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ANNOUCEMENTS          Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE            Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP          Steve Fitton 
 
 Leader: From whirlwind and burning bush, in still of night and in sheer silence -  

People: God calls the faithful to sacred work. 
Leader: Beckoning us to turn aside, inviting us to stand on holy ground -  
People: God welcomes the faithful into sacred space. 
Leader: Come, God is calling! 
People: Let us worship the Lord! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN   Praise God for This Holy Ground (GTG #405)  Megan Higle 
Although several passages in the Psalms come close to the wording of this refrain, none matches it exactly. The 
refrain serves as a summation of the stanzas, each of which is filled with multiple instances of God’s providential 
mercy, and all of them are worth pondering. 

 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION          Steve Fitton 
Compassionate God, who hears the cries of the oppressed, you call us to resist evil and hold 
fast to what is good, to take up the cross and commit our lives to the cause of love. But we are 
afraid to confront powers that privilege some and diminish others; we do not want to lose the 
security we enjoy. Forgive us. Open our ears to hear your voice, our eyes to look upon 
neighbors in need, and our hearts to respond with compassion, that we might follow the way 
of Christ.... (silent prayer)   



  
 
SSURANCE OF PARDON         Steve Fitton 
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays 
for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the 
good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen. 

 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)       Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        Steve Fitton 
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy 
Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 
PSALM        Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b   Steve Fitton 
 
1 O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 

    make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

    tell of all his wonderful works. 

3 Glory in his holy name; 

    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

4 Seek the Lord and his strength; 

    seek his presence continually. 

5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, 

    his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered, 

6 O offspring of his servant Abraham,  

    children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

23 Then Israel came to Egypt; 

    Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham. 

24 And the Lord made his people very fruitful, 

    and made them stronger than their foes, 

25 whose hearts he then turned to hate his people, 

    to deal craftily with his servants. 

26 He sent his servant Moses, 

    and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

45b Praise the Lord! 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               



People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “The Blessing” by Kari Jobe   University Lutheran 
Church, Lansing              
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON    Exodus 3:1-15   Rev. Stanley 
Jenkins 

3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 

the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not 

consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is 

not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 

bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the 

sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I 

am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses 

hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

7 Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 

cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver 

them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 

Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also 

seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 

Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring 

the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I 

who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 

mountain.” 

13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has 

sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to 

Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to 

you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your 

ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is 

my name forever, and this my title for all generations. 

SERMON          Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 



HYMN     Goodness is Stronger Than Evil  (GTG #750) Megan Higle  
Recognizing that this text arose from the years of apartheid in South Africa adds depth and 
resonance to its already confident language. Yet these words can also be read as a summary of 
Christ’s death and resurrection, the true basis of our hope that good will triumph over evil. 
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         Sallie Campbell 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 
(Prayers continue) 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE         Rev. Stanley 
Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)         Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Rev. Stanley 
Jenkins  We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects 
and cares for  the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the 
beginning of the world and  will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


church, the communion of saints  called from the entire human family. We believe that God 
has entrusted the church with the  message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; 
that the church is called to be the salt of  the earth and the light of the world, that the 
church is called blessed because it is a  peacemaker,  that the church is witness both 
by word and by deed to the new heaven and the  new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the 

one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. We believe that, in  
obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all 
these things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and 
punishment and suffering be the consequence. (Excerpts from Confession of Belhar, Book of 

Confessions) 
 

 
 
HYMN       Will You Come and Follow Me Us (GTG #726)     
Megan Higle 
The first four stanzas of this ballad-like hymn are understood to be in the voice of Christ, with the fifth reflecting 
the individuals singer’s response. Created for this traditional Scottish tune, the text was written to mark he 
conclusion of a youth volunteer’s time of ministry.  
 



 
BENEDICTION          Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
 
RESPONSE  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)     Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE           Sergei Kvitko 
 

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 

Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance 

 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Nominating Committee is accepting nominations and self-nominations for 

  Session Elders (3 year term) 

  Board of Deacons (3 year term) 

  Nominating Committee (1 year term) 

  Audit Review Committee (1 year term) 

 
 Call or email Bill Collins (bill@pipercollins.com) 
 Or Linda Diepenhorst (dldiepenhorst@comcast.net)  
 
 

 

All Church Read: Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 

 Book discussions will begin this fall. Coordinated by Willye Bryan 

 

 
Presbyterian Week of Action 

On August 28, 2020, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) will be joining #Give828, a national day of 

giving focused specifically on supporting Black benefiting organizations. #Give828 isn’t like other 

fundraising campaigns. This day takes place during Black Philanthropy Month and commemorates 

multiple important historical landmarks in Black American’s march toward freedom. 

 

Your Gifts to #Give828 will go to support leadership development for leaders of color by funding the 

Katie Geneva Cannon Scholarship and the Conference for Seminarians of Color. Donating to the 

campaign is one of the action steps you can take as a part of the Presbyterian Week of Action August 

24 -30.  

For more information on #Give828 and resources from PC(USA) please go to  

Week Of Action 
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