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WELCOME           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE            Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP          Pamela Davies   
 
 Leader: A tiny seed that burgeons into a majestic tree with branches that offer shelter and shade; 
   or yeast, hidden within a bushel of flour, that transforms the dough in due time: 

People: that is what the kingdom of heaven is like. 
Leader: We gather ‘round Jesus – our teacher and Lord – seeking wisdom and understanding,  
  longing for a foretaste of the kingdom of heaven.  
People: Let anyone with ears to hear listen! 
 

 
OPENING HYMN   Be Thou My Vision (GTG #450)   Megan Higle 
These stanzas are selected from a 20th-century English poetic version of an Irish monastic prayer dating to the 10th 
century or before. They are set to an Irish folk melody that has proved popular and easily sung despite its lack of 
repetition and its wide range. 



 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION          Pamela Davies 
God, your kingdom confounds us. You challenge our assumptions about right living and stretch our 
understanding of what holds worth. You reverse our expectations and reorder our priorities until they 
reflect your vision of well-being for all. Your kingdom surprises us with grace upon grace. But we cling 
to the values of this world, which privilege products over people, success over service, and 
competition for resources over the common good. Open us to new ways of living that embody your 
desire for creation and contribute to a commonwealth marked by justice and joy.…. (silent prayer)   
  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON         Pamela Davies 
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news 
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen. 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)       Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        Pamela Davies 
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so 
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
PSALM        Psalm 105:1-11    Pamela Davies 
 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 

    make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

    tell of all his wonderful works. 
3 Glory in his holy name; 

    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
4 Seek the Lord and his strength; 

    seek his presence continually. 
5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, 

    his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered, 
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham,[a] 

    children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 
7 He is the Lord our God; 

    his judgments are in all the earth. 
8 He is mindful of his covenant forever, 

    of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, 
9 the covenant that he made with Abraham, 

    his sworn promise to Isaac, 
10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 

    to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 
11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan 

    as your portion for an inheritance.” 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “Farewell to Stromness” by Peter Maxwell Davies  Karen Viele 
    
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52   Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
31 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and 

sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 



33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 

with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he 

goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great 

value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 

kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 

bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 

righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who 

has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure 

what is new and what is old.”  

 
SERMON           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
HYMN      What is the World Like (GTG #771)  Megan Higle   
This text and tune were written to conclude a hymn festival at the 2009 Annual Conference of The Hymn 
Society in the United States and Canada. Four parables frames both the festival and the hymn: the Mustard 
Seed, the Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, and the Ten Bridesmaids. 
 
 



 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         Sallie Campbell 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



INVITATION TO GIVE         Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  (You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)         Megan Higle 

 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for 
 the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and 
 will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints 
 called from the entire human family. We believe that God has entrusted the church with the 
 message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of 
 the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a 
 peacemaker,  that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the 
 new earth in which righteousness dwells. We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the 

one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. We believe that, in  
obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these 
things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and 
suffering be the consequence. (Excerpts from Confession of Belhar, Book of Confessions) 

 
 
HYMN       Give to the Winds Thy Fears  (GTG #815)     Megan Higle 
This text uses selected stanza from sixteen four-line English stanzas based on the original German text, which 
was twice as long. The German hymn was constructed as an acrostic on Martin Luther’s translation of Psalm 
37:5, and much of the spirit of the psalm is retained here. 



 
BENEDICTION          Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
RESPONSE  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)     Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
POSTLUDE           Sergei Kvitko 
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