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ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                      Chrisann Lowe 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                           Bill Collins 
  
 Leader:  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
                        and with all your mind.  
 People:   And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 Leader     Drawn by love, we come to offer our whole selves in Christ’s service.  
 People:   Let us worship the Lord! 
  
OPENING HYMN            God is Our Refuge and Strength (GTG#329)                FPC Section Leaders 
The first two stanzas of this very condensed paraphrase of Psalm 46 were created early in the 20th century, 
and the last two stanzas were prepared near its end. The text is set to a late 16th-centruy psalm tune that 
comes from the first such collection to give tunes names. 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                  Bill Collins 
Leader: O God, we know this, your Greatest Commandment: love the Lord with heart, soul, and mind; 

love your neighbor as yourself. 
People:          These words dwell in our hearts and rest on our lips. And, yet,  
                 we are so slow to act upon them.  
Leader:           When we encounter neighbors in need we are quick to pass judgment, 
People:          even though love demands empathy.  
Leader:           We see your children suffering, but are too busy, too weary to respond,  
People:          even though love demands compassion.  
Leader:           We see unjust systems that strip others of dignity but believe we are powerless to effect change, 
People:          even though love demands action. 
Leader:           And whenever we do not treat our neighbors as we ourselves would hope to be treated, 
People:          we do not love you fully.   
Leader:           Forgive us, Lord.  
People:         Transform our hearts, restore our souls, and renew our minds, so that we might be faithful  
                       to your commandments. Amen. (silent prayer)   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                            Bill Collins 

If we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. Therefore, consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.    

 
 



RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION                  Jim LeTourneau 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                         Bill Collins 
 Sovereign God, let your Word rule in our hearts and your Spirit govern our lives until at last we see  
       the fulfillment of your realm of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PSALM        Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17                                                       Bill Collins 
                                             
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 3 You turn us back to 
dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” 4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is 
past, or like a watch in the night. 5 You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in 
the morning; 6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;  in the evening it fades and withers. 
 
13 Turn, O LORD! How long? Have compassion on your servants! 14 Satisfy us in the morning with your 
steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 15 Make us glad as many days as you have 
afflicted us, and as many years as we have seen evil. 16 Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your 
glorious power to their children. 17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us and prosper for us the work of 
our hands—O prosper the work of our hands! 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM                                        Amazing Grace                                       arr.  by John Coates, Jr. 

                Katie Hill and Ashley Wright 

           
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON        Deuteronomy 34:1-12               Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, 
and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, 3 the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of 
Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. 4 The LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, 
but you shall not cross over there.” 5 Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at 
the LORD’s command. 6 He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows 
his burial place to this day. 7 Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired 
and his vigor had not abated. 8 The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period 
of mourning for Moses was ended.9 Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had 
laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. 10 Never 
since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face. 11 He was unequaled 
for all the signs and wonders that the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all 
his servants and his entire land, 12 and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that 
Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
HYMN          My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (GTG #353)     FPC Section Leaders 
This hymn develops the imagery of Jesus’ remark (Matthew 7:24-27 / Luke 6:47-49) that those who believe in 
him and act on that belief are like someone who builds a house on a rock. The text is set to a tune created for it 
by a prolific 19th-century American composer and editor. 



 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                Sallie Campbell
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                       Etude, No. 104                                                 by Jacques Gallay 

  Gwen Botting, French horn 
                             
INVITATION TO GIVE                               Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                 Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
(From the Confession of 1967 9.46c) 
The reconciliation of humankind through Jesus Christ makes it plain that enslaving poverty in a world of 
abundance is an intolerable violation of God’s good creation. Because Jesus identified himself with the needy 
and exploited, the cause of the world’s poor is the cause of his disciples. The church cannot condone poverty, 
whether it is the product of unjust social structures, exploitation of the defenseless, lack of national resources, 
absence of technological understanding, or rapid expansion of populations. The church calls all people to use 
their abilities, their possessions, and the fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to them by God for the 
maintenance of their families and the advancement of the common welfare. It encourages those forces in 
human society that raise hopes for better conditions and provide people with opportunity for a decent living. A 
church that is indifferent to poverty, or evades responsibility in economic affairs, or is open to one social class 
only, or expects gratitude for its beneficence makes a mockery of reconciliation and offers no acceptable 
worship to God. 
   

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


HYMN      A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (with Gwen Botting & Darin Showalter, brass) (GTG#275)    
                                                                   FPC Section Leaders 
Long before Isaac Watts began to Christianize the Psalms, Martin Luther had already done so when he 
created the text and tune for this, his most famous hymn, which is based on Psalm 46. Luther 
encouraged metrical versions of psalms as well as changed psalms and new hymns. 

