SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
October 4, 2020 10:00 a.m.
18th Sunday after Pentecost
First Presbyterian Church
Lansing, Michigan

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Bill Collins
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Sergei Kvitko
Justine Achuonjei
The heavens are telling the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the Creator’s handiwork.
They have no speech, they use no words,
yet their witness goes out through all the earth.
Let us join the chorus of creation; let us raise our voices in resounding praise.
May the words of our mouths and the songs of our hearts be pleasing to the
Lord!

OPENING HYMN
This is the Day the Lord Hath Made (GTG #681)
FPC Section Leaders
These stanzas provide Watt’s paraphrase of Psalm 118 (minus a stanza he inserted about Easter and
Pentecost as part of his effort to Christianize the Psalms.) They are set to a tune composed for and named by
a Paul Gerhardt text, “Now Let All Thank and Bring Honor.”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Justine Achuonjei
God of the Covenant, long ago you gave us the law to guide us in the ways of righteousness. When we
wandered, you called prophets to beckon us toward faithfulness. In the fullness of time, you sent your
Son to heal our brokenness and draw us close to you. But time and again, we reject your gift of grace.
We bow before the false gods of our world and forget your command to serve the least of these. We fill
our days with self-serving agendas or trivial tasks and neglect to nurture our relationship with
you. Forgive us, Lord. Come to us again, we pray, and set us on right paths. Root out habits that
separate us from you and sow within us seeds of mercy and love so that we might produce the fruits of
your kingdom... (silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Justine Achuonjei
Hear the good news! Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Believe the good news
of the gospel: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen.
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (video)

RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)
CHILDREN’S STORY TIME

Megan Higle

Sallie Campbell and Kathy Banghart

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Justine Achuonjei
Sovereign God, let your Word rule in our hearts and your Spirit govern our lives until at last we see
the fulfillment of your realm of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PSALM
Psalm 19
Justine Achuonjei
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge 3 There is no speech, nor are there
words; their voice is not heard 4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the
world. In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding
canopy, and like a strong man, runs its course with joy 6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit
to the end of them; and nothing is hid from its heat. 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul;
the decrees of the LORD are sure, making wise the simple, 8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the
heart, the commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes, 9 the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring
forever, the ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 11 Moreover by them is your
servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 12 But who can detect their errors? Clear me from
hidden faults. 13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 14 Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM
“Panis angelicus” by Claudio Casciolini (Ben English, Darin Showalter, Ian Broughton)
Panis angelicus
Thus Angels' Bread is made
fit panis hominum;
the Bread of man today:
Dat panis cœlicus
The Living Bread from heaven
figuris terminum:
with figures dost away:
O res mirabilis!
O wondrous gift indeed!
Manducat Dominum
The poor and lowly may
pauper, servus et humilis.
upon their Lord and Master feed.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

God spoke all these words:2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me.4 You shall not make for yourself an idol,
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth.
1Then

7

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who
misuses his name. 8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your
work.
12

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you. 13 You shall not murder. 14 You shall not commit adultery.15 You shall not steal.16 You shall not bear
false witness against your neighbor.17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 18 When
all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they
were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen;

but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come
only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.”
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
Be Thou My Vision (GTG #450)
FPC Section Leaders
These stanzas are selected from a 20th-century English poetic version of an Irish monastic prayer dating to the
10th century or before. They are set to an Irish folk melody that has proved popular and easily sung despite its
lack of repetition and its wide range.

SPECIAL MUSIC

I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing

Spiritual

INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving

DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader:
… who forever sing to the glory of your name

Megan Higle

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

Sanctus

Leader:
People:

… Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Invocation of Holy Spirit
Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Responsive Prayer after the Supper
Leader:
Holy Spirit, you have filled us with your life.
People:
Christ our Savior, you have embraced us in your love.
Leader:
God our Mother, you have fed us with your grace.
People:
Now send us out into your beloved world to share your life, your love, your
grace with all.
Leader:
Blessing and honor and glory to you, holy, holy, holy Lord.
People:
Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
(From Brief Statement of Faith, 11.3)

