SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
August 23, 2020 10:00 a.m.
12th Sunday after Pentecost
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

ANNOUCEMENTS

Bill Collins

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

CALL TO WORSHIP

Joseph Ross

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

As one body we have many members, each uniquely gifted for a particular purpose.
We, who are many, are one body in Christ.
Prophets and poets, thinkers and teachers, artists and advocates, consolers and
caregivers.
We, who are many, are one body in Christ.
With thanksgiving we offer our varied gifts in service to Christ, who makes us one.
Let us glorify the Lord!

OPENING HYMN
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (GTG #438)
Megan Higle
Though scholars discredit the story that this hymn was written when the author found shelter under a large rock
during a thunderstorm, the popular appeal of that conjecture perhaps lies in the energy of this plea and the vividness
of its imagery drawn from many biblical sources.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Joseph Ross
Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” We call you the Son of the Living God. But we do not trust
you to be at work in our world here and now. Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” You are the
Messiah, who delivers us from death to life. But we doubt your power to transform our lives. Jesus
asks, “Who do you say that I am?” We profess you are the Christ, the Lord of our lives. But our
attention often wanders and our loyalty is tested. Forgive us. Help us not only to proclaim you, but to
follow your way of justice and peace... (silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Joseph Ross
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Joseph Ross
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PSALM

Psalm 124

Joseph Ross

A Song of Ascents. Of David.
1

If it had not been the Lord who was on our side
—let Israel now say—

2

if it had not been the Lord who was on our side,
when our enemies attacked us,

3

then they would have swallowed us up alive,
when their anger was kindled against us;

4

then the flood would have swept us away,
the torrent would have gone over us;

5

then over us would have gone
the raging waters.

6

Blessed be the Lord,
who has not given us
as prey to their teeth.

7

We have escaped like a bird
from the snare of the fowlers;

the snare is broken,
and we have escaped.
8

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Leader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
8

Exodus 1:8 - 2:10

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite

people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will

increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 11 Therefore
they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and
Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the
Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the
Israelites, 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor.
They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
15

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other

Puah, 16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill
him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them,
“Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes
to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. 21 And
because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every
boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”
2 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and bore a
son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. 3 When she could hide him no
longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and
placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen
to him.
5

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She

saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child. He
was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7 Then his sister
said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for
you?” 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took
the child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as
her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
We All Are One in Mission (GTG #733)
Megan Higle
A Lutheran pastor wrote this text in response to a bishop’s letter that said, “Our mission is to touch the lives of
others with Christ’s love.” This theme is made stronger by recognizing that shared purposes do not require the
denial of diversity but are enriched by it.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(Prayers continue)

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for
the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and
will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints
called from the entire human family. We believe that God has entrusted the church with the
message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of
the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a
peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the
new earth in which righteousness dwells. We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the
one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. We believe that, in
obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these
things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and
suffering be the consequence.
(Excerpts from Confession of Belhar, Book of Confessions)

HYMN

May the God of Hope Go With Us (GTG #765)
three times (English, Spanish, English)

Megan Higle

This Argentine folk melody sets Spanish and English words, both created by a PC(USA) missionary with much
Latin American experience. The two versions complement each other: the Spanish text offering a prayer to
God, and the English one providing inspiration for the singers.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Nominating Committee is accepting nominations and self-nominations for
Session Elders (3 year term)
Board of Deacons (3 year term)
Nominating Committee (1 year term)
Audit Review Committee (1 year term)
Call or email Bill Collins (bill@pipercollins.com)
Or Linda Diepenhorst (dldiepenhorst@comcast.net)
“Judicial Reform: The Role of the Prosecutor” by Diane Hartmus
Join us on Wednesday, August 26 (via Zoom) as Associate Professor, Diane Hartmus, from Oakland
University Department of Political Science presents “Judicial Reform: The Role of the Prosecutor” as part of
our continued Converstaions on Race.

Deadline for articles/information to be included in the September First Epistle is Tuesday, August 25!
Email Kathy Banghart (kbanghart@lansingfirstpres.org)

All Church Read: Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
Book discussions will begin this fall. Coordinated by Willye Bryan