   

 
 

 



BENEDICTION                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                      Chrisann Lowe 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 
 

REMINDER:  Daylight savings time ends next Saturday.  Be sure to set your 
clocks back one hour next Saturday evening, October 31! 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM 

FALL 2020 
Forum will follow the Congregational Meeting on Zoom 

 
 

LISTENING WITH LOVE: A THREE-WEEK SERIES 
Led by Victoria Fitton, PhD, LSMW 

 
Week 2 – TODAY 

Communicating with Love: Empathy and Validation 
 

Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of another person (to put ourselves in another’s 
shoes). Emotional validation is the process of learning about, understanding and expressing acceptance of 
another person’s emotional experience. The importance of these two constructs cannot be overstated. They 
are central to loving, caring connectedness through communication. “I feel you! And I will speak truth to you 
about your glorious self.” This week I will expand on the importance of empathy and validation when 
communicating with others. I think of these two constructs as brain food. We are biologically hard-wired to be 
in relationship. Practicing self-empathy and self-validation as well as gifting others with these practices feeds 
our souls and our brains simultaneously. 
 
FOOD PANTRY HELP NEEDED    
Due to increasing demand for Food Pantry services, more volunteer help would be appreciated. Please contact 
Ron O'Connor (517) 775-0597 or Sallie Campbell at scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org for details. 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE VIDEO PROJECT  
Introduce yourselves and offer the Peace of Christ to your church family. Please submit your short videos and 
any questions to Bill Collins at bill@pipercollins.com  

 
 
 

mailto:bill@pipercollins.com


 
PROGRAMMING DETAILS FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS ON RACE SERIES 

AND JUST MERCY BY BRYAN STEVENSON 
 
These two projects are essentially running concurrently because the subject matter of the book we are reading 
is so closely allied with our emphasis on the current state of racial disparities in our community and the 
country. As a result, our programming has taken a direction that lends itself to both the book and our COR 
discussions. The following is a lineup of selections for discussion through the fall. All done by Zoom! 
 
Thursday,November 5  
Book Discussion Part II – Just Mercy by Bryan 
Stevenson 
 
Thursday, November 19Movie Discussion – 
Just Mercy, starring Michael B. Jordan and 
Jamie Foxx 
 

 
Sunday, November 22 
Joint Worship Service with Union 
Missionary Baptist Church. Rev. Stanley 
Jenkins preaching. The final details of the 
service are in progress. The combined service 
will occur via Zoom. 
 

INTERIM POLICY FOR STAFF PRESENCE FOR BALANCE OF 2020 – 1ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
The Personnel and Building and Grounds Committee leadership have collaborated to articulate this interim 
policy in light of the COVID19 epidemic. This policy is informed by both requirements and guidance issued by 
the State of Michigan, local public health officials, and the ruling bodies of the Presbyterian Church USA. In 
general, the overriding concern is safety for our staff. 
 
Our guiding principle for staff is that they perform their functions so that exposure to others is minimized. This 
means being outside of the church building whenever possible. Certainly, to the extent that working at the 
church is preferable and safe or necessary on rare occasions, we leave that to the judgment of the individual 
staff. Application of this policy to individual staff varies with each of their responsibilities. For that reason, more 
detail is provided below.  
 
There will be no onsite presence at the church building expected for the following positions: Pastor, Director 
of Congregational Life and Community Outreach, Assistant for Outreach, Director of Christian 
Education, Director of Music, Organist, Choir Section Leaders, Bell Choir Director and Pastoral 
Assistant 
 
The Church Administrator does have some responsibilities that require onsite presence at the church 
building. In keeping with the guiding principle, the effort will be to keep this to a minimum but will occur at least 
part of one day per week. Church phones have been configured to enable remote coverage. 
 
The Custodian position is the most difficult since most responsibilities do require being onsite. Also, many of 
the usual ongoing responsibilities are currently unnecessary with almost no church use. It is possible that there 
will be a modest increase in building use this Fall and that will be addressed in expectations when known.  
This unusual period does create an opportunity to do special projects without the complication of working 
around events and normal building use. A list of projects has been developed and the custodian will be working 
through them. 
 
As with the general principles, it is our direction to the custodian that he performs his duties with as little 
contact as possible with other individuals. This can include working an alternative schedule that avoids 
“normal” working hours. If individuals in the congregation see custodial functions or tasks that should be 
performed, please contact one of us rather than the staff member. 
 
The remaining positions at 1st Pres have been fully interrupted by the pandemic and are currently inactive. 
They include the Sunday Host and Child Caregivers. 
 
Sincerely, 
Steve Fitton, Chair of Personnel  
Don Heck, Chair of Building and Grounds 


