SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
May 17, 2020 10:00 a.m.
6th Sunday of Easter
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

CALL TO WORSHIP

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
OPENING HYMN

O people, praise our God – the Artist of creation, the Lord of heaven and earth.
We worship our Maker with resounding praise!
In God we live and move and have our being: it is the Lord who gives us life and breath.
God has kept us among the living and not let our feet slip.
God formed all people to seek the Lord; indeed, our Creator is never far away.
Bless the Lord, who is faithful to us!
Come, Thou Almighty King (GTG #2)

Megan Higle

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Kathy Banghart
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments,” you said. And in the same breath, you promised an
Advocate would come to us. You, Lord, were faithful to your promise. But we – we have broken your
law of love. We have hoarded resources, rather than feeding your sheep. We have stoked competition,
rather than kneeling at others’ feet. We have kept silent, rather than testifying to our belief. For not
showing our love for you by loving one another, forgive us. Help us obey your commandments and
keep us ever faithful to your Word by the power of your Spirit, who abides with and among us. … (silent
prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Sallie Campbell
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
8

Bless our God, O peoples,
let the sound of his praise be heard,

9

who has kept us among the living,
and has not let our feet slip.

10

For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.

11

You brought us into the net;
you laid burdens on our backs;

12

you let people ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;

yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.
13

I will come into your house with burnt offerings;
I will pay you my vows,

14

those that my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.

15

I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;

I will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah
16

Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for me.

17

I cried aloud to him,
and he was extolled with my tongue.

18

If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.

19

But truly God has listened;
he has given heed to the words of my prayer.

20

Blessed be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me.

Leader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 66:8-20

Sallie Campbell

SPECIAL MUSIC “Heaven’s Temple Lamb” by Krista Botting

Krista Botting, soloist; Gwen Botting, piano

Born for us, to save from stable to grave, adored by wisemen, by starlight found him,
Mary’s infant son, His work on earth done, Heaven’s Temple lamb, Fully God and fully
man.
A boy in the temple, hearing men tremble, in awe of a child, on whom Heaven smiled, a
man in the desert, the devil can’t subvert, Heaven’s Temple lamb, fully God and fully
man.
This Holy Son gives life, healing sin, mending strife, with His final breath, restore all with
his death, can I pay for this? A great Celestial gift, Heaven’s temple lamb, fully God and
fully man.
GOSPEL LESSON

John 14:15-21

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will
be in you.
15

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see
me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them.”
18

SERMON

One in the Spirit

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN

They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love (GTG #300)

Megan Higle

PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
(You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy
Spirit evermore; praise Triune god, whom we adore. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Life in Christ is life eternal. The resurrection of Jesus is the sign that God will consummate the
work of creation and reconciliation beyond death and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in
Christ.
HYMN

Lord, I Want to Be a Christian (GTG #729)

Megan Higle

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko
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