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ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE              Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                              Josephine Powers 

 Leader: Exalt the Almighty and worship at God’s holy mountain, 
 People: for the Lord our God is holy. 

 Leader: Look! The Lord draws near; come into the presence of the Holy One.   
 People: Let us behold the glory of our God.  
 
OPENING HYMN                  Holy, Holy, Holy (GTG #1)                          FPC Section Leaders 
Much of the imagery of this hymn comes from Revelation 4:2-11, which its author, an Anglican bishop, knew as 
a reading appointed for Trinity Sunday. The tune, written specifically for this text, reinforces the Trinitarian 
theme by strong dependence on the D-major triad. 
 



  

 



 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                           Josephine Powers 
 
Living Lord, in you we live and move and have our being. You call us to give all that we are and all that 
we have in service to Christ. But we hold tightly to our treasure, afraid we will not have enough for 
ourselves, and hold back our talents, afraid these gifts will not be enough. God, unclench our fists 
and help us to give fully and freely so that, in all things, we might serve and glorify you... (silent prayer)   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                   Josephine Powers 
Because we were buried with Christ in these waters, we are also raised to life with him. Believe the gospel! In 
Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.    
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION             Josephine Powers 
Sovereign God, let your Word rule in our hearts and your Spirit govern our lives until at last we  
see the fulfillment of your realm of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PSALM         Psalm 99                     Josephine Powers 
  
The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble! 
    He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 
2 The LORD is great in Zion; 

    he is exalted over all the peoples. 
3 Let them praise your great and awesome name. 
    Holy is he! 
4 Mighty King, lover of justice, 

    you have established equity; 
you have executed justice 
    and righteousness in Jacob. 
5 Extol the LORD our God; 

    worship at his footstool. 
    Holy is he! 
6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests, 

    Samuel also was among those who called on his name. 
    They cried to the LORD, and he answered them. 
7 He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; 

    they kept his decrees, 
    and the statutes that he gave them. 
8 O LORD our God, you answered them; 

    you were a forgiving God to them, 
    but an avenger of their wrongdoings. 
9 Extol the LORD our God, 

    and worship at his holy mountain; 
    for the LORD our God is holy. 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM       O Worship the Lord by G.F. Handel, arr James Chepponis        FPC Section Leaders 

      Karen Viele, violin 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

 
 
 



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON        Exodus 33:12-23               Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

12 Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me know 
whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my 
sight.’ 13 Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in 
your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 14 He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will 
give you rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 16 For how shall 

it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall 
be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.” 

17 The LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, 
and I know you by name.” 18 Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” 19 And he said, “I will make all my 

goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The LORD’; and I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for 
no one shall see me and live.” 21 And the LORD continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand 
on the rock; 22 and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my 
hand until I have passed by; 23 then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not 

be seen.” 

SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
HYMN           Great Are You, Lord (two times) (GTG #614)     FPC Section Leaders 
Although it is not a direct paraphrase of any particular psalm, this text echoes “great is the Lord and greatly to 
be praised”,” found in three of them (Psalms 48:1; 96:4; 145:3). Such songs of adoration lift up the heart and 
mind to God, asking nothing but to enjoy God’s presence. 

 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                   Gwen Botting
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC           The Lord’s Prayer, arr. Cynthia Dobrinkski                   Mitchell Eithun, hand bells 

                   
INVITATION TO GIVE                            Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                             Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
(Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33) 
 
 The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the 

church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of all people. His service to 
men and women commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. His suffering 
makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of 
persons in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the 
inhumanity that marks human relations, and the awful consequences of the church’s own complicity 
in injustice. In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise 
of God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. The church follows 
this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its action. So to live and serve is to confess 
Christ as Lord.  

 
HYMN           God Be with You Til We Meet Again (GTG#542)                FPC Section Leaders 
After writing the first stanza of his “Christian Good-bye,” the author sent it to two composers, one celebrated 
and one unknown, to see how each would set it. This is the second person’s tune, which the author found 
more effective and used for the hymn’s first publication. 

 
     
BENEDICTION                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 



 
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE AFTER WORSHIP TODAY 

A Meeting of the Congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is called for Sunday, 
October 18, 2020, immediately following the morning worship service.  The purpose of the meeting is to elect 
Officers of the Church including Session, the Board of Deacons, Nominating Committee, and Audit Committee. 
 
 

ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM 
FALL 2020 

Forum will follow the Congregational Meeting on Zoom 
 

 
October 18, 25, Nov. 1 

LISTENING WITH LOVE:  
A THREE-WEEK SERIES BEGINS THIS WEEK 

Led by Victoria Fitton, PhD, LSMW 

 
October 18 – Week 1 – Active Listening Skills: What, Why and How 
Active listening is the ability to focus completely on a speaker, understand their message, comprehend the 
information and respond thoughtfully. In other words, active listening is an “attempt to demonstrate 
unconditional acceptance and unbiased reflection” (Weger et al., 2010). Did you catch that? Unconditional 

acceptance AND unbiased reflection. Certainly, practice is necessary to accomplish these high goals. 
Therefore, the first week of the series will concentrate on six active listening skills: Paying attention, 
withholding judgment, reflecting, clarifying, summarizing, and sharing. These skills are the foundation of 
connection in relationship because this is how we learn to “hear” and “understand” another human being. 
The vast majority of us feel loved when we feel heard and understood so it only makes sense to learn the 
skills that lead to these powerfully positive feelings.  
 

