SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
June 21, 2020 10:00 a.m.
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

CALL TO WORSHIP

Greg Botting

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
OPENING HYMN

To you, O Lord, we lift our souls; to you we offer our lives.
For you are good and forgiving, and abounding in steadfast love.
In heaven, on earth, there is none like you. Your works are beyond compare.
For you are great; you work wonders. You alone are God.
Baptized in Water (GTG #482)

Megan Higle

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Greg Botting
“Do not fear,” you tell us. But we cower before threats to our comfort and security, not trusting your
promise to care for us nor boldly stepping forward in faith. “Take up the cross,” you tell us. But we live
as though death still holds dominion, and refuse to take risks for the sake of the gospel; we fail to
challenge powers that diminish and principalities that destroy. Forgive us, Lord. Help us to live with
you and for you. Make us worthy to bear the name of Christ…. (silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Greg Botting
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Greg Botting
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18

Greg Botting

It is for your sake that I have borne reproach,
that shame has covered my face.
8

I have become a stranger to my kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.

9

It is zeal for your house that has consumed me;
the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.

10

When I humbled my soul with fasting
they insulted me for doing so.

16

Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.

17

Do not hide your face from your servant,
for I am in distress—make haste to answer me.

18

Draw near to me, redeem me,
set me free because of my enemies.

Leader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC
GOSPEL LESSON

Matthew 10:24-39

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master;

Rev. Stanley Jenkins
25

it is enough for the disciple to be like the

teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more
will they malign those of his household!
26

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not

become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from
the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy
both soul and body in hell.

29

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground

apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of
more value than many sparrows.
32

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in

heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.
34

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
35

For I have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
36

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

37

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more

than me is not worthy of me; 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of
me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

GREENING OF THE CROSS
Greening of the Cross is our opportunity to welcome summer and all the good things that come from the
reawakening of the earth. Even as we are surrounded by COVID-19, racial injustice, challenges in leadership
and all manner of difficulty, the flowers are blooming; the birds have returned to sing, nest and raise their
young; the grass is green, growing and needing to be mowed. There are positive things all around us if we just
have the eyes and ears to look and hear. Our God is asking us to be beauty and joy for our world just as God
created it to be.
HYMN

Great is Thy Faithfulness (GTG #39)

Megan Higle

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Gwen Botting

(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
(You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for
the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and
will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints
called from the entire human family. We believe that God has entrusted the church with the
message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of
the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a
peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the
new earth in which righteousness dwells. We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the
one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. We believe that, in
obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these
things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and
suffering be the consequence.
(Excerpts from Confession of Belhar, Book of Confessions)
HYMN

Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (GTG #718)

Megan Higle

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko
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