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ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Bill Collins 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
PRELUDE                          Sergei Kvitko 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                         Karen Viele 
  
 Leader:    Heirs of the covenant, come; let us present ourselves before the Lord.  
 People:   We gather to worship the Holy One, to incline our hearts to the one true God. 
 Leader:    Family of faith, come; choose this day: Whom will you serve?  
 People:   As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN        My Lord! What a Morning (GTG#352)                        FPC Section Leaders                                           
This spiritual reflects on Jesus’ sayings about the end-times, as recorded in Matthew 24:29-30 / Mark 13:24-
26. It belongs to the slower, less common style of spirituals with long, sustained phrases and was among those 
popularized in concerts by the Fisk Jubilee Singers. 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                     Karen Viele 
“Keep awake,” you tell us, urging us to watch with expectant hope as we wait for you to reveal yourself 
in our midst. But, Lord, we grow tired of looking for signs of your presence among us. We grow weary 
from a steady diet of distressing news, and convince ourselves that you are still far off. We are 
careless with the tasks you expect of us and, so, are not prepared to encounter you. Forgive us for 
losing heart and losing hope. Sustain us in faith, we pray, and keep us ever watchful so that we might 
be ready to greet you with joy… (silent prayer)   



ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                              Karen Viele 
Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. God is doing a 
new thing; now it springs forth! By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)                      Megan Higle 
 Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                        Karen Viele  
Sovereign God, let your Word rule in our hearts and your Spirit govern our lives until at last we see  
the fulfillment of your realm of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PSALM               Psalm 78:1-7                                                                    Karen Viele 
1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
3 things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and God’s might, and the wonders that God has done.  
5 God established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel,   
which God commanded our ancestors to teach to their children; 
6 that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, 
and rise up and tell them to their children, 
7 so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God 
but keep God’s commandments; 
                                         

Leader:  The Word of the Lord.                               
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM                  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning                         arr. by Andre Thomas 
                                                  
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON          Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25                                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, 
and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, 
“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: “Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—
lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. 3 Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River 
and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac 

14 “Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your 
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 Now if you are unwilling to serve 
the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond 
the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will 
serve the LORD. 

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 17 for it is 
the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 
and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the 
peoples through whom we passed; 18 and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived 
in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

19 But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will 
not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn 
and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” 21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, we 
will serve the LORD!” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have 
chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 23 He said, “Then put away the foreign 
gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 24 The people said to Joshua, 
“The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” 25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that 
day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem. 



SERMON                       Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
HYMN                 When Peace Like a River (GTG #840)     FPC Section Leaders 
This text is a remarkable expression of faith born of grief. The author, an active Presbyterian layman who had 
just lost four daughters in a tragic shipwreck, wrote it while sailing to Paris to meet his wife, who had survived. 
The tune (VILLE DU HAVRE) was named for the ship that sank. 

 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins    
 Leader: The Lord be with you 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
(Prayers continue) 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   
SPECIAL MUSIC      How Can I Keep From Singing?       arr. by Mitchell Eithun and Sandra Eithun 
                                          Members of Bells of First, Karen Viele, director   
                                                              Chrisann Lowe, piano 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE                               Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
  You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving 
 
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)                                 Megan Higle 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://lansingfirstpres.com/giving


 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                    Rev. Stanley Jenkins  
(From the Confession of 1967 (9.54) 
Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city, the household of God, a new heaven 
and earth, a marriage feast, and an unending day culminate in the image of the kingdom. The kingdom 
represents God’s triumph over all that resists the divine will and disrupts God’s creation. Already God’s reign is 
present as a ferment in the world, stirring hope in all people and preparing the world to receive its ultimate 
judgment and redemption.   
 
HYMN         Steal Away (GTG#358)              FPC Section Leaders 
This spiritual illustrates the double meanings at work in many African American slave songs; it is both a call for 
a direct encounter with Jesus and a summons to slip away from servitude to freedom. Nat Turner reportedly 
used this song to call together his followers in 1831. 

 
   



 
BENEDICTION                      Rev. Stanley Jenkins 
 
RESPONSE                  Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)       Megan Higle                        
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.   
 
POSTLUDE                         Sergei Kvitko 
 
Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr 
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance. 

 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ADULT FORUM BY ZOOM 
FALL 2020 

 
 

November 8 - TODAY 
Thinking Outside of the Cardboard Box: 
Creating Durable and Circular Packaging 

 
Tiffany Threadgould, presenter 

Chief Design Junkie 
TerraCycle, Inc & Loop Global 

 
Tiffany Threadgould  grew up in Mason, Michigan, and attended the Mason Presbyterian Church.  
TerraCycle® is a social enterprise Eliminating the Idea of Waste®. In 21 countries, they tackle the issue from 
many angles. They have found that nearly everything we touch can be recycled and collect typically non-
recyclable items through national, first-of-their-kind recycling platforms . 
 
Most recently they launched Loop, an online shopping platform designed as a modern-day milkman. Tiffany’s 
team's work ranges from creating upcycled products out of hard-to-recycle materials, gamified recycling 
systems, and now durable packaging that can be reused 100 times or more. “There’s a lot of garbage in this 
world and we’re doing our part to spread goodness through recycling and reuse.” 
 
 

November 15 
Strengthening our Economy:  

A Unique Perspective in this Post Election Season 
We welcome back MSU Professor of Economics Charles Ballard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOOD PANTRY HELP NEEDED    
Due to increasing demand for Food Pantry services, more volunteer help would be appreciated. Please contact 
Ron O'Connor (517) 775-0597 or Sallie Campbell at scampbell@lansingfirstpres.org for details. 
 
DEACONS’ OFFERING 
We don’t have the small green envelopes to remind us in person, but please remember the importance of 
giving to the Deacons Fund to support the Food Pantry, Holiday Baskets, and other Deacons projects. Specify 
“Deacons Fund” on your check or electronic donation. 
 

 
PROGRAMMING DETAILS FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS ON RACE SERIES 

AND JUST MERCY BY BRYAN STEVENSON 
 
These two projects are essentially running concurrently because the subject matter of the book we are reading 
is so closely allied with our emphasis on the current state of racial disparities in our community and the 
country. As a result, our programming has taken a direction that lends itself to both the book and our COR 
discussions. The following is a lineup of selections for discussion through the fall. All done by Zoom! 
 
Thursday, November 5  
Book Discussion Part II – Just Mercy by Bryan 
Stevenson 
 
Thursday, November 19    
Movie Discussion – Just Mercy, starring 
Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx 
 

 
Sunday, November 22 
Joint Worship Service with Union 
Missionary Baptist Church. Rev. Stanley 
Jenkins preaching. The final details of the 
service are in progress. The combined service 
will occur via Zoom. 
 

 


