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ANNOUCEMENTS          Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE            Megan Higle 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP          Pamela Davies 
 
 Leader: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 

People: A family formed by faith, we gather to worship the Living Lord. 
Leader: Lifelong followers seeking sustenance, new disciples searching for grace - 
People: a family fashioned by faith, we gather to kneel before the Giver of Mercy. 
Leader: Children of God, come! 
People: The Lord gathers us in and calls us his own. Let us praise God! 
 

 
OPENING HYMN   God Welcomes All (GTG #399)  three times Megan Higle 
This “short song,” as the Iona Community calls it, can be especially effective as a means of setting a welcoming 
tone for a service (especially an ecumenical one). Like most such songs, it needs to be sung several times, adding 
and improving harmony with each repetition. 



 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION          Pamela Davies 
Holy One, there is much we must confess: When we discount another’s pain or overlook neighbors in 
distress, forgive us. When we choose all our words over compassionate impulses, forgive us. When 
we think others less deserving of grace and ration kindness as if it could be exhausted, forgive us. 
Have mercy upon us, Lord, and heal our brokenness so that every word and deed that proceeds from 
our hearts might glorify you...…. (silent prayer)   
  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON         Pamela Davies 
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news 
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen. 

 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)       Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        Pamela Davies 
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so 
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
PSALM        Psalm 133     Pamela Davies 
1 How very good and pleasant it is 

    when kindred live together in unity! 
2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 

    running down upon the beard, 



on the beard of Aaron, 

    running down over the collar of his robes. 
3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 

    which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the Lord ordained his blessing, 

    life forevermore. 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC         “Balm in Gilead”- African American Spiritual  Christopher Venetis 
    
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON    Genesis 45:1-15   Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send 

everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And 

he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Joseph said to his 

brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they 

at his presence. 

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, 

Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you 

sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two 

years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before 

you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who 

sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the 

land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me 

lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be 

near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you 

have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your 

household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother 

Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father how greatly I am honored 

in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell upon his brother 

Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon 

them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

SERMON          Rev. Stanley Jenkins 



 
HYMN     Hymn of Promise  (GTG #250)   Megan Higle   
The writing of this hymn was spurred by a line from the poet T.S. Eliot: “In my end is my beginning.” Shortly 
after this piece was completed, the author / composer’s husband was diagnosed with what proved to be a 
terminal malignancy, and the original anthem version of this hymn was sung at his funeral. 
 
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         Gwen Botting 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
 



LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO GIVE         Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)         Megan Higle 
 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy 
 Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for 
 the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and 
 will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints 
 called from the entire human family. We believe that God has entrusted the church with the 
 message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of 
 the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a 
 peacemaker,  that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the 
 new earth in which righteousness dwells. We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the 

one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. We believe that, in  
obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these 
things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and 
suffering be the consequence. (Excerpts from Confession of Belhar, Book of Confessions) 

 
 
HYMN       There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit (GTG #408)     Megan Higle 
This gospel hymn grew out of this African American author and composer’s intense experience of prayer with 
her interracial choir in Los Angeles one Sunday morning before worship. She recalled that sense of “a sweet, 
sweet Spirit” when she sat down at her piano the next day. 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION          Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
RESPONSE  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)     Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE           Megan Higle 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ANNOUCEMENTS 
 
Session Meeting – Wednesday, August 19 via Zoom (7:00 p.m.) 
 
 
All Church Read: Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
 Discussions in August via Zoom – coordinated by Willye Bryan 
   
 Thursday, August 20 – Movie Discussion 
 
 
Nominating Committee is accepting nominations and self-nominations for 
  Session Elders (3 year term) 
  Board of Deacons (3 year term) 
  Nominating Committee (1 year term) 
  Audit Review Committee (1 year term) 
 
 Call or email Bill Collins (bill@pipercollins.com) 
 Or Linda Diepenhorst (dldiepenhorst@comcast.net)  


