SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
July 19, 2020 10:00 a.m.
7th Sunday after Pentecost
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Rev. Charles Herrick
`

Sergei Kvitko
Christopher Venetis

We have come to worship the living God,
who knit us together when we were yet unnamed, and welcomes us with a
parent’s embrace.
We have come to worship the almighty God,
who searches us and knows our hearts, and still loves us completely.
We have come to worship the eternal God,
who seeks us wherever we are and shepherds us with a guiding hand.

OPENING HYMN
Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (GTG #403)
Megan Higle
In the first stanza “Zion” is not a general synonym for Jerusalem but a reference to the part of the city where the
Temple stood. It prepares the way for the interior temple of the heart in stanza two. The pre-existing tune is by a
prominent German Reformed hymnwriter.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Christopher Venetis
O Lord, you have searched us and known us. You know when we cultivate kindness and our lives bear
fruit that blesses the world. You know, too, when our words sow seeds of discord and our actions
choke out generosity and grace. When we produce more weed than wheat, forgive us. As we wait with
eager longing for your reign to be revealed in our midst, plant within us gifts of love and mercy, so that
we might live as children of the kingdom and bear fruit that enriches your harvest.…. (silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Christopher Venetis
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen.

RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Christopher Venetis
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PSALM

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2

You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.

3

You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.

4

Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.

5

You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.

6

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.

7

Where can I go from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?

8

If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.

9

If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,

10

even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.

11

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night,”

12

even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.

23

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my thoughts.

24

See if there is any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.

Christopher Venetis

Leader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
10

“Ubi Caritas” by Ola Gjeilo
Genesis 28:10-22

Kings Return
Rev. Charles Herrick

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night,

because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that
place. 12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord,
the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your
offspring; 14 and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and
to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in
your offspring. 15 Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this
land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob woke from his sleep
and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” 17 And he was afraid, and said, “How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”
18

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a

pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the
first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will
give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then
the Lord shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that
you give me I will surely give one-tenth to you.”

SERMON

“The Place and the Face of God”

Rev. Charles Herrick

HYMN
I Want Jesus To Walk With Me (GTG #775)
Megan Higle
The two equal phrases in each line suggest that this African American spiritual shares some characteristics of
work or field songs that were used to coordinate the efforts of slaves involved in tasks (road clear, ditch
digging, etc.) that needed combined rhythmic strokes.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(Prayers continue)

Sallie Campbell

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Charles Herrick
(You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Rev. Charles Herrick
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by
grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the
prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the
Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of
salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world the
Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and
Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to
work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we
strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we
rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.
(Excerpt from A Brief Statement of
Faith, 1983, Book of Confessions)

HYMN
Go, My Children, with My Blessing (GTG #547)
Megan Higle
Because this Welsh melody usually sets evening text, the author was asked to create one for use in the
daytime. His recasting of the Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6:22-27 imagines that passage as a benediction that
might be spoken by God at the conclusion of a worship service.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Charles Herrick

RESPONSE Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
POSTLUDE

Megan Higle
Sergei Kvitko
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