 
PERSONNEL CHANGES 

Sallie Campbell has reduced her time commitment to 50%. As she is moving to full retirement, Sallie has done 
this voluntarily and in collaboration with Stan, the other church staff, and the Personnel Committee.  
In order to maintain First Presbyterian’s community outreach while Sallie scales back, we have hired Erin 
Paskus as our new Assistant for Outreach. This is a temporary position to help with the transition of Sallie’s 
duties and is committed through May 31, 2021. You may know Erin from their work as an AmeriCorps member 
including with our Food Pantry. Please provide your best congratulations and greetings to both Sallie and Erin 
as best you can safely. 
 

 



 
FOOD PANTRY HELP NEEDED    

Due to increasing demand for Food Pantry services, more volunteer help would be appreciated. Please contact 
Ron O'Connor (517) 775-0597 or Sallie Campbell at scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org for details. 
 
 
GET OUT THE VOTE PHONE BANK 

The Clergy Forum, under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Melvin Jones, is organizing phone bank volunteers to 
help get out the vote for this November’s election.  If you are interested, please contact either Pastor Stan or 
Willye Bryan.  Training will be provided.  
 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 

We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 

 
  

PROGRAMMING DETAILS FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS ON RACE SERIES 
AND JUST MERCY BY BRYAN STEVENSON 

 
These two projects are essentially running concurrently because the subject matter of the book we are reading 
is so closely allied with our emphasis on the current state of racial disparities in our community and the 
country. As a result, our programming has taken a direction that lends itself to both the book and our COR 
discussions. The following is a lineup of selections for discussion through the fall. All done by Zoom! 
 
 
Thursday, October 22   

Book Discussion Part I – Just Mercy by Bryan 
Stevenson 
 
Thursday,November 5  
Book Discussion Part II – Just Mercy by Bryan 
Stevenson 
 
 
 

 
 
Thursday, November 19 

Movie Discussion – Just Mercy, starring 
Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx 
 
Sunday, November 22 
Joint Worship Service with Union 
Missionary Baptist Church. Rev. Stanley 
Jenkins preaching. The final details of the 

service are in progress. The combined service 
will occur via Zoom.

 
 
PASSING THE PEACE VIDEO PROJECT  

Introduce yourselves and offer the Peace of Christ to your church family. Please submit your short videos and 
any questions to Bill Collins at bill@pipercollins.com  
 
 
INTERIM POLICY FOR STAFF PRESENCE FOR BALANCE OF 2020 – 1ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

The Personnel and Building and Grounds Committee leadership have collaborated to articulate this interim 
policy in light of the COVID19 epidemic. This policy is informed by both requirements and guidance issued by 
the State of Michigan, local public health officials, and the ruling bodies of the Presbyterian Church USA. In 
general, the overriding concern is safety for our staff. 
 
Our guiding principle for staff is that they perform their functions so that exposure to others is minimized. This 
means being outside of the church building whenever possible. Certainly, to the extent that working at the 
church is preferable and safe or necessary on rare occasions, we leave that to the judgment of the individual 
staff. Application of this policy to individual staff varies with each of their responsibilities. For that reason, more 
detail is provided below. There will be no onsite presence at the church building expected for the following 
positions: 

mailto:bill@pipercollins.com


 
Pastor, Director of Congregational Life and Community Outreach, Assistant for Outreach, Director of 
Christian Education, Director of Music, Organist, Choir Section Leaders, and Pastoral Assistant 

 
The Church Administrator does have some responsibilities that require onsite presence at the church 

building. In keeping with the guiding principle, the effort will be to keep this to a minimum but will occur at least 
part of one day per week. Church phones have been configured to enable remote coverage. 
 
The Custodian position is the most difficult since most responsibilities do require being onsite. Also, many of 
the usual ongoing responsibilities are currently unnecessary with almost no church use. It is possible that there 
will be a modest increase in building use this Fall and that will be addressed in expectations when known.  
This unusual period does create an opportunity to do special projects without the complication of working 
around events and normal building use. A list of projects has been developed and the custodian will be working 
through them. 
 
As with the general principles, it is our direction to the custodian that he performs his duties with as little 
contact as possible with other individuals. This can include working an alternative schedule that avoids 
“normal” working hours. If individuals in the congregation see custodial functions or tasks that should be 
performed, please contact one of us rather than the staff member. 
 
The remaining positions at 1st Pres have been fully interrupted by the pandemic and are currently inactive. 
They include the Bell Choir Director, Sunday Host, and Child Caregivers. 
 
Sincerely, 
Steve Fitton, Chair of Personnel  
Don Heck, Chair of Building and Grounds 
 
 


