SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
November 1, 2020 10:00 a.m.
All Saints’ Day
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

Bill Collins
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Sergei Kvitko
Joe Ross

Leader: The Lord gathers us from east and west, from north and south.
People: O give thanks to the Lord, who is good!
Leader: Those hungry for hope, those whose souls are parched, the Lord leads to fountains of grace.
People: God’s faithful love endures forever!
Leader: Come, O people—draw near and hear the words of the Lord.
People: We come, with gratitude and praise!

OPENING HYMN
For All the Saints (GTG#326 verses 1 and 2)
FPC Section Leaders
The broad and sweeping tune with which this hymn is so closely identified was created to be sung during a
reverent but dramatic procession at the beginning of an All Saints’ Day service, an enacted representation of
the enduring “fellowship divine” celebrated by this text.

NECROLOGY
Elizabeth Dyste-Bales, Karen Wampler, Ruth “Boots” LaPerriere, Daisy DeHaven, Mary zurBurg,
JoAnn Hengstebeck, Margaret “Peg” Whitman, Shirley Cummings

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Joe Ross
Lord Jesus, we have watched you kneel at the feet of your disciples and rise from the table
to offer them bread and cup. You came among us as a servant and commanded us to follow your
example. Yet we are hesitant to humble ourselves as you did; we are too concerned with worldly status
and too intent on achieving “success.” So, we ignore opportunities to serve you by serving one
another, because ministry does little to advance our social standing. Remind us, Lord, that the greatest
among us is one who serves, and free us to embrace our calling to be your hands in this world… (silent
prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Joe Ross
Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith. Beloved people of God, believe the good
news: through the grace of Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)
CHILDREN’S STORY TIME

Megan Higle

Alyse Collins

MINUTE FOR MISSION

Jim Donaldson

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Joe Ross
Faithful God, how blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Sanctify us by your
Word and Spirit so that we may glorify you in the company of the faithful through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PSALM
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
“Give thanks to the LORD because he is good,
because his faithful love lasts forever!”
2
That’s what those who are redeemed by the LORD say,
the ones God redeemed from the power of their enemies,
3
the ones God gathered from various countries,
from east and west, north and south.
4
Some of the redeemed had wandered into the desert, into the wasteland.
They couldn’t find their way to a city or town.
5
They were hungry and thirsty;
their lives were slipping away.
6
So they cried out to the LORD in their distress,
and God delivered them from their desperate circumstances.
7
God led them straight to human habitation.

Joe Ross

God turns rivers into desert,
watery springs into thirsty ground,
34
fruitful land into unproductive dirt,
when its inhabitants are wicked.
35
But God can also turn the desert into watery pools,
thirsty ground into watery springs,
36
where he settles the hungry.
They even build a city and live there!
37
They plant fields and vineyards
and obtain a fruitful harvest.
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM

Taste and See

by James E. Moore, Jr.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Joshua 3:7-17

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

The LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so that they may know
that I will be with you as I was with Moses. 8 You are the one who shall command the priests who bear the ark
of the covenant, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the
Jordan.’” 9 Joshua then said to the Israelites, “Draw near and hear the words of the LORD your God.” 10 Joshua
said, “By this you shall know that among you is the living God who without fail will drive out from before you the
Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites: 11 the ark of the covenant of the
Lord of all the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan. 12 So now select twelve men from the tribes of
Israel, one from each tribe. 13 When the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord
of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from above shall be cut off;
they shall stand in a single heap.”
7

14

When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the priests bearing the ark of the covenant
were in front of the people. 15 Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So when
those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the
edge of the water, 16 the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at Adam, the city
that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing toward the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, [a] were wholly cut off.
Then the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the priests
who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the entire
nation finished crossing over the Jordan.
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
Shall We Gather at the River (GTG #375)
FPC Section Leaders
A Baptist pastor wrote this hymn while seated at his parlor organ. Created as an alternative to gloomy “river of
death” hymns, it is a celebration of the “pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb” (Revelation 22:1).

