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ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE               Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                          Karen Viele 
 
 Leader:            Listen, O people, to holy teaching; tune your ears to hear God’s word. 

People:           We gather to proclaim our sacred story, to tell of God’s wondrous deeds. 
Leader:            Come, O people, into holy space to worship the Lord, our sustainer and guide. 
People:           Let us turn to God in prayer and praise. 

 
 
OPENING HYMN   Creator of the Stars of Night (GTG #84)   FPC Section Leaders 
The Latin original of this text for Advent dates from at least the 9th century, and the English version was 
created a millennium later as part of the 19th-century recovery of early Christian hymns. It is provided here with 
its traditional plainchant setting. 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                     Karen Viele 
Loving Lord, you desire that we have the same mind as Christ and imitate his compassionate service. 
But our minds are fixed on attitudes and ambitions that draw us away from you. We labor for ourselves 
and attend to the needs of a precious few before considering how our time and talents could bless the 
world. We look up to the rich and famous and overlook the lowly rather than affirming the dignity of all. 
Transform us, we pray. By your grace, give us the same mind and the same love as our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and work within us until our actions bear witness to the faith our actions bear witness to the 
faith our tongues confess... (silent prayer)   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                    Karen Viele 
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news 
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen. 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                     Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                        Karen Viele 
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so 
that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PSALM        Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16                                                     Karen Viele 
 

1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 
    incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; 
    I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
3 things that we have heard and known, 
    that our ancestors have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children; 



    we will tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, 
    and the wonders that he has done. 
 
12 In the sight of their ancestors he worked marvels 
    in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan. 
13 He divided the sea and let them pass through it, 
    and made the waters stand like a heap. 
14 In the daytime he led them with a cloud, 
    and all night long with a fiery light. 
15 He split rocks open in the wilderness, 
    and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. 
16 He made streams come out of the rock, 
    and caused waters to flow down like rivers. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM   “Ubi Caritas” by Michael John Trotta              FPC Section Leaders 
 
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.   Where charity and love are, there God is. 
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor,  We are gathered together in Christ’s love. 
Exsultemus, et in ipso jucundemur.   Let us rejoice and be joyful. 
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.   Let us fear and love the living God. 
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero, Amen.  And from a sincere heart let us love each other. Amen. 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON               Exodus 17:1–7     Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 

the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people 

quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? 

Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against 

Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So 

Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 

me.” 5 The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 

take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the 

rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the 

sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and 

tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

 
SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
HYMN                Give Thanks, O Christian People (GTG #644)   FPC Section Leaders 
This text was written by a Presbyterian director of Christian education in Washington, DC, to honor the ministry 
of a colleague who was leaving the area. It is an effective reminder that God’s people serve in many vocations 
and ministries. The tune adapts a secular German song. 



 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                  Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 
CHORAL ANTHEM    “Requiem” by Eliza Gilkyson arr Craig Hella Johnson         FPC Section Leaders 
 
Mother mary, full of grace, awaken 
All our homes are gone, our loved ones taken, 
Taken by the sea 
Mother mary, calm our fears, have mercy, 
Drowning in a sea of tears, have mercy, 
Hear our mournful plea 
Our world has been shaken, we wander our homelands forsaken, 
In the dark night of the soul bring some comfort to us all, 
O mother mary come and carry us in your embrace, that our sorrows may be faced 
Mary, fill the glass to overflowing, 
Illuminate the path where we are going, 
Have mercy on us all, in fun’ral fires burning, 
Each flame to your myst’ry returning 
In the dark night of the soul your shattered dreamers, make them whole, 
O mother mary find us where we’ve fallen out of grace, lead us to a higher place, 
In the dark night of the soul our broken hearts you can make whole,  
O mother mary come and carry us in your embrace, 
Let us see your gentle face, mary, ooh. 
 
  
INVITATION TO GIVE                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                    Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
(From Brief Statement of Faith, 11.1-11.2) 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship 

and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good 

news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the 

sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and 

believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths 

of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his 

sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal. 

 

HYMN                 Fairest, Lord Jesus (GTG #630)                         FPC Section Leaders 

Franz Liszt used this melody for a “Crusader’s March” in an oratorio, but this hymn had nothing to do with the 
Crusades. No record of the German text exists before the middle of the 17th century or of the Silesian folk 
melody before the first half of the 19th century.  
 

 



 
 
BENEDICTION                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM 
FALL 2020 

Forum will follow Worship on Zoom 
 

September 27 
Listening with Love: Empathy and the Bible 

Led by Pastor Stan 
During this time of great polarization, come join us for  

an exploration of the Biblical foundations of empathetic listening. 
 

