SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
June 28, 2020 10:00 a.m.
4th Sunday after Pentecost
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

CALL TO WORSHIP

Josephine Powers

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
OPENING HYMN

Come from the fields of your daily labors, return from the journeys that have taken you
far from home – come, here is rest and renewal.
We gather, hearts ready to receive God’s life-giving Word.
Come to this table, where all find welcome, and this font, where grace overflows – come
into the presence of the Living Lord.
We come to praise God – the sender and the sent.
My Song Forever Shall Record (GTG #48)

Megan Higle

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Josephine Powers
God, you send us as prophets to proclaim your coming reign. You send us out as witnesses to
embody your justice, kindness, and mercy. Yet we shrink from your call to serve as messengers of
your kingdom. We cling to safe surroundings and turn from the demands of discipleship. Forgive us,
we pray. Embolden us and send us again as heralds of your good news…. (silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Josephine Powers
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen.

RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Josephine Powers
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Psalm 13

How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
2

How long must I bear pain in my soul,
and have sorrow in my heart all day long?

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?
3

Consider and answer me, O LORD my God!
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death,

4

and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”;
my foes will rejoice because I am shaken.

5

But I trusted in your steadfast love;
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.

6

I will sing to the LORD,
because he has dealt bountifully with me.

Leader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Softly and Tenderly”

Christopher Venetis

SECOND LESSON

Genesis 22: 1-14

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and
set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up
and saw the place far away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I
will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on
together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and
the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together.
9

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in

order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his

hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to
him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place “The LORD will provide”; as
it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
SERMON
HYMN

Rev. Stanley Jenkins
How Long, O Lord (GTG #777)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Megan Higle

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
(You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for
the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and
will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints
called from the entire human family. We believe that God has entrusted the church with the
message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of
the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a
peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the
new earth in which righteousness dwells. We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the
one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. We believe that, in
obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these
things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and
suffering be the consequence.
(Excerpts from Confession of Belhar, Book of Confessions)
HYMN

Lift Every Voice and Sing (GTG #339)

Megan Higle

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko
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