SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
August 9, 2020 10:00 a.m.
10th Sunday after Pentecost
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

ANNOUCEMENTS

Bill Collins

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE

“A Little Song, Op. 27, No.1” by Dmitri Kabalevsky

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Megan Higle
Geoff Blair

Children of God, come to the waters.
We gather to be restored and renewed.
Come, with your faith and your doubt.
We respond to the one who claims us and calls us.
Come, Christ summons us to draw near.
Let us worship God with joy and thanksgiving!

OPENING HYMN
God Is Calling through the Whisper (GTG #410)
Megan Higle
This wide-ranging text reminds us of the many surprising and urgent ways God calls to us, both to draw us near and
to send us forth. In the third line of music it is especially effective at harnessing the momentum of the phrases that
are each a note higher than the one before.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Geoff Blair
Lord, we long to draw close to you, but we are afraid. We are afraid to heed your summons, for we do
not know what awaits us when we step out in faith. We are wary of taking risks for your sake because
the forces of chaos seem stronger than your assurances to us. We worry that we will not have enough
faith in you or in the gifts you’ve given us to do the things you ask. Forgive us, Lord, and save us.
Reach out your hand and lift us from our fear that we might follow you faithfully..…. (silent prayer)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Geoff Blair
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Geoff Blair
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PSALM
1

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2

Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wonderful works.

3

Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

4

Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually.

5

Remember the wonderful works he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered,

6

O offspring of his servant Abraham,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

16

When he summoned famine against the land,
and broke every staff of bread,

17

he had sent a man ahead of them,
Joseph, who was sold as a slave.

18

His feet were hurt with fetters,
his neck was put in a collar of iron;

19

until what he had said came to pass,
the word of the Lord kept testing him.

20

The king sent and released him;
the ruler of the peoples set him free.

21

He made him lord of his house,
and ruler of all his possessions,

22

to instruct his officials at his pleasure,
and to teach his elders wisdom.

Geoff Blair

Leader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Turn, Turn, Turn” by Pete Seeger

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Genesis 37:1-28

Chrisann Lowe
Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 2 This is the story of the
family of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 3 Now Israel
loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made
him a long robe with sleeves. 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers,
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.
5

Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. 6 He said to them,

“Listen to this dream that I dreamed. 7 There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Suddenly my sheaf rose
and stood upright; then your sheaves gathered around it, and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to
him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion over us?” So they hated him even
more because of his dreams and his words.
9

He had another dream, and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have had another dream: the sun, the

moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his
father rebuked him, and said to him, “What kind of dream is this that you have had? Shall we indeed come, I
and your mother and your brothers, and bow to the ground before you?” 11 So his brothers were jealous of him,
but his father kept the matter in mind.
12

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13 And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not

your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 14 So
he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So
he sent him from the valley of Hebron.
He came to Shechem, 15 and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you
seeking?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17 The
man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his
brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18 They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they
conspired to kill him. 19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and
throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what
will become of his dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us
not take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay

no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. 23 So when Joseph
came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24 and they took
him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.
25

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their

camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26 Then Judah said to his
brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers
agreed. 28 When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him
to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
I Love to tell the Story (GTG #462)
Megan Higle
This text is drawn from the second part of a fifty-stanza poem on the life of Christ written in 1866, during the
author’s recovery from a serious illness. The tune named for her first appeared three years later, and the
composer was responsible for the creation of the refrain.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sallie Campbell

(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
(You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy
Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for
the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and
will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints
called from the entire human family. We believe that God has entrusted the church with the
message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of
the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a
peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the
new earth in which righteousness dwells. We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the
one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people. We believe that, in
obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do all these
things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and
suffering be the consequence.
(Excerpts from Confession of Belhar, Book of Confessions)

HYMN
Precious Lord, Take My Hand (GTG #834)
Megan Higle
This black gospel song, like much hymnody, sprang out of the author’s deep personal loss (the death of his
wife and newborn son), yet it has brought solace to many. He thought his fingers were playing new music, but
they unlocked a deep memory of a tune almost a century old.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Megan Higle
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