October 4 
BLIND CAMPERS THRIVE IN THE PANDEMIC 

Led by Gwen Botting & Krista Botting 
 

October 11 
LOVE IS A WAY OF KNOWING. 

Led by Rev. Jeff O’Neill 
 

October 18, 25, Nov. 1 
LISTENING WITH LOVE: A THREE-WEEK SERIES 

1. Active Listening Skills: What, Why and How 
2. Communicating with Love: Empathy and Validation 

3. Loving Words in Stressful Times: Responding in Love to the People in Our Lives 
 

Victoria Fitton, PhD, LSMW 
 

FOOD PANTRY HELP NEEDED    

Due to increasing demand for Food Pantry services, more volunteer help would be appreciated. Please contact 
Ron O'Connor (517) 775-0597 or Sallie Campbell at scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org for details. 
 
GET OUT THE VOTE PHONE BANK 
The Clergy Forum, under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Melvin Jones, is organizing phone bank volunteers to 
help get out the vote for this November’s election.  If you are interested, please contact either Pastor Stan or 
Willye Bryan.  Training will be provided.  
 
DEACONS OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 

 



  
                    PROGRAMMING DETAILS FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS ON RACE SERIES AND  

JUST MERCY BY BRYAN STEVENSON 
 
These two projects are essentially running concurrently because the subject matter of the book we are reading 
is so closely allied with our emphasis on the current state of racial disparities in our community and the 
country. As a result, our programming has taken a direction that lends itself to both the book and our COR 
discussions. The following is a lineup of selections for discussion through the fall. All done by Zoom! 
 
Thursday, October 1 
Discussion on Trying Children as Adults 
Sherri Guess, Guess Law Offices, PLLC 
 
 
Thursday, October 8 
Discussion on Community Policing in Lansing 
Lansing Police Chief Daryl Green 
 
 
Thursday, October 22   
Book Discussion Part I – Just Mercy by Bryan 
Stevenson 
 

Thursday, November 5 
Book Discussion Part II – Just Mercy by Bryan 
Stevenson 
 
Thursday, November 19 
Movie Discussion – Just Mercy, starring 
Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx 
 
Sunday, November 22 
Joint Worship Service with Union 
Missionary Baptist Church. Rev. Stanley 
Jenkins preaching. The final details of the 
service are in progress. The combined service 
will occur via Zoom. 

 
PASSING THE PEACE VIDEO PROJECT 
Introduce yourselves and offer the Peace of Christ to your church family. Please submit your short videos and 
any questions to Bill Collins at bill@pipercollins.com 
 
CAMP GREENWOOD ONLINE AUCTION 
Camp Greenwood is hosting an online auction to help raise money to go toward the capital campaign. The 
auction is happening every week through the end of September and the beginning of October. The website for 
the auction is through Bidding Owl: 
https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=22499&CFID=16888601&CFTOKEN=3b06e4f4d07
42484-E7034A59-B85D-85A8-871C4598D22C9B6B  
 
You can also access the link by going to greenwoodministries.org and clicking on "Auction for Campers" in the 
menu. Each item has a time limit, some of them just to the end of the week, others all the way into October. 
There are more items that will become available as receive donations, so check back often for new things!! 
 
ATTENTION ALL BUILDERS!  THE GARDEN PROJECT IS READY FOR YOU! 
We have all the supplies we need to begin to build our garden beds and place them in the garden area.  We 
are working on a schedule to get that accomplished and need people of every skill level that is interested in 
being involved.  So, no matter how much building experience you have, or what your schedule is, if you are 
interested in being involved and helping out with this project, please be in touch with Brian Koon, Ron 
O’Connor, or Sallie Campbell ASAP. Please know all ages are welcome.  There is work for anyone and 
everyone...Thanks ahead of time! 
 
CROP HUNGER WALK (VIRTUAL) – October 1 - 11    
Instead of the usual walk, please consider donating what you might have spent on a Lugnuts outing ($11 
ticket) to www.crophungerwalk.org/lansingmi   
 
CALL FOR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Sunday, October 18, 2020 
A Meeting of the Congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is called for Sunday, 
October 18, 2020, immediately following the morning worship service.  The purpose of the meeting is to elect 
Officers of the Church including Session, the Board of Deacons, Nominating Committee, and Audit Committee.
 

https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=22499&CFID=16888601&CFTOKEN=3b06e4f4d0742484-E7034A59-B85D-85A8-871C4598D22C9B6B
https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=22499&CFID=16888601&CFTOKEN=3b06e4f4d0742484-E7034A59-B85D-85A8-871C4598D22C9B6B
http://greenwoodministries.org/

