about what we want to do for 
the rest of the year. We did not meet in July or August due to vacations and visitors. 
Please R.S.V.P. to Karen by Thursday, September 19 so tables can be arranged. Hope 
you can make it! 
 

Our DeWitt/ Northeast Lansing LINK September meeting will be breakfast at the Bob 

Evans on Old US-27 in DeWitt at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 21. Time to have 

our usual great time and to do some planning.  

 

Grand Ledge/West Delta LINK will be holding its monthly LINK breakfast at Dimitri's 

Restaurant on Saginaw Hwy. in Delta Township on September 14, at 9:00 a.m.  Join us!! 

 

SOUTH DELTA LINK will meet for breakfast on Saturday, September 21 (the third Saturday) 
at 9:00 a.m. at Dimitri’s. 
 
HOME Link will resume its third Saturday gathering time in September.  We'll meet 

Saturday, September 21 @ Delhi Cafe @ 9:00 a.m.  See you then! 
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TLC 
Thursday, September 12, 2019  -  1:00 PM 
TLC will meet on Thursday, September 12 at 1:00 p.m.   

We are going to Family Tree Cafe.  It is located at 129 
½ S. Bridge St. in Dewitt.  
 
Please call Judy Hartgerink (484-5177) for reservations or information.  This is a special time of 
fellowship for women in the church.  We would love to have you join us for good food and 
fellowship. 
 



 

FPC MEN’S GROUP   

 

A golf outing is scheduled for the men of the church on Wednesday, September 11 in the 
morning at Ironwood Golf Links Course in Mason. An additional 9 holes can be played as an 
option. Please contact Ron O'Connor (517 775-0597) if you are interested or planning on 
participating. 

We will do trash pick-up at our assigned "Adopt a Highway" location on Wednesday 
morning, September 25. We will meet at the church by 9:30 a.m. "Many hands make for light 
work," so if you can help with the trash pick-up, please contact Brian Koon 
(b.koon@comast.net or 886-9801). 

SAVE THE DATE!   We will have a day trip to the Air Zoo Museum in Kalamazoo on 
Wednesday, October 23. We will have lunch either at the museum or somewhere else. 
Please RSVP to Brian Koon. 

 









  
 

 

 

  

Pastor:  Rev. Stanley Jenkins   Church Administrator:  Tracy Weldon 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Charles Herrick Custodian:  Adam Weldon 
Pastoral Care Assistant:     Director of Music:  Megan Higle 

Christine DeYonke   Organist:  Sergei Kvitko 
Director of Congregational Life &  Director of Bell Choir:  Karen Viele 
Community Outreach:  Sallie Campbell Sunday Morning Host:  David Jackson 
Director of Christian Education:                       Child Care Staff:  Abigail Grill and 

Kathleen Banghart     Heather Pollok 
         
 

mailto:b.koon@comast.net
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2ND ANNUAL CRACKED POT CLAY 

STUDIO TOUR – Kathe Smith 

If you enjoy handmade pottery, you will 
be interested in The Cracked Pot Studio 
Tour happening this month. This event 
takes place on Saturday, September 21 
and Sunday, September 22 from  
10:00 a.m. until 5:00 .pm.  

 
Ceramic artists from across Michigan join 11 amazing private art studios which 
are nestled among gardens, woods and wetlands. Our own Kathe Smith will be 
displaying her work! You will find her in the Red Barn in Williamston (north on 
Zimmer).  For tour information go to:  thecrackedpotstudiotour@gmail.com. 
 










2019 FLOWER CALENDAR     
 
Signing up to provide the flowers for worship on 
any given Sunday is a wonderful way to enhance 
our worship service, and to remember/ celebrate/ 
honor special events and the people we love.  It’s 
easy!  Just put your name on the date of your choice on the Flower 
Calendar located in the hallway next to the parlor door, and send/ 
give a check to the church office for the $50 cost.  (Please put 
“flowers” on the memo line of your check.)   
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FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

The First Presbyterian Food Pantry would like donations of 
grocery size plastic bags (we thought we would never run 
out - but we have), laundry detergent ( the Dollar stores 
have a good size), liquid dishwashing soap (the Dollar stores 
have a good size), paper towels and facial tissue (aka 
Kleenex). Our pantry is also looking for a few people to be on call as alternates when regulars 
cannot work their chosen day. 
 
