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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

             “Lord You Are Good”                    UMBC Praise Team 
             “You Know My Name”                   UMBC Praise Team 
             “In Paradisum” from Requiem by Gabriel Faure                   FPC Section Leaders 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                      Justine Achuonjei 
 Leader: “I will search for my sheep,” says the Lord.  
 People: Like lost lambs or scattered sheep, the Lord seeks us and calls us home.  
 Leader: “I will gather them from far and near,” says the Lord. 
 People: A cherished fold, a beloved flock, the Lord sustains us and gives us rest. 
 Leader: “I will be their shepherd,” says the Lord. 
 People:  We listen for the voice of the God who seeks us, and follow with devotion and             
                                        gratitude! 
 
OPENING HYMN        Crown Him with Many Crowns (GTG#268)             FPC Section Leaders                                           

                              (with Gwen Botting and Darin Showalter, brass) 
This text is so familiar that it is easy to miss all its paradox, mystery, suffering, and beauty; it rewards careful 
reading and meditation outside corporate worship. The tune’s composer, the chapel organist at Windsor 
Castle, had much experience in creating a royal sound. 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                            Justine Achuonjei 
God of mercy, who has compassion for the lost and the least, in disbelief and denial, we ask: “When 
did we see you among us?” We should have seen you in the classmate on the playground whom we 
did not invite to join our game. Or in the stranger on the sidewalk whom we crossed the street to avoid. 
Or in the neighbor at the nursing home, whom we left to carry her pain alone. We should have seen 
you in the man begging for work or a warm meal, in the woman struggling to overcome addiction, in 
the child seeking refuge from the terrors of violence.  But, instead, we turned away. Forgive us, Lord.  
Break our hearts for what breaks yours, and give us compassion and courage  
to respond to the suffering of this world… (silent prayer)   



 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                        Justine Achuonjei 
Hear the good news! As people born of water and the Spirit we have died to the old life, and a new life has 
begun. God’s grace is poured out upon us day by day. Come to the water and remember your baptism. Be 
thankful, and live as one who has been raised to new life! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               Justine Achuonjei  
Sovereign God, let your Word rule in our hearts and your Spirit govern our lives until at last we see 
the fulfillment of your realm of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

         
FIRST LESSON    Philippians 2:4-8           Justine Achuonjei 
4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited,7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,8  he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death 
on a cross. 

 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM                                         I Believe                                                          by Mark A. Miller                  
             FPC Chancel Choir                              
                                                
SECOND LESSON                            Psalm 133                                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
1 How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity. 2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 
running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes. 3 It is like the 
dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there the LORD ordained his blessing, life 
forevermore. 
 
SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
HYMN    Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (GTG #187)                           FPC Section Leaders 
This unattributed hymn, like many that are now meaningful to adults, was written for children and develops 
shepherd imagery from Psalm 23 and John 10:1-18. The tune, composed for these words, 
was originally named from the text but has come to be known by the composer’s name (BRADBURY). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                           Rev. Melvin Jones    
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   
SPECIAL MUSIC                    Amazing Grace                          UMBC Voices of Union Choir 

  
INVITATION TO GIVE                               Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                 Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Confession of Belhar)                           Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
We believe in the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for the 
church through Word and Spirit. This God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the 
end. 
 
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the entire 
human family. 
 
We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of 
believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another. 
 
We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ. 
 
We believe that through the working of God’s Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality 
which must be earnestly pursued and sought. 
 
We believe that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity, 
and hatred between people and groups is sin. 
 
We believe that anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be 
resisted. 
 
We believe that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of this church. 
Therefore we reject any doctrine that absolutizes natural diversity in such a way that this hinders or 
breaks the visible and active unity of the church. 
 
We reject any doctrine that professes that this spiritual unity is truly being maintained in the bond of 
peace while believers are alienated from one another and in despair of reconciliation. 
 
We reject any doctrine that denies that a refusal earnestly to pursue this visible unity as a priceless gift 
is sin. 
 
We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do 
all these things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and 
suffering be the consequence. 
 
We believe that Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be the honor and 
the glory for ever and ever. 
 
 
BACKGROUND FOR THE CONFESSION OF BELHAR 
 
How should the church respond when sin disrupts the church’s unity, creates division among the children of 
God, and constructs unjust systems that steal life from God’s creation? Members and leaders of the Dutch 
Reformed Mission Church in South Africa faced these questions under apartheid, a system of laws that 
separated people by race from 1948–1994. 
 
Apartheid formed a racially stratified society. Those with the lightest skin tones were offered the greatest 
protection and opportunity. Non-“white” persons were separated into three categories; each skin-tone-step 
away from the “white” category represented a decrease in governmental protections and opportunities. Racial 
separation was established by law and enforced through violence. Non-white citizens lived with constant and 
intrusive police presence and interference in the daily functions of life. Those who protested risked punishment, 
imprisonment, and even death. 
 



The roots of apartheid go back in South African culture and church for several centuries. The Dutch Reformed 
Church embodied racial separation when it formed three “mission” churches in the late nineteenth century, 
each categorized by its racial identity. The Dutch Reformed Mission Church was formed for people designated 
as “coloured” (biracial). The church’s complicity with racial separation kept Christians from worshipping and 
coming to the Lord’s Table together. The white Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) created an elaborate biblical 
interpretation and ideology that supported racial separation and then the formal apartheid policies. 
 
Leaders of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church wrestled with this situation theologically and practically. One 
outcome of their struggles was the emergence of the Confession of Belhar in the early 1980s. 
 
The Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa (URCSA), the church that succeeded the Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church after apartheid, has offered the Confession of Belhar to the global Reformed family as a gift, 
believing that the themes of unity, reconciliation, and justice issue a call from God to the whole church toward 
holy action, transformation, and life. 
 
The Special Committee on the Confession of Belhar recommended that the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) add 
Belhar as part of its Constitution because it believed the clarity of Belhar’s witness to unity, reconciliation, and 
justice might help the PC(USA) speak and act with similar clarity at a time when it faces division, racism, and 
injustice. 
 
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) approved the Confession of Belhar as part of the Book of Confessions at the 
222nd General Assembly (2016). 
 
HYMN                       He Is King of Kings (GTG#273)                       FPC Section Leaders 
This African American spiritual is a classic example of how praise of God rises out of human experience. The 
repeated response, “no one works like him” shows confidence that the sovereign  liberating Christ abounds 
with the very attribute the singers need in order to survive. 

 



  
 



BENEDICTION                          Rev. Melvin Jones 
 
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
 
ALTERNATE GIFT SALE – December 6 following worship 
Please join us on a special Zoom after worship on Sunday, Dec. 6 - crafts from Uganda, sewn items from 
Ugandan fabric, and Fair Trade coffee and chocolate will all be available for you to choose live. The items will 
be delivered to your home during the following week (Dec. 7-10) where we will pick up a check or cash! Select 
a special gift for those people on your list who are hard to buy for or who appreciate giving a lift to someone in 
the world! This sale will provide livelihood to persons producing these items. It is also a grand experiment in 
having a sale of this type on Zoom which will allow our NGO and Fair Trades to survive the pandemic.  We will 
have our own guest hosts to display and boost these sales! The Zoom will take place from approximately  
11:10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Thanks in advance! ~ Karen Viele, David Viele, Carol Wallace 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


