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ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP            Gwen Botting 

Leader:   Lift up your eyes to the Lord—the exalted one, who is enthroned in the heavens.  
     People:           Seeking compassion, seeking grace, we look to the Lord, the giver of mercy.  
     Leader:            Pour into God’s temple; draw near to the king of creation.  
     People:           We worship the Lord of heaven and earth! 
 
OPENING HYMN        We Praise You, O God (GTG#612)                        FPC Section Leaders                                           
The author wrote this text when only nineteen years old in response to a request from the organist of the Brick 
Presbyterian Church in New York City, who wanted another Thanksgiving text to sing to this Dutch tune. He 
regarded the usual text (“We Gather Together”) as too full of conflict. 
 



 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION            Gwen Botting 
Lord, you have made us stewards of your creation and commissioned us to carry out your work 
to the best of our ability. But we have not served you with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love. 
We withhold our gifts and live in fear. Have mercy upon us, we pray. Make us bold to use our talents 
for the sake of your kingdom… (silent prayer)   
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                           Gwen Botting 

Hear the good news! Hope does not disappoint us, for God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit given to us in baptism. Believe this good news and give thanks: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Amen. 
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION                    Jim Donaldson 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                     Gwen Botting  

Sovereign God, let your Word rule in our hearts and your Spirit govern our lives until at last we see the 
fulfillment of your realm of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PSALM            Psalm 123                                                              Gwen Botting   
1 To you I lift up my eyes, 

    O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 
2 As the eyes of servants 
    look to the hand of their master, 
as the eyes of a maid 
    to the hand of her mistress, 
so our eyes look to the LORD our God, 
    until he has mercy upon us. 
3 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us, 

    for we have had more than enough of contempt. 
4 Our soul has had more than its fill 

    of the scorn of those who are at ease, 
    of the contempt of the proud. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM                                      This Day                                                                 by Bob Chilcott 

                                                
GOSPEL LESSON                     Matthew 25:14-30                           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 

 
HYMN                 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night (GTG #97)               FPC Section Leaders 
This unusual dialogue hymn alternates between the voice of a traveler and that of a watchman, setting up an 
exchange that creates parallels between the coming of dawn and the birth of Christ. The tune is named for a 
Welsh town whose name means, “mouth of the bending river." 



 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                   Gwen Botting    

 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   
SPECIAL MUSIC   Fill Your Hearts with Joy and Gladness           by Sarah Quartel 

 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE                               Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                 Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins  

(From Confession of 1967 (9.55) 
With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and strives for a better world. It 
does not identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the face of 
disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement to the 
final triumph of God. 
 
HYMN      I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (GTG#377)              FPC Section Leaders 
The author-composer of this unrhymed hymn regards it as a meditation and prayer deeply rooted in many 
scriptures, most connected with the theme of light: Genesis 1:17; Psalm 139:12; Isaiah 60:19; Malachi 4:2; 
John 14:8; Ephesian 5:8; Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 John 1:5; Revelation 21:23. 

 
 



   
 
BENEDICTION                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        

 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM 
FALL 2020 

 
November 15 - TODAY 

Where Things Stand and Where We Are Going, Now that the Election is Over 
We welcome back MSU Professor of Economics Charles Ballard. 

 
 
ALTERNATE GIFT SALE 

Please join us on a special Zoom after worship on Sunday, Dec. 6 - crafts from Uganda, sewn items from 
Ugandan fabric, and Fair Trade coffee and chocolate will all be available for you to choose live. The items will 
be delivered to your home during the following week (Dec. 7-10) where we will pick up a check or cash! Select 
a special gift for those people on your list who are hard to buy for or who appreciate giving a lift to someone in 
the world! This sale will provide livelihood to persons producing these items. It is also a grand experiment in 
having a sale of this type on Zoom which will allow our NGO and Fair Trades to survive the pandemic.  We will 
have our own guest hosts to display and boost these sales! The Zoom will take place from approximately  
11:10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Thanks in advance! Karen Viele, David Viele, Carol Wallace 
 
FOOD PANTRY HELP NEEDED    

Due to increasing demand for Food Pantry services, more volunteer help would be appreciated. Please contact 
Ron O'Connor (517) 775-0597 or Sallie Campbell at scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org for details. 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 

We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 

 



 
PROGRAMMING DETAILS FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS ON RACE SERIES 

AND JUST MERCY BY BRYAN STEVENSON 

 
These two projects are essentially running concurrently because the subject matter of the book we are reading 
is so closely allied with our emphasis on the current state of racial disparities in our community and the 
country. As a result, our programming has taken a direction that lends itself to both the book and our COR 
discussions. The following is a lineup of selections for discussion through the fall. All done by Zoom! 
 
Thursday, November 19    

Movie Discussion – Just Mercy, starring 
Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, November 22 
Joint Worship Service with Union 
Missionary Baptist Church. Rev. Stanley 
Jenkins preaching. The final details of the 

service are in progress. The combined service 
will occur via Zoom. 
 

 


