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WELCOME           Rev. Charles Herrick  
 
PRELUDE    “Ode To Joy”       Audrey Pollok 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP          Sherri DeMarco 
   
 Leader: God’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. 

People: We gather ‘round table, font, and pulpit to root ourselves in sacred story and grow 
  in faith. 
Leader: God’s teachings are our heritage; they bring joy to searching hearts.  
People: We gather in God’s presence to offer our thanks and praise! 
 

 
OPENING HYMN   O God in Whom All Life Begins  (GTG #308) Megan Higle 
Although it was written for the installation of a pastor, this text is really about the mutual ministry shared by all 
members of a worshipping community, both when they are gathered and when they go forth into the world. 
 



 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION          Sherri DeMarco 
God the Sower, we confess that we do not always live as people who obey your law. Sometimes, we 
are like rocky ground. We welcome your word when life is simple. But as soon as we face challenge, 
we forget your teachings and our faith withers. Sometimes, we are a thicket full of thorns. We clamor 
for more and step over the needy. Your word is choked out of our hearts. Forgive us, Lord. Let your 
Spirit work within and among us; make us good soil. Weed out our resistance and water us with your 
grace, that your word might grow within us and we might bear fruit for the sake of your kingdom.…. 
(silent prayer)   



  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON         Sherri DeMarco 
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news 
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen. 

 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)       Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        Sherri DiMarco 
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so 
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PSALM        Psalm 119:105-112    Sherri DeMarco 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

    and a light to my path. 
106 I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, 

    to observe your righteous ordinances. 
107 I am severely afflicted; 

    give me life, O Lord, according to your word. 
108 Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord, 

    and teach me your ordinances. 
109 I hold my life in my hand continually, 

    but I do not forget your law. 
110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, 

    but I do not stray from your precepts. 
111 Your decrees are my heritage forever; 

    they are the joy of my heart. 
112 I incline my heart to perform your statutes 

    forever, to the end. 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “Still Rolling Stones!” by Lauren Daigle   Ashley Wright  
    
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON          Genesis 25:19-34   Rev. Charles Herrick 
 

19 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty 

years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the 

Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, 



and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this 

way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her, 

 “Two nations are in your womb, 

      and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 

 the one shall be stronger than the other, 

      the elder shall serve the younger.” 

24 When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25 The first came out red, all his body 

like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s 

heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living in 

tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

 
29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 30 Esau said to 

Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, 

“First sell me your birthright.” 32 Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33 Jacob said, 

“Swear to me first.”[d] So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and 

lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 
 
SERMON  “Where Are We Now in God’s Big Picture?”    Rev. Charles Herrick 
 
 
HYMN     Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading (GTG #287)  Megan Higle   
Originally written for the uniting of the Lutheran churches in Tanzania, this prayerful hymn touches on the need 
of the whole church at all times for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and blessing. 
 
 
 



 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         Sallie Campbell 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 



 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO GIVE         Rev. Charles Herrick  
  (You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)         Megan Higle 

 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Rev. Charles Herrick  
 We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for 
 the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and 
 will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints 
 called from the entire human family. We believe that God has entrusted the church with the 
 message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of 
 the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a 
 peacemaker,  that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the 
 new earth in which righteousness dwells. We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the 

one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. We believe that, in  
obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these 
things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and 
suffering be the consequence. (Excerpts from Confession of Belhar, Book of Confessions) 
 



HYMN       Light Dawns on a Weary World (GTG #79)     Megan Higle 
This is a hymn whose tune came first. Upon hearing it, the author recalled the watered garden of Isaiah 58:11, 
which in turn let to Isaiah 55:12, paraphrased in the refrain. Then came the stanzas, organized around their 
first two words: Light dawns, Love grows, Hope blooms. 

 
BENEDICTION          Rev. Charles Herrick  
 
RESPONSE  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)     Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
POSTLUDE           Sergei Kvitko 
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