SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
April 26, 2020 10:00 a.m.
3rd Sunday of Easter
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

CALL TO WORSHIP

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
OPENING HYMN

As the sun set over the village of Emmaus, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and
gave it to his friends.
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.
Today we gather around table, font and pulpit – hoping, trusting to behold the risen Lord.
May our eyes be open to recognize Jesus in our midst.
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine! (GTG #839)

Megan Higle

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Kathy Banghart
Living Lord, by the power of your Spirit, you are present among us. Yet, like the first disciples, we fail
to see you in our midst. We do not realize you are walking beside us. We do not notice you in everyday
encounters, for we are distracted by daily labors and consumed by our own concerns. We do not
recognize you on our streets or at our tables, for our expectations are too limited to imagine all the
ways you dwell among us. Open our eyes to perceive you in our midst, so that – seeing you clearly –
we might follow you faithfully…(silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Sallie Campbell
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
I love the Lord, because he has heard
my voice and my supplications.
2
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3
The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
4
Then I called on the name of the Lord:
“O Lord, I pray, save my life!”
What shall I return to the Lord
for all his bounty to me?
13
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord,
14
I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.
15
Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his faithful ones.
16
O Lord, I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.
You have loosed my bonds.
17
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the Lord.
18
I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,
19
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord!
Leader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC
GOSPEL LESSON
13

“Oceans (Where Feet May Fall)” by Hillsong United
Luke 24:13-35

Sallie Campbell

Ashley Wright
Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from

Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing

him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still,
looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth,[c] who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to
death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it
is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them,
“Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
28

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they

urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So, he
went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They
said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us[f] while he was talking to us on the road, while he
was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found
the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he
has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known
to them in the breaking of the bread.
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
When the Poor Ones (GTG #762)
(see next page)

Megan Higle

PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
(You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy
Spirit evermore; praise Triune god, whom we adore. Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Life in Christ is life eternal. The resurrection of Jesus is the sign that God will consummate the
work of creation and reconciliation beyond death and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in
Christ.
HYMN

What Shall I Render to the Lord (GTG #655)

Megan Higle

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)

Megan Higle

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko
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