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WELCOME   Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE    Megan Higle 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP          Josephine Powers 
   
 Leader: Come to me, Jesus says. All who are weary. 

People: come to me. 
Leader: And you, who carry heavy loads, 
People: come to me. 
Leader: For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  
People: Let us draw near to Jesus, whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (GTG #611)  Megan Higle 
This well-known melody was created to provide a choral setting for J.C.F. Shiller’s poem “An die Freude” (To Joy), 
as the final movement of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. The author of the text, a prominent Presbyterian pastor and 
author, wrote the words with this tune in mind. 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION          Josephine Powers 
Merciful God, we fill our lives with comfort and convenience, distractions that consume our energy and 
time. We chase after wealth and power as if they could satisfy the hunger in our souls. But you beckon 
us toward new life, a life made rich through Sabbath and service. Free us from the yokes that bind us 
and draw us near to you, until we learn to walk with Christ…. (silent prayer)   
  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON         Josephine Powers 
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news 
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen. 



RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)       Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        Josephine Powers 
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so 
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON      Psalm 45:10-17     
Hear, O daughter, consider and incline your ear; 
    forget your people and your father’s house, 
11     and the king will desire your beauty. 
Since he is your lord, bow to him; 
12     the people of Tyre will seek your favor with gifts, 
    the richest of the people 13 with all kinds of wealth. 
The princess is decked in her chamber with gold-woven robes;  
14     in many-colored robes she is led to the king; 
    behind her the virgins, her companions, follow. 
15 With joy and gladness they are led along 
    as they enter the palace of the king. 
16 In the place of ancestors you, O king, shall have sons; 
    you will make them princes in all the earth. 
17 I will cause your name to be celebrated in all generations; 
    therefore the peoples will praise you forever and ever. 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “I Need Thee Every Hour” by John Ness Beck  WBC Virtual Choir 
       
 
GOSPEL LESSON          Song of Songs 2:8-13   Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
The voice of my beloved! 
    Look, he comes, 
leaping upon the mountains, 
    bounding over the hills. 
9 My beloved is like a gazelle 
    or a young stag. 
Look, there he stands 
    behind our wall, 
gazing in at the windows, 
    looking through the lattice. 



10 My beloved speaks and says to me: 
“Arise, my love, my fair one, 
    and come away; 
11 for now the winter is past, 
    the rain is over and gone. 
12 The flowers appear on the earth; 
    the time of singing has come, 
and the voice of the turtledove 
    is heard in our land. 
13 The fig tree puts forth its figs, 
    and the vines are in blossom; 
    they give forth fragrance. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, 
    and come away. 
 
SERMON           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
HYMN     Healer of Our Every Ill (GTG #795)    Megan Higle  

 



 
INVITATION TO GIVE         Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  (You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)         Megan Higle 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy Spirit 
 evermore; praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen. 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving          
  Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 
  Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader: … who forever sing to the glory of your name 
Sanctus 
 

          
  



Leader:  … Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith: 
 People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 
Invocation of Holy Spirit          
 
Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

              
Words of Institution           
 
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Responsive Prayer after the Supper         

Leader:  Holy Spirit, you have filled us with your life. 
  People:  Christ our Savior, you have embrace us in your love. 
  Leader:  God our Mother, you have fed us with your grace. 
  People:  Now send us out into your beloved world to share your life, your love, your  
    grace with all. 
  Leader: Blessing and honor and glory to you, holy, holy, holy Lord.  
  People: Amen.   
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for 
 the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and 
 will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints 
 called from the entire human family. We believe that God has entrusted the church with the 
 message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of 
 the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a 
 peacemaker,  that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the 
 new earth in which righteousness dwells. We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the 

one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. We believe that, in  
obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these 
things, even  though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and 
suffering be the consequence. (Excerpts from Confession of Belhar, Book of Confessions) 

   
 
HYMN       Where Armies Scourge the Countryside  (GTG #344)    Megan Higle 
 
The text (1995) for our sending hymn was written in response to several events: ethnic cleansing in the 
Balkans, the aftermath of the Oklahoma City bombing, revelations of child abuse, the general state of the 
world. For all such horrors, the only hope is the peace God offers. The tune name, PACE MIO DIO, means 
“Peace, my God”. 



 
 
BENEDICTION          Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
RESPONSE  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)     Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE           Megan Higle 
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