SPECIAL MUSIC

Dona Nobis Pacem
Children from First Presbyterian Church

arr. Eric T. Myers

INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving

DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader:
… who forever sing to the glory of your name
Sanctus

Megan Higle

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Leader:
People:

… Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Invocation of Holy Spirit
Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Responsive Prayer after the Supper
Leader:
Holy Spirit, you have filled us with your life.
People:
Christ our Savior, you have embraced us in your love.
Leader:
God our Mother, you have fed us with your grace.
People:
Now send us out into your beloved world to share your life, your love, your
grace with all.
Leader:
Blessing and honor and glory to you, holy, holy, holy Lord.
People:
Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
(From Confession of 1967: 9.53)
God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of human life: social and cultural, economic and
political, scientific and technological, individual and corporate. It includes the natural environment as exploited
and despoiled by sin. It is the will of God that the divine purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under the rule
of Christ and all evil be banished from creation.

HYMN

For All the Saints (GTG#326 verses 3,4 and 5)

BENEDICTION

FPC Section Leaders

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE
Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM
FALL 2020
LISTENING WITH LOVE: A THREE-WEEK SERIES
Led by Victoria Fitton, PhD, LSMW
Week 3 – TODAY
Loving Words in Stressful Times: Responding in Love to Ourselves and the People in Our Lives
It is very difficult to consistently speak lovingly or to selflessly help others in stressful situations when stressed
oneself. Therefore, during this session we will talk about skills to help self and others through the practice of
mindfulness. Research demonstrates mindfulness improves overall well-being, physical health, and mental
health. Then we will move to a discussion of techniques to compassionately engage those whom we love: put
away phone/technology, maintain good eye contact, stay focused, be authentic, use active and reflective
listening, ask open-ended questions, follow up with gentle probing questions, work to remember details, speak
with confidence, mirror other’s expressions and actions, pay attention to your own body language, be willing to
stretch your perspectives, and find commonalities rather than differences.
November 8
Thinking Outside of the Cardboard Box:
Creating Durable and Circular Packaging
Tiffany Threadgould, presenter
Chief Design Junkie
TerraCycle, Inc & Loop Global
Tiffany Threadgould grew up in Mason MI and attended the Mason Presbyterian Church
TerraCycle® is a social enterprise Eliminating the Idea of Waste®. In 21 countries, they tackle the issue from
many angles. They have found that nearly everything we touch can be recycled and collect typically nonrecyclable items through national, first-of-their-kind, recycling platforms.
Most recently they launched Loop, an online shopping platform designed as a modern day milkman. Tiffany’s
team's work ranges from creating upcycled products out of hard-to-recycle materials, gamified recycling
systems, and now durable packaging that can be reused 100 times or more. “There’s a lot of garbage in this
world and we’re doing our part to spread goodness through recycling and reuse.”
November 15
Strengthening our Economy:
A Unique Perspective in this Post Election Season
We welcome back MSU Professor of Economics Charles Ballard.

FOOD PANTRY HELP NEEDED
Due to increasing demand for Food Pantry services, more volunteer help would be appreciated. Please contact
Ron O'Connor (517) 775-0597 or Sallie Campbell at scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org for details.
DEACONS’ OFFERING
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation.
PASSING THE PEACE VIDEO PROJECT
Introduce yourselves and offer the Peace of Christ to your church family. Please submit your short videos and
any questions to Bill Collins at bill@pipercollins.com

PROGRAMMING DETAILS FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS ON RACE SERIES
AND JUST MERCY BY BRYAN STEVENSON
These two projects are essentially running concurrently because the subject matter of the book we are reading
is so closely allied with our emphasis on the current state of racial disparities in our community and the
country. As a result, our programming has taken a direction that lends itself to both the book and our COR
discussions. The following is a lineup of selections for discussion through the fall. All done by Zoom!
Thursday,November 5
Book Discussion Part II – Just Mercy by Bryan
Stevenson
Thursday, November 19
Movie Discussion – Just Mercy, starring
Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx

Sunday, November 22
Joint Worship Service with Union
Missionary Baptist Church. Rev. Stanley
Jenkins preaching. The final details of the
service are in progress. The combined service
will occur via Zoom.