You will be trained on the use of the phone system, check in procedures, and leading 
customers/clients through the pantry “store”. Vacations, doctor appointments and other 
events do occasionally take our volunteers away from their weekly commitment. Rather than 
be short staffed, it would help to always have a full complement of volunteers to serve 
people visiting our pantry. We have had a very active pantry during the summer months. 
Volunteers have reported seeing as many as 17 people in one day! It is worth your time and 
energy to help serve the hungry in our community. To our regular volunteers, your time with 
us is so appreciated. To newcomers, we welcome your assistance. Thank you. The Food Pantry 

Board 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

9/01  Nasim Namy        
9/02  Marilyn Rye     9/11  Bruce Poland 
9/03  Jean Hopkins    9/12  Peggy Whitman  
9/03  Nancy Duncan    9/12  Josef Snyder  
9/03  Don Heck     9/14  Russ Jenks 
9/03  David Jackson    9/14  Barb Edema 
9/03  Archer Sirmeyer    9/15  Connie Heck    
9/04  Verina Thornton    9/17  Tessa Bockes  
9/05  John Metzger    9/18  Stan Jenkins 
9/05  Dan Hengstebeck    9/21  Rio Hughes    
9/05  Jack Drew     9/23  Jacob Fawaz  
9/06  Bryse Friess     9/24  Atticus Sirmeyer   
9/06  Talia Makhoul    9/24  Elijah Layne    
9/07  Sophia Mackoul    9/27  Judy Hartgerink 
9/08  Sharon Johnson    9/28  Pam Taliaferro   
9/10  Bryon Bockes      
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

 

MANY HAPPY RETURNS to Jean Hopkins  on her 

94th  birthday on September 3, to Verina Thornton  

on September 4  for her 91st birthday, and to Peg 

Whitman on September 12  for her 89th ! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Jerry and Beverley Bockes on their 61st  wedding 
anniversary on September 6, and to Roger and Laura Wilkinson on their 62nd  
anniversary on September 8! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Jean Dietrich upon the birth of 2 great grandchildren!  

Cleo Browne was born to Christy and Nigel Browne in Atlanta, Georgia, on June 13.  
On August 8, Gene Theodore Forte’ was born to Michelle and Sheldon Forte’  also in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  Both Christy and Michelle are Mark Dietrich’s daughters. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to our favorite church administrator, Tracy Weldon, and her family! 
Granddaughter Addison (Addie) Mae Leilani Weldon was born August 5 to Adam and 
Arielle.  Grandma Tracy is over the moon! 
 
Hospitalized: Jean Jones, Jack Fuller, Bob Hughes, Jean Hopkins 

 September 1 September 8 September 15 September 22 September 29 

 
Liturgists 

   
Geoff Blair                       

 
Bethanne Jenks 

Jackie 
Blankenship 

 
Josephine Powers 

 
Joel Layne 

 

Videographers 

 

XXXXXXX 

 

Rich Blankenship 

 

Bryse Friess 

 

Russ Jenks 

 

Charlie Phillips 

Greeters:   

 Chapel 

    Bev and Charlie 

Phillips 
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Sunday, September 1    
10:00 a.m.   Morning Worship/ Communion 
                Deacon offering received  
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
Monday, September 2  LABOR DAY             

Church office closed 
Tuesday, September 3  
9:30 a.m.    Staff meeting – Library 
12:10 p.m.   Yoga  
5:00 p.m.     CROP Bag night- Litten Hall 
5:30 p.m.    Adult Forum committee – Library 
6:00 p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.    LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.   Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall  
7:00 p.m.    Book Group – Parlor 
Wednesday, September 4 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
Noon         Boomers and Beyond lunch- Parlor 
2:30 p.m.    Building & Grounds meeting - Library 

6:00 p.m.     Mid-Michigan Photo Club – Litten Hall 

6:00 p.m.     Yoga 
6:30 p.m.    Mission Committee – Library 
Thursday, September 5 
11:00 a.m-1   NWI Food Distribution- Kitchen 
5:00 p.m.     Global Institute of Lansing Board  
6:30 p.m.     CROP Rally- Litten Hall 
5:30 p.m.      Yoga 
7:00 p.m.     Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, September 6 
6:00 p.m.    Yoga 
Saturday, September 7 
Sunday, September 8 
10:00 a.m.     Morning Worship in Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m.    Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 

