SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
September 20, 2020 10:00 a.m.
16th Sunday after Pentecost
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME

Bill Collins
Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE

Sergei Kvitko

CALL TO WORSHIP

Greg Botting

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Draw near to the Lord, who hears our pleas and our praise.
We come to rest in God’s holy presence.
Here is bread that the Lord provides; here is manna to nourish our souls.
We gather to feast on God’s sustaining Word.
Remember the Lord’s wonderful works each evening; see God’s glory with the morning’s
light.
Come, let us worship the Lord!

OPENING HYMN
O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! (GTG #41)
FPC Section Leaders
Addressing the first two stanzas to the singers of the hymn and the last three to God, this free paraphrase of Psalm
104 recasts the psalmist’s imagery with baroque verve. Though it was first published in England, the tune had been
more popular in North America than there.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Greg Botting
Lord, your generosity surprises us. For you do not mete out grace according to how hard we
work, or how often we worship, or how closely we follow the rules. No, you lavish grace upon
us according to your own desire. But we insist on deciding who is deserving and who is not.
We grumble that some receive too little while others have more than they deserve. Forgive us,
we pray. Help us to live with humility and gratitude so that our words and deeds might
embody your grace.... (silent prayer)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Greg Botting
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays
for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe
the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Greg Botting
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy
Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
PSALM
1O

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45

give thanks to the Lord, call on his name,

make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing

to him, sing praises to him;

tell of all his wonderful works.
3 Glory

in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Seek

the Lord and his strength;

seek his presence continually.
5 Remember

the wonderful works he has done,

his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered,
6O

offspring of his servant Abraham

children of Jacob, his chosen ones.
37 Then

he brought Israel out with silver and gold,

and there was no one among their tribes who stumbled.
38 Egypt

was glad when they departed,

for dread of them had fallen upon it.
39 He

spread a cloud for a covering,

and fire to give light by night.
40 They

asked, and he brought quails,

and gave them food from heaven in abundance.
41 He

opened the rock, and water gushed out;

it flowed through the desert like a river.

Greg Botting

42 For

he remembered his holy promise,

and Abraham, his servant.
43 So

he brought his people out with joy,

his chosen ones with singing.
44 He

gave them the lands of the nations,

and they took possession of the wealth of the peoples,
45 that

they might keep his statutes

and observe his laws.
Praise the Lord!
Leader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM

“Lord, I Want To Be A Christian” arr Moses Hogan

FPC Section Leaders

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart…
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart…
Lord, I want to be like Jesus. Lord, I want to be more holy, Lord, I want to be a Christian.

MINUTE FOR MISSION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
2 The

Jim Donaldson

Exodus 16:2-15

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the

wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of
Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
4 Then

the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the

people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will
follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice
as much as they gather on other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the
evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the
morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord.
For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8 And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to
eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining
that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.”

9 Then

Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord,

for he has heard your complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the
Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the
cloud. 11 The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12 “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to
them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you
shall know that I am the Lord your God.’”
13 In

the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew

around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine
flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another,
“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has
given you to eat.
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
Christ Be Beside Me (GTG #702)
FPC Section Leaders
This text adapts part of a traditional Irish prayer associated with St. Patrick. Such a prayer for
protection is known as a LORICA, from a Latin word for “breastplate” or “armor”. It is set to a Gaelic
melody that gained wide popularity in the 1970s.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sallie Campbell

(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Agape Community Transformation

Members of ACT in Uganda

INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit
justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and
neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and
men to all ministries of the church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us
courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and

Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God,
empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and
joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come,
Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.
(From Brief Statement of Faith, 11.4-11.6)

HYMN

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (GTG #716)

FPC Section Leaders

This text on stewardship was one of about 450 submissions in a search for such hymns conducted by the
Hymn Society of America in 1961. These words are well grounded by their musical setting, an early American
shape note tune named for a Baptist church in Harris County, Georgia. (BEACH SPRING)

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE
Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT FORUM BEGINS AFTER WORSHIP TODAY!
Via Zoom Break out room – Look for the invitation during Fellowship Hour
September 20

MY FAITH JOURNEY with Karen Viele

Karen will share with us how her Faith Journey was shaped by her life with her dear Presbyterian parents and
grandparents, and how all the training and job skills she experienced along the way have led to her work with
ACT – The Agape Community Transformation in Uganda.

