SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
May 2, 2021

10:00 a.m.

th

5 Sunday of Easter

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bill Collins

WELCOME

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Sergei Kvitko
Joe Ross
We gather to praise and worship God,
the one who created us for love.
We gather to worship the true vine,
the one in whose love we abide.
Easter people, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

OPENING HYMN
Here In This Place (GTG #401)
The “you/your” mentioned in every stanza is never identified, but this 1979 hymn is clearly a corporate prayer
to God on behalf of the diverse congregation who have assembled for worship, longing to be transformed and
used as God’s witnesses and for God’s purpose.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Christ, you are the true vine, and you have made us your branches. In your grace,
we find strength, and in your love, we are set free. Forgive us, O God, when we do not live
as people who have been freed, when we act as if the Easter story did not turn the world
upside down. Forgive us, O God, when we do not live as people who are your branches,
when we forget that we are rooted in you and bound to one another by your spirit.
Forgive us, O Christ, our one true vine, and teach us to abide in you…(silent prayer)

Joe Ross

Joe Ross
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.
I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVNESS (sung)
Be still and know, that I am God. (3 times)

Megan Higle

Alyse Collins

CHILDRENS STORY

Brian Koon and Darla Jackson

YEC PRESENTATION

Joe Ross
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit
so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Psalm 22:25-31
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the LORD.
May your hearts live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the LORD;
and all the families of the nations
shall worship before him.
28
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
and he rules over the nations.
29
To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
and I shall live for him
30
Posterity will serve him;
future generations will be told about the Lord,
31
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying that he has done it.
Leader:
People:

Joe Ross

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM

For Everyone Born

arr. Tom Trenny
FPC Section Leaders

GOSPEL LESSON
John 15:1-8
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the
word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever

does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.
SERMON

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

HYMN
Take Me to the Water (GTG #480)
This African-American spiritual sums up the commitment of a candidate for baptism: the request for the rite, an
expression of motivation, and a succinct affirmation of faith. The widening melodic lines build anticipation and
give weight to the final phrase of each stanza.

SPECIAL MUSIC

INVITATION TO GIVE

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
Megan Higle, soprano

by Thomas A. Dorsey

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

You may mail your offering into the office OR click this link: Click Here for Online Giving
DOXOLOGY (GTG #607)

Megan Higle

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
(This morning's Communion liturgy is based on a liturgy written by Rev. Shelli Latham, pastor at Druid Hills
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, and provided for free distribution.)
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader:
…who forever sing to the glory of your name

Sanctus

Leader:
People:

…Let us proclaim together the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Invocation of Holy Spirit
Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup

Unison Prayer of Commitment
Holy God, even when all of this is over, may we not forget how you held us together
while we were apart, how you built a table across the miles, how you call us to continue
the work of table building. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From the Confession of 1967):
Rev. Stanley Jenkins
Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus. His faith and obedience were the response of the perfect child
of God. He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and the pioneer of
the new humanity. He gave history its meaning and direction and called the church to be his servant for the
reconciliation of the world.
HYMN
The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound (GTG#766)
This text was the winning entry in a hymn-writing competition seeking new texts dealing with poverty
and homelessness but as the stanza sung at the beginning and end of the hymn makes clear, such
specific ministries grow out of an understanding of the church as love in action.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Stanley Jenkins

RESPONSE
Blest Be the Tie That Binds (GTG #306, verse 1)
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Megan Higle

POSTLUDE

Sergei Kvitko

Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category C average weekly attendance 101 to 200. A731144 for Apr 16, 2021 - Apr 15, 2022 (300.00 USD + 105.00 USD for Podcasting = 405.00 USD)
Annual License with podcasting | C, 101 to 200 average weekend attendance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADULT FORUM VIA ZOOM
Following worship

MAY 2
Our Personnel Committee will give us an update
on staff re-structuring discussions.

MAY 9
The religious and secular roots
of our finely balanced Constitution
Charlie Herrick will lead us through an historical survey of ideas and events that underlie or nation’s
founding and its documents. Reinhold Niebuhr famously wrote, “Man’s capacity for justice makes
democracy possible, but man’s capacity for injustice makes democracy necessary.” This irony has its
embodiment in the “fine balance” of our US Constitutional system. Breaking down the fixed medieval
hierarchy of Church and State, the upstart Protestant Reformation sparked an aggressive forward
thrust to what may be possible politically. The Puritan revolution in England, the ideals of the
Enlightenment philosophers, the common patriots who fought our Revolution – all contributed to the
radical, but finally nuanced, documents of the Declaration and Constitution which we cherish.

PENTECOST is on Sunday, May 23, and everyone is encouraged to wear something red to remind us of the
flames of the Holy Spirit as they came upon the Disciples and filled them with courage and faith!