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world good and makes
everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. But
we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator, ignoring God’s commandments. We violate the image of God
in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet
entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem
creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of
the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a
father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.
HYMN
Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen (GTG #536)
FPC Section Leaders
The second line of the first stanza shows that this hymn is meant for use in the context of the Lord’s Supper,
but the last stanza further clarifies its special purpose as a sending hymn celebrating the values guiding the
work of the church in the world: service, courage, mercy.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE
Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM
FALL 2020
Forum will follow Worship on Zoom
October 4
BLIND CAMPERS THRIVE IN THE PANDEMIC
Led by Gwen Botting & Krista Botting
Opportunities Unlimited for the Blind had an amazingly great summer camp experience in 2020, even with
COVID precautions. We held all 6 camps virtually, with staff who are also blind or low vision leading many
activities, and giving great verbal directions for our campers who cannot see the screens on their devices. We
did cooking, crafts, nature projects and had social engagement times with three sessions per day. Stay after
worship to hear how we did this with great success. Gwen Botting is Executive Director, Opportunities
Unlimited for the Blind; Krista Botting is a member of the Greenwood Ministries Association
October 11
LOVE IS A WAY OF KNOWING.
Led by Rev. Jeff O’Neill
October 18, 25, Nov. 1
LISTENING WITH LOVE: A THREE-WEEK SERIES
1. Active Listening Skills: What, Why and How
2. Communicating with Love: Empathy and Validation
3. Loving Words in Stressful Times: Responding in Love to the People in Our Lives
Victoria Fitton, PhD, LSMW

FOOD PANTRY HELP NEEDED
Due to increasing demand for Food Pantry services, more volunteer help would be appreciated. Please contact
Ron O'Connor (517) 775-0597 or Sallie Campbell at scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org for details.
GET OUT THE VOTE PHONE BANK
The Clergy Forum, under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Melvin Jones, is organizing phone bank volunteers to
help get out the vote for this November’s election. If you are interested, please contact either Pastor Stan or
Willye Bryan. Training will be provided.
DEACONS OFFERING
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation.

PROGRAMMING DETAILS FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS ON RACE SERIES
AND JUST MERCY BY BRYAN STEVENSON
These two projects are essentially running concurrently because the subject matter of the book we are reading
is so closely allied with our emphasis on the current state of racial disparities in our community and the
country. As a result, our programming has taken a direction that lends itself to both the book and our COR
discussions. The following is a lineup of selections for discussion through the fall. All done by Zoom!
Thursday, October 8
Discussion on Community Policing in Lansing
Lansing Police Chief Daryl Green

Thursday, October 22
Book Discussion Part I – Just Mercy by Bryan
Stevenson
Thursday,November 5 Book Discussion Part II
– Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson

Thursday, November 19
Movie Discussion – Just Mercy, starring
Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx
Sunday, November 22
Joint Worship Service with Union
Missionary Baptist Church. Rev. Stanley
Jenkins preaching. The final details of the
service are in progress. The combined service
will occur via Zoom.

PASSING THE PEACE VIDEO PROJECT – AS SEEN IN TODAY’S VIDEO!
Introduce yourselves and offer the Peace of Christ to your church family. Please submit your short videos and
any questions to Bill Collins at bill@pipercollins.com
CAMP GREENWOOD ONLINE AUCTION
Camp Greenwood is hosting an online auction to help raise money to go toward the capital campaign. The
auction is happening every week through the end of September and the beginning of October. The website for
the auction is through Bidding Owl:
https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=22499&CFID=16888601&CFTOKEN=3b06e4f4d07
42484-E7034A59-B85D-85A8-871C4598D22C9B6B
You can also access the link by going to greenwoodministries.org and clicking on "Auction for Campers" in the
menu. Each item has a time limit, some of them just to the end of the week, others all the way into October.
There are more items that will become available as receive donations, so check back often for new things!!
ATTENTION ALL BUILDERS! THE GARDEN PROJECT IS READY FOR YOU!
We have all the supplies we need to begin to build our garden beds and place them in the garden area. We
are working on a schedule to get that accomplished and need people of every skill level that is interested in
being involved. So, no matter how much building experience you have, or what your schedule is, if you are
interested in being involved and helping out with this project, please be in touch with Brian Koon, Ron
O’Connor, or Sallie Campbell ASAP. Please know all ages are welcome. There is work for anyone and
everyone...Thanks ahead of time!
CROP HUNGER WALK (VIRTUAL) – October 1 - 11
Instead of the usual walk, please consider donating what you might have spent on a Lugnuts outing ($11
ticket) to www.crophungerwalk.org/lansingmi
CALL FOR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Sunday, October 18, 2020
A Meeting of the Congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Michigan, is called for Sunday,
October 18, 2020, immediately following the morning worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to elect
Officers of the Church including Session, the Board of Deacons, Nominating Committee, and Audit Committee.