September 27
LISTENING WITH LOVE AND EMPATHY IN THE BIBLE, Led by Pastor Stan
October 4
OUR CAMPS THRIVE IN THE PANDEMIC, Led by Gwen & Krista Botting
October 11
LISTENING WITH LOVE, Led by Rev. Jeff O’Neill
October 18, 25, Nov. 1
LISTENING WITH LOVE: A THREE-WEEK SERIES Led by Victoria Fitton
1. Active Listening Skills: What, Why and How
2. Communicating with Love: Empathy and Validation
3. Loving Words in Stressful Times: Responding in Love to the People in Our Lives

PROGRAMMING DETAILS FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS ON RACE SERIES AND
JUST MERCY BY BRYAN STEVENSON
These two projects are essentially running concurrently because the subject matter of the book we are reading
is so closely allied with our emphasis on the current state of racial disparities in our community and the
country. As a result, our programming has taken a direction that lends itself to both the book and our COR
discussions. The following is a lineup of selections for discussion through the fall. All done by Zoom!
Thursday, September 24
Discussion on Laws that Adversely Affect
Minority Populations
Melvin McWilliams, PC
Attorney at Law
Thursday, October 1
Discussion on Trying Children as Adults
Sherri Guess, Guess Law Offices, PLLC
Thursday, October 15
Discussion on Community Policing in Lansing
Lansing Police Chief Daryl Green
Thursday, October 22
Book Discussion Part I – Just Mercy by Bryan
Stevenson

Thursday, November 5
Book Discussion Part II – Just Mercy by Bryan
Stevenson
Thursday, November 19
Movie Discussion – Just Mercy, starring
Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx
Sunday, November 22
Joint Worship Service with Union Missionary
Baptist Church. Rev. Stanley Jenkins
preaching. The final details of the service are in
progress. The combined service will occur via
Zoom.

FOOD PANTRY HELP NEEDED
Due to increasing demand for Food Pantry services, more volunteer help would be
appreciated. Please contact Ron O'Connor (517) 775-0597 or Sallie Campbell at
scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org for details.
GET OUT THE VOTE PHONE BANK
The Clergy Forum, under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Melvin Jones, is organizing phone
bank volunteers to help get out the vote for this November’s election. If you are interested,
please contact either Pastor Stan or Willye Bryan. Training will be provided.
DEACONS OFFERING
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the
importance of giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and
other Deacons projects. Specify “Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation.
PASSING THE PEACE VIDEO PROJECT
Introduce yourselves and offer the Peace of Christ to your church family. Please submit your
short videos and any questions to Bill Collins at bill@pipercollins.com
CAMP GREENWOOD ONLINE AUCTION
Starting this week, Camp Greenwood is hosting an online auction to help raise
money to go toward the capital campaign. The auction is happening every week
through the end of September and the beginning of October. The website for the auction is
through Bidding Owl:
https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=22499&CFID=16888601&CFTOKE
N=3b06e4f4d0742484-E7034A59-B85D-85A8-871C4598D22C9B6B
You can also access the link by going to greenwoodministries.org and clicking on "Auction for
Campers" in the menu. Each item has a time limit, some of them just to the end of the week,
others all the way into October. There are more items that will become available as
receive donations, so check back often for new things!!
ATTENTION ALL BUILDERS! THE GARDEN PROJECT IS READY FOR YOU!
We have all the supplies we need to begin to build our garden beds and place them in the
garden area. We are working on a schedule to get that accomplished and need people of
every skill level that is interested in being involved. So, no matter how much building
experience you have, or what your schedule is, if you are interested in being involved and
helping out with this project, please be in touch with Brian Koon, Ron O’Connor, or Sallie
Campbell ASAP. Please know all ages are welcome. There is work for anyone and
everyone...Thanks ahead of time!

CROP HUNGER WALK (VIRTUAL) - October 11
Instead of the usual walk, please consider donating what you might have spent on a Lugnuts
outing ($11 ticket) to www.crophungerwalk.org/lansingmi
CALL FOR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Sunday, October 18, 2020
A Meeting of the Congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is
called for Sunday, October 18, 2020, immediately following the morning worship service. The
purpose of the meeting is to elect Officers of the Church including Session, the Board of
Deacons, Nominating Committee, and Audit Committee.

