SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
April 18, 2021

10:00 a.m.

rd

3 Sunday of Easter

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bill Collins

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Sergei Kvitko
Brian Jackson
When the disciples were certain that Jesus was dead,
he stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Let us watch for the risen Christ this day,
bursting in with new life and new hope.
Easter people, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

OPENING HYMN
The Strife is O’er (GTG #236)
The Latin text from which this hymn has been translated may well be older than its earliest printing in a 17thcentury collection published in Cologne. It is set to an adaptation of a portion of the Gloria Patri section from a
16th-century choral version of the Magnificat.

Brian Jackson
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
What love you have given us, O God, that we should be called your children. What love you have
given us, O Christ, that we should share a table with you. Forgive us when we act as if we were
your only children: when we do not recognize your image in the faces of strangers, enemies,
or friends; when we do not share our own tables, forgetting that we need each other. Forgive us,
O Christ, maker of peace, and teach us to follow in your way…(silent prayer)
Brian Jackson
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Hear the good news! Hope does not disappoint us for God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit given to us in baptism. Believe this good news and give thanks: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

Brian Jackson
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit
so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Psalm 4
Brian Jackson
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
1
Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room when I was in distress. Be gracious to me, and
hear my prayer. 2 How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame? How long will you love vain words, and
seek after lies? 3 But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself; the LORD hears when I call to
him. 4 When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, and be silent. 5 Offer right sacrifices, and put
your trust in the LORD. 6 There are many who say, “O that we might see some good! Let the light of your face
shine on us, O LORD!” 7 You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain and wine abound.
8
I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O LORD, make me lie down in safety.
Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM

Children of the Heavenly Father

arr. Dan Forrest
FPC Chancel Choir Members

GOSPEL LESSON
Luke 24:36b-48
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
36
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
37
They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself.
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he
took it and ate in their presence. 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these
things.
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
Son of God, Whose Heart is Peace (GTG #425)
Even in translation this hymn from the indigenous people of New Zealand conveys a stark beauty in its
confident address to Christ and its prayer for release from the captivity of sin. Their traditional melody further
connects us with these people on the other side of the world.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sallie Campbell

(Prayers continue)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.

SPECIAL MUSIC

When Morning Gilds the Skies
Ringers from Bells of First

arr. Mitchell Eithun

INVITATION TO GIVE
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Confession of 1967)
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
God's sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. Human thought ascribes to God
superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by showing power
in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men and women.
The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord
and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of God’s love.
HYMN
Be Thou My Vision (GTG#750)
These stanzas are selected from a 20th-centruy English poetic version of an Irish monastic prayer dating to
the 10th century or before. They are set to an Irish folk melody that has proved popular and easily
sung despite its lack of repetition and its wide range.

BENEDICTION
RESPONSE
Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A-731144 for Apr
16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021
Annual reprint with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT FORUM VIA ZOOM
Following worship

APRIL 18 - TODAY
Kathy Banghart, our Director of Christian Education,
will share her Faith Journey.

APRIL 25
Sallie Campbell, our Director of Congregational Life
and Community Outreach, shares thoughts about the future.
Today Sallie will share a bit about her personal history and journey with regard to her faith, career and
life choices along the way.

GREENING OF THE CROSS Sunday May 2, the Worship Committee is encouraging everyone to pick some
flowers or greenery for the virtual Greening of the Cross ceremony. It will be a harbinger of great things to
come! Celebrate spring with us!
PENTECOST is on Sunday, May 23, and everyone is encouraged to wear something red to remind us of the
flames of the Holy Spirit as they came upon the Disciples and filled them with courage and faith!
THE PRESBYTERY 2021 PER CAPITA IS $35.23 PER PERSON.
Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per member apportionment assessed by the General
Assembly (Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and by many synods and presbyteries, to
enable Presbyterians mutually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and administrative costs of sustaining
our witness to Christ—as a sign of the covenant that binds us together. Please consider a separate check for
this important work in addition to your pledge for support of our church and missions.