Tailgate  
Monday, September 9 
10:00 a.m.   Staff meeting – Library 
3:30 p.m.    Personnel Committee meeting 
6:00p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:45 p.m.    Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, September 10 
12:10 p.m.   Yoga  
5:30 p.m.    Worship Committee  -  Library 
6:00 p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.     LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.     Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall 
Wednesday, September 11 
10:30 a.m.   Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:15--6:45pm  Lansing Children’s Choir- Choir Rm 
6:00 p.m.     Yoga 
6:30-7:30 pm  MI Pride meeting - Library  
7:00 p.m.     Deacons meeting 
 
 
 

Thursday, September 12 
11:00 a.m.-1  NWI Bread  Distribution - Kitchen 
1:00 p.m.     TLC Luncheon Group 
5:30 p.m.      Yoga 
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, September 13 
6:00 p.m.       Yoga 
Saturday, September 14 
Sunday, September 15 
10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship  
11:00 a.m.   Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
                   Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.   Adult Forum – Reception Room 
Monday, September 16 
10:00 a.m.  Staff meeting – Library 
5:30 p.m.    Yoga 
6:30 p.m.   Nicaragua Partnership - Library 
6:30 p.m.    LanSINGout Board meeting - Chapel 
6:00p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:45 p.m..       Bells of First rehearsal 
Tuesday, September 17 
12:10 p.m.    Yoga 
1:00 p.m      ACTION meeting - Library 
6:00 p.m.    Mid-Mich. Photo Club Officer’s - 

Library 
6:00 p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.      LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.     Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall 
Wednesday, September 18 
10:30 a.m.   Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
1:30 p.m.      Mayor’s Interfaith Committee-Litten Hall 

4:15 p.m.-6:45 Lansing Children’s Choir - Choir Rm  
7:00 p.m.     Session meeting 
Thursday, September 19 
11:00 a.m-1  NWI Food Distribution- Kitchen 
5:30 p.m.      Yoga 
6p-8            Greater Lansing Quilt Guild- Litten Hall  

6:00 p.m.    Lansing Area Human Rights Board-Library 

7:00 p.m.     Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, September 20 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Saturday, September 21 
Sunday, September 22   
10:00 a.m.    Morning Worship           
11:00 a.m.   Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
                     Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.   Adult Forum – Reception Room 
3:30 p.m.    Advent House meal 
Monday, September 23   
10:00 a.m.    Staff meeting – Library 
6:00p.m.-9  Global Institute of Lansing class 
5:30 p.m.       Yoga 
6:45 p.m..    Bells of First rehearsal 
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Tuesday, September 24 
12:10 p.m.    Yoga  
6:00 p.m.-9   Global Institute of Lansing class  
6:30 p.m.     ACTION Board meeting- Library 
6:30 p.m.      LanSingOut rehearsal – Chapel 
6:30 p.m.     Bagpipers rehearsal – Litten Hall 
Wednesday, September 25 
10:30 a.m.  Lectionary Bible Study – Library  
4:15 p.m.-6:45  Lansing Children’s Choir - Choir Room 
6:00 p.m.      Yoga 
Thursday, September 26 
11:00 a.m.-1 NorthWest Initiative Bread Distribution.- kitchen 
5:30 p.m.    Yoga 
7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir rehearsal 
Friday, September 27   
6:00 p.m.     Yoga 
Saturday, September 28 
9:00 a.-m.-4   Refugee Advocacy Workshops - all rooms 
Sunday, September 29   
10:00 a.m.   Morning Worship/ 2 Cents a Meal Offering received / Bells          
11:00 a.m.   Education for 4 yrs. thru 12th Grade 
                   Fellowship Hour – Litten Hall 
11:20 a.m.    Adult Forum – Reception Room 
3:00 p.m.     Lansing Symphony - Chapel 
Monday, September 30 
10:00 a.m.   Staff meeting – Library 
5:00 p.m.    NorthWest Initiative Cooking class - Kitchen 
5:30 p.m.     Yoga 
6:00p.m.-9 Global Institute of Lansing class 
6:45 p.m.     Bells of First rehearsal 
 
 
 

 

The October newsletter deadline is September 15.   

Please be advised there is less “wiggle” room this month for when 

articles are received, as the editor will be out of town 9/23-27!   Please 

send your articles to Kathy Banghart, kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org 

as close to September 15 as possible.  Thank you!   

 

 

mailto:kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org

